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(7) ABSTRACT

The method includes steps for creating and or modifying the
organizational structure and data content of a frame-based,
hierarchical product database with the use of tabularly
arranged product data. The method features steps for
enabling determination of a hierarchical database organiza-
tional structure capable of accommodating importation of
tabular product data. Additionally, the method feature steps
for facilitating either modification of an existing organiza-
tional structure where the database already exists, or, cre-
ation of a new frame-based, hierarchical organizational
structure suitable for receiving the tabular data by generating
an entirely new, original structure where none is available.
In a first preferred form, the method is implemented in
computer software and features program steps for enabling
a database administrator, or the like, to determine what
frame-based, hierarchical organizational structure would be
needed to enable importation of tabular product data, the
term “product” embracing both goods and or services. The
method features steps for displaying to the database admin-
istrator the tabularly organized product data, and, where
available, the organizational structure of an existing frame-
based, hierarchical database. In a second preferred form, the
method features software steps for automatically generating
the required frame-based, hierarchical organizational struc-
ture where the tabular data includes the product record
category and subcategory information necessary to define
the organizational structure required to accommodate impor-
tation of the tabular data. Further, the method includes
software steps for automatically associating the tabular
product record information at the lowest level of the frame-
based, organizational structure generated.
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Product Table

50\' 52 54 56 58 60 62 64 66 68 70
( ( ( ( ( ( ( (  ( )
Model |CPU |RAM |Hard |Display [Audio|CD |Modem| Bat. |Net

Number| Speed |Size |Drive |Type [Sup. |ROM |Sup. Life | Sup.

Size Sup.
72 | DT0050 | 400Mhz |128MB | 80GB | CRT19" | Yes | Yes |560KB | — | Yes
74 | Droow0 | 233Mhz | 32MB | - | cRTI* | — | — - — | Yes
76 | DTHO40 | 300Mhz | 64MB | 40GB | CRT17” Yes Yes | 56.0KB - | -
78 | brHoo | 23Mhz | 32MB | 20GB | crT1s* | — | — |sesxB | — | —
80 | Lraceo | 266Mhz| 6aMB | 32GB | LD 133/ Yes | Yes | 56.0KB | 4FHrs| —
82 | rrao20 | 28Mhz | 16MB | 21GB | LcD1217] — | — — | 4Hs| —
84 | Prcoro | 4sMhz| amB | — oo = | = — | 12Hs| —
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