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[57] ABSTRACT 

A system and method for exchanging data processing capa
bilities between computers. The computers exchange capa
bilities so that data transfer between the computers may be 
made in the most efficient data format possible for the two 
computers. A first computer, which will receive a data file, 
sends a list of data processing capabilities to a second 
computer, which will transmit the data file to the first 
computer. The transmitting computer examines the capabili
ties list of the receiving computer as well as its own 
capabilities list and determines the most efficient data format 
for the transfer. The transmitting computer may process the 
data file into an intermediate format for efficient data transfer 
so that the receiving computer will process the intermediate 
data file into the desired data format. The capabilities list can 
be cached for future communication between the computers. 
The system can update the capabilities list and inform other 
computers whether their cached capabilities list is current. 
Capabilities can also be forwarded from one computer to 
another so that a third computer can determine the capabili
ties of the first computer from the second computer or the 
capabilities of the second computer from the first computer. 
The system is readily applicable to facsimile machines 
where custom and application data processing capabilities 
can be exchanged. 

42 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets 
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