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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited
with the United States Postal Service with sufficient
postage as First Class Mail, in an envelope addressed to:

Honorable Asgistant Commissioner for Patents
Washington, R.C.

Honorable Assistant Commissioner
for Patents
Washington, D.C. 20231

Dear Sir:

This paper is responsive to the Office Action dated October 5,1999.

In the Title
Kindly m title of the invention to read as follows:

-- POWER MANAGEMENT SYSTEM FOR MODULAR ELECTRONIC DEVICES--.
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Kindly anfend claims 1, 18,21 and 25 as follows:

1. (Once Amended) A power managemept system for a modular electronic system,

said power management system comprising;
a backplane to which a modular cogiponent may be connected, said modular
component having an associated known fnaximum power demand,;

a first end and a second end connected together

"5

a power supervisor attach£d to said backplane and to said second end of said query

\ a query line [conductor )
ﬁ' through said backplane, a first end query line [conductor] adapted to connect to

said modular component; and

line [conductor], said power supervisor adapted to query said query line [conductor] and
to receive therefrom an assocfated known maximum power demand of said modular

component.

[_’I?

,118.7 (Once Amended) An electronic modular component for connection to a modular
7y

electronic system including a backplane and a power supervisor, said power supervisor
O%/ having information indicative of remaining uncommitted electronic power resources of

|lectroni aid modular com t ising:
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a guegy‘ line conductor having a first end and a second end, said first end
connected to said backplane, said second end connected to a query node;

a resistor having a first terminal connected to said query node and a second
terminal connected to a source of a first voltage, said resistor’s resistance indicative of a
known maximum power demand of the electronic modular componént, said resistor being
able to be queried by the power supervisor while the electronic modular component is

attached to the backplane: and

[An electronic component according to claim 17 wherein] a zener diode having a
breakdown voltage set to a second Voltage, said zener diode having [has] a cathode
connected to said query node and an anode operatively connected to a switch, said switch
having a first state and a second state, said switch &ansmitting an enable signal to a
power soft start circuit of the electronic modular component when in said first state and
not transmitting said enable signal when in said second state, said switch being in said

second state in the absence of substantial current flow through said zener diode.

T

21.  (Once nded) A modular electronic system according to claim 20 wherein said

%
M Y encoding means ¢omprises an electrical impedance element, an electrical impedance [the

value] of which i§ preselected to correlate with said known maximum power requirement.
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25'. (Once Amended) A modular electronic system, comprising:

a backplane to which an electronic module having a known maximu er
reguirement i hed;

a_power supervisor connected to said backplane;

a query line conducto ling a gquery node of said e nic module

OWEr rvisor through said backplane;

ncoding means associated with said electronic module for providing signals to

sai er rvisor which are indicative of said maximum power requirement, said
encodin ns comprising a first resi having a resistanc sele to correlate
wi id known maximum power reqguirement;

a pro med microprocesso: iated with said pow rvisor fo _odin
said signals to determine said maximum power requirement, said signals being volta
signals produced by passing an electric current through said first resistor:  [A modular
electronic system according to claim 24 further comprising a query node,) said first
resistor being connected between said query node and a source of a first voltage, said
signals carried over a query conductor passing from said query node through said

backplane and coupled through a second resistor to a source of a second voltage.

—

REMARKS

The title of the invention has been amended to more clearly indicate the invention

to which the claims are directed.
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Claims 1-27 are presently pending in the above-identified patent application. No
claim is allowed. By this amcndment-claims 1 and 21 have been amended to further
particularly point out and distinctly claim subject matter regarded as the invention.
Specifically, the 35 U.S.C. § 112 rejections were addressed. Claims depending therefrom

are similarly changed.

Claims 18 and 25 have been rewritten in independent form to overcome the

objection based on dependency of claims 18 and 25 upon rejected base claims.

The 35 USC § 112Rejection
Claims 2-6, 14 and 21-26 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C § 112, second paragraph,

as being allegedly indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the

subject matter applicant regards as the invention. This objection is respectfully traversed.

Claims 1, 18, 21 and 25 have been amended to overcome this rejection of claims.
With this amendment it is respectfully submitted that the claims satisfy the statutory

requirements.

Specifically, claim 1 was amended to change references to “query conductor” to --

query line-- in order to make it consistent with dependent claims 2-6, 14.
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