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(57) ABSTRACT

A connector includes a mask end for connecting with the
interior of a respiratory mask, a supply conduit end, and a
gas washout vent passage having an inlet adjacent to, or
forming part of, the mask end in fluid communication with
the interior of the respiratory mask and an outlet in fluid
communication with atmosphere. The vent outlet of the vent
passage is disposed on the side of the connector remote from
the mask end. A respiratory mask includes a mask shell, a
mask inlet for connecting with the outlet of a breathable gas
supply conduit, and a gas washout vent passage. A vent
outlet is disposed on the side of the mask remote from the
mask interior and is adapted to direct the washout gas in a
direction substantially parallel to the longitudinal axis of the
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