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The record is replete with evidence that a POSA would have had a 

reasonable expectation of success in practicing the obvious method of the proposed 

claims—evidence which Patent Owner (“PO”) mischaracterizes or ignores. In 

doing so, PO also obfuscates the standard for reasonable expectation of success by 

(1) not asserting that the claims require survival data, successful clinical trials, or 

FDA approval; while, at the same time, (2) criticizing Petitioner’s evidence for not 

including data from a successful phase III trial. PO’s obfuscation cannot avoid a 

determination of unpatentability. 

I. Petitioner Established Reasonable Expectation of Success. 

Applying the Federal Circuit’s claim construction, both experts’ testimony 

support reasonable expectation of success. As Dr. Seth testified, it would have 

been obvious to treat docetaxel-resistant DRmCRPC patients by administering 

cabazitaxel and prednisone “for the purpose of increasing patient survival.” 

EX1002 ¶¶ 47, 84, 86, 90, 116, 120-22, 132, 163, 183; EX1043 ¶10. Dr. Seth sent 

his patients to the TROPIC study before the critical date expecting them to benefit 

from a better chance of living longer by controlling their disease if they received 

cabazitaxel. EX2258, 26:9-37:25 (“most of [us] knew that anything would be 

better than mitoxantrone”). Dr. Sartor conceded physicians may have intended to 

increase survival of their patients. Paper 84, 3, 7-8; EX1098, 342:3-9, 355:17-21, 

429:8-431:3. PO’s argument (at 14) that oncologists enrolled patients despite a 
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death at 30 mg/m2 shows the likelihood of success outweighed these risks. 

Reasonable expectation of success in the context of this patent necessarily 

means the intended tumor control and survival increase will not occur for most 

patients. EX1001, 11:57; EX1002, ¶¶ 44, 47, 215; Paper 3, 20, 56-57; Paper 43, 

14. PO argues physicians could only “hope” cabazitaxel would work, but for a 

particular “patient in need” there is still today only a hope of success. EX1043 ¶38. 

Relying on Sanofi v. Watson Labs. Inc., 875 F.3d 636 (Fed. Cir. 2017), PO 

incorrectly argues the Federal Circuit “required” proof of a reasonable expectation 

of actual results based on an intent element. Id. at 646-47 (court noting defendants 

“accepted” framework, not holding it was required). Watson did not, and had no 

occasion to, overrule Intelligent Bio-Systems, Inc. v. Illumina Cambridge Ltd. 821 

F.3d 1359, 1367-68 (Fed. Cir. 2016) (quantitative removal “of no moment” to 

reasonable expectation because not a claim limitation). Because the claim element 

is an intention, reasonable expectation of success must be proven for having an 

intention, not for achieving the intended result. 

PO relies on Watson and Genzyme Corp. v. Dr. Reddy’s Labs., 716 Fed. 

App’x 1006, 1007 (Fed. Cir. Dec. 18, 2017) to argue there was no reasonable 

expectation cabazitaxel would increase survival. But unlike those cases—in which 

the prior art affirmatively taught the drug was unlikely to work (Watson) or where 

neither the targeted receptor nor any receptor in its family had ever been shown to 

f 

 

Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com. 

https://www.docketalarm.com/


Real-Time Litigation Alerts
	� Keep your litigation team up-to-date with real-time  

alerts and advanced team management tools built for  
the enterprise, all while greatly reducing PACER spend.

	� Our comprehensive service means we can handle Federal, 
State, and Administrative courts across the country.

Advanced Docket Research
	� With over 230 million records, Docket Alarm’s cloud-native 

docket research platform finds what other services can’t. 
Coverage includes Federal, State, plus PTAB, TTAB, ITC  
and NLRB decisions, all in one place.

	� Identify arguments that have been successful in the past 
with full text, pinpoint searching. Link to case law cited  
within any court document via Fastcase.

Analytics At Your Fingertips
	� Learn what happened the last time a particular judge,  

opposing counsel or company faced cases similar to yours.

	� Advanced out-of-the-box PTAB and TTAB analytics are  
always at your fingertips.

Docket Alarm provides insights to develop a more  

informed litigation strategy and the peace of mind of 

knowing you’re on top of things.

Explore Litigation 
Insights

®

WHAT WILL YOU BUILD?  |  sales@docketalarm.com  |  1-866-77-FASTCASE

API
Docket Alarm offers a powerful API 
(application programming inter-
face) to developers that want to 
integrate case filings into their apps.

LAW FIRMS
Build custom dashboards for your 
attorneys and clients with live data 
direct from the court.

Automate many repetitive legal  
tasks like conflict checks, document 
management, and marketing.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Litigation and bankruptcy checks 
for companies and debtors.

E-DISCOVERY AND  
LEGAL VENDORS
Sync your system to PACER to  
automate legal marketing.


