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938 process • productivity 

mechanical or photomechanical duplicating process 3 : of or involv~ 
ing illusory effects usu. introduced during processing of the film 

•pro-cess \rro-'ses\ vi [back-formation fr. 'procession] chiefly Brit (1814) 
: to move m a processton 

p · , -•s-\ n (1926) : a cheese made by 

pr as-,es-o-b;,l, 'pros-\ adj (!954) : suit-
able for processing : capable of being processed pro-cess·ibiJ.i·ty or 
pro-cess-abil·i·ty \,pras-,es-o-'bil-ot-e, ,pros-\ n 

'pro-ces-sion \pr;,- sesh-•n\ n [ME processioun, fr OF procession, fr. LL 
& L; LL procession-, processio religious procession, fr. L. act of proceed
ing, fr. processus, pp.) (12c) 1 a : a group of individuals moving 
along in an orderly often ceremonial way b : succESSION. SEQUENCE 2 
a: continuous forward movement : PROGRESSION b: EMANATION (the 
Holy Ghost's- from the Father) 

'procession vi, archaic (1691): to go in procession 
tpro-ces•sion•al \pro-'sesh-nol, -on-'1\ n (15c) 1 : a book containing 
material for a procession 2 : a musical composition (as a hymn) de
signed for a procession 3 : a ceremonial procession 

'processional adj (ca. 1611) : of, relating to, or moving in a procession 
pro-ces-sion•al·ly \·e\ adv 

pro-ces-sor \'pras-,es-gr, pros-\ n (1909) 1 : one that processes (scrap 
-> 2 a U) : COMPUTER (2) : the part of a computer system that 

~ra~~;: (~, ~·~~mpit!!J•ti:f';u~:'::~~~&.7";~~~~~'i~tob 'r~~~~~~~~ 
able to the computer 

process printing n (193 I) : a method in 
usu. three or more colors so that 

gr-'bal, 

pro-choic-er \-'choi-s:>r\ n • 

P~):;~!~~fr\PL~~~~;:',;,J':.~-~ pr~~fo~:;"~~~~~;,~~e ~oFc~; 
at PRO-. CLAIM] ~l5c) 1 a: to declare publicly, typically 
proudly, or defiantly and m etther speech or wntmg : ANNOUNCE 
: to give outward indication of : SHOW 2 : to declare or declare to 
solemnly, officially, or formally (~ an amnesty) <~ the country a 
republic) 3 : to praise or glorify openly or publicly : EXTOL syn see 
DECLARE-· pro-clitim-er n 

p::,~;)~~~~;ti~ ;:.:t:~~~;~n~:s~~~a~J~;. ~~;~:f~f::~;J;, ~F g1;~~: 
clamare] (!Sc) 1 : the action of proclaiming : the state of being pro
claimed 2 : something proclaimed: specif : an official formal public 
announcement 

P:;t~l!t!c(a;~~o;~k~j{;;~~~ e~'fJiti~W( 1 s46)1~ti~f.\e{!iin~~o, Po";"cO!istit~t 
ing a word or rcarticle without sentence stress that is accentuall& depen
~h~~~f.;'~n~t ~l~~~fti~t~essed word and is pronounced wit it as a 

p~~~~·r:y p~o;-~~:;J-~ ~~r.~;t~i~l [L p~~~:':s· p~c!.~g~:~~~f~~: 
1591) : an inclination or predisposition toward something; esp : a 
strong inherent inclination toward something objectionable syn see 
LEANING 

Proc•ne \'priik-ne\ n [L, fr. Gk Prokne] : the wife of Tereus who is 

p~=~~Jf~f,)~~~~~n~t~~~~\ ~[t:f~.~~~mL~~~ pro consule for a consul] 
(14c) 1 : a governor or military commander of an ancient Roman 
province 2 : an administrator in a modern colon~. dependency, or 
occupied area usu. with wide powers pro-con•SU•Iar \-s(~·)lor\ adj 

pro-cr!"s~n':;:·~~~~)~~~~2!::~.~at, p~~\~~·~:!'t~:f; ~~t~i~h[';rocras-
tinatus. pp. of procrastinare. fr. pro- forward + crastinus o' tomorrow, 
fr. eras tomorrow) vt (1588): to put off intentionally and habitually -
vi: to put off intentionally the doing of something that should be done 
SfD see DELAY pro-cras-ti•na-tion \-,kraS•t>·'nli·shon\ n pro-cras-

p~::;!?:n)·'~f;r~k~:..!~~\\dj (1588) 1 : producing offspring 2 ar

p~~~~a~ \~.~~~a~~~ai'.'eS~~~~~['L procreatus, p. of rocreare, fr. pro-
forth + creare to create~ more at PRO-, CREATEJ vt (! !36): to beget or 

~H~tri~0:;h R~~!~~~~_:_ ~~~~~-~ifon\,;:o:k;~.·~~~!n\rn brinlr!~~~~ 
ative \'pro-kre·,iU-iv\ adj- pro-cre·ator \-,at-or\ n 

pro-crus-te·an \p(r);,.'krgs-te-~n. prO-\ adj, often cap (ca. 1846) 1: of, 
relating to, or typical of Procrustes 2 : marked b¥ arbitrary often 
ruthless disregard of individual differences or special Circumstances 

procrustean bed n, often cap P (1848): a scheme or pattern into which 
someone or somethmg is arbitrarily forced 

~~f:~t!:. ~yepl~;;J~~\·~t~r!k6-~y~h£;h~·~3~et;;',:Cvci~:~"~1 'fi~ i~~~ 
his bed by stretching their bodies or cuttinjl off their legs 

pro-cryp.tic \(')pro-'krip-tik\ adj [pro- (as m protect) + cryptic} (1891) 
: of, relating to, or being a concealing pattern or shade of colonng csp. 
in insects 

proc•to-dae•um \,prak-to-'de-~m\ n, pi -daea \-'de·o\ or -dae•ums [NL, 
fr. Gk pri5ktos anus + hodos way more at CEDE) (1878): the poste-
~~~;~~~~1 tC:'~u~~;:~~;]'1tary canal for~ed in the embryoby 

proc•tut-o.gy\pr1ll<-'tat:;rje\ n'[GKJlfi5Ktos + c:rog.VT(f899): a bran.cb 
of medicine dealing with the structure and diseases ol the anus, rectum, 

\~~k~l~";;~~~~.:-::.tol \pnik-'tm'.:!~;~'t~l~j-ik\ or proc·to-log·i-cal 
proc•tor \'prak-tor\ n procutour procurator, proctor, alter. of 
procuratour] (l4c) : SUPERVISOR. MONITOR; specif : one appointed to 
supervise students (as at an examination) proctor vb proc•to-ri·al 
\priik·'tor-e-gl, ·'tor-\ adj- proc•tor·ship \'prak-tor-,ship\ n 

pro-cum•bent \prO-'bm-bant\ adj [L procumbent·, procumbens, prp. of 
procumbere to fall or lean forward, fr. pra- forward 

;~~':'t~"ai'{ !to~~ ~~;'~.;-;;n'do~It~~~:r )o~S~~:) l,: ~~~~la~~ ~~':l,~g stems 
proc•U•ra-tion \,priik-yo-'ra-shan\ n [ME procuratioun, fr. MF procura
tion. fr. L pracuratton·, procuratio, fr. procurntus. pp. of procurare] (l5c) 

1 a: the act of appointing another as one's agent 
authority vested in one so appointed 2 : the action 
thing (as supplies) : PROCL REMENT 

prOC•U•ra·tor \'prak-yo-,nit-~r\ n (I3c) 1: one that 
affairs : AGENT 2 : an officer of the Roman 
management of the financial affairs of a 
administrative powers as agent of the 
\1 prlikMy;}wfa-*t6r-e~al, ~'tOr-\ adj 

pro-cure \pr;>·'kyu(:>lr, pro-\ vb pro·cured; pro-cur·ing 
LL procurare, fr. L, to take care of, fr. pra- for + 
a : to get possession of : obtain by particular care 
get and make available for promtscuous sexual ' 
bring about : ACHIEVE f"'¥... vi : to procure women 
\·'kyur-:>·b;;l\ adj pro-cur·ance \·>n(t)s\ n 
\-'kyu(:>)r-m::mt\ n 

¥:.~~:~ ~;~~~~:~~.~~~·~1r~!t -~~\ t~[L, fr Gk : 
fr. its rising before Sirius1: a star of ma!!nitude 0.38 in 

'prod \'priid\ vb prod·ded; prod-ding [ongin unknown] 
: to thrust a pomted instrument into : PRICK b : to · 
: STIR 2 : to poke or stir as if with a prod "' vi : to urge 

prod-der n 
'prod n (ca. 1787) 1 : a pointed instrument used to prod 
ment to act 

~~~~~!·~~. ~p~~~:~'ff~- ~~~~~\P~~~~~b Jriv~rodi~~~e t~t 
0500) 1 : recklessly extrava~ant 2 : characterized by 
penditure LAVISH 3 : yieldmg abundantly : UJXI.iRIA 
PROFUSE- prod·l·gal·i•tY \,priid-;>-'gal-;)t-e\ n prod·i 
g("·ll<!\ adv 

'prodigal (1596): one who spends or gives la,·ishiVl<nd 
pro-di-gious \pr;>-'dij-;;s\ adj (ca. 1552) 1 a 

: PORTENTOUS b archaic: resembling or befittmg 
CNUSUAL 2 : exciting amazement or wonder 
bulk, quantity, or degree : ENORMOUS syn see M. ONSTROUll-
gious·IY adv- pro-di·gious-ness n 

prod·i·gy \'priid-o-je\ n, pi -gies [L pradigium 
prod- + -igium (akin to aio I say) -more at 

~or!e~~nu~x~~:~Jtt7a~~ m~r:v!fo'::~.t~~n.~g•n~:~=~~~~~~~l?:n,~:; 
or event b: a highly talented child 

pro-dro-mal \(')prO-'dro-m"l\ adj (1716): PRECURSORY• esp: 
prodromes 

Pd~;:t.:;~,.~g:~;g~~\F: fii..P~~:!~O:s~~·~. '6~~~~~:.~:.tf~\ 
fore + dromos running~ more at PRO.. DROMEDARY] (1822): a 
monitory symptom of disease 

·~:c~:,cfr'r~;:;yJ!~e.P{,?-~,;~ f~~~~~Je~ ~~~r~c;~,J~E (Sc) 
TOW] vt (15c) 1 : to offer to view or notice: EXHIBIT 2 : to 
or rise to : YIELD 3 : to extend in len~th, area. or volume 
a triangle) 4 : to present to the pnbhc on the stage or 
radio or television 5 : to give being, form. or shape to : 
: MANUFACTURE 6! to to accrue "'vi: to 

,~;a:~~~e'\~~l~~(~fu, . 
produced b : the amount : 
and esp. fresh fruits and vegetables as d_ist~n,gui;;hadfJ:om 

p~~~~~~dp~~r";:?J'(~ )Jsi, ~r~~\~~JO t69) : dispr<lporti<matel] 
(a~ leaf) 

pro-duc•er \pr~-'d(y)ii-sor, prO-\ n (1513) 1 : one 
! one that grows agricultural products or manufactures 
into articles of use 2: a furnace or apparatus that produces 
ble gas to be used for fuel by circulating air or a mixture of 
steam through a layer of incandescent fuel 3 : a person who 
vises or finances the production of a stage or screen production 

~~~n~) ~~l~~si;:;,J~g;~h'cir :v:n a~a0~icv~~~u;o~~~~n~~;:'~ (as 
cursors (as carbon dioxide and inorganic nitrogen) and many 
are food sources for other organisms- compare CONSUMER b 

producer gas n ( 1895) : gas made in a producer and consisting chiefly 

p~~d~~~r~=i~~lhOi~~~~ng:~~(;~of,:'~ls and raw materials) rhat ate 

p~~~~u~~ \;g~;l'd:(.)!~~\ ~o[;~s s~~~:~:ir7 tfaalr.wM'ls ;~L~~~~:;Y L. 
something produced, fr. neut. of productus, pp. of producere; in other 
senses, fr. L productum] (15c) 1 : the number or expression resulting 
from the multiplication together of two or more numbers or expres
sions 2 : something produced 3 : the amount, quantity, or total" 
produced 4 : CONJUNCTION 5 

pro-duc-tion \pro-'d~k-sh~n. pr6·\ n (15c) 1 a: something produced 
: PRODUCT b ( l) : a literary or artistic work (2) : a work presented 
on the stage or screen or over the air c : an exaggerated ~ction 2 ~• 

:0~11;;~fr proc':::a\I~Ef~f~rc~~~ ~ ~ \~~alr~~~i;~t ~~:t~~ti'c:':t,:U~~ 
or an - pro-duc.tion·al -shon-,1\ adj 

1944): 

-~m\ n [ME proheme. 
pro- + oimi! son~] (l' 

: PRELt:DE~- pro-emt•al \! 
')pro-'en-,zim\ n [ISV] (c~ 
prO-'es-tr;)S\ n [NL] \19, 
characterized by preparat 
(1838): PROFESSOR 
\1P,_riif~;J··na~shdn, ,prO~f;;}-
amng 
\pr6~'fan~g~,t6r-e. 
: DESECRATING 
fan. pro-\ vt pro-faned; 
red) with abuse, irreve; 

wrong, unworthy, 
prophane. fr. MF, 

emp e -- more at PRO·. 
or religious pur:poses : 

·ra , impure, or def1led : 
defile what is h?IY : IRRE:<ERENT • 

possessmg esotenc or expert 1 
fan-nos\ n 
'fan-ot-e, prg-\ n, pi ·I 

b : the use of 1 
ance of profane 

vb [in sense l. 
's vows, fr. Mf 

confess, fr. pro- be 
other senses, fr. L professu~ • . PP· 
receive formally mto ~ rehgwus 
acceptance of the reqntred vows 
freely : AFFIRM h : to dedare m wor: 
3: to confess one'~ faith m or al!egtar 
be versed in (a calhng or pr'!fess10n; 
avowal l obs : to profess fnendslnp 
o-fessed \-'fest\ adj 0569) 1 : 01 

~now!edged: AF~IRMED 2: profe~S!I 
pro-iessed·IY \pr~- fes-od-le, ·'fest-le\ 
declaration! AVOWEDLY 2! Wtth pr~ 

pro-fes·sion \pr;r'fesh-on\ n [ME proJr 
L: LL profession-, profes,sio, fr. L, Pll' 
(13c) 1 : the act of takmg the _vows 
act of openly declaring or pubhcl)T c 
• PROTESTATION 3: an avowed religJ 
ing specialized kn'!wledge and often 
aration b : a pnnctpal callmjl. 
whole body of persons engaged m a c 

1pro-fes-sion·al \fr;,-'fesh-nol, -an-'1\' 
characteristic o a professton b : en 
sions c : characterized by or conf( 
standards of a profession 2 a : pa1 
an activity or field of endeavor of~ 
golfer) b : having a J?arllcular prot 

t~1f~er~ : cf~ll~~;:~ \fn~Yofc~~d~c 
~ patriot)~ pro-fes-sion·ai·IY \-e\ ' 
z~rofessional n (1811) : one that IS p 
m a pursuit or activit;; professiOnal!) 

professional corporatiOn n ( 1970) : : 
more licensed indhiduals (as a doctr 
providing professional services and" ( 

prO>fes•sion·al·ism \-,iz-~m\ n (18561 
that cbaracterize or mark a profess!< 

· · as athletic 
-!zed; -iz. 

~ ero-fes-sion·al·iza-tir 
pro-fes-sor \pr;,- fes-ar\ n (14c) 1 : 
dares 2 a : a faculty member 
institution of higher education b : 
sometimes secondary school c : o 
knowledge of an art, sport., or 
ri~al \.pro-f~'sor-e-:;}1, ,praf~d~. 
adv 

pro-fes-sor·ate \pr~-'fes-g-r~t\ 
position of a professor . _ . 

pro-fes-so-ri•at \,pro-fo;'sor-e-"t, ,pn 
ate \-;>t, -,at\ n [mod1f. of F profe. 
professor. fr. professusJ (1858) 1.: 
teachers at an institutton or m, soc1e 

pro•fes-sor·ship \pro-'fes-or-,shtp\ 
tion of an academic professor 

'prof.fer \'praf-~r\ vt prof·fered; pr 
AF profrer. fr. OF poroffrir, fr. por
more at PRO·) (14c): to present for 

'proffer n (13c): OFfER. SUG(}EST!ON 
pro·fi-cien-cy \pro-'ftsh-on-se\ n ~ 15 
or skill : PROGRESS 2: the q~altty 

pro·fi-cient \pr;r'fish-ont'- ad) [L P' 
to go forward, accompltsh, fr. pro· 
at ~Ro. oo} (I S90) : well advance< 
knowlclge=ll!:Ofieient n - pro-f 
syn PROFICIENT, ADEPT. SKILLED. ; 
knowledge and experience in .a tn 
a thorough competence denved 
implies special aptitude as .wen 1 
tery of technique; SKI~LFUL 1m ph< 
performance; EXPERT tmpltes ext~ 

as techm 
1pro·file \'pr rofilo, fr. 
forward (fr. to spm •. I 
: a representation o.f SOfl!dhtf!g u 
represented or seen tn a s1de Vl,eW 
sharp relief : CONTOUR 3 :. a Stde · 
ins; showing a verttcal sectwn of t 
sotl from the ground surface to 1 
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