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ABSTRACT

Patterson 64:

In the present invention, a special purpose watch function is
used to find reference to uninitialized memory within a
computer program during debugging. The uninitiahzerl
rnemory watch may be implemented singularly with respect
to a given memory allocation or as a watchpoinl wherein a
watch is set on a memory space for each instance of a
memory allocation during execution of a program. At the
point where this watch is set, the program assumes that the
memory targeted is uninitiatized. When storage to the target
memory is macle, the watch function marks that segment of
memory as initialized and permits continued program execu-
tion. Upon detecting a reference to the memory. a determi-
nation is made as to whether the watched memory space is
initialized.
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