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Pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 312 and 37 C.F.R. § 42.100 et seq., Baker Hughes 

Incorporated and Baker Hughes Oil Field Operations, Inc. (“Petitioners”) request 

inter partes review of U.S. Patent No. 7,134,505 (“the ’505 Patent” – Ex. 1001), 

which issued November 14, 2006.  The Board is authorized to deduct any required 

fees from Norton Rose Fulbright US LLP Deposit Account 50-1212/11508227. 

I. INTRODUCTION 

The ’505 Patent’s purported invention was a combination of ball-actuated 

sliding sleeves [blue] and multi-element packers [red] for selectively treating or 

“stimulat[ing]” zones in an oil well, such as by “frac’ing” or “acidizing.” 

 

But these systems were known before 2001, the earliest claimed priority date.  

Petitioners’ primary reference, Thomson, described such a system in 1997: 

 

While Thomson’s figure shows one ball-actuated sliding sleeve [blue] (which it 

called a “MSAF tool”), its text is clear that “[u]p to 9 MSAF tools [blue] can be 
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