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generally being more narrowly directed than beams formed
by combinations, such as A+B, that involve only the addi-
tion of signals. An omnidirectional combination A+B+C is
employed when active speakers are widely scattered
throughout the room. Weighting factors are employed in a
known manner to provide unity gain output. Control cir-
cuitry selects the signal from the microphone or from one of
the predetermined microphone combinations, based gener-
ally on the energy level of the signal, and employs the
selected signal as the output signal. The control circuitry
also operates to limit dithering between microphones and,
by analyzing the beam selection pattern, may switch to a
broader coverage pattern, rather than switching between two
narrower beams that each covers one of the speakers.
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