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PREFACE

Although there are a number of monographs available which deal
with an aspect of the techniques required in dealing with organic com-
pounds, there has for some time been no book which gives a brief de-
scription of most of the important techniques. This book is written in
an effort to fill this need and is directed mainly to the advanced un-

dergraduate or beginning graduate student who is about to undertake
a program of research work.

Each of the three types of matter, liquids, solids and gases, is con-
sidered with respect to both its properties and the methods of puri-
fication. It is felt that an understanding of the properties of the
substances adds materially to the appreciation of the methods of puri-
fication. Methods which involve distribution between two phases are

then considered. Finally, the reaction itself is examined in relation to
the apparatus and techniques involved.

In organic chemical laboratory technique, the use of the proper
apparatus is important. A drawing of a commonly used piece of equip~
ment has generally been provided to accompany the description of
each method. These drawings are for the most part derived from the
working drawings used in the shops at the University of VVashington,
and in most cases all important dimensions are given in millimeters.

In writing a book of this type, it is very diflicult to give credit to
V
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