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(54) SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR

Publication Classification
DETERMINING PRIORITY AMONG

MULTIPLE MOBILE COMPUTING DEVICES (51) Int. CL7 oo eeiineens GO6K 7/01
TO CONTROL AN APPLIANCE (52)  US. ClL ot 235/382.5
(57 ABSTRACT

(76)  Inventor: William K. Meade II, Eagle, ID (US) A method of controlling an appliance comprises controlling

the appliance with at least one of a plurality of mobile
computing devices and establishing priority of control over
Correspondence Address: the appliance between the plurality of mobile computing
HEWLETT-PACKARD COMPANY devices using a priority rule.
Intellectual Property Administration
P.O. Box 272400 An appliance control system comprises at least one appli-
Fort Collins, CO 80527-2400 (US) ance, a first mobile computing device and a a second mobile

computing device, each of which includes a priority con-
(21) Appl. No.: 09/981,771 tention moderator configured for determining and awarding

priority over control of the appliance to one of the first and
(22) Filed: Oct. 16, 2001 second computing devices.
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