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(57) ABSTRACT 

A macro virus definitions database is maintained and 
includes a set of indices and associated macro virus defini­
tion data files. One or more of the macro virus definition data 
files are referenced by the associated index. Each macro 
virus definition data file defines macro virus attributes for 
known macro viruses. The sets of the indices and the macro 
virus definition data files are organized according to macro 
virus families. One or more strings stored in a suspect file are 
compared to the macro virus attributes defined in the one or 
more macro virus definition data files for each macro virus 
family in the macro virus definitions database. The macro 
virus family to which the suspect file belongs is determined 
from the indices for each of the macro virus definition data 
files at least partially containing the suspect file. 
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