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Who says preparing
your tax return is easy?

' We do, with the incredible
(M‘Wfi‘fib mammmw E(‘ W." 1

Here’s an easy—to—operate, menu—

driven program that lets you prepare
and complete your Federal income tax
returns—even if you don’t know much
about computers or

accounting. And our easy-
to—use manual gives you

all the knowledge you
need to complete your tax
return accurately

Features: Guides you

through every step of the
. tax preparation process

with full user prompts, and
instructs you on which
forms you must complete.

Automatically checks

your tax alternatives, such
as income averaging, etc,
and calculates the lowest

amount of income tax you must pay.

Sets up a unique Taxpayer File,
enabling you to make changes to your
completed tax return, at a later date.

Completes the most commonly
Lused supporting schedules—A, B, C, D,

 
i More power for your dollar:

CIRCLE 172 ON READER SERVtCE CARD

Tekawitax...

Swiftax
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‘ G, W and SE——stores the totals, and

integrates this information onto your
Form 1040,,104OA or tO4OEZ.

Prints your tax information and
prints out itemized lists of
dividends, interest, etc,

that are too long for the
standard forms.

Prints out amortization

schedules, summarizing

yearly principle and
interest payments.

A new program disc
and manual can be

obtained for one additional

Swittaxl lt's just

another good eXample ot
Timeworks’ commitment

_ to quality, problem—
solving programming.

Now at your favorite dealer.
Suggested retail price: lBlvi/Apple—
$69.95, Commodore 64649.95.

Available for IBM“; PC* and Per*;
App|e* family; Commodore 64*

Other fimewoflcs Programs: V
as The Evelyn Wood Dynamic Reader is The Etsctronrc
Checkbook tilt The Money Manager Swiltcatc m Wail Street
e Sylvia Porter’s Personal Finance Managertat SylvraPorter’s
Personal Investment Manager
“Registered Trademarks of tntematimat Business Machines Corporation Appte Computes: my,and Comrmdore Cbmpister systems ,

©3984 Tmeworks inc At! rights remitted

year at a nominal charge. _
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TE—TTERS TO THE EDiTOR  

Revised Kids On Keys
Dear Editor;

I am writing in response to your
October review of the Apple version of
our product, Kids On Keys.

You are absolutely right. The ver-
sion your reviewer, Penny Smith, used
was far too difficult for the intended age
group for the program, kids aged 3 to 9,
The problem was identified by our staff
two months ago and has been corrected.
The corrected version is now available in
stores across the country.

Consumers who have purchased the
old, faulty version can send that disk to
our customer service department and we
will be happy to send them a new disk
free ofcharge.

William H, Bowman, Chairman
Spinnaker Software Corp.

 
   

One Kendall Square
Cambridge, MA 02139

Tricks and Treats
Dear Editor: -

Thank you for the tenth anniversary
issue of Creative Computing. I saw my-
self in several of the now successful peo-
ple who started large companies with
little more than dreams~especially in
the story of Forrest Mims parking cars
with an engineering degree.

I’d like to offer a prediction for the
future of computing. The twentieth an-
niversary issue of Creative Computing
will contain an article by a computer
snob—some kid now in high school
learning Basic, who will state that to be a
real computer, a machine must. have
30Mb of memory, voice recognition, a
64-bit address bus, and artificial intelli-
gence in ROM,

I also predict that the public will
swallow the AI myth hook, line, and
sinker, and fail to realize that Al is based
on the same kind ofmagic used by Black—
stone and Edger Bergen. (The difference

 
between Blackstone and today’s com—

  
puter science magicians is that Black—
stone knew that it was only a sophisti-
cated trick!)

Steve McGrew
RAM~BAM Arts & Games

617 Constitution Dr.
Orlando, FL 32809

Selectricity
Dear Editor:

In one area ofhistory, your publica-
tion has been deficient. I happen to be a
strong fan of standard electric type-
writer keyboard layouts for computers.
However, I cringe when I read, for the
umpteenth time, “why didn’t IBM use
its Selectric keyboard on the IBM PC.”

For starters, the standard arrange-
ment of keys on an electric typewriter
(9! over 6, * over 8) existed before IBM in—
troduced the first Selectric typewriter
back in 1961. In fact, it wasn’t until the
Selectric II that the IBM Selectric con—
formed to the standard completely, by
placing the exclamation point over thenumeral 1.

Lately, inexpensive daisywheel—
based typewriters have been making in—
roads into the market for the good old
IBM goliball. So, with the introduction
of its Electronic Typewriters, models 30,
40, 50 and 70 (since superseded by the
models 65 and 85) and the Selectric III,
IBM decided to match the daisywheel in
one area by increasing the number of
characters per element from 88 to 96.

For mechanical reasons, the print-
able character keys on an electric typeu
writer, even a Sclectric, must be grouped
closely together. Thus, the offending key
between the lefthand Shift key and the
letter Z was born. To convince people to
conti us buying IBM typewriters, and
that this new arrangement wasn’t all that
bad, IBM then copied the arrangement
to its other productsw-the IBM 3101
ASCII terminal, new terminals in their 5
3278 line, and theDisplaywriter. And, of
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hundreds more. We

keep the circuits safe for
business, government and

FASTER THAN 5 NANO—

SECONDS, STRONG

AND SOLID STATE PLUG III
Electra-Guard industry all over

glitch and surge YOUR BEST BUY,
in less than 5 WE GUARANTEE
billionths of a

second. All you do is plug
it in. No more overvoltage.

Your Electra-Guard is

unconditionally guaranteed
for one year, and sure to be

Webuild it solid. your best buy.

Biwes’dsc’lde” . FREE BROCHURE!
$3,129 case . PH 800-237-6010
heavy duty_ (In Florida
it far ex- 813-544-8801)
ceeds the Call. We’ll
surge . send you a

brochure that tells you all

about power disturbances,
surge protection and Electra—
Guards.

voltage guides for
AC power voltages.

its simple style and neutral
color suit your home
or office.

switch and 6 foot extension

cord. it protects 6 devices
for $59.95.

These Electra—Guards

are the best buy in surge
protection on the market.
No others give as much
protection for the money.
ELECTRA-GUARD

PROTECTS UNCLE SAM,
GTE AND BURGER KING

We sell Electra-Guards to

the Air Force and Army; to
Kentucky Fried Chicken;
to the government’s Geo-
logical Survey Department;
to Honeywell, GTE, and

We will also tell you the name
of the dealer near you.

 
$49.95 to $79.95

Electra-Guard System 2
(above left) keeps six
devices safe from over-

voltage. Cost: $49.95.

The System 4 (center) with»
EMl/RFi filter; protects 3
devices from overvoltage
and’electronic noise.

Cost $79.95.

Electra—Guard System 12
(far right) has an on/orf

 
ELECTRON/CSURGE

SUPPRESSOR

If you depend on electronics,
depend on Electra—Guard.

g:3:;

Pinelias Park, Féorida 33565
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FOR THE IBM...
Business

D: Base llI
Multimate
Word Perfect
Super Ca‘lc
Mulliplan

INPUT/OUTPUT

course, when it came out, the IBM PC.
So, we don’t have one unaccount-

able stupidity on IBM’s’part, but instead
a. series of little mistakes, each one \of
which seemed reasonable at the time.

John Savard ‘
#1, 10737-116th St.

 

congratulated for making an excellent
magazine fly for ten years.

I have decided to start a user’s group
for farmers using computers. This would
give farmers and agribusinessmen a
means of exchanging information and a
means by Which newcomers in the farm
computer field could get help with spe-

“$35.23*” Edmonton’AL cial problems that more experiencedPFS: Write $ 80.00 TSH 3M3PFS: File

5153: graph: eport
553258388 ThinkT‘ank

m 265.00 Multiplan135.00
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Dollars 8. Sense.

80.00
50.00
30.00

105.00
3100

‘l 35:00
59:00

Eei Ee l/O
Dear Editor: -

farm computer operators might already
have overcome.

I would welcome correspondence '

, from readers who might be interested.
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let Us Do The Typing
Many of the, programs that appear

in Creative Computing are available for
direct downloadng from the Creative
Computing Special Interest Group
(SIG) on CompuServe. In addition, the
SIG features a public bulletin board,
“mailboxes” for each of the regular col-
umnists, a street price index, and regul-
arly scheduled rap sessions with editors
and contributors. To get the SIG quick-

   

ly once you are logged on, simply type“
GO PCS 22 at any prompt.

; Reach An Editor Quickly
Want to reach Betsy Staples, John

Anderson, Dave Ahl, or another editor
in a hurry? You can do so via MCI
Mail.
number 257-0077.

Innovative Educational
Applications ,

A national conference, “Innovative
Microcomputer Applications in School
Programs? will be held March 31—April
2, 1985 at the Baltimore Plaza Hotel in
Baltimore, MD. The program is de-
signed for computer studies directors.
K-l2 teachers,and administrators. For
information, contact Melinda Curtis,

Send to BSTAPLES or account_

 

ACT Apricot Address
Since we ran our reviews and pre-

views of the ACT product line, the
company has moved to new Quarters.
You can contact them atiACT Com-
puters, Inc., 3375 Scott Blvd., Suite 342,
Santa Clara, CA 95954, (408) 727-8090.

Free Computer Handbook
Trends in Information Technology:

1985 is an excellent 80-page handbook
for executives and others who want a
grounding in the effects of computers—
technological, social, and economic—as
well as trends in information systems,
network architecture, and system de-
velopment. The book closes with a
series of specific (and pragmatic) action
recommendations for the coming year.
The book is free from your local Arthur
Anderson & Co. office, or write-Arthur
Arthur Anderson & Co., 69 W; Washing-
ton St., Chicago, IL 60602. ‘

New Address

for Hope Center
The current address for the Hope

Center “Hands Off Program Experience”
(see “Of Passion and Pet Projects” by
Peter McWilliams, Nov. 1984) is Hope
Center, Attn: Gerry Schwartz, c/o Voice

 

0R TOLL-HEIDUTNDE OHIO

1-800-272-1600
CIRCLE 183 ON RADER SERVICE CARD
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Friends School, 5114 N. Charles St.. Prints, Inc., PO. Box 16171, Irvine, CA

Baltimore, MD 21210. (301) 435-2800. V92713, (714) 756-9099.
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SQUEEZE MORE OUT OF EVERY
ON-LINE MINUTE.

WITH NEWVIDTER
COMMUNICATIONS SOFTWARE

. iv 1.. F1201. :CGMWSERVE. .
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 Introducing the most powerful

 

. ' network. With the new IBM PC Network (which is
The new IBM so easy to connect you can do it yourself I. theI_ _ _ _ _
 

  

 

I _
. . . "1

Personal compUter I lBM Personal Computer AT SpeCIfications i
I! User Memory Diagnostics I

Hold on to your hat. I '2wfi6KB~3MB* ‘ :ower-on self—testing“ I. , icroprocessor arlty checking“ ' ' ~
The 116“: IBM PBFSOHfil Complltel‘ AT “OF I l6/24~bit80286* ' cmos configuration table with |

Advanced Technology) 15 based on theadvanced i fifiilfind amtected modes“ ‘ Ifibattery backup* I. . . I I my emory nguages -

80286 I6-bl_t InlCI‘OpI‘OCBSSOl”. Thls remarkable I 1.2ME and 360KB diskette BASIC, Pascal, FORTRAN, |
computer W111 run many of the programs written I zoi/Igefiid disk my Hilfiger? Assembler, COBOL. APL I
for the IBM PC, up to three times faster: You’ll be I 412MB maximum auxiliary Supports attachmentof serial I
able to recalculate large spreadsheets in seconds I K3533? ' Pearri'igfilfiymyces I
and retrieve files in a flash. \ ' I Enlarged enter and shift keys (ROM) 64KB |a - ' 84 keys. ' Clock/calendar with battery’ |

Its got the power I and price) to surprlse you. I IOIODICOIII,‘ 7 cmmmphics I
In many ways. - ' I Caps lock, num lock and scroll Text mode 7 |

' I lock indicators Graphics mode |
I Display Screen Communications I

C . . . . o I IBM Monochrome and Color RS—2327C interface |ompatibility, expandability, I Displays I Networking _ I- I Operating Systems High—performance. high-capacity |
networkmg t00- I Dos 3.0, XENIX" station on the iBM PC Netvyork“ i

‘ *Advanced Features for Personal Computers ' J
 

W'thth IBMD' to 't' I ~ ' L.——— —-— ———— ———— .
1 6 IS pew lugs)81em’theIBM IBM Personal Computer AT can share informationP . 10 t AT

6mm omp“ er can use many Programs » With IBM PCS, PC/XTs and IBM Portable PCs.
from the fastest-growing library in the personal
computer software industry.

 

7 The IBM Personal Computer AT is also available Get a hands-on, hats-off
with up to 3 million bytes of user memory to run . ' demonstration
multiuser, multitasking operating systems such

as XENIXTM. .Volume upon volume of information is The new IBM Personal Computer AT has the
available at your fingertips. You can customize ' power, compatibility and expandability many PC
your system to store up to 20,000 pages of. infor- users need, at a very appealing price.

. mation at one time. And its keyboard helps you use For more information contact your authorized
all of this computing power more easily. IBM PC dealer, IBM Product Center or IBM ’

This new member of the IBM PC Family is a marketing representative. For a store near you
powerful stand-alone computer that can also be call 1-800-447-4700. In Alaska or Hawaii call
both the primary file server and a statiOn on your 1-800-447-0890. 
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Little Tramp character licensed by Bubbles Inc” s.a.
XENIX “‘ is a registered trademark of Microsoft Corporation
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David H. Ahl

Red Ink and Layoffs
Latest casualities in the personal

. computer market: Otrona Advanced
Systems, maker of a transportable IBM
clone. The company plans to liquidate
rather than try to reorganize under the
protection of Chapter 11. Franklin
Computer, now operating under Chap-
ter 1 1, has been unable to find a buyer or
merger partner, andalso plans to
liquidate.

In 1973, Archie McGill, the youn—
gest Vice president of IBM, left for the
greener pastures of AT&T. Eight years
later, the feisty McGill departed AT&T
to assume the presidency of Rothschild
Ventures, a venture capital firm. A ma-
jor venture, of which McGill became
chairman, was Knoware, Inc. of Cam—
bridge, MA. The company, founded by
two MIT professors, marketed a soft-
ware package that purported .to teach
executives how to climb the corporate
ladder by learning to use their personal
computers. Purchasers weren’t con-
vinced, and after many months of going
nowhere, the firm is now in liquidation.

At the Softcon show last year, Ova-
tion was touting a new integrated soft-

 

' ware package. “It will run rings around
Symphony and Framework,” said enthu- '
siastic booth personnel. But the product
was plagued by delay after delay. Today,
the firm is for sale. Ever optimistic,
President Thomas Gregory hopes some—
day to see the product on the market.

June, .Rodnay Zaks of Sybex Computer
Books invited 20 notable computing pio-
neers for Pioneer Days in San Francisco.
It was a gala media event. Then, three
months later, each pioneer received a let-
ter from the credit manager of the Hyatt
Regency which said, “Sybex hasnot paid.
for your account and your charges have

card.” Pretty shabby, Sybex.

CD5 Invade Computer Field;
Floppies Retuliute ‘

Four leaders in audio company disc
technology, Denon, Philips, Sony and
3M, have announced the development of
a CD-based optical read only memory

 

 

Handwriting on the wall? Last ' 
been plac'ed on your personal credit'

(ROM) system for computers. A single
4 3/4"CD-ROM has a capacity of over
5 SOMb, about the equivalent of 500 dou-
ble densit'y floppy disks. In addition to
offering efficient storage, this enormous
capacity also provides the opportunity
to store high—resolution graphics along
with standard ASCII data. 4* 1k . ‘4: i: *

Information Storage of Colorado
Springs has introduced a 5 1/4" 100 Mb,
write-once optical disk drive. The me-
dium is supplied by Hitachi/Maxell and
Sumitomo Chemical and is seen as a first

’3 move into the US. market by Sumitomo.
Evaluation units are priced at

$3000; however, company president
Steve Popovich expects prices to drop to
$500 by 1986. Popovich feels the drive
will satisfy “a real need for archival and
audit trail data.”

"Record Album” Diskefles
Memron, a San Jose floppy disk

maker, has developed a process,
Chromadisk, to print full—color images
directly onto a diskette carrier. Says Bill 1
Bollinger ofMemron, “Ofcourse it’s not
fair to judge a word processing package,
spreadsheet, or educational program by
the way it looks. Nevertheless, ” he
added, “people will always tend to judge
a book by its cover.”

A secondary benefit ofprinted disk—
ett‘e carriers is prevention ofcommercial
piracy; dishonest stores will have a diffi-
cult time selling a black copy of a disk
that should be printed.

Random Bits

We hear from Japan that IBM or-
dered upwards of one million 3.5"
microfloppy drives from Toshiba and
Alps. For what you might ask? A new
portable, perhaps? . . . IBM also bought
a bunch of Japanese MSX computers,

. peripherals, and software from Qest
Publishing, a group of former
SpectraVideo employees ., ' -

Microsoft has developed a new
operating system, HH—DOS (hand held
DOS), which integrates common
applications of notebook computers and
is file compatible with MS—DOS . . . On
the other hand, an apologetic letter from

 

 

Vice President Steve Ballmer 0f
Microsoft discloses a further delay in the

, shipment of Microsoft Window from
November 1984 to June 1985. Appar—
ently the designers are having problems
with speed, _ graphics capabilities, and
reliability . . . Microsoft isn’t alone.
Gordon Mustain of Rising Star an-
nounced yet another delay in the release
of Valdocs 2.0 for the Epson QX- low in-
crease the speed of the word processing
module and add additional features . . .

And speaking of Epson, they recently
proposed a standard codingscheme for
printers called ESC/P. It seems sensible
to us and perhaps with 40% of the dot“
matrix printer market,Epson can make
it happen.

Having lost $3_million.in the first
nine months of 1984, Management Sci“
ence America (MSA) has put Peachtree
Software up for sale. So far, no takers.
Peachtree recently bought two educa-
tional software publishers, Edu-Ware
and Design Ware but killed off the Edu—
Ware label. Now, Design Ware plans to
re—introduce the label . . . Sherwin

Steffin, founder of Edu-Ware, has filed
an $1 1.6 million suit against MSA alleg-
ing securities fraud, conspiracy, and
violation ofagreements related to the ac— .
quisition. He claims that MSA delib-
erately depressed Edu-Ware sales after
the acquisition was completed in order
to diminish payments to Edu-Ware
shareholders. ‘

Doubleday paid one of the biggest
advances ever for a computer book, l .3
million, to Stewart Brand for the Whole

Earth Software Catalog. To make money
on the deal, Stewart figures Doubleday
will have to sell more than 500,000 7 '
copies. Infoworld is betting they do-it; I’ll
be surprised ifthey touch 100,000. '

Troubled VisiCorp will merge with
a new Sunnyvale-based company,
Paladin.‘_ Founders Dan Fylstra and Pe—
ter Jennings will not have a role in the
new company . . . We‘ hear that Apple
will discontinue the Lisa line in 1985 and
concentrate. on the larger Macs. After
discussing the 16-bit Apple IIx on
Compuserve, Steve Wozniak now denies
any plans for it at all . . t. In early
November 1984, Apple built lts two mil-
lionth Apple II. E 
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