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its context. B, To exude or give off in drops or smell quantities.
—inir. 1, To undergo or be produced by distillation. 2. To fall
or exude in drops or smell quantities, [Middle English diseils
len, to trickle, drip, distill, from Old French disiilier, from Latin
ddsiillare, distilldre ; dé-, down + stifidre, 1o dreip, from sififat,
drop.] —die-tili’e-ble ag).
din-tillate (dis'ta-la1", dis-F1t) A 7. The liguid condensed from
vapor in distillation, 2. Anything regarded as an e¢ssence or
purified form. Also called *'distillation.”
din-til-la-tion {dis't>-12"shan) n. 1. Any ol various heat-depend-
ent processes used to purify or separate a fraction of u relatively
complex substance; especially, the vaporization of 2 kquid mix-
ture with subsequent collection of components by differential
cooling 10 condensation. 2, A distitlate.
distillation column. A tail cylindrical metsl shell internally
fitted with perforated horizontal plates used to promotc scpara-
tien of miscible liquids ascending in the shell as vapor.
dis-tillvar (dis-tiior) A, 1. One that distills, as a condenser; a
stilt, 2, A pmdum or maker of alcoholic liquors by the process
of distillation. )
dig-tillsar.y (dis-tl'a-1E) m.. pl. -les. An establishment or plant
for distiiling, especially alcoholic liquars. .
dis+tinct (dis-tingkt’) adr. 3. Not identical; individual; discrete,
2. Not similar; diflerent; unlike. 3. Easily petcsived by the

senses or intellect; clear. 4, Well-defined; explicit;

distillate

tively, (0 turning something, such as the human mind or fudg-
ment, from B tru¢ course. Gaar! usually refers 10 making twisted
or knolty in a physical sense.
dis-tor-tion (dis-tor’shan} m 1. The act ot an instance of dis-
tonlndg: 2, The condition of being distorted. 3. Opries, A dis-
1orted image resulting from imperlections in an gptical system,
such as a tens. 4. Efecrronies. 1. An und d change in the
wavcform of a signal. b. Any consequence of such a change;
especially, diminished clarity in reception or reproduction.
B. Prychoanalysis. The modification ol unconscious impulses
Inte forms ble by 1 or dr ing p ption.
—distor’tlon-al adf.
distr, distributor.
din-troct (diz-trikt’) ir.v -trected, -tracting, -tracts, 1. To ¢ouse
1o turn away from the origingl focus of atteation or interest; to
sidetrack; divert: Do noi allow any remporary excliement to
distract you from the real business.” (C.8, Lewis). 2, To pull in
contlicting directions; unsettle; bewiider, [Middle English dis-
tracten, from Latln distrahere (past participle disrracius), 1o pult
apart, draw away, perplex : dis-, apart, aside + (rahere, to draw
:.seewm h- in Appendix®).] e=dis-trac’tive adl. —dia.trect’s
ng-ty adv,
dis-tract-ad {dis-trak’td) adi. 1. Having the attention diverted.
2. Suftering conflicting emotions; distraught. $¢e Synonyms at
§ tul. dl ct*ad-ly adv.

able. —See Synonyms at evident. Lisage notc At die-
tinctive, [Middle English, separated, different, frem Old
French, from Latin distinctus, past participle of distinguere, Dis-
TINQUISH,] —dis-tinet'ly adv. —dia-tinct'nevs r.
dis-tinc-tigh (dis-tingk’shan) a. 1. The action of distinguishing;
discrimination; differcntiation. 2. The condition or fact of
being dissimilar or distinct; a difference. 3. A distinguishing
factor, attribute, or ch ristic. 4. Excell or eminsnce,
as of performance, charactér, or reptation: a man of disiinc
tion. 5. Recognition of achlevement or superiority; honor:
graduate with distinction. —See Synonyms at dittersnce,
dig:ting-tive (dis-tingk’tiv) ad). 1. Serving to identify: distin-
uishing: distinctive tribal tattoos, 2. Characteristic: distinctive
iabtu. 3. Linguistics. Phonemically relevant, —See Synonyms
1t _charscteristio. —disstine’tivesly adv. —dis-tinc'tive-ness A
Usage; Distinciive and distinct are related but seldom inter.
ckangeable without difference of meaning, A disrinctive odor
sats somehing apart; a disting? odor i an unmistakable one, A
distinceive manner of speaking sharply characterizes a person; a
distinet manner emphasizes clarity, Two distinctive groups are,
again, individualistic (with Tespect to all others); two distinct
groups are scparate ones (primarily with respect 1o each other),
dis-tin.gud (dlis'ting.gd", di.sting’gh; French dés-tin-gd”) afg
Distinguished in appearance, mannoer, or bearing. [French,
“distinguished.”
dis-tin-guish (dIs-ting’gwish) v. -g D
={r. 1.To tecognize as being different or distinct. 2. To per-
ceive distinctly: disoern; make out. 3. To deteci or recognize;
pick outl. 4. To make noticcable or different; sct apart. 8, To
cauga 1o be eminent or recognized, Usually vacd in the reflexive:
He distinguished himself a3 o statgsman. —intr. To perceive or
indicate differences; discriminate. Usually used with among or
between. [Middle English distinguen, Irom Old French distin-
guer (present stem distingkiss-}, from Latin distinguere, to stpa-
tate, distinguish. See staig- in Appendiz.®] —distin’gquish-a-bie
adj, —=dig-tin’guishea:bly adv,
dii«ﬂn-yui;hur (dis-ting’gwish1) ady. Abbr. dist. 1. Character-
ized by excellence or distinetion: aminent; renowned. 2. Dig-
Dified in conduct or appesrance.
Di ished Conduct Medal. Abbr. D.C.M. A British mili-
ration for distinguished conduet in the field.
Diﬂimlnd Flying Cross. Abbr. DEC. B.F.C. 1. A US. mili-
tary decoration awarded for herolsm or extracrdinary achieve-
ment in aerigl combat, 2. A similar British decoration awarded
o officers of the Royal Air Force,
stinguished Service Cross. 4bbr. DSG, D.8.G, 1. A U5,
Army decoration awarded for exceptional heroism in combar.
2. A British decoration awarded 1o olficers of the Royal Navy
for gallantry in action.
Dlstinguished Service Medal. 45r. DEM, DEM. 1. A USS.
military decoration awarded for distinguished performence in a
duty of great responsibility. 2, A British decoration awarded to
noncommissioned officers and men in the Royal Navy and
Royal Marines for distinguished conduct in wer,
Distingulshed Service Order. A5, 0.8.0, A Britizh military
decaration for gallantry in sction.
dig-tort (dis-tdrt’) tr.v. -torsad, - , -torts, 1. To twist out of
a proper or ratural relation of paris; misshape; contort. 2. To
cast false tight on; alter misleadingly; mistepresent. 3. To cause
1o wark in a twisted or Idilorderty manner; to pervert. _lLat.in
distorquire (past participle distortus) : dis-, apart, aside +
lorquére, to \wist (sez tarkw- in Appendix®).] ==digtori’sr n,
Synonyms: distort, twist, deform, comtort, warp, gnarl. These
verbs memn to change the form or chareeter of somsthing, usu-
ally to its disadvantage. Disrort applies 10 physical change in
shape, as by bending, wrenching, or exaggerating certain fea-
tures; to verbal or pictorial misrepresentation; and to alieration
or perversion of memingor something spaien or written. Twisr
h&s similar application but intensifies the idea of matked and
deliberate change. Deform relers only to physical change that
distigures and usually deprives the object of attractiveness or
capacity {or normal { iening. Comart i jes violen! phys-
ical change that produces unnatural or grotesque effects, Warp
can refer to physical turning or twisting out of shape or, figura-
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distrac-tion (dis-trik’shan) a. 1. The acy, of distracting or the
condition of being distracted; a diversion [rom Bn original
focus. 2, Anything that compels attention or distracls; espe-
cially, an amusément. 3. Exireme mental or emotional disturb-
ance: obuession: “ loved Dora Spenfow 1o distroction!”
(Dickens).
dis'train (dfs-trdn®) v, trained, -waining, treins, Law =1,
1. To seize and hold (property) to compel paymenl or repara-
tion, a5 of debts. 2. To the property of (8 persan)in order
to compe! payment of debts; to dittress. —iatr. To levy 3 dis-
tress, Madtﬁe English disireinen. to seize, compel, detsin,
Irom Old French destreindre (present stem destreign.), from
Medioval Latin distringere, to seize, compel, from Latin, to
draw apart, detain, hinder : dis-, apart + stringere, 1o draw tight
{see atreig- In Appendix®).] —dis-train’a.bin adl. —dis-train’-
ment A, —distrai’nor {-trd’ner), dis-train’er A
dia-train-we (dis'tri-né’) n. Law. One who has been distrained,
dis-traint (dis-1thnt’) o Law. The act or process of disiraining; a
distress, [From DISTRAIN {after KESTRAIN, RESTRAINT).]
dia-traught (dis-u0t’} adj. 1. Anxious or agitated; harried, wor-
ried, 2, Crazed: mad. —See Synonyms at sbetracted,  [Mid-
dle English, alteration of disiraci, distracted, [rom Latin dis-
gracus, past participle of distrakere, to perplex, pisTRACT.)
dis-trese (dis-tris’) 1r.v. -iressed, -tressing. -trassas. 1. To cause
anxicty or sulfering to: to worry or upset. 2. To bring into
difficult circumstances, sspecially linancial 3. Archalc. To con-
strain by harassment. 4. Law. To hold the property of (a per-
son) against the payment of debis; to distrain. —a. 1, Anxiety
or sylfcring; sorrow; unhappiness, 2, Scvere strain resulting
frqm cxhaustion, accident, or the like. 3, The condition of
being in need of immodiate assistance: o damsel In distress; a
Ship tn distress, 4. Law. a. The act of distraining or seizing, as
goods. b. The goods thu selzed. [Middie Englich distressen,
destressen, from Old French destresser, Irom desiresse, “narrow
passage,” strait, canstraint, from Vulgar Latin districtia (unat-
tested), narrowness, from Latin distrierur, past paticiple of dis-
tringere, “*to draw tight,” detain, hinder. See distrain.} —dls.
resa’ing-ly adv. )
dis-tress-ful (dis-trés’fal) adl. 1. Causing distress. 2. Experi-
encing distress. —distrasa’ful.ly adw —distrese’fub-nass n.
disstribeutar.y (dis-trle’yo-tErE) n., pl, -les. A branch of a river
that fiows away from the main straam and does not retyrn to it;
especially, such a branch on the delta of a large river. Compare
tributary,
dis-trib-ute (dls-1rib’yoit) ir.yv. -uted, -uring, -utes. 1. To divide
and dirpense in portions; parcel out. 2. To deliver or pass out:
diseributing handbitls on the streer. 3. To spread or diffuse over
an_grea, Often wsed in the passive: g widely disiributed species.
4. To separate inlo categories; classify, B. Logic. To use (a
term) so as to include all individuals or entities of a given class.
8. Printing. To separale (type) and replace in the proper boxes.
[Middle English distriburen, [rom Latin distribuere : dis-, aparnt
+ tribugre, to allot, grant (sce wibute),]
Synonyms: distribute, divide, dispense, dole, deal, ratlom. These
verbs mean Lo give sémething as & portion or share. Distribure is
the least specific. Divide implies giving out portions determined
by plan and purpose, often cqual parts of portions based on
what [s due or deserved. Dispense stresses ¢ven more the sense
of careful determination of portions according to what is con-
sidered due or proper, Dale (usually followed by our) implies
careful and scant measurement of portions; often it applies to
distribution of charity or something given reluctantly. Deal sug-
sests orderly and cquitable distribution, piece by piecs, Ration
refers to equitable division of scarce items, often necessitics, by
8 system that limits individual portions.
dis-tri-bu-tion (dis'ire-bysd7shan) #. 1. The act of distributing
ar the condition of being distributed; apportionment. 2. Some-
thing distributed; an allotment. 3. The act of dispersing or the
condition of being dispersed; a diffusion, #. The geographical
occurmence or renge of an organism, 8, Division into catego-
rles: classification, 8. Law. The division of an estate or prop-
erty among rightful heirs, 7. Commerce. The proecss of mar-
keting and merchandising goods. 8. Any spatial or temporal
array of objects or events: the distribution of theaters on Broad-

1 i;;h:/u_‘ thin. path/th this, bathe/Il cut/Gr urge/v valve/w with/
& Fe ami/ 7. Te, Gee, swhtingll Fr. [y, Ger. Uber/KH Ger. ich, Seor.
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yes{z webra, sime/zh vision/s about, item, edible, gallop, circus/
och/N Fr. bon. *Follows main vocabulsry. 1Qf obacure origin,
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