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Pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 312 and 37 C.F.R. § 42.100 et seq., Baker Hughes 

Incorporated and Baker Hughes Oil Field Operations, Inc.  (“Petitioners”) request 

inter partes review of U.S. Patent No. 7,861,774  (“the ’774 Patent,” Ex. 1001), 

which issued January 4, 2011.  The Board is authorized to deduct any required fees 

from Norton Rose Fulbright US LLP Deposit Account 50-1212/11508227. 

I. INTRODUCTION 

The ’774 Patent’s purported invention was a combination of ball-actuated 

sliding sleeves [blue] and multi-element packers [red] for selectively treating or 

“stimulat[ing]” zones in an oil well, such as by “frac’ing” or “acidizing.” 

 

But these systems were known before 2001, the earliest claimed priority date.  

Petitioners’ primary reference, Thomson, described such a system in 1997: 

 

While Thomson’s figure shows one ball-actuated sliding sleeve [blue] (which it 

called a “MSAF tool”), its text is clear that “[u]p to 9 MSAF tools [blue] can be 
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run in the completion with isolation of each zone being achieved by hydraulic-set 

retrievable packers [red] that are positioned on each side of a MSAF tool [blue].” 

Patent Owner may attempt to rely on several purported distinctions over the 

prior art during this proceeding—such as the use of its system in an open (i.e., 

uncased) hole, the “solid body” nature of its packers, or setting packers without 

also setting slips—but all three fail. 

First, it would have been obvious to use Thomson’s system in open holes.  

Ellsworth, for example, was already using a similar system in an open hole: 

 

Ellsworth explained that, by 1999, “[o]pen hole completions ha[d] been the 

accepted practice for horizontal wells [in some regions].” 

Second, Thomson’s packers are solid body packers. 

Third, setting packers without also setting slips was obvious.  In the same 

open holes in which it was obvious to use Thomson’s system, Ellsworth was 

already using solid body packers that did not include slips. 
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