a9 United States

a2 Patent Application Publication

Flick

S 20010029415A1

(10) Pub. No.: US 2001/0029415 A1l
43) Pub. Date: Oct. 11, 2001

(549) REMOTE VEHICLE FUNCTION CONTROL
SYSTEM USING DATA BUS ADAPTOR
CARTRIDGE AND ASSOCIATED METHODS

now Pat. No. 6,011,460, which is a continuation-in-
part of application No. 08/701,356, filed on Aug. 22,
1996, now Pat. No. 5,719,551.

(76) Inventor: Kenneth E. Flick, Douglasville, GA Publication Classification
Us) 7
(51) Int. CL GO6F 7/00
Correspondence Address: (52) US.ClL . 701/36; 701/48; 701/49
CHRISTOPHER F. REGAN
ALLEN, DYER, DOPPELT, MILBRATH & 57 ABSTRACT
[G)gJ(]:g};fgig’lpA A vehicle system includes a remote function controller, and
. a data bus adapter cartridge removably coupled to a data bus
Orlando, FL 32802-3791 (US) adapter cartridge connector for permitting communications
. between control circuitry and at least one vehicle device
(21)  Appl. No.: 09/780,245 over the data communications bus. The control circuitry may
(22) Filed: Feb. 9. 2001 couple to the data bus adapter cartridge through serial or
’ T parallel interfaces. The control circuitry may generate digital
Related U.S. Application Data command codes, and the data bus adapter cartridge may
convert the digital command codes into data communica-
(63) Continuation-in-part of application No. 09/583,257, tions bus signals according to a desired protocol. The control
filed on May 31, 2000, which is a continuation-in-part circuitry may also read digital codes, and the data bus
of application No. 09/382,245, filed on Aug. 25,1999, adapter cartridge may convert data communications bus
now Pat. No. 6,275,147, which is a continuation of signals into digital codes according to a desired protocol for
application No. 09/023,838, filed on Feb. 13, 1998, the control circuitry.
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