=T _—n“‘-

s i o ] e SRR

o e {
SRS BONERCEETNET :
i S EEREEDES [ores o ) - 1is 2
CEEERES A CES  CETN EE vl
(OEEEENE  SEERE OEEE BRSNS SREm i 8
e R — ;
ST i

Newsweekly for Mictocompuiter Users

The
Yovember b1 a82 Volunie 40 Nunther 43 yid
| @
Cromemco Graphics Oshorne Gets 80 Columns Dow Jones Joins CBS

SMEN

=

dMdS

=

g

3 ”m] Gover: The Electronic Paletts- nace 18

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com.



https://www.docketalarm.com/

I
|

et

The Newsweekly for Microcomputer Users

Two corporate giants jump intfo soﬂwa

re publishing

Dow Jones and CBS hop on the bandwagon, but take different routes to purveying wares

By John Markoff; IW Staff

CBS, Inc, and Dow Jones & Com-

any have both announced that they
are entering the software-publishing
business

The corporate giants have chosen
different routes to approach the
personal-computer industry, how-
ever.

Dow Jones has announced a series
of business-analysis software pro-
grams, designed to be used in con-

Early January is
target date for
Osborne upgrade

By Paul Freiberger, IW Staff’

Osbome | owners will soon be able
to upgrade their portable computer so
that it will have 80 columns instead of
52 and double-der
stead of single density

The Osborne 1. which has heen
available since April 1981, was the first
portable microcomputer. Since then,
several other companies have begun
producing portables, some with more
features, than the original Oshome 1.
Now Oshorne is offering some of these
features

Otvners of an Oshorne 1 made after

Sepiember 15 can have the changes

made hy their dealees, but machines

that were built earlier will have 1o be
-

returned to the Oshorne lactory
Hayward, California, where the com-
pany is prepariag an orderly way "of
handling the upgrade

In the worst casg-someonc will be
without the mgehin 14 davs. ex-
plains Oshome Computer spokesman
Ihom Hogan

Users can begin lo res
in the upgrade schedule immediately
by contacting their dealer, but the
work will not begin until Japuary <
adds Hogan

Il users have their machines up-
graded at the factory, it will cost S185
each for double density and 80 col-
umns, and $110 for installation and ad-
justment. Thus, a complete upgrade
will cost S480.

In sume cases. disk drives and
power supplies will have 1o be com-
pletely changed.

single density and 52 (:ulumns re-
main the Oshorne standard; buyers
desiring the enhanced capabilities on

See Oshorne upgrade, |
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ity disk drives in-,

junction with the Dow Jones News
Retrieval electronic information ser-
vice. £BS, on the other hand, has con-
tracted with K-Byte Software of Troy,
Michigan, to provide games for the
Atari 400- and B00-series computers.
Tim Tumer, Dow Jones News Re-
trieval marketing director, pointed to
recent software market entries by
John Wiley, McGraw-Hill and Irwin
Books la Dow Junes subsidiary). as well
as CBS and Dow Janes, as an indica-

tion that major cor porations have fi-
nally recognized the significance of
the software market.

I think that the real siory is our
commitment o software publishing,
he said.

Cheryl Daly, a spokesperson for
CBS, said that in addtion to the games
that have been announced so far, CBS
intends to introduce “"home manage-
ment and educational software. ¢
said that CBS will also be developing

Charles Moore gave a seminar on image processing (photos by R Milewskil

Forth community come of age

Iy Richard A, Milewski
SAN JOSE, CA—The Red Lion Inn here
was the site of the Third Annual Forth
convention. Sponsored hy the Forth
Iiterest Group, the one-day event is
the largest annual ;..ilh(]mf.. of the
comimunity of Forth users. while both
minicomputer and microcompute
users were represented, microcompu-
tevists heavily autoumbered the mini-
computer canfingent .
Although the theme ot this TR
conference was Forth applications,
the number ol vendors exhibit
tirnkey application packages was
quite small Most Forth applications

~etheirspor Wider spectrum attend annual convention

are custom, one-time development e
1orts, hut many of the vendors at the
show have application packages in de
velopmient If only same ol these pack
dpes make it to kel nest vea
show will feisture an avalanche of off-

the-shell applications m Forth
Aast exhibitors were showing Forth
fanguage svstents and  development
tools for ous pieces of hardware
Phe imast popular nachine for which
new Forths are heing crafied appeared
1o he isurprise, surprise the IBA Per:
sonal Computer. Other notable svs
tems included Creative Solutions
Sev Forth convention, page 4

some of its software internally.

Industry analysts tend o see the la-
lest corporate entries as confirmation
of the growth potential of the software-
publishing market.

This is evidence thal eve ryone
wants to get on the gravy train,” said
Jean Yates, president of Yates Ven-
tures, a Los Altos, California, market-
research company that specializes in
frw, .
“T'he profit margin for winners is
fantastic, ' she added, noting that she
expected other major traditional pub-
lishers 1o try to buy their way into
software publishing by acquiring an
iv successtul software company
Yolanis, a project director at
Creativ ?‘W ategies, a San Jose, Califor-
nia, market-research firm, said that he

See Dow andsCBS, page 5

MicroPro Int 'l
restructures’ by
laying off 100-plus
Pares staff to compare

with its competitors

By Paul Freiberger, IW Staf)’

For the second lime in recent
months, MicroPro International has
announeed that it is laving ofl employ-
ees. This time the layoff is even more
dramatic than the 104 cut in person-
nel last August

The ax has not finished talling ver,
hut it loaks like the publisher of Word-
Star and Datastar will let benween 100
anel 150 people go this time, in what a
companyspokesman refers to as a “re-
structuring anda “dvnamic process

Amang those no longer working at
Microbro are senior vi
Bruce Van Natta and vice-p:
finanee Donald Fluken

Bruce Bastl, MicroPro's curment vie &-
president ol domestic sales and mar-
keting. said that neither Van Natia nor
Fluken had heen fired Natta re-
tired, and Flukew resigned, offered
Hastl

Asouree close to MicroPro said that
Van Natta did not leave voluntarily.
however, and in fact had to be
vorted from the company s San Ral:
Calitornia, lacilities by a security offi-
cer Bastl did not confirm this account
and. when pressed with regard Lo, its
aeeuraey, s “To my knowledge it

See MicroPro layoffs, page 5
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IN FOCUS:
. PERSONAL'COMPUTERS
COMMUNICATE

By John Markoff, IW Staff

Rich Schinnel's computer rarely dleeps.

Located in his home in Rockville, Maryland, his IBM PC silently runs a software
program that allows other computer users to log onto it all hours of the day and
night. . . : 4

And call they do. Since setting up his system to accept public calls during the mid-

dle of the summer, almast 6000 calls have been placed to the system.
. See Software, page 22
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Unlike most other personal-
computer bulletin-board software that
is designed for electronic communica-
tions, however, Schinnel's host com-
munications software (Hostcomml/ is
designed principally for uploading
and downloading software written for
the [EM Personal Computer.

Therein lies a simple revolution
Personal computers have become
communications devices, and as the
distinction between compulers and
the ielephone becomes increasingly
murky, a grass-rools movement is
springing up around transferring
software directly benween computers.

Software publishing companies

aren't about to be left out either. A new
industry based on the electronic
transmission of software—both games
and business programs—is on the
verge of blossoming and giant con-
glomerates such as CES, Time-Life,
Inc. and Knight Ridder are mulling its
potential on the sideline.

5till as in the personal-compulerin-
dustry before it, individuals and hob-
byists have led the way in epmputer
communications.

The author of Hostcomm, Don
Withrow, wrote the downloading pro-
gram on a dare and a bel 5chinnet vet
him a steak dinner that he couldn’t
write a program in two weeks that
would allow Schinnel to call and leave
a message on Withrow's IBM PC while
he was away from his computer.

Withrow did it, and the program even-
tually grew, after many revisions, to be-
come Hostcomm.

Another programmer, Andrew
Fluegelman, wrote a popular commu-
nications program for the IBM PC and
released i1 to the public under a
“freeware' concept that gives users
the option of paying for the program if
they find it helpful

Fluegelman has found that PC-
TALK has developed an electronic life
of its own: it has appeared on many
computers fur downloading and has
been passed from system to system.

What has started at a person-lo-
person level is about to be trans-
formed overnight. The term tele-
saftware has emerged. and software
publishing houses. computer manu-

“facturers and even cable companies
are preparing to get into the act.
Time-Life, Ine, is, to an-
nounce 2 full-channel cable-teletext
experiment i an Diego, California,
and Orlando, Florida, that will utilize
electronically transmitted software to
increase the users’ ability to manipu-
late information. The effective data

“ rate of the system, which utilizes the

full bandwidth of a television channel,
will be between four and five
megabits.

Bill von Meister, one of the original
founders of The Source Telecomput-
ing Corporation, has set up a new veg-
ture, Creative Associates, that plans to
market Gameline, a plug-in 1200-baud
modem for Atari's new video-game
machine. R

The system allows 'users to

2z InfoWorld
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download and play video arcade
games in their homes. The game
software will reside in RAM and self-
destruct after a certain number of

plays.

Telesoftware will
soon become routine

partly because _
computer users want
instant gratification.

Von Meister is planning to sell the
modem module for $39.95 and charge
for each game played, although users
will be paying only a fraction of what
coin-operated arcades now cost.

Already in existence is PlayCable, a
joint veniture of Mattel and General In-
strument, a large cable-equipment
manufacturer. PlayCable allows cable
subscribers to download games into
Intellivision sets and play them an un-
limited number of times for a flat
monthly fee. i

Comshare, which owns Target
Software and is a computer network
and timesharing company, is looking
closely at plans to use its netwark
nodes as an electronic distribution
point for software. Comshare has
many network points in Europe and
the United Kingdom.

In England, the British Broadcasting
Company (BBC) has been broadcast-
ing teletext software to users of Acorn
personal computers for several years.
Currently the software is education-
ally oriented; however, the BBC may
soon send a wider range of software.

In this country, National Public Ra-
dio (NPHI and the National Information
utility Corporation have announced
plans 1o broadcast software 1o per-
sonal computers over the FM carrier
sideband of NPR stations. Personal
computers would be fitted with a
“black box" receiver that would cap-
ture the transmissions and automati-
cally downloagl software.

Although it claims that it has no in-
tention of moving into the telesoftware
market itself, Radio Shack will soon
market a system that makes small-
scale telesoftware business an attrac-
tive possibility. Ron Stegall, Radio
Shack’s vice-president of computer
merchandising, notes that the com-
pany already offers a multiplexer that
simultaneously allows 16 callers to ac-

low them to function as a small

host-information utility. By June 1983

= " November 1, 1982
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