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Superstructure | supra-

superstructure n. 1 the part of a building
above its foundations. 2 a structure built on top
of something else. 3 a concept or idea based on
others. o Superstructural adj.

supertanker n. a very large tanker ship.

supertax n. a higher rate of tax on incomes
above a certain level.

supervene v.intr. occur as an interruption ora
change. [from Latin supervenire ‘to come on top
of’] o supervenient adj. supervention .

supervise v.ir superintend, oversee. [based on
medieval Latin Supervisus ‘surveyed’) O super-
vision 1. supervisor 7, supervisory adj,

Superwoman n. (pl. “women) collog. a woman
of exceptional strength or ability.

supine adj. 1 lying face upwards (cf. PRONE 1a),
2 inert, indolent. [from Latin supinus ‘turned
backward’] o pinely adv. i .

Supper 7. an evening meal, esp. a light or infor-
mal one. o sing for one’s supper do something
in return for a benefit, [from O1d French super]

supplant v.tr. dispossess and take the place of,
esp. by underhand means. [from latin sup-
Dplantare ‘to trip up’] o supplanter 1.

pple adj. (suppler, plest) flexible, pliant.

[from Latin supplex ‘submissive’] o suppleness
n

supplely var. of suppry2,

supplement en. 1 3 thing or part added to
remedy deficiencies (dietary supplement). 2 a part
added to a book etc, to provide further infor-

tum] o supplemental adj.
ly adv. suppi tion 7.

supplementary adj. forming or serving as a
supplement; additional. 0 supplementarily
adv.

supplementary benefit 1, hist. (in the UK) a
Wweekly allowance formerly paid by the state to
those with an income below a certain level, now
replaced by iNcomE SUPPORT.

suppliant [supli-dnt/ eadj. 1 supplicating. 2
expressing supplication. en, a supplicating
person. [French, literally ‘beseeching’] O sup-
pliantly adv.

supplicate v. formal 1 ¢ petition humbly to (a
person) or for (a thing). 2 intr. (foll. by to, for)
make a petition. [based on Latin supplicatus
‘beseeched’] n supplicant adj, & o, sup-
plication n. supplicatory adj.

supply ' e vt (-ies, -fed) 1 provide or furnish (a
thing needed). 2 (often foll. by with) provide (a
person etc. with a thing needed). 3 meet or
make up for (a deficiency, need, etc). 4 fill (a
vacancy etc.) as a substitute, @1, (pl. -ies) 1 the
act or an instance of providing what is needed.
2 a stock, amount, etc,, of something provided
orobtainable. 3 (in pl) the provisions and equip-
ment for an army, expedition, etc. 4 (often
attrib.) a person, €.g. a schoolteacher, acting as
a temporary substitute for another. oin short
supply scarce. [from Latin supplére ‘to fill up’]
O supplier 1.

supply?adv. (also supplely) in a supple manner.

supply and demand n, Econ. the amount or
quantity of a product available and required, as
factors regulating its price, :

supply-side n. Fcon, denotj .
taxation and other incenmi?%oa Policy
and invest. Progy,

support ev.ir. 1 Carry all op par
of. 2 keep from falling or sinki
provide with a home and the ece
4 enable to last out; give Strengt) s
substantiate or COITOborate (a
theory, etc.). 6 back up; secopg ;ta e
favour of (a resolution €1C). 8 be geps
ested in (a particular team o
Supporting adj.) take 3 part
to (a principal actor etc.). 4
(cannot support the noise). en, 4 the g
instance of supporting; the PrOCess ofp:
ported. 2 a person or thing that su el
secondary actat a POp concert ete. gijn
of in order to support. [from Lagyy, 5 uP
‘to convey, carry’] nsupporiable
portability n. Supportably g4y, Suppg,
adv.

e
Sport 9 Iy

thing thyy sup
acause, teapy,

supportive adj. providing Support or
agement. o Supportively gy, SUpportive,
n.

suppose v.ir. (often foll. by that + clay
assume, esp. in default of knowledge
inclined to think. 2 take as a possib
hypothesis (let us Suppose y
imper,) as a formula of prop
harder). 4 (of a theory or result etc.) requj;
a condition (design Supposes a creator), 5 in
circumstances that; if (supposing we stay
Supposed adj.) generally accepted as pa
(his supposed brother). 7 (in Dbassive; foll,
infin.) a be €xpected or required (was supp,
write to you). b (with neg.) ought not; ng
allowed to (not supposed to smoke). oj supp
S0 an expression of hesitant agre f
0l1d French supposer] o supposabi

supposedly adv. as is generally supposed

Supposition n. 1 a fact or idea etc. suppose
the act or an instance of supposing. s
Positional adj, :

suppositious agj. hypothetical, assumed

Supposititious qj. spurious; substitute
the genuine,

suppository n. (pl. -ies) a medical prepar.
designed to be inserted into the rectu
vagina to dissolve. [from medieval Latin
Ppositorium ‘(thing) placed underneath’]

Suppress v.tr. 1 end the activity or exjstenq
esp. forcibly. 2 prevent (information, feelings,
etc.) from being seen, heard, or known.
partly or wholly eliminate (electrical ‘i
ference etc.). b equip (a device) to reduce s
interference due to it. {based on Latin supp:
‘pressed down’| osuppressible ad
Pression n. suppressive adj. suppresso

sSuppressant n, a suppressing or restra
agent, esp. a drug that suppresses the appeti!

Suppurate vinir 1 form pus. 2 fester. [based
Latin pus puris ‘pus’] o suppuration 1.
Purative qadj.

Supra adv, above or earlier on (in a book et

supra- prefix 1 above. 2 beyond, transcen
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