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Words are included in this Dictionary on the basis of their
uszige. Words that are known to have current trademark reg-
istrations are shown with an initial capital ‘and are also iden-
tified as trndcniarks. No investigation has been made of
common-law trndeinark rights in any word, because such in-
vestigation is inipracticable. The inclusion of any word in this
Dictionary is not, however. an expression of the Publisher's
opinion as to whether or not it is subject to proprietary rights.
Indeed, no definition in this Dictionary is to be regarded as
affecting the validity of any trademark.

American Heritage" and the eagle logo are registered trade-
marks of Forbes Inc. Their use is pursuant to a license agree-
ment with Forbes Inc.

Copyright © 1997, 1993 by Houghton Mifflin Company.
All rights reserved.

No part of this work may be reprodtuzed or tr:1n.-nnirred in any
form or by any means. electronic or meclmnical, including
photoco ying and recording, or by any information storage or
retrieva system without the riot written permission of
I-Ioughton Mifflin Company un ess such copying is cxprcssl
permitted by fctlcral copyright law. Address inquiries to Re -
crence Permissions, Hnughton Mifflin Company, 222 Berkeley
Street, Boston MA 02116.

0-395-67161-2 (UPC)

Library of Congress Catalogingin-Publication Data
The American heritage college dictionary. —3rd ed.

p. cm. .
ISBN 0-395-66917-0 (plain edge). —ISBN 0-395-44633-4

(thumb edge). —ISBN 0-395-66918-9 (deluxe binding).
1. English language—Dictiouaries. 2. Americanisms.I’E1628.A6227 1993
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For information about this and other Houghton Mifflin trade
and reference books and multimedia products, visit The
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stepson

sternutation

 
Isaac Stem

Photographed in 1990

step-son (stép’sfin’) n. A spouse's son by a previous marriage.
step stool n. A stool, often with folding steps attached, on

which one stands to reach high objects.
step-u (stép’i‘ip’) ad; 1. Increasing in steps or by stages.

2. Eur. Serving to increase voltage: a stexrup transformer.
— II. An increztsc in size, iiiimuni. or :ictivity.,

step-wise (stc‘p’wi1.’) ail]. 1. Marked by a gradual progres-
sion as if step by step. 2. Mus. Miiving from one tone to an
Jdtaccnt oitc. —step'wIsa' uilt-. ’

star. iilnln. Sterling. .
—ster stiff. 1. One that is i15.SflCl31Cd with. participates in,

makes, or (lllC§: rougsler. 2. One that is: }'iI1lI1gSI.t‘f. [Ml-'. -'
OE -estre, female agent suff.]

ste-ra-dl-an (sti~ri’dé-an) II. A unit iil tiicasurc ciiiinl in the
solid angle subtended at the center of .t sphere li an area on
the surface of the sphere that is equal to the riitlius squared.See table at measurement. i<ri1=.(i-.m)- + liA.LYIAN.l

ster-co-ra-ceous (sti‘ir’ko-raisins) also ster-co-rous (§tfiI"
kar-:5) adj. Consisting of or relating to cxcrciiient. [Lai. ster-
iriis, srermr-, thing; sec sker-3' + -,:irr;tiLs.l

stere (slit) It. A unit of volume equal to one cubic meter. [Fr.
suit: a (Zk. slcrros, solid, hard. See ster-“.]

stor-ta-0 (siérle-6', stir’-‘, n.. pl. -us. 1.2:. A stereophonjc
stitiiid-repmdiictinn system. b. Stcrcophonic sound. 2. A ster-
€I)1)’PC. 3. A stereoscopic system or photograph. —ad;'.
1. Stercnphonic. Z. Stereoscopic.

stereo— pref. 1. Solid; solid body: st.-miimpism. 2. Three-
dimensionul: slcreorropc. (Git. < stereos. soliil. Sci: ster~“.l

ster-e-o-bate (srér'é-obit’. stir’-) H‘. An’/Iil. 1. Sec stylu-
bate. 2. The foundation of .1 \‘ll')l‘I€ building, its top course
sometimes being a stylobate. [l.:tt. stvrieizlriités < (Flt. ‘sierra-
batés : stereos, solid; see 5‘|1l|l£U— + -batés, walker (< bameiri,
to go; see g“’i-‘).]

ster-e-0-chem-ls-try (stEr’é-é—l<ém’i-stré, stir’-) 11. The
branch of chemistry that deals with spatial arrangements of
atoms in molecules and the chemical and physical effects of
these arrangements. —star’e-o-chemll-cal (-i-kal) adj.

ster-e-o-chro-my (stErIé—a-knviiie. slit’-) n., pl. -mies. The
art or process of mural painting with pigments mixed with
water glass. —sterIe-o-chrome’ n. —ster'e-o-chro'mic
adj. — ster’e-o-chrolml-cal-Iy adv.

ster-e-o-gmm (stEi’E-2-grant’. .-.tir'-) n. 1. A picture or di-
agtiiin that gives the impression of S\)lIt.l|l_V. 2. A stcrcogmph.

Ste!’-I!'0'grflph (stL'-r’é~a-graf', stir’-) 11. Two stereoscopic
pictures; «it one picture with two supcrposctl stereoscopic im-
ages. designed to give a tlirci:-diiriensiniiiil effect when viewed
ilimugh J stctcoscope or special glasses. —Zl’.I/. -graphed.
~graph-Ing. -graphs. To make .I stereogtaphic picture of.

star-e-og-ra-phy (srEr‘é-i‘-g'r:-fe, stir’-) rt. 1. The art: or
iechnit tie of dcpicnng solid bodies on a plant: surface. 2. Pho-
tograpliy that involves the use of stereoscopic equipment.—star’e-o-graph'|c (-:»gr:'if'ik), ster’e-o-grapl'i’l-cal (-1-
kal) ndi. —-ster’e-o-graph/I-cal-ly adv.

ster-e-o-I-so-met (rtér’é-6-i’sa-mar, stir’-) it. One of :i set
of isnincrs whose muletiilcs have the same atoms bonded to
each other but differ in the way these atoms are arranged in
space.

ster-e-o-I-som-er-ism (stir’é-6-i-s6m’a-rIz’:;m, stir’-) rt.
Isomerism due to differences in the spatial arrangement of
atoms in a molecule. —ster’e-0-l’so-met/lc (—i’-so-mérh
ik) ad/'.

stare-oi-o-gy (stEr’é-6l'3~jE, stir’-) ri. The study of three-
dinictisionul properties of objects or matter usu. observed
lwt)-dimensionally. —ster'e-oviogilc 1’.-a-lajiik), ster'e-o-
log’!-cal (-i-kal) ad/. -— ster'e-olfo-gist n.

star-e-o-phon-lc (stv5r':"-3-f<”)n’i“l<, stir’-) adj. Of or used in a
sound-reproduction system that uses two or more separate
channels to give a more natural distribution of sound.
—ster'e-o-phonll-cal-Iy adv. —-ster'e-ophion-y (-5-
éfla-né) n.

star-e-op-sis (stér’t":-fip’5l's, slit"-) ii. Stereoscopic vision.
ster-a-op-ti-con (stEr'é—6p’ti-ltoii’, stir’-) '1. A magic lau-

iern, esp. one with two projectors arranged so as to produce
dissolving views. [New Latin : STElu£<)~ + Gk. optilton, neur.
of uptikos. optic; see IJFTIC-l

star-e-n-scope (siEr'é«:»ski'ip’, stti-I-) n. An instrument with
two eyepicccs used to impart a three-dimensional effect to two
photographs of the same scene from slightly different angles.

sterre-0-scop-Ic (stér’é-2-sk<.’ip’il<. stir’-) adj. 1. Of or relat-
ing to stcreoiicripy. 2. Of or relating to a stereoscope.
—star'e-o-soopll-cal-ly adv.

ster-e-os-co-py (sti‘:r'é~<“is'ka—pé. stir’-) I1. 1. The viewing of
oliiens as threulimensional. 2. The technique of making or
using stereoscopes and stereoscopic slides.

ster-e-o-tax«is (siér’é-a-tiiiusis, stir’-) n. 1. A method in
neurosurgery and neurological research for locating pointswithin the brain usin an external three-dimensional frame of
reference usu. basecf on the Cartesian coordinate system.2. Movement of an organism in response to contact with a
solid body. —ster’e-o-tacftlc (-tik/fik) ad/'.

ster-e-or-to-plsm (stEt’<':-6t.’to-piz’am, stir’-) it. See thig-
motroplsm. —ster'e-0-tropllc (-é-a—tr6p’i'k) adj.

star-e-o-ty e (stér’é—a-tip’. stir’-) n. 1. A E0nVl'.DllDn:ll, (or.
iiiiihiic. an ovcrsiriiplificd conception or image. 2. One Scott
.is embodying or conforming to a stereotype. 3. Print. A men]
printing plate cast from a matrix molded from a raised print,
mg surfaci.-. — !r.i.>. -typed. -typ-Ing. —types. 1. To make .
stereotype of. 2. To characterize hr : stereotype. 3. To give a
fixcrl, unvaryiitg form to. 4. To print from a stereotype. {FL
stereotype, stereotype priming : srifri-'o—, solid (4 Gk. Ill.'!l'0~;
yer s‘r‘E.lu1)—] + type, printing type (-7 OFL, symbol < l.L.1t.
lypus; see n-i-i-.).] —ster'e-o- 'er 2:. —ster’e-0-typlk
[-ripfik). ster'e-o-typll-cal (-1-'31) adj. —ster’e-o-typt.
I-cal-ly adv.

star-e-o-typed (srér’i':-a-tipt'. stir’-) [H1]. 1. Lackin original.
ity or creativity. 2. Prim. Made from stereotype p ates.

star-e-o-ty-py (atét’E-2«ti’p('-. stir’-) n,, pl. -pies. 1. Ext:-;.
sivc repetition or lack of vzirintitm in movements, ideas, 3,
patterns of spccch. 2. Print. The process or art of Illlklflgstereotype pliitcs.

star-lc (stér'ik, stir’-) also star-I-cal (-i-Ital) ad/. l"byr. (1.
Client. Of or relating to the 5 atial iirrangemcnt of atoms in
a mOlCCi1lc. [s-ri=_it(i;oJ— + —ic. —5ter'|-cal-ly udu.

sto- rlg-ma (st)-tTg'ma) u., pl. —ma-ta (-iii-.-ta). A slender Pro.
icctioii of the hasidium of some fungi that bears u basidio.
spore. [NL:ii. -: Gk. sléngmrt, support <1 siirizem, :re'ri'g~_ u,
sup ott. Sci: ster-“.1

ster- I-ant (stér':i-lam) II. A 5lCl'illT.IlIg agent.
ster-ile (stEr’a|, -il’) ad]. 1. Not reducing or incapable Q‘

producing offs ring. Z.a. Not pmdiicing or incapable 01 pm.ducing seed, ruit spores, or other reproductive Sf1'llClul'cg_
Used of plants or their parts. b. Producing little or no Vegaration; unfruitful. 3. Free from live hiictcrixi or other micm.
organisms. 4. Lacking imagination. creativity, or vitality.
5. l.:ickitig the power to function; not productive at effective;fruitless. (ME -: 0Fr. «S Liu. sten'Iis.] — stefllle-ly izd.._
— storllle-ness. ate-r|l’|~ty (st:-rilll-IE) ii.

star-ll-I-za-tlon (stEr’a—li—1.§’sli:iil u. 1. 'lhc act or prom.
durc of sterilizing. 2. The condition of being sterile or steril-izcd.

star-ll-lze (slér’:rli7.’) rm». -Ized. -I1.-lng. -it-es. 1. To naiiov.
livc bacteria or other microorganisms from. 2. To make (ii
person or an animal) unable to produce offspring. 3.1. To
make incapiiblc of bearing fruit or germinating. b. To render
(land) utifriiitful. 4. Econ. To place (gold) in safekeeping so at
not to affect the supply of ninney or credit. 5. To make in.offensive or innocuous. —ster’lI-l1.’ar n.

star-lat (siiirf lit) H. A sturgeon {/icipeti-sier rutbcnus) of dig
Black and Caspian seas, used as a source of caviar. [Rust
slerlyiIi!' x‘ Okuss. slerlyagi, of Gmc. orig.]

star-llng (sti‘ir’llng) ii. 1. British money. esp. the pound as the
basic monetary unit of the United Kii-igdont. 2. British coinage
of silver or gold, having as a standard of fineness 0.500 for
silver and 0.91665 for gold. 3.3. Sterling silver. I). Articles
niadc of sterling silver. — ad}. 1. Consisting of or telatiu to
sterling or British money. 2. Made of sterling silver: it Jterftngrmspuou. 3. Of the highest quality: u srerlin rlmmtler. ME,
silver penny : puss. start. star; see an: + -Eng. dim. su 1. (<the small st.-it stamped on the coin ); sec -uNc‘.]

Stet-ling Heights (stt]r'llnt_:). A city of SE Ml, ii suburb of
Detroit. Pop. 117.810.

sterling silver vi. 1. An alloy of 92.5 percent silver with Cupptl‘
or another metal. 2. Objects made of this alloy.

stern‘ (srfim) adj. stem-er. stem-est. 1. Hard, harsh. or se-
vere in manner or cliaracicrz ii stem discipluiamxri. Sce Syns ll
severe. Z. Grim, gloomy. or forbidding in appearance or out
look. 3. Firm or unyielding; uncomproiniiiing. 4. inexorable;
relentless: stem necessity. [ME stcme < OE styntt. St!
ster~",J — stem'Ly adv. — steminoss n.

stem‘ (slum) ti. 1. Nrtut. The rear part of I shi or boat. 2- A
tear part or section. [ME storm, perh. of Stan: nrig.; akin toON xtiérn. rudder. See sti-‘.1

Stern (stiirn), Isaac. I). 1920. Russian-born Amer. violinisto0|1'
sidered among the great virtuosos of the 20th cent.

ster-na (sti‘ir'ii:) n. PI. of sternum.
star-nal (sn‘ir’n:l) iirli. Of, relating to, or near the sternum-
stern chaser n. A gun or cannon mounted on the stern of!

ship for firing iit 2 pursuing vessel.
Sterne (stiim), Laurence. 1713-68. British writer whose works

include Trislrani Sbimdy (1761-67). .
stern-fore-most (stt‘ini’f6r'mi'ist’, -for’-J adv. Nam. Will‘the stern foremost; backward.
stem-most (mam! most’) adj. Naur. Closest to the num-
stem-post (sti‘ii-nIpost') H. Naui. The principal uprvslfl

at the stern of a vessel, usu. serving to support the Hid 5''
stern sheets pI.ri. Nirid. The stem area of an open 503‘-
stern-son (st-]rn's:n] ii. Naut. A bar of metal or wor{d.“'

between the kcelson and the sternpost to fortify Lllfi l°""'
lrruul + (iuaeL)soN.] mt

ster-num (sti‘ir’n:iu) n., pl. -nums or -na (-na). A long ,1bone in moral vcnebrares that is situated alert the vent!
iiiidline of the thorax and artinilatcs with the ti 5- lNL‘“‘
Gk. stcriion, breast, brcastbonc. See star-*'.] .

star-nu-ta-tlon (sti'ir’nyo-ti'sh:n) n. 1. The act of Sfl“”"B’

2. A sni
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