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[57] ABSTRACT

A “hybrid” encoder has a characteristic action suitable
for substantially full complementary playback in an
audio signal transmission or recording system using
decoders designed for one type complementary en-
code/decode system while permitting compatible de-
coding with decoders designed for use with another
type complementary encode/decode system, or play-
back without any special decoders at all. The hybrid
encoder is a series or parallel arrangement of two en-
coders that are modifications of standard encoders used
in the two systems. In the preferred embodiments the
two systems are A-type noise reduction and spectral
recording. A variable degree of hybrid encoding is
provided by varying the characteristic controlling cir-
cuit parameters in the two encoders, or in a preferred
embodiment, by providing a variable combining ar-
rangement that selects selects from the outputs of a
hybrid encoder and an unmodified encoder (spectral
recording).
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