US005682525A

United States Patent [ 1111 Patent Number: 5,682,525
Bouve et al. 451 Date of Patent: Oct. 28, 1997

[54] SYSTEM AND METHODS FOR REMOTELY Assistant Examiner—Hosain T. Alam
ACCESSING A SELECTED GROUP OF Attorney, Agent, or Firm—Curtis A. Vock
ITEMS OF INTEREST FROM A DATABASE

N S [571 ABSTRACT

[75] Inventors: W. Lincoln Bouve, Milton, Mass.;
William T. Semple, Arlington, Va.;
Steven W. Oxman, Riva, Md.

A user can access a common database from a remote
communications port, at any qualified location, to generate
a map or other positional information which locates selected
items of interest, e.g., businesses, stores, architectural sites,
and the like. The database contains information representing
the items of interest, including, for each of the items of
interest, positional coordinates, a geographic vicinity, and a
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