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[57] ABSTRACT 

An array of pressure sensors on a vehicle passenger seat 
senses the presence of an occupant including an infant seat 
and determines whether the infant seat faces forward or 
rearward. A microprocessor coupled to the sensors deter
mines whether to allow or inhibit deployment based on the 
sensor load forces and the pattern of loading. The pattern can 
identify an infant seat and pattern and loading determine its 
orientation. Local areas are checked to detect child occu
pants. Fuzzy logic is used to determine loading and to 
recognize patterns. 

19 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets 
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