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The present communication responds to the Office Action dated November 5, 2003 in the 

above-identified application. Please amend the application as follows: 

Amendments to the Specification begin on page 2. 

Amendments to the Abstract begin on page 3. 

Amendments to the Claims are r~flected in the listing ofclaims beginning on page 4. 

Arguments/Remarks begin on page 8. 
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Attorn~ocket No. 030048003US 

Amendments to the Specification: // 
Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 1, line 3, with the following rewritten 

i_ paragraph: 

This application is related to U.S. Patent Application No . .v.;09't1/Q62~9~.5u7~6'==========::. 

entitled "BROADCASTING NETWORK," filed on July 31, 2000 (Attorney Docket 

No. 030048001 US); U.S. Patent Application No._g09'ti/Q62~9&.5~7(10~============::, entitled 

"JOINING A BROADCAST CHANNEL," filed on July 31, 2000 (Attorney Docket No. 

030048002 US); U.S. Patent Application No . .....J£09't1/Q,62~9~.5u7'-L7==========::, "LEAVING A 

BROADCAST CHANNEL," filed on July 31, 2000 (Attorney Docket No. 030048003 US); U.S. 

Patent Application No .--.Jl0~9/~6'.629:t,,;!5 7£.5~==========:.. entitled "BROADCASTING ON A 

\ 
~ 

BROADCAST CHANNEL," filed on July 31, 2000 (Attorney Docket No. 030048004 US); U.S. 

Patent Application No . .J:0~9/LQ6~29~.~57~2~==========::. entitled "CONTACTING A BROADCAST 

CHANNEL," filed on July 31, 2000 (Attorney Docket No. 030048005 US); U.S. Patent 

Application No . .J0~9/LQ6~29~,g02b.3~=========::, entitled "DISTRIBUTED AUCTION SYSTEM," 

filed on July 31, 2000 (Attorney Docket No. 030048006 US); U.S. Patent Application No. 

JJ.:09t.tJ/6~2~9,JJ,0!1,43:!=========::. entitled "AN INFORMATION DELIVERY SERVICE:' filed on 

July 31,2000 (Attorney Docket No. 030048007 US); U.S. Patent Application No. 

!£09t.!J/6~2Q!9~.0~2t========::. entitled "DISTRIBUTED CONFERENCING SYSTEM," filed on 

July 31, 2000 (Attorney Docket No. 030048008 US); and U.S. Patent Application No. 

!,!;09'tli6~2Q!9~.0!:!42~=========::, entitled "DISTRIBUTED GAME ENVIRONMENT," filed on 

July 31,2000 (Attorney Docket No. 030048009 US), the disclosures of which are incorporated 

herein by reference. 
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Attor~foocket No. 030048003US 

Amendments to the Abs~ract: / 

Please add the following new paragraph as an Abstract. 

A method for leaving a multicast computer network is disclosed. The method allows for 

the disconnection of a first computer from a second computer. When the first computer decides 

to disconnect from the second computer, the first computer sends a disconnect message to the 

second computer. Then, when the second computer receives the disconnect message from the 

first computer, the second computer broadcasts a connection port search message to find a third 

computer to which it can connect. 
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Attor~ocket No. 030048003US 

Amendments to the Claims: 

Following is a complete listing of the claims pending in the application, as amended: 

1-8. (Withdrawn) 

I/. (Currently amended) A method of disconnecting a first computer from a second 

computer, the first computer and the second computer being connected to a broadcast channel, 

said broadcast channel forming an m-regular graph where m is at least 3, the method comprising: 

when the first computer decides to disconnect from the second computer, the first 

computer sends a disconnect message to the second computer, said disconnect 

message including a list of neighbors of the first computer; and 

when the second computer receives the disconnect message from the first computer, the 

o~ ~ bYcxJ.c.ru>~chcL~I 
second computer broadcasts a connection port search message to find a third 

A 
\"' t>Y du +o mCA:,"""'-\n o..n {r\- ye6"'-\GV f1..Y~ 

computer to which it can connect, said third computer being one dt· tlie neighbors 
,.;;: 

on said list of neighbors. 

~ (Original) The method of claim} wherein the second computer receives a port 

connection message indicating that the third computer is proposing that the third computer and 

the second computer connect. 
3 \ 
X (Original) The method of claim.?' wherein the first computer disconnects from 

the second computer after sending the disconnect message. 

~ %, (Original) The method of clai~wherein the broadcast channel is implemented 

using the Internet. 

13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Cancelled) 
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Attorrl)uocket No. 030048003US 

(Original) The method of claim~ wherein the. first computer and second 

computer are connected via a TCPIIP connection. 

~ (Currently amended) A method for healing a disconnection of disconnecting a 

first computer from a second computer, the computers being connected to a broadcast channel, 

said broadcast channel being an m-regular graph where m is at least 3, the method comprising: 

connecting the first computer to a second computer; 

attempting to send a message from the first computer to the second computer; and 

when the attempt to send the message is unsuccessful, broadcasting from the first 

computer a connection port search message indicating that the first computer 

needs a connection; and 

having a third computer not already connected to said first computer respond to said 

connection port search message in a manner as to maintain an m-regular graph. 
1 ~ 

.J;r."' (Original) The method of claim %including: 

when a third computer receives the connection port search message and the third 

computer also needs a connection, sending a message from the third computer to 

the first computer proposing that the first computer and third computer connect. 
1 

(Original) The method of claim yfincluding: 

when the first computer receives the message proposing that the first computer and third 

computer connect, sending from the first computer to the third computer a 

message indicating that the first computer accepts the proposal to connect the first 

computer to the third computer. 
fp 

(Original) The method of claim j6 wherein each computer connected to the 

broadcast channel is connected to at least three other computers. 

20. (Cancelled) 
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