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(57) ABSTRACT

A caller ID based call routing feature is described for blocked
and non-blocked caller ID’s. A processing system in the pub-
lic switched telephone network (PSTN) receives first identi-
fying information for identify the source of a telephone call
and associates additional information stored in a memory
with the first identifying information. The additional infor-
mation may be information about the calling party initially
downloaded to the memory by a subscriber. Once retrieved
from the memory by the processing system, the additional
information may then be transmitted to the subscriber via the
Internet for display on a monitor or to the subscriber’s tele-
phone for display on a telephone display. Another feature
described is a branch calling feature where the subscriber
may program a processing system within the PSTN to for-
ward an incoming call to two or more end units (e.g., tele-
phones) simultaneously. If the call at an end unit is answered,
answer supervision signaling is transmitted back to the pro-
cessing system which then terminates all other calls. The
processing system then connects the calling party to the sub-
scriber. The branch calling may be made for any combination
of'local, long distance, and cellular telephone numbers.
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