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superstructure | supra-

superstructure n. 1 the part of a building
above its fioundations. 2 a structure built on top
of something else. 3 a concept or idea based on
others. a superstructural adj.

supertanker n. a very large tanker ship.
supertax n. a higher rate of tax on incomesabove a certain level.

supervene uintr. occur as an interruption or a
change. [from Latin supervenire ‘to come on topof] o supervenlent adj. supervention n.

supervise v.tr. superintend. oversee. (based on
medieval Latin supervisus ‘surveyed’] nsuper-
Vision 11. supervisor n. supervisory adj.

superwoman n. (pl. -women) collaq. a woman
of exceptional strength or ability.

supine adj. 1 lying face upwards (cf. PRONE la).
2 inert, indolent. [from Latin supinus ‘turned

’1 n supinely adv. supineness n.
supper 11. an evening meal, esp. a light or infer
mal one. i: sing for one’s supper do something
in return for a benefit. {from Old French super]

supplant vtr. dispossess and take the place of,
esp. by underhand means. [from Latin sup-plantare ‘to trip up’] n supplanter n.

supple adj. (suppler, supplest) flexible, pliant.
[from Latin supplex ‘submissive’J cu supplenessTl.

supplely var. ofSUPPLYZ.
hing or part added to

remedy deficiencies (dietary supplement). 2 a part
added to a book etc. to provide further infor-
mation. 3 a separate section, esp. a colour maga-
zine, added to a newspaper etc. 4 an additional
charge payable. 0 vtr. provide a supplement for.
[from Latin supplementum} a supplemental adj.supplementally adv. supplementation n.

supplementary adj. forming or serving as a
supplement; additional. n supplementarinadv.

supplementary benefit a. hist. (in the Ulq a
weekly allowance formerly paid by the state to
those with an income belowa certain level, nowreplaced by INCOME SUPPORT.

suppliant /sup«li-ant/ oadj. 1 supplicating. 2
expressing supplication. o 11. a supplicating
person. (French, literally 'beseeching’] usup-pliantly adv.

supplicate v, formal 1 tr. petition humbly to (a
person) or for (a thing). 2 intr. (full. by to, for)
make a petition. [based on Latin supplicutus
‘beseeched’] u supplicant adj. 8 n. sup-plication n. supplicatory adj.

supply1 ovtr. (-ies, -ied) 1 provide orfurnish (a
thing needed). 2 (often foil. by with) (a
person etc. with a thing needed). 3 meet or
make up for (a deficiency, need, etc.) 4 fill (a
vacancy etc.) as a substitute. on. (pl. -ies) 1 the
act or an instance ofproviding What is needed.
2 a stock, amount, etc, of something provided
or obtainable. 3 (in pl.) the provisions and equip-
ment for an army, expedition, etc. 4 (often
attrib.) a person, eg. a schoolteacher, acting as
a temporary substitute for another. a in short
supply scarce. [from Latin supplére ‘to fill up’]a supplier n.

supply? adv. [also supplely) in a supple manner.
supply and demand n. Econ. the amount or
quantity ofa product available and required, as
factors regulating its price.
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supply-side n. Econ. denoting
taxation and other incentives toand invest.

support own 1 car all or
of. 2 keep from fallgg or 51-133: 0
provide with a home and the hate
4 enable to last out; give strength !
substantiate or corroborate (a
theory, etc). 6 back up; second
favour of (a resolution etc.) a be
ested in (a particular team or Spor
supporting adj.) take a part tha
to (a principal actor etc.) 1
(cannot support the noise). on. 1
instance ofsupporting; the meeSs ofgc.
ported. 2 a person or thing that m 61
secondary act at a pop concert etc, a in
of in order to support. [from Latin m
‘to convey. carry’l U supportable adj
thablllty n. supportably adv, supp”

supporter n. a person or thin
esp. a person supporting a caus

supporting film n. a less i
cinema programme.

supportive adj. providing support oi- '
agement. u supportively adv, “Mom”
TL

ry or result etc.) mg
a condition (design supposes a creator).
circumstances that; if (supposing we Stay)
supposed adj.) generally accepted as be
(his supposed brother). 7 (in passive; foil,
infin.) a be expected or required (was supp
write to you). b (with neg.) ought not; no
allowed to (not supposed to make). nl supp
so an expression of hesitant agreement. [fr
Old French supposer] u supposahle adj.

supposedly adv as is generally supposed
supposition n. 1 a fact or idea etc. suppose
the act or an instance of supposing. apositional adj.

suppositious adj. hypothetical, assumed.
supposititious adj. spurious: substitutethe genuine.

suppository n. (pl. -ies) a medical prepar
designed to be inserted into the rectu
vagina to dissolve. [from medieval Latin
positm'um '(thing) placed underneath’]

suppress an: 1 end the activity or existent
esp. forcibly. 2 prevent (information, feelings
etc.) from being seen, heard, or known.
partly or wholly eliminate (electrical inference etc). b equip (a device) to reduce S
interference due to it. (based on Latin supp‘pressed down’] nsuppressible ad]-
pression n. suppressive adj. suppress"

suppressant n. a suppressing or restrain;
agent, esp. a drug that suppresses the appetl

suppurate vintr. 1 form pus. 2 fester. (hast
Latin pus puris ‘pus’] asuppuration 11»puratlve adj.

supra adv, above or earlier on (in a book

supra- prqix 1 above. 2 beyond. trans? 
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