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1
MOBILE X-RAY EXPOSURE APPARATUS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention is directed to a mobile x-ray
exposure apparatus, of the type which can be moved adja-
cent the bed of a patient to obtain x-ray exposures of the
patient in the bed.

2. Description of the Prior Art

It is known for producing x-ray exposures of a lying
patient to insert an x-ray film cassette under the patient and
to bring a carriage having a three-dimensionally adjustable
x-ray source up to the patient bed. The x-radiator is then
aligned such that the film in the x-ray film cassette is exactly
struck by the x-rays (attenuated by the patient). The patient
is lifted for the insertion and for the removal of the x-ray film
cassette. The x-ray film cassette is thereby manipulated
independently of the carriage supporting the x-ray source.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An object of the present invention is to provide an X-ray
exposure apparatus which enables exposes of a lying patient
and which carries all components required for an exposure.

This object is inventively achieved in an inventive X-ray
exposure apparatus having a flat detector composed of a
matrix of detector elements, preferably amorphous silicon
(a-Si) detector elements, is provided, this being connected to
the carriage (which also carries the x-ray source) by an
articulated arm. Accordingly, the flat detector can be inserted
under the patient at the patient bed as a consequence of its
low structural height and an electronic image generation is
possible. An additional advantage is the capability of struc-
turally supported manipulation for inserting the detector
under a patient.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The single figure is a side view of an exemplary embodi-
ment of a mobile x-ray exposure apparatus, constructed in
accordance with the principles of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

The drawing shows a carriage 1 displaceable on the floor
that carries and supports an articulated arm 2 to which an
x-ray source 3 is mounted so as to be threedimensionally
adjustable in space. A second articulation arm 4 carriers a
flat detector 5, likewise three-dimensionally adjustable in
space. The flat detector 5 is formed by a matrix of detector
elements, preferably the amorphous silicon detector ele-
ments. The detector signals from the detector elements are
supplied to image electronics 7 via a line 6 guided in the
articulated arm 4. Control electronics 8 serves for control-
ling readout at the flat detector 5§ as well as controlling a
voltage generator 9 arranged in the carriage 1. The voltage
generator 9 is supplied by a battery 10 that can also be
formed by an accumulator that can be charged via a mains
connection 11.

The output image signals of the image electronics 7 can
be supplied via a plug-type connection 12 to a monitor 13
and/or to image data networks for image playback. monitor
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for image playback, however, can also be directly attached
to the carriage 1.

For production of an x-ray exposure at a sick bed, the
illustrated x-ray exposure apparatus is moved up to the bed,
the flat detector 5 is inserted under the bed or under the
patient, and the x-radiator 3 is set such that the flat detector
5 is fully struck by the x-ray beam.

The illustrated x-ray exposure apparatus also allows expo-
sures of a standing or sitting patient. To this end, the flat
detector 5 can be correspondingly adjusted. For an exposure
of the standing patient, the detector 5 is pivoted into a
vertical position, with the position of the x-ray source 3
being correspondingly set. The battery 10 can also be
eliminated when the x-ray generator 9 is directly connected
to the mains terminal 11.

Although modifications and changes may be suggested by
those skilled in the art, it is the intention of the inventor to
embody within the patent warranted hereon all changes and
modifications as reasonably and properly come within the
scope of his contribution to the art.

I claim as my invention:

1. A mobile x-ray exposure apparatus comprising:

a manually movable portable carriage having non-
motorized means for freely moving said carriage with-
out any directional constraint;

an x-ray source and first articulation means attached to
said portable carriage for mounting said x-ray source
on said portable carriage for allowing three-
dimensional position adjustment of said x-ray source;

a flat radiation detector comprised of a matrix of detector
elements which emit image signals dependent on radia-
tion from said x-ray source incident thereon;

second articulation means attached to said portable car-
riage separately form said first articulation means, for
mounting said flat detector on said portable carriage for
allowing three-dimensional position adjustment of said
flat detector; and

image electronics, completely contained in said portable
carriage, supplied with said image signals and emitting
video signals, at an output within said portable carriage,
produced from said image signals.

2. An x-ray exposure apparatus as claimed in claim 1
further comprising a plug on an exterior of said portable
carriage connected to said output of said image electronics
for supplying said video signals to a playback arrangement
selected from the group consisting of a video monitor and an
image data network.

3. An x-ray exposure apparatus as claimed in claim 1
further comprising a voltage generator completely contained
in said portable carriage and connected to said x-ray source,
said voltage generator having a mains terminal, proceeding
from said portable carriage connectable to an external power
source for supplying power to said voltage generator.

4. A mobile x-ray apparatus as claimed in claim 1 further
comprising a voltage generator contained in said carriage
and connected to said x-ray source, and a battery contained
in said carriage and connected to said voltage generator for
supplying power to said voltage generator, said battery
having a mains terminal connectable to an external power
source for recharging said battery.

#* #* #* #* #*

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com.



https://www.docketalarm.com/

