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probationer e proctology 
pro-ba-tion-er \-sh(o-)nor\ n 1 : one (as a newly admitted student 
nurse) whose fitness is bein~ tested during a trial period 2 : a 
convicted offender on probatiOn 

probation officer n : an officer appointed to investigate, report on, 
and supervise the conduct of convicted offenders on probation 

pro-ba-tive \'prO..bot-iv\ adj 1 : serving to test or try : EXPLOR
ATORY 2: serving to prove: SUBSTANTIATING 
~ro-ba-to-ry \'prO..bo-,tor-e, -,tor-\ adj: PROBATIVE 
probe \'prob\ n [ML proba exammation, fr. L probare] 1 : a slen
der sur~cal instrument for examining a cavity 2 a : a pointed 
metal t1p for makinj! electrical contact with a circuit element being 
checked b : a devtce used to penetrate or send back information 
esp. from outer space c : a pipe on the receiving airplane thrust 
into the drogue of the delivering airplane in air refueling 3 a' 
: the action of probi_ns: b : a penetrating or critical investigation 
: INQUIRY c : a tentat1ve exploratory advance or survey 

2probe vb probed; prob-ing vi 1 : to examine with or as if with a 
probe 2 : to investigate thoroughly - vi : to make an explor-

p~~~~=~l\~~g_..!~~,:~\"!;E(;;;;:.rrr~:;,~ 1 + benzoic acid] 
: a drug CuJ:l 19N04S that acts on renal tub~r function and is 
used to inh1bit the excretion of some drugs (as penicillin) and to 
increase the excretion of orates in gout 

p::;.~~~ici:f~~~b'!~iatr~~Ji~~ d~!t~n"s 1:::~ ~~:~.;::;.r:'~n o~~ 
mal distribution 

pro-bi·tv \'pro-baH\ n [MF probile, fr. L probitat-, probi , fr. 
probus honest - more at PROVE] : adherence to the hignest rinci
ples and ideals : UPRIGHTNESS syn see HONESTY 

'prob-lem \'pdib-lom, 'priib-'m, -,lem\ n [ME probleme. fr. F, fr. 
L problema, fr. Gk problema, lit., something thrown forw rd. fr. 
proba/lein to throw forward, fr. pro-- forward + ballein to t ow -
more at PRO-, DEVIL] 1 a : a question raised for inquiry, c sider
ation, or solution b : a proposition in mathematics or hysics 
stating something to be done 2 a : an intricate unsettl ques
tion b : a source of perplexity, distress. or vexation n see 
MYSTERY 

'problem adj 1 : dealing with a problem of human cond ct or 
social relationship (a ~ play) 2 : difficult to deal with ~ 
child) . 

prob-lem-at-ic \,priib-lo-'mat-ik\ or prob-lem-at-i-cal \-i-bl\ a ~ 
1 a : difficult to solve or decide : PUZZLING b : not definite or 
settled (their future remains ~) c : open to question or debate 

~~~~~~~~~ p~~~~~~~~~~al:r:\~~k(~nf\ ~J'vossibility syn 
pro-bos-ci-de-an \pro-,biis-o-'de-on\ or pro-bos-cid-i-an \pro-,biis-

~~d~0(Pr~G~~~C:.l'!.rril:r~! ~!::'m~~i~~nf;l:i~~islh'e ael~p~~n~~ 
and extinct related forms- proboscidean ailj 

pro-bos-cis \pro-'biis-os\ n. pi -boscises also -bos-ci-des \·'biis-o
,dez\ ~· fr. Gk probaskis. fr. pro-- + baskein to feed; akin to Lith 

~leu~':to~~d] b ~ the: h~:,!~~s~f :Sn .e~~~~~~~fn~,";Y Jo~~~;~; 
various elongated or extensible tubular processes (as the sucking 
organ of a butterfly) of the oral region of an invertebrate 

proc abbr proceedings 
pro-caine \'prO..,kiin\ n [ISV 'pro-- + cocaine] : a basic ester 
;hi~J~~~~~o~f:r1~~';,~~h:~~c acid; also: its crystalline hydro-

pro-cam.bi.um \(')prO..'kam-be-om\ n [NL] : the part of a plant 
meristem that forms cambium and primary vascular tissues- pro-

p~=~~~t~~(~~\g.%ar-e-,ot\ n [pro-- + Gk kary6tos provided 
with nuts- more at EUCARYOTE]: a cellular organism (as a bacte
rium or a blue-green alga) that does not have a distinct nucleus
compare EUCARVOTE- pro-cary-ot-ic \,pro-,kar-e-'iit-ik\ adj 

pro-ca-the-dral \,prO..ko-'the-drol\ n : a parish church used as a 
cathedral 

p~r;,co~~r;;:loV!.~";·b~d~)~~in1{t~rl~~~~~~~~fi~~ r:::o~;:;,~~ 
dur-al-ly \-e\ adv 

P(~~\':ciif~~;e~f"~2.,~~fl:i~~u;~~~i~~· ~~- tt':C~1:;1 ~: : 
step in a procedure 2 : a series of steps followed in a regular defi
nite order (legal ~> 3 a : a traditional or established way of 
doing things b : PROTOCOL 3 

P;~~re. 'r:.~~~~:'~~r~ ~ [~,r.;.~e;~~f~o';!~t.::'~~~~o~]· ~ 
: to come forth from a source : rssUE 2 a : to continue after a 
pause or interrujtion b : to go on in an orderly regulated way 3 

~: i~0 ~!~r~~~7 bdn~n :~~c::;pfl!~s, 4r: n;~v~~~t al~n:g t~ 
course ! ADVANCE syn see SPRING 

pro-ceed-ing n 1 : PROCEDURE 2 pi : EVENTS, HAPPENINGS 3 pi 
: legal action (divorce ~s) 4 : AFFAIR. TRANSACTION 6 pi : an 
official record of things said or done 

pro-ceeds \'prO..,sedz\ n pi 1 : the total amount brought in (the 
~ of a sale) 2 : the net amount received (as for a check or from 
an insurance settlement) after deduction of any discount or charges 
P~~~!'e'!~l;~~ )'r~!~r-~-~~ddj: relating to, forming, or situated 

pro-cer-coid \(')prO..'sor-,koid\ n [pro-- + Gk kerkos tail] : the solid 
first parasitic larva of some tapeworms that develops u~u. in the 

1~~~~t~ o:~~~~E~gs., ~ds\ n, pl pro-cess-es \-1e5-dZ, -d~Sdz, 
-o-,sez\ [~~ proces, rr. MF, fr. L processus, fr. processus, pp. of 
procedere] 1 a : PROGRESS. ADVANCE b : something going on 
: PROCEEDING 2 a : a natural phenomenon marked by gradual 
changes that lead toward a particular result (the~ of growth) b 
: a series of actions or operations conducing to an end; esp : a 
continuous operation or treatment esp. in manufacture 3 a : the 
whole course of proceedings in a legal action b : the summons, 
mandate, or writ used by a court to compel the appearance of the 
defendant in a legal action or compliance with its orders 4 : a 

910 

r:~r:;~~e~) or 5~r~~~i~g part of an organism or organic structure 

2process vi 1 a: to proceed against by law: PROSECUTE b (I) 
: to take out a summons against (2) : to serve a summons on 2 
;:,~~f=~~~)t tb ~ ~~~:kP(~si~[0t~~~;:'{nt (as in the course or 

3process adj 1 : treated or made by a special process esp. whe 
mvolving synthesis or artificial modification 2: made by or us~ 
~n a m!!Ch~nical or photomech~nical duplicati~g process 3 : of or 
fil~~~~ ;!:~~i~C:-;~~~~ ~~~e)ntroduced dunng processing of the 

•pro-cess \,pro-'ses\ vi [back-formation fr. 1processionJ chiefly Bn"t 
: to move m a procession 
P~kn~rnsg ~:.:!Jeto\f~~s~h~e.pri5s~, ~~s·\ n : a cheese made by 

pro-cess-ible or pro-cess-able \'priis-,es-o-bol, 'pros-\ adj : suit 
able for processin11 : capable of being processed - pro-cess-ibil-i: 
ty or pro-cess-abil-i-ty \,priis-,es-o-'bil-ot-e, .pros-\ n 

1pro.ces-sion \prd-•sesh·dn\ n 1 a : contmuous forward move~ 
ment : PROGRESSION b : EMANATION (the Holy Ghost's ~ from 
the Father) 2 a : a group of individuals moving along in an 

--<m:ll1!i'IV'ntten ceremonial way b : SUCCESSION, SEQUENCE 
2procession vi, archaic: to go in procession 
'pro-ces-sion-al \pro-'sesh-nol, -on-'1\ n 1 : a book containing 
material for a procession 2 : a musica~ composition (as a hymn) 
designed. for a pr~sion 3: a ceremonial prrn.:ession 

2processlonal ad) : of, relatmg to, or movtng m a procession _ 
pro-ces-sion-al-ly \-e\ adv 

pro-ces.sor \ 1priis-.es-ar, •prOs·\ n 1: one that processes (food""') 
2 a (l) : COMPUTER (2) : the part of a computer system that 
operates on data- called also central processing unit b : a com. 
fou~r a~~r!bie \a~ thec~;;~~~f~r that puts another program into a 

process printing n : a method of printing from halftone plates in 
d~~hree or more colors so that nearly any hue may be repro~ 

pro-cas-ver-bal \pro-,sa-vor-'biil, -{,)ver-\ n, pi pro-ces-ver-baux 
\-'bo\ [F. lit., verbal trial]: an official written record 

p;~~~~r.'fr~t'~:!d~J:~%: f~~ ~~:-b~t;!a~eda~~:;tr., ~; ~u~ 
more at PRO-. CLAIM] 1 a : to declare publicly, typically insis
tently, proudly, or defiantly and in either speech or writing : AN. 
NOUNCE b : to give outward indication of : SHOW 2 : to declare 
or declare to be solemnly, officially, or formally (~ an amnesty) 
(~the country a republic) 3: to praise or glorify openly· or pub
licly: EXTOL syn see DECLARE- pro-claim-ern 

proc-la-ma-tion \,priik-lo-'ma-shon\ n [ME proclamacion, fr. MF 
proclamation, fr. L proclamation-, proclamatio, fr. proclamatus, pp. 
of proclamarel 1 : the action of proclaiming : the state of betng 
proclaimed 2 : something proclaimed; specif: an official ronnal 
public announcement 

pro-cli-max \(')pro-'kll-,maks\ n : an ecological community that 
suggests a climax in stability and permanence but is not primarily 
the product of climate 

pro-clit-ic \prO..'klit-ik\ adj (NL procliticus. fr. Gk pro- + LL 
-cliticus (as 10 encliticus enclitic)] : of, relating to, or constituting a 
word or particle without sentence stress that is accentually depen
dent upon a following stressed word and is pronounced with it as a 
phonetic unit - proclitic n 

P:t:;i~~:i·~~o~~~~~:k!::~~~'w:~l~ -~~~u~\n{~;~~:~ ~i f:~~~~ 
;L~v~Yr~~g ain ~~~~~~t:~~li~~tf~~d~~~!~~0~o~~hi~gs~b~li~~a~fe 
syn see LEANING 

Proc-ne \'priik-ne\ n [L, fr. Gk Prokne] : the wife of Tereus 
changed into a swallow while fleeing with her sister from Tereus 

pro-con-sul \(')prO..'kiin(t)-sol\ n [ME, fr. L, fr. pro consule for a 
consul] 1 : a governor or military commander of an ancient Ro· 
man province 2 : an administrator in a modem colony, depen· 
dency, or occupied area usu. with wide powers - pro-con.su.lar 
\-s(o-)lor\ adj - pro-con-su-late \-s(o-)lot\ n - pro-con-sul. 
ship \-sol-,sh•p\ n 

pro-cras-ti-nate \p(r)o-'kras-to-,nat, pro-\ vb -net-ed; -not-ing [L 
procrastinatus, pp. of procrastinare, fr. pro- forward + crastinus of 
tomorrow, fr. eras tomorrow] vt : to put off intentionally and ha· 
bitually -vi: to put off intentionally and reprehensibly the doing 
of something that should be done- pro-cras-ti-na-tion \-,kras-t:r 
'nii-shan\ n- pro-cras.ti-na-tor \-'kras-to-,nat-ar\ n · 

pro-ere-ant \'prO..kre-ont\ adj 1 : producing offspring 2 archaic 
: of or relating to procreation 

pro-cre-ate \-,at\ vb ·Bt-ed; -at-ing [L procreatus, pp. of procreare, 
fr. pro- forth + creare to create - more at PRO-. CREATE] vt : to 

~rl~e~ ?~rt~ri~fts~0J~~ ~o~~~~g~~~/~P;~;~~e-~i~n: \.~r~~~~:-·~~ 
shan\ n - pro-cre-ative \'pro-kre-,at-iv\ adj - pro-cre-ator 
\-,at-or\ n 

pro-crus-te-an \p(r)o-'kros-te-on, prO..\ adj, often cap 1 : of, relat
ing to, or typical of Procrustes 2 : marked by arbitrary often 
ruthless disregard of individual differences or special circumstanh""h 

procrustean bed n, often cap P : a scheme or pattern into w ac 

p~e;,:';.t':.'ss\;:<~~~:Jc~;~.(.W~a~6-\o~c[t, fr. Gk Prokrousles] : a 
giant of Eleus1s who forced travelers to fit one of two unequallY 
long beds by stretchin~;: their bodies or cutting off their legs 

pro-cryp-tic \(')pro-'knp-tik\ adj [pro- (as in protect) + cryp~ic]: or. 
relating to, or being a concealing pattern or shade of colonng esp. 
in insects 

proc-to-dae-um \,priik-to-'de-om\ n, pi -daea \-'de-a\ or -dae-ums 
[NL, fr. Gk pr6klos anus + hodos way -more at CEDE] : the pos· 
terior ectodermal part of the alimentary canal formed in the em· 
bryo by invagination of the outer body wall . a 

proc-tol-o-gy \priik-'tiil-o-je\ n [Gk pr6ktos anus + E -logYj·he 
branch of med1cine deali'.'g with the structure an<! disea~es o .rJ·· 
anus, rectum, and s1gm01d colon - proc•tOolog.tc \,prak-ta- 8 
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