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configurable cache. Requests to access a mass slorage device
such as a disk or tape are intercepted by a device driver that
compares the access request against a directory of the

contents of the user-configurable cache.

If the user-

configurable cache contains the data sought to be accessed,
the access request is carried out in the user-configurable

cache instead of being forwarded to the device

driver for the

target mass storage device. Because the user-cache is imple-
mented using memory having a dramatically shorter access
time than most mechanical mass storage devices, the access
request is fulfilled much more quickly than if the originally

intended mass storage device was accessed.

Data is pre-

loaded and responsively cached in the user-configurable

cache memory based on user preferences.
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