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[54] METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR {57] ABSTRACT
ig%sgggirs?}ﬂ TELEVISION BILLING A subscription television system and method in which
billing information regarding programs actually viewed
[75] Inventors: Robert S, Block, Marina Del Ray, by a subscriber of the system is accumulated over non-
Calif.; John R, Martin, Milwaukee, dedicated telephone lines. A scrambled television pro-
Wis. gram signal containing a block of television program
. . P 1 material, a program identification code unique to the
{73] Assignee: Telease, Inc., Beverly Hills, Calif. plock of program material, and a program category
[21] Appl. No.: 920,846 sode, is broadcast. The codes are preferably included in
. - the vertical retrace interval of the video portion of the
22] Filed: Jun. 30, 1978 program signal and the transmitted proggram signal is
R .. selectively received at a subscriber station and selec-
Related U.S. Application Data tively unscrambled to permit viewing of the block of
[63] Continuation-in-part of Ser. No. 768,404, Feb. 14, 1977, program material being transmitted in response to sub-
Pat. No. 4,163,254. A scriber action indicating acceptance for viewing of the
IS1] I0E CL2 oo Ho4N 7/16  0lock of program material. The received program cate-
[52] UsS. Cl ooooooooeseosreossesese 358/122; 358/84;  8OrY code is compared with a locally generated cate-
358/117: 358/124 gory code to d_etermlne whether the program is accept-
i58] Field of Search ..o, 358/84, 114, 122, 123,  2ble for viewing. The program identification code is
N 358 /121,:’ 117 detected and stored for subsequent transmission in re-
sponse to the subscriber action indicating acceptance
{56] References Cited for viewing of the received block of program material.
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS The program identification code stored at the sub-
3790700 2/1974  Callais et al. . 358/84 scrib_er station is selecti\{ely accessed from a remote
3,919:462 1171975 Hartung et al. . 358/117 location over telephone lines on other than a real time
4,024,574 5/1977 Nieson ... . 358/117 basis (e.g., a periodic basis) to thereby provide billing
4,025,948 5/1977 Loshin 358/124  information at the remote location as to programs actu-
4,044,376  8/1977 Porter .. 358/84 ally viewed by the subscriber. The subscriber can thus
4,068,264 1/1978  Pires ....... 358/122 be billed monthly or on some desired periodic basis for
4,091,417 5/1978  Nieson .... - 358/124  programs actually viewed during the preceding period.
4115807 9/1978  Pires ... - 358/124 The billing period can be varied from the remote loca-
4,130,833 12/1978 Chomet .. 358/122

tion to provide a means to control the number of pro-
Primary Examiner—S. C. Buczinski grams which a subscriber can receive.
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