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A

géneral-purpose computer

applicatiens compared ro djznizmg actual music. For example. a three-minute M file may take oniy
20 10 30K, whereas a WAV fie {digntal audio} could consunte up to several: mngabt;ts &epcndmg on

sound quality.
general-purpose computer - o :
Refers to computers that follow inscructions, thus virtually ll compiitets from micro to m.]lnﬁ'amt. are

general purpose. Even compuiers in toys, games and smgic—mnulon devices follow instructions in their

builiie program. In contrast. compurational devices can be designed from scrateh for special purposes
{(see ASIC),

general-purpose controller

A peripheral conerol unit that can service more than one rype of peripheral device; for example, a
printer and & communications line.
general-purpose language

A programming language used to solve 3 wide variety of problems. All cammeon programming
languages {(FORTRAN, C OBOL, BASIC, C, Pascal, e} are cxamples. Conrrast with special-purpase
languagr
generatbr

(1} Software that creates software. Sce application generator and macro generator.

(2) A device that creares électrical power or synchonization signals.
Genie

An online informazion service from IDT, Hackensack, NI, that provides Interner access, chat lines,
roundeable discussions and games. Tt was oiginally the General Flecrric Neowork for Information

Exchange. See enfine services.
geniock

(generavor lock) (_1rcu1trv thar sym.hm:mcs video sxgnala for mmnr' In ptrsonal Lumpnmrﬁ a
geatock display adapeer converts sereen ountput into an NTSC video qgaal which it synchronizes with an
external video source, ]
geometry calculations

In 3-Dgraphics rendeting, the reansformadion from 3-D world coondinates into screen coordinares.
the clipping of non-visible parts and lighting.

geostationary, geosynchronous

Earth aligned. Refers to communications satetlices charare plancd 22,282 miles above dhe equator and,
eravel ar the same speed as the carth’s roration, thus appearing stationary.

germanium

The material used in makmg the first seansistors, Although still used in vcry timited apphca:mns,
germanium was replaced by silicon years ago.

gesture recognition
The ability to interprer simple hand-written symbols such as check matks and slashes.
get” ‘ ’
In programming, a request for the next record in an input file. Conirast with pat.
Gfiops - -
" See gigaflops. o ’ o
ghost

(13 A faine second image char appcar; close to the primary image on a display or printour. In
transmission, it is 3 result of secondary signals that arrive ahead of or later than the pnmarv slganai Qaa
printolt, ivis eabsed by bouncin ng pnm e]cmenrs as'the paper passes by.

(2} To dzsp[a) a menu oprion in a dimmed, fuzzy typeface, lndma(mi, itis not sdecmblc at this rime.
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