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accounts without using a personal identification or transaction number.

software package Quicken is installed,

million active users worldwide.
abandoned.

expert at Sandia National Laboratories and the author of the Digicrime Web sne

OPINION V

Hackers belonging to Hamburg, Germany's Chacs Compater Club have demonstrated an ActiveX control that will transfer funds from users' bank

The Chaos crackers demonstrated their hostile ActiveX control on a German TV show to make a point about what they saw as the security risks posed by
ActiveX. Ifmade available on a web site, the control could install itselfon a user'scomputer and covertly check to see if the popular personal-finance

Contiuning the scenario, if the control had found Quicken, itwould issue a transfer order and add it to that application’s batch of existing transfer orders. (
The next time the Quicken user paid their bills, the illicit transfer would be included, unnoticed by the victim. Quicken claims to have more than 9

Computer security experts, who have been highly critical of Microsoft's ActiveX, said this wasjust anatherexamp)e why the technology should be

"ActiveX may be very useful for intranets, butit has no place on the Internet because of the security problem,” said Kevin McCurley, a cryptography
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Microsoft called the demonstration a wake-up call to users about the d untrusted ble code. Such bl

notbe ding and running are not signed.”

TheAuthenﬁcodesngnmgmechamsm req\uresall authorized ActiveX control nu(hoxs(odlgually 'sign" their controls. Beyond Hns Mlcmsohssuluhon
h e

including unauthorized ActiveX code, can dojustaboutanything |l\mnts, from reading and writing files to installing software, such asgames, orviruses. enabied by
ln this pamcularcase, the [Ach\exl contml is annnymouslvoﬂ’erzd said Cornelius Willis, Microsoft's group product manager in charge of Internet

tothe security risk islargely "buyer beware."” Willis said the istrying toed the risks of d ding any kind of
from the Web, incl udngava appletsand MSWord macros,

a hacker and modified toserve a different purpose.

"The problem isn't just downloading evil code, it's al loading bozo code,” McCurley said. "If 1 could get ahold of an ActiveX component installed

on your box, 1 could give it argumentsand it would toast yourmachine.
"If ActiveX components become common," McCurley warns, "hackers will start looking at them as a way to get in.”
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"We're notsaying makes anything safe,” Willis said. "Authenticode simply lets you make a decision astoa particular [control's] author.”
But McCurley said authenticating the source of ActiveX controls isn't enough, because a legitimate, if poorly protected, control could later be invoked by
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