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1 
 

I, Tal Lavian, Ph.D., declare as follows: 

I. INTRODUCTION AND QUALIFICATIONS 

A. Summary of My Opinions 

1. U.S. Patent No. 8,694,657 purports to describe a computerized 

technique for facilitating real-time communication between individuals using 

computers connected via the Internet.  As I will explain below, the challenged 

claims do not recite any feature that would have been regarded as novel or non-

obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art.  By April 1996 (the earliest priority 

date of the ’657 patent), real-time collaboration over computer networks was well-

known, including video/audio conferencing, whiteboarding, and messaging.  One 

of these references, U.S. Patent No. 6,608,636 to Robert D. Roseman, was filed 

more than four years before the earliest priority date for the ’657 patent.  Roseman 

discloses a networked “virtual conferencing” system that discloses all of the 

supposedly inventive features of the ’657 patent.  As I will explain below, all of the 

challenged claims would have been obvious based on the prior art. 

B. Qualifications and Experience 

2. I have more than 25 years of experience in the networking, 

telecommunications, Internet, and software fields.  I received a Ph.D. in Computer 

Science from the University of California at Berkeley in 2006 and obtained a 

Master’s of Science (“M.Sc.”) degree in Electrical Engineering from Tel Aviv 
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