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[57] ABSTRACT

The invention relates to a method for interfacing a trans-
mission control protocol/internet protocol (TCP/IP) area
network (LAN) to a wide are network via a MAC manager.
The TCP/IP software uses a lower-level address resolution
protocol (ARP) protocol to find physical network addresses
comresponding to logical internet protocol (IP) addresses,
and a lower-level IP protocol to transfer useful traffic in IP
data packets. In the invention, the media access control
(MAC) manager of the wide area network (3) simulates
operation complying with the ARP protocol towards the
TCP/IP software, and transmits and receives only IP data
packets over the wide area network (3) in a manner specific
to the wide area network
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