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[57] ABSTRACT 

A network port configurator device for automatically con­
figuring a system having network workstations and corre­
sponding network equipment of various physical protocols. 
The network port configurator comprises a plurality of input 
and output ports for receiving physical wiring to which the 
workstations and network equipment arc attached. Detection 
circuitry attached to the input and output ports determine the 
physical protocol of the attached workstations and network 
equipment by determining a characteristic of the attached 
equipment. Examples of identifying characteristics include a 
characteristic impedance, a characteristic voltage, and a 
characteristic cable identification of the workstation. Logic 
circuitry uses this information to control a circuit switching 
mechanism that connects the input ports to the output ports. 

20 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets 
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