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[57] ABSTRACT

A distributed, server-based communications network
architecture delivers broadband and narrowband com-
munications services. In the architecture, various tradi-
tional call processing functions, such as switching fabric
or channel control, call control, and connection control
are separated into distinct application processes with
clearly defined interfaces for communications between
these application processes. Those distinct application
processes may be implemented in separate physical or
logically partitioned nodes. The well-defined interfaces
allow communications among: a) physical or logically
partitioned nodes within a network and b) physical or
logically partitioned nodes of other networks.
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