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[57] ABSTRACT

Software modules which are not part of a database systems
source code is provided for interactively maintaining the
semantics of concept hierarchies when concept properties
and concept interrelationships are modified. These separate
modules include command and rules modules. Each of the
commands in the command module are linked to the appro-
priate rules in the rules module. The rules module is bifur-
cated into a check section and an action section. If the
command does not violate any applicable rule in the rules
section, the action section implements the command. If the
command violates one or more applicable rules, the action
section suggests alternate action. If no suitable action can be
found, the action section implements reverse commands to
return the database to its unaltered state.

19 Claims, 11 Drawing Sheets
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