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CGM

Web page, including such features as providing a form that
users can fill out, image maps that contain links to other
Web pages or resources, and links that users can click on to
send e-mail to a specified address. ActiveX controls and
Java applets can provide much (he same functionality as
CGI seripts, through different means. See also CGI (defini-
tion 1), cgi-bin, image map, Perl. Compare ActiveX con-
trol, Java applet.

CGM n. See Computer Graphics Metafile.

chad n. The paper removed when a hole is punched in a
card, in a tape, or at the perforated edge of continuous-form
paper—the computer equivalent of a doughnut hole.

chaining n. 1. In computers, the linking of two or more
entities so that they are dependent upon one another for
operation. 2. In programming, the linking of two or more
programs so that the first program causes the second pro-
gram to begin executing. 3. In programming, linking pro-
gram statements so that each statement, except for the
first, relies on the previous statement for input. 4, With
batch files, linking two or more batch files so that the
completion of the first batch file causes the second batch
file to begin exccuting. 5. With data storage, linking two
or more individual units of storage. For example, a single
file on a disk may actually be stored on several different
sectors of the disk, each of which points to the next sector
containing a piece of that file, These sectors are said to be
chained together, or, more literally, to be a chain of clus-
ters. 6. See daisy chaining.

chain printer n. See line printer.
chalkware n. See vaporware.

Challenge Handshake Authentication Protocol n. An
authentication scheme used by PPP servers to validate the
identity of the originator of a connection, upon connection
or any time later. Acronym: CHAP. See also authentica-
tion, PPP

change directory n. See cd.

change file n. A file that records transactional changes
occurming in a database, providing a basis for updating a
master file and establishing an audit trail. Also called:
transaction log. See also addition record.

change management n. 1. The process of tracking and
controlling updates, revisions, and other changes to a
hardware or software product or project. 2. The process of
managing change during a company's restructuring or
TL‘CI‘}gIIlL‘PHI\;’_.
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} channel hop

channel n, 1. A path or link through which information
passes between two devices. A channel can be either inter
nal or external to a microcomputer, 2. In communications,
a medium for transferring information. Depending on its
type, a communications channel can carry information
(data, sound, and/or video) in either apalog or digital form.
A communications channel can be a physical link, such as
the cable connecting two stations in a network, or it can
consist of some clectromagnetic transmission on one or
more frequencies within a bandwidth in the electromag-
netic spectrum, as in radio und television, or in optical,
microwave, or voice-grade communication. Also called:
circuit, ling. See also analog, band, bandwidth, digital,
electromagnetic spectrum, frequency. 3. A single color
within a digital color space. For example, the RGB color
space contains three channels—red, green, and blue—and
all colors within the RGB color space are created with a
combination of one or more of those three color channels.
In CMYK there arc four channels—cyan, magenta, yel-
low, and black, Color management and graphics applica-
tions rely on control and manipulation of individual color
channels. See also color space,

channel access n. 1. A method used in networked sys-
tems Lo gain access to the data communication channel
that links two or more computers. Common methods of
channel access are contention, polling, and the token ring
network. See alse channel, contention, polling, token ring
network. 2. In wireless technology, an access method such
as CDMA (Code Division Multiple Access). See also
Code Division Multiple Access.

channel adapter n. A device that enables hardware
using two different types of communications channels to
communicate

channel aggregator n. See content aggregator.

channel capacity n. The speed at which a communica-
tions channel can transfer information, measured in bits
per second (bps) or in baud

Channel Definition Format . A file format based on
XML. that describes a channel—a collection of Web
pages—on a server. The Channel Definition Format is
used with the Active Channel feature in Microsoft Internet
Explorer 1o deliver selected, often personalized, informa-
tion to individuals on a subscription basis, See also Active
Channel, webcasting

channel hop vb, To switch repeatedly from one [RC
channel to another. See also IRC.
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PCMIA device

this context, such a card consists of conventional static
RAM chips powered by a small battery and is designed 1o
provide additional RAM to the system. See alse PC Card.
Compare flash memory.

PCMIA device n. See PC Card.
p-code n. See pseudocode.
PCS n. See Personal Communications Services.

PCT n. 1. Acronym for program comprehension tool. A
software engineering tool that facilitates the process of
understanding the structure and/or functionality of com-
puter programs. 2. Acronym for Private Communications
Technology, a protocol standard drafted by Microsoft and
submitted to the IETF for consideration. PCT, like the
Netscape-designed SSL (Secure Sockets Layer), supports
suthentication and encryption for securing privacy in Inter-
net communications, 3. Acronym for Personal Communi-
cations Technology. An enhanced version of Secure
Sockets Layer (SSL)

+pex n. The file extension that identifies bitmapped
images in the PC Paintbrush file format.

PC/XT n. The second-generation of the original IBM Per-

sonal Computer. The IBM PC/XT was introduced in 1983
and was the first of the PC computers to support hard
disks. See also IBM PC.

PC/XT keyboard n. The keyboard for the PC/XT.
Strong, reliable, and equipped with 83 keys, the PC/XT
keyboard offers a typist an audible click. See also IBM
PC, PC/XT

PDA n. Acronym for Personal Digital Assistant. A light-
weight palmtop computer designed to provide specific
functions like personal organization (calendar, note tak-
ing, database, calculator, and so on) as well as communi-
cations. More advanced models also offer multimedia
features, Many PDA devices rely on a pen or other point-
ing device for input instead of a keyboard or mouse,
although some offer a keyboard too small for touch typing
to us¢ in conjunction with a pen or pointing device. For
data storage, a PDA relies on flash memory instead of

Peachy virus

power-hungry disk drives. See also firmware, Mash mem-
ory, handheld PC, PC Card, pen computer.

PDC n. See Primary Domain Controller

PD-CD drive n. Short for phase change rewritable disc
compact disc drive. A storage device that combines a CD-
ROM drive and a phase change rewritable disc (PD) drive,
which can store up to 650 megabytes of data on carindges
of rewntable optical discs. See also phase-change recording.

PDD n. Acronym for Portable Digital Document. A
graphics file created from a document by QuickDraw GX
under Mac OS. PDDs are stored in a form that is indepen-
dent of printer resolution; they print at the highest resolu-
tion available on the printer used; and they can contain the
original fonts used in the document. Therefore, a PDD can
be printed by a computer other than the one on which it
was created.

.pdf n. The file extension that identifies documents
encoded in the Portable Document Format developed by
Adobe Systems. To display or print a .pdf file, the user
should obtain the freeware Adobe Acrobat Reader. See
also Acrobat, Portable Document Format.

PDL n. See page-description language
PDM . See pulse duration modulation.
PDO n. See Portable Distributed Objects

PDS n. 1. Acronym for Processor Direct Slot. An expan-
sion slot in Macintosh computers that is connected
dircetly to the CPU signals. There are several kinds of
PDS slots with different numbers of pins and different sets
of signals, dcpcndinﬂ on which CPU is used in a particular
computer. 2. Acronym for Parallg] Data Structure. A hid-
den file, located in the root directory of a disk that is
shared under AppleShare, that contains access privilege
information for folders

Peachy virus n. A virus, first detected in 2001, that was
the first to attempt to spread itself through PDF files. The
Peachy virus takes advantage of an Adobe Acrobat feature
that enables users to embed files in PDF documents. The
embedded Peachy virus file infects the computer of a user
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“Serial port adapter

serial port adapter n. An interface card or device that
either provides a serial port or converts a serial port to
another use. See also adapter, serial port.

serial printer n. A printer connected to the computer via
a serial interface (commonly RS-232-C or compatible).
Connectors for this type of printer vary widely, which is
one reason they are less popular than parallel printers
among those who use IBM and IBM-compatible PCs.
Serial printers are standard for Apple computers. See also
DB connector, serial, serial transmission, Compare paral-
lel printer,

serial processing n. See sequential processing (defini-
tion 2).

Serial Storage Architecture n. See SSA.

serial transmission n. The transfer of discrete signals
one after another. In communications and data transfer,
serial transmission involves sending information over a
single line one bit at a time, as in modem-to-modem con-
nections. Compare parallel transmission,

series circuit n. A circuit in which two or more compo-
nents are linked in series. All the current passes through
each component in a series circuit, but the voltage is
divided among the components. See the illustration. Com-
pare parallel circuit.
—AAAN——

Series circuit.

N0

serift adj. Marked by the use of serifs. For example,
Goudy is a serif typeface, whereas Helvetica is a sans serif
typeface. See the illustration. See also serif2. Compare
sans serif.

ABC

Serlfs

ABC

Serif. A serif typeface (top) and a sans serif typeface (bottom).

serif2 n. Any of the short lines or arnaments at the ends of
the strokes that form a typeface character.
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server n, 1. On a local area network (LAN), a computer
running administrative software that controls access to the
network and its resources, such as printers and disk drives,
and provides resources to computers functioning as work-
stations on the network. 2. On the Internet or other net-
work, a computer or program that responds 10 commands
from a client. For example, a file server may contain an
archive of data or program files: when a client submits a
request for a file, the server transfers a copy of the file to
the client. See also application server (definitions 1 and 2),
client/server architecture. Compare client (definition 3).

server appliance n. A device designed to deliver one or
more specific network services in a single mmkey pack-
age that includes both hardware and software, All neces-
sary programs are preinstalled on a server appliance,
which has minimal, simplified options and controls.
Server appliances can be used to complement or replace
traditional servers on a network and can provide such ser-
vices as file and printer sharing and Internet connectivity.
Also called: appliance. See also information appliance.,

server-based application n. A program that is shared
over a network. The program is stored on the network
server and can be used at more than one client machine at
a time.

server cluster n. A group of independent computer sys-
tems, known as nodes, working together as a single system
to ensure that mission-critical applications and resources
remain available to clients. A server cluster is the type of
cluster that Cluster service implements. See also cluster.

server control n. See ASP.NET server control.

server error n. A failure to complete a request for infor-
mation through HTTP that results from an error at the
server rather than an error by the client or the user. Server
errors are indicated by HTTP status codes beginning with
5. See also HTTP, HTTP status codes.

server farm n. A centralized grouping of network servers
maintained by an enterprise or, often, an Internet service
provider (ISP). A server farm provides a network with
load balancing, scalability, and fault tolerance. Individual
servers may be connected in such a way that they appear
to represent a single resource.

serverlet n. See servlet.
Server Message Block n. See SMB.
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