Case 2:14-cv-01485-JAD-CWH Document 4 Filed 09/12/14 Page 1 of 82

AQ 120 (Rev. 08/10)

TO: Mail Stop 8 REPORT ON THE
’ Director of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office FILING OR DETERMINATION OF AN
P.O. Box 1450 ACTION REGARDING A PATENT OR
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 TRADEMARK
In Compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 290 and/or 15 U.S.C. § 1116 you arc hereby advised that a court action has been
filed in the U.S. District Court NEVADA on the following
[] Trademarks or [/ Patents. ( [ the patent action involves 35 U.S.C. § 292.):

DOCKET NO. DATE FILED U.S. DISTRICT COURT

2:14-cv-01485-JAD-CWH 9/12/2014 NEVADA

PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT

Konami Gaming, inc. Marks Studios, LLC
doing business as
Gimmie Games
PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT
TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK

RV

SEE ATTACHED

2> YL6b59D

' B2 510

t 8Lib955

5

In the above—entitled case, the following patent(s)/ trademark(s) have been included:

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY
[ Amendment ] Answer [ Cross Bill [ Other Pleading
PATENT OR DATE OF PATENT - -
TRADEMARK NO. OR TRADEMARK HOLDER OF PATENT OR TRADEMARK

3%

3
4
5
In the above—entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgement issued:
DECISION/JUDGEMENT
CLERK (BY) DEPUTY CLERK DATE
LANCE S. WILSON M. JOHANSEN 9/12/2014

Copy 1—Upon initiation of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 2—Upon filing document adding patent(s), mail this copy to Director

Copy 3—Upon termination of action, mail this copy to Director
Copy 4—Case file copy
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION

PATENT NO. : 8,096,869 B2 Page 1 of 1
APPLICATION NO. : 11/299009

DATED : January 17, 2012

INVENTOR(S) : Osamu Yoshimi

It is certified that error appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent is hereby corrected as shown below:

In Column 7, Line 54, Claim 1, after “plurality” please insert --of--.

Signed and Sealed this

Twenty-ninth Day of January, 2013

David J. Kappos
Director of the United States Patent and Trademark Office
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION

PATENT NO. : 8,096,869 Page 1 of 1

APPLICATION NO. : 11/299009
ISSUE DATE » January 17, 2012
INVENTOR(S) : Osamu Yoshimi

It is certified that error appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent is hereby
corrected as shown below:

In Column 7, Line 54, Claim 1, after “plurality” please insert --of--.

14499389
121212

MAILING ADDRESS OF SENDER:

Michael H. Trenholm

KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP DOCKET NO. DUMMES55.006AUS
2040 Main Street, 14" Floor ‘

Irvine, California 92614

.PTO/SB/44 Equivalent
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number:

11299009

Filing Date:

09-Dec-2005

Title of Invention:

GAMING MACHINE WITH RUNS OF CONSECUTIVE IDENTICAL SYMBOLS

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Osamu Yoshimi

Filer:

Michael H. Trenholm/Laurel Weiler

Attorney Docket Number:

068440.00003

Filed as Large Entity

Utility under 35 USC 111(a) Filing Fees

Description

Sub-Total in

Fee Code Quantity Amount USD($)

Basic Filing:

Pages:

Claims:

Miscellaneous-Filing:

Petition:

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:

Certificate of correction

1811 1 100 100

Extension-of-Time:
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o . Sub-Total in
Description Fee Code Quantity Amount UsD($)
Miscellaneous:
Total in USD ($) 100
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 14486116
Application Number: 11299009
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 4736
Title of Invention: GAMING MACHINE WITH RUNS OF CONSECUTIVE IDENTICAL SYMBOLS
First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Osamu Yoshimi
Customer Number: 27305
Filer: Michael H. Trenholm/Elva Gutierrez
Filer Authorized By: Michael H. Trenholm
Attorney Docket Number: 068440.00003
Receipt Date: 17-DEC-2012
Filing Date: 09-DEC-2005
Time Stamp: 17:16:12
Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Payment information:
Submitted with Payment yes
Payment Type Credit Card
Payment was successfully received in RAM $100
RAM confirmation Number 5452
Deposit Account 111410
Authorized User KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON AND BEAR

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.16 (National application filing, search, and examination fees)

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.17 (Patent application and reexamination processing fees)
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File Listing:

Document .. . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
Document Description File Name A . .
Number Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
47728
CERTOFCORR_DUMMES5-006A
1 yes 2
US.pdf
fae68325b7307ac605711b3eed2d649d71
32f75
Multipart Description/PDF files in .zip description
Document Description Start End
Miscellaneous Incoming Letter 1 1
Request for Certificate of Correction 2 2

Warnings:

Information:
30261

2 Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info.pdf no 2
0430e95380bb98efcbc74eb6704a9d50778§

2a108

Warnings:

Information:

Total Files Size (in bytes):i 77989

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.

High5 Exhibit 1002, Page 7 of 318



Knobbe |Martens

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW

3403 10th St., Ste. 700 Riverside, CA 92501

KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON & BEAR LLP
T (951) 781-9231

Michael H.. Trenholm

December 17, 2012

ATTN: Certificate of Correction Branch
Commissioner for Patents

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Re: Title: GAMING MACHINE WITH RUNS OF CONSECUTIVE IDENTICAL SYMBOLS
Letters Patent No. 8,096,869

Issued: January 17, 2012

Our Reference: DUMMES5.006AUS

Dear Sir:
Enclosed for filing is a Certificate of Correction in connection with the above-identified patent.

As the errors cited in the Certificate of Correction were incurred through the fault of the Applicant, the required fee
of $100 is submitted herewith. Please charge any additional fees to our Deposit Account No. 11-1410.

Res 'ctfully submitted,

Knolipe, Martens, Olson & Bear, LLP

MicHael H. Trenholm
Registration No. 37,743
Customer No. 20995

Enclosures

14499401:Iw
121212

Orange County SanDiego San Francisco Silicon Valley Los Angeles Riverside Seattle Washington DC knObbe.COm
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2 UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFIGE

UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

PQ. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov’

| APPLICATION NUMBER |

FILING OR 371(C) DATE I FIRST NAMED APPLICANT I ATTY. DOCKET NO./TITLE |
11/299,009 12/09/2005 Osamu Yoshimi 068440.00003
CONFIRMATION NO. 4736
27305 POA ACCEPTANCE LETTER
HOWARD & HOWARD ATTORNEYS PLLC
450 West Fourth Street

N AT DT QTR
Royal Oak, MI 48067 000000057 76687

Date Mailed: 11/28/2012

NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE OF POWER OF ATTORNEY
This is in response to the Power of Attorney filed 11/14/2012.

The Power of Attorney in this application is accepted. Correspondence in this application will be mailed to the
above address as provided by 37 CFR 1.33.

/ddinb/

Office of Data Management, Application Assistance Unit (571) 272-4000, or (571) 272-4200, or 1-888-786-0101

page 1 of 1
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2 UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFIGE

UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

PQ. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov’

| APPLICATION NUMBER |

FILING OR 371(C) DATE [ FRSTNAMED APPLICANT | ATTY. DOCKETNO/TITLE |
11/299,009 12/09/2005 Osamu Yoshimi DUMMES5.006AUS
CONFIRMATION NO. 4736
20995 POWER OF ATTORNEY NOTICE
KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON & BEAR LLP

2040 MAIN STREET

N AT SO DA AT A
FOURTEENTH FLOOR 000000057 766863

IRVINE, CA 92614

Date Mailed: 11/28/2012

NOTICE REGARDING CHANGE OF POWER OF ATTORNEY
This is in response to the Power of Attorney filed 11/14/2012.

+ The Power of Attorney to you in this application has been revoked by the assignee who has intervened as
provided by 37 CFR 3.71. Future correspondence will be mailed to the new address of record(37 CFR 1.33).

/ddinh/

Office of Data Management, Application Assistance Unit (571) 272-4000, or (571) 272-4200, or 1-888-786-0101

page 1 of 1
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PTO/SRMBY 0108

Approved for use through 1102011, ORIB M851-0058

13,5, Pafent and Teademerk Office; U8, DEPARTMENT OF COMMERDE

Leler the Psps;wnm Raduston Aol of 1825, no persens & retuled 1 respund & & colisclion of infuemation unises § dlsplaye 3 valid OME control mumder.

i POWER OF ATTORKNEY Application Numbsr LR “y
@R Fiing B&"?ﬁ ) \\\\é SO ;‘ - §“& @x‘é
REVOCATION OF POWER OF ATTORNEY |Ditiamstineny L D30wmy s%in e
WITH A NEW POWER OF ATTORNEY |0 Gaog Machne ronih B ot sl
ﬁﬁﬁ At Unit R 1
Examines Nams
@HANGE OF CORRESPONDENCE &ﬁﬁﬁﬁ@@ Rioray arket awbor | DL T B0 y

1 hareby revoke af prakus powers of atiomey given in iha abovav dentified apptication.

“ A Pawer of Atkorney I8 submilted hemwiih,

D E hersby appoint Practitionsi{s} sssovisted with tha following Customer 3TANS
Mumber a8 ryfour sttomev(s) or agentis) o prsaculs the applostion

idantifled above, and to Tansact a¥ business in the Unilsd States Patent
anaﬁ Trademark Ofce connacied therawith:

[':5 § heraby sppaint Frmh}onar{s} namsd below 8 myfour sltomeyis} of agentis} io proseculs the spplication identified above, and
f0 travanct alf business i the Unlled Stales Patent snd Trademark Offlcs connscted therewiti

mmﬁicnee{&) Nams Fagistration Numbar

Pleass rmoognizs of change the cormespondence address for the above-ldantified application tx
The seidress aasoclaled with the sbovae-mentionsd Qustomer Number,
OR
D The address sssociated with Cusiomer Nurbsy
OR

e
Inctividust Nang

Addvess

Gy [ Siale | ' 0
Lounlry -
Tolephons _ ‘ ) | Emall |
-t am tha: ' '
D Appiicantfinvenior,

OR
Agsignes of record of the sntis n\m“a\‘: Sus 37 OFR AN
Nptemars under 37 CFR 2N {{}M’?w‘*‘r ST Qﬁ'{)&? su&mis’mé herewith or Bled o .

\»;;S;},@*“ <N mmw&p@%w ggutacAasiyees of Regord

wx{ ‘ & R 3
Signature T ST R S Date R g‘g‘»g;&w
“Mgme Tnomas A Jingoli Telsphons ““;f*;gg‘éf}‘\@ &8
Tiie and Company Sr, VRCHIs! Covnplange w‘%‘ verd Nonuo! Qaning, e,

HOTE: Sipntires of a¥ 1he inventon of assigness of frecond of e SRiirs intevest or el reprasenietivan) sre toguived, Sebimit multiphs Torms § moes than o
agnatuee ls w&\e\w‘ S0 balow®,

. “Totaled 3%% forme are submitisd,

§ Nﬁs«f? by e e anon e T e ded
e B aninnds 1 somple
¥ e Resed e, Ry IRMUNEN
; it mvju\‘éi\g} i?is e k sss‘w.\za Begend foradon Dfken, UG8 Palent &
pe U5, Dissatinsm of mesama 9 .o ER TR0, Alskandng, VA RS 3 NQT 3&’11}; AR OR COMPLETED FNRR TD TS
SRR IO Corlsaionas for Metonts, F.OG Box 1858, lexandeis, ¥4 2231 &T%ﬁ&

it vou nsed seestancs in pompleting fhe form, cal {-800-PTO-8158 and safect aplion &
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1874 {P.L. B3-578) requires that you be given certaln Information in connestion with
your subsmisaion of the attached form relatad to @ patent application or patent. Ascordingly, pursuant to
the requirements of the Aot please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of tis
nformation is 3% U.S.0. 2(bY2); (2 fumishing of the information soliclied is voluntary; and (3} the
principal purpose for which the information is used by the U8, Patent and Trademark Offics is to procsss
andfor eamine your submizsion related to & patent application or patent, If you do nobfurmish the
requested Information, the U8, Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process andfor examine
your subrriasion, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or
gxpiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this Torm will be subject to the following routins uses:

4. The information on this form will ba reated confidentially o the sxtent aliowed under the
Fraedom of Information Act {5 U.S.0. 552) and tha Privacy Act (5 U.8.C 552a). Racords
from this system of records may be discicsed to the Depariment of Justice to delemmine
whather disciosure of thess records s required by the Fresdom of information Aot

2. A record from this system of records may be disciosed, as s routine use, in the course of
presenting evidencs to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures
i opposing counsal in the courss of setifement nagotiations.

3. A rscord in this system of records may be disclosed, as  routing use, 10 & Member of
Congrass submitting 2 request Involving an individuad, to whom the record periaing, wien
the individual has requested assistance from the Membsr with respect to the subject matiar
of the record,

4. Arecord in this sysiem of records may be disciosed, a2 8 routine uss, to a contradior of the
Agency having need for the infurmation in order (0 perform a contract. Reciplents of
information shall be required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, a8
amended, purstiant to § U.8.0, 552a(m).

5. A rscord reladed o an intermnationsl Application Sled under the Patent Cooperation Trealy in
this system of records may be disclosed, as a roulins uss, 1o the Intemational Bursay of
the World infellectual Property Orgenization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treatly,

& A resord in this system of records may be disclosed, s 2 rouline use, to another faderal
agency for purposes of Nations! Securily review (36 U.8.C. 181) and fur review pursuant o
the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.B.C. 218{ch.

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, 28 2 rouline use, to the
Administrator, Seneral Services, of bisfher designes, during an inspection of records
sonducted by GSA as part of thal sgency's responsibility to recommend improvements in
racords management practices and programs, undar authority of 44 U.8.0. 2804 and 2808,
Such disslosure shall be made In acoordance with the GSA regulstions governing
inapaction of records for this purposs, and any other relevant {L.e., 884 or Commarce}
dirgotive. Such disclosure shall not be used o meke determinations aboul Individuals,

8. Arscord fom this syster of records may be disclosed, as a routine uss, to the public after
sithar publication of the application pursuant to 35 U 8.0, 122(b) or issuance of a patent
pursuant 1o 35 U.8.0. 151, Further, a record may be distiosed, subjest to the mitations of
47 CFR 1.14, a8 8 routing use, to the public if the record was filed in an appiication which
became abandonad or In which e procesdings wers terminated and which application is
referenced by sither o publishod application, an application opan to publls inapsction of an
issied patant.

8. A reoord from this system of records may be disclosed, a5 a routing uss, to a Fedaral,
State, of incal lew enforcement agency, If the USPTO becomes awars of a vidlation or
potential viciation of law or regulstion,
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PTOSRSE (07-03)
Approved for use fhrough §7/31/2042, TMB 08810031
ok Offics; U8, DEPARTHENT OF COMMERCE
lion wssE R sy 8 valid OMB control number.

Under the Popsreork Redustion Act of THUE, no ssons ey el to reepohd 1o 2 collectiun of infoy

STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 3.73(b}

ApplicantPatent Owner, ¥ 08himi, Osarmu / Konami Garming, ne.

Appiication No./Patent Noo 11]299;0()3‘ { 8.{)96,8@9 Fiisdf/issue Dale: Decamber 9, 20517 Jaﬁuaa'y 17, 2012
Titled:
GAMING MACKINE WITH RUNS OF CONSECUTIVE IDENTICAL SYMBOLS
- Konami Gaming, Ing. g corporation
{Name of Assignes) o {Typa of Assignee, 8.g., corporation, perinership, university, govermment agsncy, efe.

states that it &

1. the assignes of the entire right, titls, and interest i

2. an assignes of less than the entire right, title, and interest in
{The extant (by percaniage) of iis ownership interestis YUY, or
3 [ the assignee of an undivided interest in the entirety of {a complete assignmant from one of the joint inventors wase mada)

the patent application/patent identifiad above, by virtue of either

A, fj An asaignmant from he inventor(s) of the patent application/patent identified above. The sssignment was recarded in
the United Siates Patent and Trademark Office at Reel . Frame L or for which 2
‘ nopy iherefore is attached.
OR
23 A shain of itle from: the ivertor(s), of the patent application/paterd ideniifled above, to the current assignee a8 follows:
4 Frome  Yoshimi, Osamu T Konami Australia Piy Lid,
The document was recordad in the United States Palent and Trademark Office at
Res Q17788 . Frame 0084 i . or for which & sopy fhereof is attached.,
2 From:  Konami Australis Ply Lid. To: Konami Gaming, inc.
The docurnent was racordsd in the United States Patent and Trademark Office &t
Resl QQQQS‘* . Frama 0943 . or for which 3 copy thereof is affachad.
3. From: Ta

The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at

Feal . Frame . or for which & copy thereofis attached.

3 Additicnal documants in the chain of Htle are listed on a supplamental sheet{s),
[}Zj &5 required by 37 CFR 3730 1)), the documentary evidence of the chain of tifle from the original owner to the assignes was,
ar concurrently is being, submitted for recordation pursuani to 37 CFR 311,

[NOTE: A saparate copy {i.8., 3 true copy of the original assignment document(s)} must be submilted o Assignment Division in
aocoidances with 37 COFR Part 3, to record the sssignment in the records of the USPTO. Seg MPEP 302.08]

The undarsigned-fvhnde tits s

supplied below) is authorized o act an behalf of the assignes.

S

Maovamber 14, 2012
o Dats

james B, Yee Agent

Frinted or Typad Name Title

This coliectinn of information Is reguired by 37 GFR 3.73(6). The information is required fo obtain o retain & benshit by the pubiic which s 1 file (and by the USFTO I3

eses an application. Gonfilantiaiity Is governed by 33 U.3.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1,14, This roliection is axtimated to take 12 minttes fo complete, invluding
gathering, prepanng, and submiting the compieted appfication form to the USPTCL Time will vary depending upon the individust case. Any commants on the amount of time
you requive to complats this form andior suggestions for reducing this burdan, should ba sent to the Chief information Officer, U5, Palent and Trademark Cifice, U.3.
Dapartmant of Commerce, P.J. Box 1480, Alsxandria, YA 233131450, DO NOT SEND FEES OR SOMPLETEDR FORMS TO THiIS ADDRESS. SEMD TO: Commissioner
for Batants, P.0. Box 14588, Alsxandria, VA 220131450,

i vou nosd assistence in complaing e form, call 1-800-FT0-8198 and selsct option 2.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1874 {P.L. 93-879} requires that you be given carlain information in connection
with your submission of the attached form related 10 a patent application or patent. Accordingly,
purstant io the requiraments of the Act, please be advised that: {1} the general authority for the
collection of this information ia 35 U.S5.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information sulicited is voluntary;
and {3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the 1.5, Patent and Trademark

Offine is to process andfor examine your submission related fo a patent application or patent. i you do
not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to
process andior examing your submission, which may resull in tarmination of proceedings of
abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent,

The information provided by you in this form will be subject o the folfowing routine usss:

1. The information on this form will be trealed confidentially to the extent sllowed under the
Freadom of Information Aot {8 U.8.C. 882} and the Frivacy Act (5 U.8.C 582a). Records from
this system of resords may be disclosed o the Departmernt of Justice to determing whether
disciosure of these records Is required by the Freedom of information Act.

2. A record from this system of racords may be disclosed, as a rowting use, in the course of
presenting evidence 1o & court, magistrate, or administrative fribunal, including disciosures 1o
opposing counset in the course of setilement negoliations.

3. A racord in this system of racords may be disclosad, as a routine use, 1o a Member of
Congress submitiing a request nvolving an indhvidual, to whom the record pertains, when the
individual has requasted assistance from the Member with respect o the subject matter of the
record.

4, A racord in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, 10 8 contractor of the
Agency having need for the information in order to periorm a coniract. Raciplents of
information shall he required to comply with the requirsments of the Privacy Aot of 1874, as
amended, pursuant 1o 8 U.8.C. 582a(m).

5 A record relatad o an international Application filad under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in

this system of records may be disclosed, as a routing use, o the Infernational Bureau of the

World intellectust Property Organization, pursuant 1o the Patent Cooperation Treaty,

& racord in this system of records may be disclosed, as a rouline use, © another federal

agency for purposes of Mational Securily review (38 U.8.0. 181) and for review pursuant to

the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.8.C. 218{e}).

A record from this system of recosds may be disclosed, as a rouline use, 1o the Administrator,

General Services, or hisiher designee, during an inspection of records sonducied by (B8A as

part of that agenay's reaponsibiiily to recommend improvemants in records management

practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2804 and 2808, Such disciosure shall

e made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspeciion of records fur this

purpose, and any other rafevant (Le., G8A or Commerae) directive, Such disclosure shall not

be used to make delerminations about individuals,

8. A rocord from thia system of records may be disclosed, as a routing use, o the public after
sither publication of the application pwsuant to 38 LLE.C. 122} or issuance of a patant
pursuant to 35 LL.8.C. 181, Further, a record may be disciosed, subject to the imitations of 37
OFR 1.14, a5 a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an application which
Lecame abandonad of in which the procesdings were terminated and which application is
referenced by sither a published application, an application open to public inspection or an
issued patent.

o, A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State,
or local law enforcement agenay, if ihe USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential
violation of law or reguiation.

o

o

' High5 Exhibit 1002, Page 14 of 318



Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFs ID: 14224574
Application Number: 11299009
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 4736
Title of Invention: GAMING MACHINE WITH RUNS OF CONSECUTIVE IDENTICAL SYMBOLS
First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Osamu Yoshimi
Customer Number: 20995
Filer: James R. Yee/Amy Galenski
Filer Authorized By: JamesR. Yee
Attorney Docket Number: DUMME55.006AUS
Receipt Date: 14-NOV-2012
Filing Date: 09-DEC-2005
Time Stamp: 13:20:55
Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment no

File Listing:

Document .. . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
Number Document Description File Name Message Digest | Part/.zip| (if appl.)

636416
POAandStatementUnder37CFR

373b.pdf ne 4

1 Power of Attorney

b57598c712eb9bfechbcd6d02fel 114a2434
34a60

Warnings:

Information:
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Total Files Size (in bytes):‘ 636416

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office
If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for

an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION

PATENT NO. : 8,096,869 B2 Page 1 of 1
APPLICATION NO. : 11/299009

DATED : January 17, 2012

INVENTOR(S) : Osamu Yoshimi

It is certified that error appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent is hereby corrected as shown below:

In Column 7, Line 14, please change “diplayed” to --displayed--.
In Column 7, Line 18, please change “gaining” to --gaming--.
In Column 7, Line 34, please change “embodiments™ to --embodiments.--.

In Column 7, Line 34, Claim 1, after “plurality” please insert --of--.

Signed and Sealed this
Twenty-fifth Day of September, 2012

( huid s

David J. Kappos
Director of the United States Patent and Trademark Office
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION

PATENT NO. : 8,096,869 ' Page 1 of 1
APPLICATION NO. : 11/299009

ISSUE DATE : January 17, 2012

INVENTOR(S) : Osamu Yoshimi

It is certified that error appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent is hereby
corrected as shown below:

In Column 7, Line 14, please change “diplayed” to --displayed--.

In Column 7, Line 18, please change “gaining” to --gaming--.

In Column 7, Line 34, please change “embodiments” to --embodiments.--

In Column 7, Line 34, Claim 1, after “plurality” please insert --of--.

13732218/vb
080212

MAILING ADDRESS OF SENDER:

Michael H. Trenholm

KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP DOCKET NO. DUMMES55.006AUS
2040 Main Street, 14" Floor ‘

Irvine, California 92614

PTO/SB/44 Equivalent
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number:

11299009

Filing Date:

09-Dec-2005

Title of Invention:

GAMING MACHINE WITH RUNS OF CONSECUTIVE IDENTICAL SYMBOLS

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Osamu Yoshimi

Filer:

Michael H. Trenholm/Laurel Weiler

Attorney Docket Number:

DUMMES55.006AUS

Filed as Large Entity

Utility under 35 USC 111(a) Filing Fees

Description

Sub-Total in

Fee Code Quantity Amount USD($)

Basic Filing:

Pages:

Claims:

Miscellaneous-Filing:

Petition:

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:

Certificate of correction

1811 1 100 100

Extension-of-Time:
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o . Sub-Total in
Description Fee Code Quantity Amount UsD($)
Miscellaneous:
Total in USD ($) 100
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 13517787
Application Number: 11299009
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 4736

Title of Invention:

GAMING MACHINE WITH RUNS OF CONSECUTIVE IDENTICAL SYMBOLS

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Osamu Yoshimi

Customer Number:

20995

Filer:

Michael H. Trenholm/Robin Leu

Filer Authorized By:

Michael H. Trenholm

Attorney Docket Number: DUMME55.006AUS
Receipt Date: 16-AUG-2012
Filing Date: 09-DEC-2005
Time Stamp: 18:45:06

Application Type:

Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment yes
Payment Type Credit Card
Payment was successfully received in RAM $100

RAM confirmation Number 5199
Deposit Account 111410

Authorized User

KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON AND BEAR

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.16 (National application filing, search, and examination fees)

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.17 (Patent application and reexamination processing fees)
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File Listing:

Document .. . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
Document Description File Name A . .
Number Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
49126
CERTCORR_DUMME55-006AUS)
1 yes 2
PDF
7882400d7f7a4a45d709b57701ab494b32d|
40a0d
Multipart Description/PDF files in .zip description
Document Description Start End
Miscellaneous Incoming Letter 1 1
Request for Certificate of Correction 2 2

Warnings:

Information:
30102

2 Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info.pdf no 2
37a23036557a618cf7394290552¢8f2054fe|
Warnings:
Information:
Total Files Size (in bytes):i 79228

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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Knobbe Martens

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW

3403 10th St., Ste. 700 Riverside, CA 92501

KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON & BEAR LLP
T (951) 781-9231

Michael H. Trenholm

August 16, 2012
ATTN: Certificate of Correction Branch
Commissioner for Patents

P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Re: Title: GAMING MACHINE WITH RUNS OF CONSECUTIVE IDENTICAL SYMBOLS
Letters Patent No. 8,096,869

Issued: January 17, 2012

Our Reference: DUMMES5.006AUS

Dear Sir:

Enclosed for filing is a Certificate of Correction in connection with the above-identified patent.

As the errors cited in the Certificate of Correction were incurred through the fault of both the Applicant and the
Patent Office, the required fee of $100 is submitted herewith. Please charge any additional fees to our Deposit
Account No. 11-1410.

Respectfully submitted,

Knobb artens, Olson & Bear, LLP

Michael H. Trenholm
Registration No. 37,743
Customer No. 20995

Enclosures

13739597/vb/080312

Orange County San Diego San Francisco Silicon Valley Los Angeles Riverside Seattle Washington DC knObbe.COI‘n
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e
N UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.0.Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NO. ISSUE DATE PATENT NO. ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.
11/299,009 01/17/2012 8096869 DUMMES5.006AUS 4736
20995 7590 12/28/2011
KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON & BEAR LLP
2040 MAIN STREET
FOURTEENTH FLOOR

IRVINE, CA 92614

ISSUE NOTIFICATION

The projected patent number and issue date are specified above.

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(application filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Patent Term Adjustment is 1292 day(s). Any patent to issue from the above-identified application will
include an indication of the adjustment on the front page.

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA.

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information
Retrieval (PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov).

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the
Office of Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee
payments should be directed to the Application Assistance Unit (AAU) of the Office of Data Management
(ODM) at (571)-272-4200.

APPLICANT(s) (Please see PAIR WEB site hitp://pair.uspto.gov for additional applicants):

Osamu Yoshimi, Botany, AUSTRALIA;

IR103 (Rev. 10/09)
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Receipt date: 09/24/2008 11299009 - GAU: 3714

PTOQ/SB/08 Equivalent
Application No. 11/299,009
|NFORMAT|ON DISCLOSURE Filing Date December 9, 2005
First Named Inventor | Yoshimi et al.
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT ,
Art Unit 3714
(Multiple sheets used when necessary) Examiner Milap Shah
SHEET 1 OF 1 Attorney Docket No. DUMMES5.006AUS
AL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCERT WHERE LINED THROUGGH MBS/

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

Examiner | Cite Document Number Publication Date Pages, Columns, Lines Where
Initials No Number - Kind Code (if known) MM-DD-YYYY Name of Patentee or Applicant Relevant Passages or Relevant
' Example: 1,234,567 B1 Figures Appear
1 5,624,119 04-1997 Leake, Deborah L. \
2005/0043083 02-2005 Inoue, Haruo (previously
2 incorrectly cited as
2004/0043083) }
3 5,807,172 09-1998 Piechowiak \
4 6,241,607 06-2001 Payne et al. AN
5 6,896,615 05-2005 Berman Ny
6 6,960,134 11-2005 Hartl et al.
AL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE TINED THROUGH MBS/
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
. . Foreign Patent Document Publication Pages, Columns, Lines
Em?a':;er ?\l';e Country Code-Number-Kind Code Date Name Ao f ’Tii;ﬁtee or Where Relevant Passages or T
: Example: JP 1234567 A1 MM-DD-YYYY PP Relevant Figures Appear

¥

CO-PENDING U.S. PATENT APPLICATIONS COMMONLY OWNED WITH THE PRESENT APPLICATION

EXAMINER NOTE: Applicant respectfully requests the Examiner to consider whether the claims of any one or more of the
following co-pending U.S. patent applications (which are commonly owned with the present application) create any issues of double
patenting with respect to any of the claims of the present application; and, where relevant, to consider whether the disclosure of any
one or more of the following co-pending applications creates any issues of patentability with respect to any of the claims of the
present application. In addition, Applicant respectfully requests the Examiner to consider whether any listed office actions issued in
the following co-pending applications create any issues of patentability with respect to any of the claims of the present application.

SPECIFICATION, DRAWINGS and CLAIMS: Except where indicated, each of the co-pending applications listed below is
stored in the USPTO’s IFW system. As provided in M.P.E.P. § 609.04(a), copies of the specifications, drawings and claims of these
co-pending applications are not enclosed herewith.

Examiner | Cite | Serial No. Filing Date Inventor(s) Pub. No. Atty. Docket No. Date(s) of Office Action(s)
Initials | No. MM-DD-YYYY MM-DD-YYYY
.| ] 11e3153 | 07-202005 |Chan 2007/0015565 | DUMMES5.004AUS | 1,/2007
Changets) appifed —
11/299,099 | 12/09/2005 | Yoshimi 2006/0247002 | DUMMES5.005AUS | 11,2006
to ddeu ment, Office Action dated 1/28/2008
OMAH 11/413,707 | 04/28/2006 | Yoshimi 2006/0257060 | DUMMES5.007AUS | Response to Office Action of
1/28/2008 filed 7/28/2008
10/ 2f7 20T Office Action of 12/13/2007
117281258 | 11/17/2005 |Tran 2006/0183533 | DUMMES5.002AUS | Response to Office Action of
' ' 12/13/2007 filed 3/13/2008
Office Action dated 6/24/2008
10/583,210 | 03/26/2007 |Quayle 2008/0045300 | DUMMES5.008APC | Office Action dated 8/07/2008
5973536:Iw o . o
092308 ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH, /MBS/
Examiner Signature /Milap Shah/ Date Considered 02/10/2009

*Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not
in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

T - Place a check mark in this area when an English language Translation is attached.
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Receipt date: 03/20/2008

11299009 - GAU: 3714

PTO/SB/08 Equivalent
Application No. 11/299,009
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE Filing Date December 9, 2005
First Named Inventor | O Yoshimi
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT : oo
Art Unit 3714
(Multiple sheets used when necessary) Examiner Milap Shah
SHEET 1 OF 3 Attorney Docket No. | DUMMES5.006AUS
ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH, MBS/

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

Document Number

Pages, Columns, Lines Where

E)I(re.iig\ailr;er ﬁi}: Nurér)l();zl:1 -p {éi:ndfzogz 5(/5 ;mB(flwn) Pﬂmiﬁg?w\}e Name of Patentee or Applicant Relevan't: i';’:?es:sf:p:ra II-”\elevant
1 2006/0183533 8-17-06 Tran et al. y
Changels) “'Fr'5~” 2 2006/0247002 12=88=2805 1\1,/200¢4 Yoshimi et al. \
to dobument 3 2007/0015565 01-18-2007 Edward Chan \
MALH 4 2006/0287060 12-21-2006 Yoshimi, Osamu \
l0/2422001 5 2005/0277460 12-2005 Inoue, Haruo ‘t
6 2006/0247002 11-2006 Yoshimi et al. \
7 2004/0198486 10-2004 Walker et al. \
8 2006/0183534 08-2006 Yoshimi, Osamu \
9 2006/0166731 07-2006 Yoshimi et al. X
10 2006/0084498 04-2006 Baerlocker et al. K
11 2006/0084492 04-2008 Baerlocker et al. \
12 2004/0053679 03-2004 Getz et al. \
13 2006/0052155 03-2006 Inoue, Haruo \
14 2006/0046830 03-2006 Webb, Bayard S. x
15 2008/0045300 02-21-2008 Quayle et al. \
16 08 055 02-2005 Inoue, Haruo ‘
17 2005/0043084 02-2005 Inoue, Haruo \
18 2004/0038726 02-2004 Inoue, Haruo \
19 2004/0036218 02-2004 Inoue, Haruo \
20 2004/0026854 02-2004 Inoue, Haruo ‘ﬁ
21 2004/0017041 01-2004 Inoue, Haruo \
22 2004/0014517 01/2004 Inoue, Haruo \
23 2004/0014516 01/2004 Inoue, Haruo \
24 2004/0012145 01-2004 Inoue, Haruo \
25 5,152,529 10-1992 Okada, Kazuo \
26 5,395,111 03-1995 Inoue, Haruo \
27 5,609,524 03-1997 Inoue, Haruo K
28 5,611,535 03-18-1997 Tiberio ‘\ 3
29 5,722,891 03-1998 Inoue, Haruo ¥

AlLL REFERENGCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /MBS/

Examiner Signature

Milap Shaby/

Date Considered 02/10/2009

*Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not
in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

T - Place a check mark in this area when an English language Translation is attached.
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail Mail Stop ISSUE FEE
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
or Fax (571)-273-2885

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through S should be completed where
appropriate. All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and nolification of maintenance fees will be mailed Lo the current correspondence address as
indicated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "['CL ADDRESS" for
ma

e fee notifications.
CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any chiange of address) Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domeslic mailings of (he
Tee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying
Eape;s, Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must
ave its own certificate of mailing or transmission.

20995 7590 09/09/2011
KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON & BEARLLP Certificate of Mailing or Transmission
I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmitlal is being deposited with the United
2040 MAIN STREET States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope
FOURTEENTH FLOOR addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being facsimile
IRVINE. CA 92614 transmitted to the USPTO (571) 273-288S5, on the date indicated below.
: (Depositor's name)
(Signature)
(Date)
APPLICATION NO. I FILING DA'LE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR I ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO.
11/299,009 12/09/2005 Osamu Yoshimi DUMMES5.006AUS 4736
ITTLE OF INVENTION: GAMING MACHINE WITH RUNS OF CONSECUTIVE IDENTICAL SYMBOLS
I APPLN. TYPE I SMALL ENTITY I ISSUE FEE DUE | PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE I
nonprovisional NO ~$50- $1740 $300 $0 el $2040 12/09/201 1
| EXAMINER [ ART UNIT | cuass-suscrass |
SIIATI, MILAP 3717 463-020000
1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 2. For printing on the patent front page, list
CFR 1.363). (1) the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys 1_Knobbe, Martens,
() Change of corres nq)t;nce address (or Change of Correspondence or agents OR, aliernatively,
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached. (2) the name of a single firm (having as a membera 2 Olson & Bear, LLP
() "Fee Address" indication (or "Tiee Address” Indication form registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer 2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 3
Number is required. listed, no name will be printed.

w

ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)
PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below. the document has been filed for
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitule for [iling an assignment.
(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)
Konami Australia Pty Ltd. Botany, Australia

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : [ individual X1 Corporation or other private group entity {1 Government

4a. The following fee(s) are submitted: 4b. Payment of Fee(s): (Please first reapply any previously paid issue fee shown above)
Issue Fee [ A check is enclosed. .
X rublication Tee (No small entity discount permitted) a Payment by credit card. Form I'TO-2038 is attached.
[ Advance Order - # of Copies X'rhe Director is hereby authorized to charge dmeztri'rcd‘fct(‘s},-z.ny deficiency, or credit any
overpayment, to Deposit Account Number,_11-1410 (enclose an extra copy of this form).

5. Change in Entity Status (from statug indicated above)
a. Applicant claims SMALL TY status. See 37 CFR 1.27. Qe Applicant is no longer claiming SMALL ENTITY status. See 37CFR | 27(8)(2).

NOTE: The Issue Fee and Publication (if required) will not be accepted from anyone other than the applicant; a registered attorney or agent: or the assignee or other party in
interest as shown by the records of the Whited States Patent and Trademark Office.

Authorized Signature Date

Typed or printed name __Michael H. Trenholm Registration No. 37,743

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process)
an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is cstimated to take 12 minutes to completc, including gathering, preparing, and
submitting the completed application form to the USFTO. 'lime will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete
this form and/or stfgestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief In?ormation Officer, 11.S. Patent and Trademark Office, 11.S. Department of Commerce, P.0.
Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissivner [or Paients, P.O. Box 1450,
Alcxandria, Virginia 22313-1450.

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

PTOL-85 (Rev. 02/11) Approved for use through 08/31/2013, OMB 0651-0033 U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number:

11299009

Filing Date:

09-Dec-2005

Title of Invention:

GAMING MACHINE WITH RUNS OF CONSECUTIVE IDENTICAL SYMBOLS

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Osamu Yoshimi

Filer:

Michael H. Trenholm/Laurel Weiler

Attorney Docket Number:

DUMMES55.006AUS

Filed as Large Entity

Utility under 35 USC 111(a) Filing Fees

Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Suz-;'s(tsa)l in
Basic Filing:
Pages:
Claims:
Miscellaneous-Filing:
Petition:
Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:
Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:
Utility Appl issue fee 1501 1 1740 1740
Publ. Fee- early, voluntary, or normal 1504 1 300 300
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Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Sut—;’g(tsa)l in
Extension-of-Time:
Miscellaneous:
Total in USD ($) 2040
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 11584554
Application Number: 11299009
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 4736
Title of Invention: GAMING MACHINE WITH RUNS OF CONSECUTIVE IDENTICAL SYMBOLS
First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Osamu Yoshimi
Customer Number: 20995
Filer: Michael H. Trenholm/Robin Leu
Filer Authorized By: Michael H. Trenholm
Attorney Docket Number: DUMME55.006AUS
Receipt Date: 09-DEC-2011
Filing Date: 09-DEC-2005
Time Stamp: 15:59:08
Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111(a)
Payment information:
Submitted with Payment yes
Payment Type Credit Card
Payment was successfully received in RAM $2040
RAM confirmation Number 2634
Deposit Account 111410
Authorized User KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON AND BEAR

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.16 (National application filing, search, and examination fees)

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.17 (Patent application and reexamination processing fees)
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File Listing:

Document .. . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
Document Description File Name A . .
Number Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
PTOL85_DUMMES55-006AUS 97930
1 Issue Fee Payment (PTO-85B) - PDF ' no 1
f6eblale5b9e56acedce6886e717aefc2deql
Scdd
Warnings:
Information:
32126
2 Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info.pdf no 2
95858c24666f8c6005ec8804d3ed212a610
e8857
Warnings:
Information:
Total Files Size (in bytes):l 130056

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O.Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.USpto.gov

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKETNO. |  CONFIRMATION NO. |
11/299,009 12/09/2005 Osamu Yoshimi DUMMES5.006AUS 4736
20995 7590 11/07/2011
EXAMINER
KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON & BEAR LLP | |
2040 MAIN STREET SHAH, MILAP
FOURTEENTH FLOOR RTI, PyV——
IRVINE, CA 92614 | | |
3717
| NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE |
11/07/2011 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.
The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.
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Application No. Applicant(s)
SUPPLEMENTAL 11/299,009 YOSHIMI, OSAMU
Notice of Allowability Examiner Art Unit
MILAP SHAH 3717

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1. [X] This communication is responsive to jnternal inquiry regarding specification issue.

2. [[] An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on ; the restriction
requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

3. X The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-5,7-13,15-22,24,26 and 27.

4. [] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priotity under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
a)[J Al b)[J Some* c¢)[JNone ofthe:
1. [ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2. [ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3. [ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
* Certified copies not received: __

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE “MAILING DATE” of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application.
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE.

5. [J A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF
INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient.
6. [ ] CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as “replacement sheets”) must be submitted.
(a) [ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson’s Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached
1) [ hereto or 2) [] to Paper No./Mail Date _____.
(b) [ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of
Paper No./Mail Date ___ .

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).

7. ] DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)
1. [ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. [J Notice of Informal Patent Application
2. [] Notice of Draftperson’s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 6. [ Interview Summary (PTO-413),
Paper No./Mail Date .
3. [ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 7. Xl Examiner's Amendment/Comment
Paper No./Mail Date
4. [] Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 8. [] Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance
of Biological Material
9. [ Other .
/Milap Shah/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3717

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-37 (Rev. 03-11) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20111101
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Application/Control Number: 11,/299,009 Page 2
Art Unit: 3717

DETAILED ACTION

This action is supplementary to the Notice of Allowability mailed September 9, 2011. The
Examinet’s amendment below addresses a specification issues regarding reference to claim numbers.
This Examiner’s Amendment is in addition to the Examiner’s Amendment of September 9, 2011.

EXAMINER’S AMENDMENT

An examinet’s amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312.
To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of
the issue fee.

The application has been amended as follows:

IN THE SPECIFICATION

e at paragraph [0039], line 2, remove “of any one of claims 1 to 277
e at paragraph [0040], lines 2-3, remove “according to any of claims 1 to 28”.
CONCLUSION

Any inquity concerning this communication or eatlier communications from the examiner
should be directed to MILAP SHAH whose telephone number is (571)272-1723. The examiner can
normally be reached on M-EF: 9:30AM-6:00PM.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s supervisor,
Melba Bumgarner can be reached on (571) 272-4709. The fax phone number for the organization
where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

/Milap Shah/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3717
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under Reexamination
Issue Classification | ;159900 YOSHIMI, OSAMU
H“m H“‘ H“‘ m“ N““H “ ““M “‘ o o
MILAP SHAH 3717
ORIGINAL INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION
CLASS SUBCLASS CLAIMED NON-CLAIMED
463 20 G 6 | F 17 / 00 (2006.0)
G 6 | F 19/00 (2011.0)
CROSS REFERENCE(S)
A 3| F 9/ 24 (2006.0)
CLASS SUBCLASS (ONE SUBCLASS PER BLOCK) A 3| F 13/00 (2006.0)
463 16 29
273 138.1
O Claims renumbered in the same order as presented by applicant O CPA O T.D. O R147
Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original Final Original
1 1 15 17
2 2 16 18
3 3 17 19
6 4 18 20
1 5 19 21
6 20 22
4 7 23
5 8 21 24
7 9 25
8 10 22 26
9 11 23 27
10 12
12 13
14
13 15
14 16
NONE
Total Claims Allowed:
23
(Assistant Examiner) (Date)
/MILAP SHAH/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3717 10/5/11 O.G. Print Claim(s) O.G. Print Figure
(Primary Examiner) (Date) 1 2

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

Part of Paper No. 20111005
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under
Reexamination
Index of Claims 11299009 YOSHIMI, OSAMU
INARTATANDIONR (2=
MILAP SHAH 3717
v Rejected - Cancelled N | Non-Elected A Appeal
= Allowed + Restricted | | Interference 0] Objected
[ Claims renumbered in the same order as presented by applicant O cpA O T.D. O R.1.47
CLAIM DATE
Final Original |02/10/2009 |01/15/2010|10/05/2011
1 1 v v =
2 2 v v _
3 3 v v _
6 4 v v =
11 5 v v =
6 v v
4 7 v v =
5 8 v v _
7 9 v v _
8 10 v v =
9 11 v v =
10 12 v v =
12 13 v v =
14 v -
13 15 v v =
14 16 v v =
15 17 v v =
16 18 v v =
17 19 v v =
18 20 v v =
19 21 v v =
20 22 v v =
23 v v
21 24 v v =
25 v v
22 26 v v =
23 27 v v =
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No. : 20111005
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uSpto.gov

NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE

20995 7590 09/09/2011 I EXAMINER |
KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON & BEAR LLP SHAH, MILAP
2040 MAIN STREET
FOURTEENTH FLOOR | arruw PAPERNUMBER |
IRVINE, CA 92614 717

DATE MAILED: 09/09/2011

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.

11/299,009 12/09/2005
TITLE OF INVENTION: GAMING MACHINE WITH RUNS OF CONSECUTIVE IDENTICAL SYMBOLS

Osamu Yoshimi DUMMES55.006AUS 4736

APPLN. TYPE SMALL ENTITY ISSUE FEE DUE | PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE

nonprovisional NO $1510 $300 $0 $1810 12/09/2011
THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT.
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS.
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308.

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS
STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT BE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES
NOT REFLECT A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS
PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORM
WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW
DUE.

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE:

I. Review the SMALL ENTITY status shown above.

If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as YES, verify your current
SMALL ENTITY status:

A. If the status is the same, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown
above.

B. If the status above is to be removed, check box 5b on Part B -
Fee(s) Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required)
and twice the amount of the ISSUE FEE shown above, or

If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO:
A. Pay TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above, or

B. If applicant claimed SMALL ENTITY status before, or is now
claiming SMALL ENTITY status, check box 5a on Part B - Fee(s)
Transmittal and pay the PUBLICATION FEE (if required) and 1/2

the ISSUE FEE shown above.

II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (f required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b"
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a
request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing
the paper as an equivalent of Part B.

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980 may require payment of
maintenance fees. It is patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due.

Page 1 of 3
PTOL-85 (Rev. 02/11)
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PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail Mail Stop ISSUE FEE
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
or Fax (571)-273-2885

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where

apé)ropriate. All further correspondence including the Patent, advance orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as

indicated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by (a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for
maintenance fee notifications.

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address) Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the

Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying

Eapers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must

ave its own certificate of mailing or transmission.

20995 7590 09/09/2011
KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON & BEAR LLP sy conty (. crtficate of Mofing or Tromsmssion,
ereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal 1s being deposited wil e Unit
2040 MAIN STREET States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope
FOURTEENTH FLOOR addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being facsimile
transmitted to the - , on the date indicated below.
IRVINE. CA 92614 itted to the USPTO (571) 273-2885 he date indicated bel
(Depositor's name)
(Signature)
(Date)
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.
11/299,009 12/09/2005 Osamu Yoshimi DUMMES5.006AUS 4736
TITLE OF INVENTION: GAMING MACHINE WITH RUNS OF CONSECUTIVE IDENTICAL SYMBOLS
I APPLN. TYPE SMALL ENTITY | ISSUE FEE DUE | PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE
nonprovisional NO $1510 $300 $0 $1810 12/09/2011
I EXAMINER | ART UNIT | CLASS-SUBCLASS |
SHAH, MILAP 3717 463-020000
1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 2. For printing on the patent front page, list
CFR 1.363). ol - 1
(1) the names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys
[ Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence or agents OR, alternatively,
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached. ; . . 2
(2) the name of a single firm (having as a member a
[ "Fee Address"” indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer 2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 3
Number is required. listed, no name will be printed.

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE (B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be printed on the patent) : [ Individual [ Corporation or other private group entity [ Government

4a. The following fee(s) are submitted: 4b. Payment of Fee(s): (Please first reapply any previously paid issue fee shown above)
[ Issue Fee [ A check is enclosed.
[ Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted) | Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached.
[J Advance Order - # of Copies [ The Director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credit any
overpayment, to Deposit Account Number (enclose an extra copy of this form).

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)
. Applicant claims SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27. e Applicant is no longer claiming SMALL ENTITY status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g)(2).

NOTE: The Issue Fee and Publication Fee (if required) will not be accepted from anyone other than the applicant; a registered attorney or agent; or the assignee or other party in
interest as shown by the records of the United States Patent and Trademark Office.

Authorized Signature Date

Typed or printed name Registration No.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process)
an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and
submutting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete
this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent toage Cﬁief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O.
Box 1450, AIexand%ia, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450,
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450.

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

PTOL-85 (Rev. 02/11) Approved for use through 08/31/2013. OMB 0651-0033 U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uSpto.gov

| APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. |
11/299,009 12/09/2005 Osamu Yoshimi DUMMESS5.006AUS 4736
20995 7590 09/09/2011 I EXAMINER |
KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON & BEAR LLP SHAH, MILAP
2040 MAIN STREET
FOURTEENTH FLOOR | ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER |
IRVINE, CA 92614 717

DATE MAILED: 09/09/2011

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(application filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Patent Term Adjustment to date is 840 day(s). If the issue fee is paid on the date that is three months after the
mailing date of this notice and the patent issues on the Tuesday before the date that is 28 weeks (six and a half
months) after the mailing date of this notice, the Patent Term Adjustment will be 840 day(s).

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA.

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information Retrieval
(PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov).

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of

Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0101 or (571)-272-4200.

Page 3of 3
PTOL-85 (Rev. 02/11)
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with
your submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to
the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this
information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the
principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process
and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the
requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine
your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or
expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom
of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of
records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these
records is required by the Freedom of Information Act.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting
evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel
in the course of settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress
submitting a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has
requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency
having need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be
required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this
system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World
Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for
purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy
Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator,
General Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of
that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and
programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance
with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant
(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about
individuals.

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either
publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35
U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a
routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in
which the proceedings were terminated and which application is referenced by either a published
application, an application open to public inspection or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local
law enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or
regulation.
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Application No. Applicant(s)

, . . 11/299,009 YOSHIMI, OSAMU
Examiner-Initiated Interview Summary i i
Examiner Art Unit
MILAP SHAH 3717

All participants (applicant, applicant’s representative, PTO personnel):

(1) MILAP SHAH. 3) .

(2) Michael Trenholm. (4.

Date of Interview: 30 August 2011.

Type: [X Telephonic [ Video Conference
[] Personal [copy given to: [] applicant  [] applicant’s representative]

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: [] Yes X No.
If Yes, brief description:

Issues Discussed [J101 [J112 [102 [J103 [X]Others

(For each of the checked box(es) above, please describe below the issue and detailed description of the discussion)

Claim(s) discussed: 1-13 and 15-27.
Identification of prior art discussed: N/A.

Substance of Interview
(For each issue discussed, provide a detailed description and indicate if agreement was reached. Some topics may include: identification or clarification of a
reference or a portion thereof, claim interpretation, proposed amendments, arguments of any applied references etc...)

The Examiner initially telephoned the Applicant's representative in late June 2011 to open discussion to a proposed
Examiner's amendment that would place the Application in condition for allowance and overcome any outstanding
rejections set forth in prosecution and any potentially new grounds of rejection in view of 35 U.S.C. 112 in regards to
indefiniteness and clarity. Applicant's representative was provided with an initial amendment to claim 1 for discussion
purposes. Upon tentative agreement, the Examiner further provided a number of amendments to a majority of the
claims for the purpose of clarity of the claimed invention. Applicant's representative, on a follow up telephone call to
gain full approval of the amendment, indicated the proposed examiner's amendment was acceptable. Consequently, a
Notice of Allowability is being mailed herewith. A full detailed Examiner's Amendment in regards to the discussions
between Examiner Shah and Applicant's representative is attached hereto in the 'DETAILED ACTION'. Therefore, the
Application is hereby Allowed.

Applicant recordation instructions: It is not necessary for applicant to provide a separate record of the substance of interview.

Examiner recordation instructions: Examiners must summarize the substance of any interview of record. A complete and proper recordation of
the substance of an interview should include the items listed in MPEP 713.04 for complete and proper recordation including the identification of the
general thrust of each argument or issue discussed, a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed regarding patentability and the
general results or outcome of the interview, to include an indication as to whether or not agreement was reached on the issues raised.

[J Attachment

/Milap Shah/
Examiner, Art Unit 3717

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-413B (Rev. 8/11/2010) Interview Summary Paper No. 20110830
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Application No. Applicant(s)

. . 11/299,009 YOSHIMI, OSAMU
NOtlce Of AIIOWabIIIty Examiner Art Unit
MILAP SHAH 3717

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1. ] This communication is responsive to the RCE filed 6/25/10.

2. [[] An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on ; the restriction
requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

3. X The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-5,7-13,15-22,24,26 and 27.

4. [] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
a)[J Al b)[J Some* c¢)[JNone ofthe:
1. [ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2. [ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3. [ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the
International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
* Certified copies not received: __

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE “MAILING DATE” of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application.
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE.

5. [J A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF
INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient.
6. [ ] CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as “replacement sheets”) must be submitted.
(a) [ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson’s Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached
1) [ hereto or 2) [] to Paper No./Mail Date _____.
(b) [ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of
Paper No./Mail Date .

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).

7. ] DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)
1. X Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. [J Notice of Informal Patent Application
2. [] Notice of Draftperson’s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 6. X Interview Summary (PTO-413),
Paper No./Mail Date 2071710830 .
3. X Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 7. ] Examiner's Amendment/Comment
Paper No./Mail Date 6/25/10 & 9/20/10
4. [] Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 8. [Xl Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance
of Biological Material
9. [ Other .
/Milap Shah/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3717

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-37 (Rev. 03-11) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20110830
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DETAILED ACTION
EXAMINER’S AMENDMENT

An examiner’s amendment to the record appeats below. Should the changes and/or additions be
unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee.

Authorization for this examiner’s amendment was given in a telephone interview with Michael
Trenholm on August 30, 2011.

The application has been amended as follows:

In the SPECIFICATION

Title: change the title of the application to: “GAMING MACHINE WITH RUNS OF
CONSECUTIVE IDENTICAL SYMBOLS”

In the CLAIMS

Cancellation of claims: cancel claims 6, 23, & 25.

Replacement claims: replace claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 7-13, 18, 21, 22, 26, & 27 as presented below.

Note: claims 3, 15-17, 19, 20, & 24 remain as previously presented on 6/25/10.

1. A gaming machine comprising: a processor configured to execute a game displaying a mattix of
symbol containing elements having a plurality of rows and a plurality columns; at least one column
of said matrix comprising a portion of a simulated rotatable reel of a plurality of said symbol
containing elements; said simulated rotatable reel comprising sections of symbol containing
elements displaying a plurality of symbols that are fixed for each game played on said gaming
machine; said simulated rotatable reel including at least one section in which a consecutive run of

three or more of said symbol containing elements is populated by an identical symbol so that, as
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the simulated rotatable reel rotates, a consecutive string of said same identical symbol is
sequentially displayed within said consecutive string of symbol containing elements; and said
identical symbol is randomly selected anew for each play of said game, wherein said identical
symbol is selected by virtually spinning a notional, non-visible, inner reel comprising a subset of

said plurality of symbols.

2. The gaming machine of claim 1 wherein said identical symbol is selected by the processor from

the subset of said plurality of symbols.

4. The gaming machine of claim 1 wherein said matrix of symbol containing elements is comprised
of five columns and three rows of symbol containing elements, said five columns being portions

respectively of simulated rotatable reels one, two, three, four, and five.

5. The gaming machine of claim 1 wherein said simulated rotatable reel is a first left-most reel.

7. The gaming machine of claim 2 wherein said game controller selects one potential wining

symbol containing element from said simulated rotatable reel.

8. The gaming machine of claim 7 wherein a prize is awarded to a player of said game on said
gaming machine if a predetermined arrangement of said potential winning symbol containing
elements is displayed on a pre-defined pay line of said matrix of symbol containing elements when

a game sequence is concluded.
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9. The gaming machine of claim 4 wherein symbol containing elements of each of simulated
rotatable reels two, three, four, and tive are populated with a default random selection of said

plurality of symbols.

10. The gaming machine of claim 9 wherein each symbol containing element of at least one section
of a consecutive run of three or more of said symbol containing elements of each of said simulated
rotatable reels two, three, four, and five is adapted for potential modification from said default

random selection of said plurality of symbols to said identical symbol.

11. The gaming machine of claim 10 wherein said identical symbol is that symbol populating said

consecutive run of symbol containing elements of a leftwardly adjoining reel.

12. The gaming machine of claim 10, wherein said potential modification from said default random
selection occurs within any of said simulated rotatable reels two, three, fourt, or five, if a win
element of a preceding simulated rotatable reel coincides with a said identical symbol of a

consecutive run of symbol containing elements of said preceding reel.

13. The gaming machine of claim 1 wherein said simulated rotatable reel, which includes said

consecutive run three or more symbol containing elements populated with said identical symbol, is

pre-spun at a relatively slow rate when a game sequence is initiated.

18. The gaming machine of claim 1 wherein said symbol containing elements are N-sided elements,

where N is a variable and values of N include N=3.
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21. A method for increasing probability of a winning outcome on a gaming machine; wherein said
winning outcome is determined by a game including pre-defined arrangements of a plurality of
symbols displayed in a matrix of symbol containing elements comptising portions of simulated
rotatable reels; said method comprising a processor of the gaming machine configured to:

(a) arrange at least one of said simulated rotatable reels with at least one consecutive run of
three or more symbol containing elements displaying an identical symbol; said identical symbol
selected from a subset of said plurality of symbols so that, as the simulated rotatable reel rotates, a
consecutive string of the same identical symbol is sequentially displayed in said consecutive run of
three or more symbol containing elements within a column defined by the simulated rotatable reel;
and

(b) randomly select one of the plurality of symbols from each one of said simulated
rotatable reels as a potential win element;

wherein, said at least one consecutive run of three or more symbol containing elements
comprises a section of said simulated rotatable reel, such that all other remaining symbol
containing elements of said simulated rotatable reel are populated with fixed symbols from the
plurality of symbols for each play of the game; and

wherein said subset of said plurality of symbols is arranged on a notional non-visible inner
reel, such that said identical symbol is randomly selected anew for each play of the game by virtual

rotation of said notional non-visible inner reel.

22. The method of claim 21 wherein said matrix of symbol containing elements comprises three

rows and five columns, said columns comprising portions of said simulated rotatable reels.
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26. The method of claim 24 wherein said simulated rotatable reels other than said first left-most
reel are each provided with at least one potential consecutive run of three or more symbol

containing elements adapted for modification from said tixed symbols to said identical symbol.

27. The method of claim 26 wherein said modification from said fixed symbols within said
potential consecutive run of three or more symbol containing elements of said simulated rotatable
reels other than said first left-most reel, occurs if said potential win element of a leftwardly
preceding simulated rotatable reel falls within a said consecutive run of three or more symbol

containing elements of said leftwardly preceding simulated rotatable reel.

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE

Claims 1-5, 7-13, 15-22, 24, 26, & 27 are allowed.

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: A thorough search for prior art
fails to disclose any reference or references, which taken alone or in combination, teach or suggest, in
combination with the other limitations, a column of a matrix of symbol containing elements being
comprised of sections of symbols of a simulated rotatable reel that are fixed for each play of a game and
another portion of the simulated rotatable reel includes at least one section in which a consecutive run of
three or more symbol containing elements is populated with an identical symbol, so that when the
simulated rotatable reel rotates, a consecutive string of said same identical symbols is sequentially
displayed, wherein the identical symbol is selected anew for each play of the game via virtual spinning or
rotation of a notional, non-visible, inner reel comprising a subset of a plurality of symbols. These features

are incorporated in at least claims 1 and 21.
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The closets prior art appears to be Marks et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication No.
2004/0058727). Marks discloses that a string of identical symbols may be displayed on a display device
(figure 3A), however, in Marks the string of identical symbols appears to be on a single symbol containing
element (i.e. symbol position) of the column or reel. On the contraty, the claimed invention requires a
consecutive string of three or more symbol containing elements (i.e. symbol positions) to be populated
with the identical symbol. This allows the perception of the same symbol to remain on the display device
during rotation as the same identical symbol is viewed multiple times. Moreover, Marks and the totality of
the prior art searched and cited of record appears to fail in disclosing a simulated rotatable reel including
sections that are fixed for each play of the game and at least one section of the consecutive string of
symbol containing elements that is populated with said identical symbol anew for each play of the game.
Further, such population of the identical symbol occurs by a process in which a notional, non-visible inner
reel is virtually rotated to select one of a subset of symbols to populate the section of the consecutive
string. Consequently, as the totality of the claimed invention is not taught by the prior art, claims 1-5, 7-13,
15-22, 24,26, & 27 are allowed.

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the payment of
the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions

should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance."
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CONCLUSION

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should
be directed to MILAP SHAH whose telephone number is (571)272-1723. The examiner can normally be
reached on M-F: 9:30AM-6:00PM.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccesstul, the examiner’s supervisor, Melba
Bumgarner can be reached on (571) 272-4709. The fax phone number for the organization where this
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through
Private PAIR only. For mote information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov.
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR
CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

/Milap Shah/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3717
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(simulat$5 virtual) with USOCR
: (reel strip)
8151 {0 random$3 with select$3 US-PGPUB; OR ON 2011/06/16
: with (populat$3 fill$3) with (USPAT; 11:29
(simulat$5 virtual) with USOCR
5‘ reel
5 S150 0 random$3 with select$3 US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2011/06/16
: with populat$3 with USPAT; 11:29
(simulat$5 virtual) with USOCR
! reel
8149 10 random$3 with select$3 US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2011/06/16
with symbol with populat  {USPAT; 11:29
$3 with (simulat$5 virtual) {USOCR
: with reel
1S148 133 S$144 not S136 US-PGPUB; OR ON 2011/06/16
USPAT; 11:28
: USOCR
S147 S$145 not S136 US-PGPUB; OR ON 2011/06/16
USPAT; 11:27
;‘ USOCR
S146 10 S144 and S145 US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2011/06/16
USPAT; 11:27
iS145 3 "463"/$.ccls. and ((reel US-PGPUB; OR ON 2011/06/16
strip) with (identical) near2 {USPAT; 11:27
(symbol indicia)) same USOCR
consecutive
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S144 33 "463"/$.ccls. and ((reel US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2011/06/16

: strip) with (identical) near2 {USPAT; 11:27
(symbol indicia)) same USOCR

5 adjacent

$143 0 "463"/$.ccls. and ((reel US-PGPUB; OR ON 2011/06/16

strip) with (identical) near2 {USPAT; 11:27
(symbol indicia)) same USOCR

: string

S142 {165 "463"/$.ccls. and ((reel US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2011/06/16

: strip) with (identical) near2 {USPAT; 11:27

: (symbol indicia)) USOCR

S141 {165 "463"/$.ccls. and ((reel US-PGPUB; OR ON 2011/06/16

strip) with (identical) near2 {USPAT; 11:27

: (symbol indicia mark)) USOCR

S140 {167 "463"/$.ccls. and ((reel US-PGPUB; OR ON 2011/06/16

strip) with (similar USPAT; 11:26
identical) near (symbol USOCR

indicia mark))

S139 {0 "463"/$.ccls. and ((reel US-PGPUB; OR ON 2011/06/16

: strip) with string with USPAT; 11:26
(similar identical) near USOCR

; (symbol indicia mark))

5 S138 2 "463"/$.ccls. and US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2011/06/16

: ((consecutive string) with  {USPAT; 11:24

(identical "same") with USOCR
(symbol indicia)).ab.

S137 6 S136 not $135 US-PGPUB; \OR ON 2011/06/16

USPAT; 11:23
USOCR
S136 16 "463"/$.cdls. and US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2011/06/16
2 ((consecutive string) with ~ {USPAT; 11:23

(identical "same") near2 USOCR
(symbol indicia) same (reel

: strip))
SER "163"%.0dls. and US-PGPUB; OR ON 2011/06/16
a ((consecutive string) with  {USPAT; 11:16

(identical "same") near2 USOCR
(symbol indicia) with (reel

; strip))
S134 53 "463"/$.ccls. and US-PGPUB; (OR ON  ;2011/06/16
: ((consecutive string) with  {USPAT; 11:15

(identical "same") near2 USOCR
: (symbol indicia))
8133 1102 "463"/$.ccls. and US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2011/06/16
: ((consecutive string) with  {USPAT; 11:15

(identical "same") with USOCR
(symbol indicia))

5132113718130 or $131 US'PGPUB; 1OR ON  2011/06/16

USPAT,; 10:40
USOCR
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S131 2 milap.xp. US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2011/06/16
USPAT; 10:40
; USOCR
S130 111 milap.xa. US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2011/06/16
: USPAT; 10:39
; USOCR
S129 4 463/16-29.ccls. and US-PGPUB; :OR ON 2011/06/16
: (random$5 with select$5 USPAT; 10:38
with symbol$3 with populat {USOCR
5 $5 with reel)
S128 4 463/16-29.ccls. and US-PGPUB; :OR ON 2011/06/15
(random$5 with select$5 USPAT; 23:11
with symbol$3 with populat {USOCR
: $5 with reel)
S127 41 463/16-29.ccls. and US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2011/06/15
: (random$5 with select$5 USPAT; 23:06
: with symbol$3 with strip) {USOCR
S126 3 463/16-29.ccls. and US-PGPUB; OR ON 2011/06/15
: (dynamic$4 with select$5  {USPAT; 23:05
: with strip) USOCR
S125 17 463/16-29.ccls. and US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2011/06/15
: (dynamic$4 with strip) USPAT; 23:05
USOCR
S124 114 463/16-29.ccls. and US-PGPUB; :OR ON 2011/06/15
5 (dynamic$3 with strip) USPAT; 23:04
:3 USOCR
8123 8 "463"/$.ccls. and (notional (US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2011/06/15
5 with reel) USPAT; 23:01
USOCR
S122 7 ("2004/0058727") .URPN. USPAT OR ON 2010/01/15
11:55
S121 i ("20060183534").PN. US-PGPUB; {OR OFF 2010/01/15
USPAT; 11:15
USOCR
S120 {1 ("20040266520").PN. US-PGPUB; OR OFF 2010/01/15
USPAT,; 11:02
USOCR
S119 43 "463"/$.ccls. and (reel with {US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2010/01/15
(multiple plurality row) USPAT; 10:24
with identical with (indicia {USOCR
i symbol))
S118 4470 "463"/$.ccls. and (reel with {US-PGPUB; OR ON 2010/01/15
: (multiple plurality row) USPAT; 10:24
identical with (indicia USOCR
5 symbol))
S117 {189 "463"/$.ccls. and (reel with {US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2010/01/15
identical with (indicia USPAT; 10:24
symbol)) USOCR
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S116 126 "463"/$.ccls. and (strip US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2010/01/15
with identical with (indicia {USPAT; 10:23
; symbol)) USOCR
S115 110 "463"/$.ccls. and (string US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2010/01/15
with identical with (indicia {USPAT; 10:23
! symbol)) USOCR
iS114 8 ("20030027611" | US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2010/01/15
"20030087687" | USPAT; 10:22
"20040219969" | USOCR
"6056642" | "6227971" |
"6517432" | "6544120" |
: "7479061").PN.
iS113 5 (("7560812") or US-PGPUB; OR OFF 2010/01/15
: ("7473173") or USPAT; 10:20
("7402102") or USOCR
("20070281783") or
: ("20040106445")).PN.
S112 1 "463"/$.ccls. and (identical {US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/12/16
with (symbol indicia) with  {USPAT; 14:31
! single with reel) USOCR
iS111 4 "463"/$.ccls. and US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/12/16
((consecutiv$3 run) with  {USPAT; 14:30
("same" wild bonus USOCR
special) with (symbol
indicia) with single with
: reel)
iS110 2 "463"/$.ccls. and US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/12/16
i (consecutiv$3 with USPAT; 14:29
("same" wild bonus USOCR
special) with (symbol
indicia) with single with
: reel)
18109 (31 "463"/$.ccls. and US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/12/16
(consecutiv$3 with USPAT; 14:22
("same" wild bonus USOCR
special) with (symbol
indicia) with reel)
iS108 it ("6604999").PN. US-PGPUB; OR OFF 2009/12/16
: USPAT; 14:19
: USOCR
iS107 | "6234897".pn. US-PGPUB; :OR ON 2009/12/16
: USPAT; 14:00
USOCR
:iS106 {20 "463"/$.ccls. and (random {US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/12/16
: $3 with look-up with table {USPAT; 13:39
: with (symbol indicia)) USOCR
8105 4 "463"/$.ccls. and (random {US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/12/16
: $3 with look-up with table {USPAT; 13:38
with (wild special bonus)) {USOCR
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1iS104 50 "463"/$.ccls. and (random {US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/12/16
$3 with look-up with table) {USPAT; 13:38
; USOCR
18103 2 "463"/$.ccls. and (non- US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/12/16
; visible with reel) USPAT,; 13:37
; USOCR
8102 10 "463"/$.ccls. and (random {US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/12/16
: $3 with non-visible with USPAT; 13:37
: reel) USOCR
18101 10 "463"/$.ccls. and (random {US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/12/16
: with non-visible with reel) {USPAT,; 13:37
; USOCR
iS100 {12 (notional with reel) US-PGPUB; :OR ON 2009/12/16
: USPAT: 13:34
USOCR
11899 0 S96 and yoseloff.in. US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/02/10
: USPAT; 14:01
JPO
1998 23 S97 not S96 US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/02/10
: USPAT; 13:59
: USOCR
%97 126 (US-20040266520-$ or US- {US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/02/10
20080045323-% or US- USPAT; 13:59

20070270203-$ or US JPO

20040072610-$ or US-

20020039920-% or US-

20040058727-$% or US-

20040116175-%).did. or

(US-6644664-$ or US-

6120378-$ or US-6908381-

$ or US-5722891-$% or US-

5209479-$ or US-6464581-

$ or US-6439993-% or US-

7331858-$ or US-6241607-

$ or US-6796903-$ or US-

6547663-$ or US-6932700-

$ or US-6394902-% or US-

5456465-$ or US-5984781-

$ or US-6604999-$ or US-

4448419-$ or US-6159096-

$).did. or (JP-2002325881-
$).did.
96 43 S92 or 893 or S94 or 895  {US-PGPUB; :OR ON 2009/02/10
: USPAT; 13:58

USOCR
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$.DID. OR US
20060287060-$.DID. OR
US-20050277460-$.DID.
OR US-20040198486-$.
DID. OR US-20060183534-
$.DID. OR US
20060166731-$.DID. OR
US-20060084498-$.DID.
OR US-20060084492-$.
DID. OR US-20040053679-
$.DID. OR US
20060052155-$.DID. OR
US-20060046830-$.DID.
OR US-20080045300-$.
DID. OR US-20040043083-
$.DID. OR US
20050043084-$.DID. OR
US-20040038726-$.DID.
OR US-20040036218-$.
DID. OR US-20040026854-
$.DID. OR US
20040017041-$.DID. OR
US-20040014517-$.DID.
OR US-20040014516-$.
DID. OR US-20040012145-
$.DID. OR US-5152529-$.
DID. OR US-5395111-$.
DID. OR US-5609524-$.
DID. OR US-5611535-§.
DID. OR US-5722891-$.

1895 {15 US-5752881-$.DID. OR US- {US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/02/10
: 5976016-$.DID. ORUS-  {USPAT; 13:58
6309299-$.DID. ORUS-  {USOCR
6319124-$.DID. OR US-
6644664-$.DID. OR US-
6663487-$.DID. OR US-
6726204-$.DID. OR US-
6805349-$.DID. OR US-
6880826-$.DID. OR US-
6893018-$.DID. OR US-
6905408-$.DID. OR US-
6910962-$.DID. OR US-
7056213-$.DID. OR US-
7214132-$.DID. OR US-
3 7311602-$.DID.
iS94 128 S92 or S93 US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/02/10
USPAT; 13:58
5 USOCR
%93 i ("20060247002").PN. US-PGPUB; iOR OFF 2009/02/10
USPAT; 13:58
, USOCR
S92 128 US-20060183533-$.DID.  {US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/02/10
OR US-20060247002-$. USPAT; 13:58
DID. OR US-20070015565- {USOCR
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i DID. 5 N
11591 24 "463"/$.ccls. and ((symbol (US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/02/10
indicia) with hexagon) USPAT; 13:30
; USOCR
1890 19 (select$3 with (indicia US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/02/10
symbol) with (simulat$3 USPAT; 12:26
virtual) with reel) same USOCR
probability
1889 138 select$3 with (indicia US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/02/10
5 symbol) with (simulat$3 USPAT; 12:25
virtual) with reel USOCR
11588 43 882 or S83 or S84 or S87  {US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/02/10
: USPAT; 11:59
: USOCR
1887 15 US-5752881-$.DID. OR US- {US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/02/10
: 5976016-$.DID. OR US- USPAT; 11:58
6309299-$.DID. OR US- USOCR
6319124-$.DID. OR US-
6644664-$.DID. OR US-
6663487-$.DID. OR US-
6726204-$.DID. OR US-
6805349-$.DID. OR US-
6880826-$.DID. OR US-
6893018-$.DID. OR US-
6905408-$.DID. OR US-
6910962-$.DID. OR US-
7056213-$.DID. OR US-
7214132-$.DID. OR US
5‘ 7311602-$.DID.
f S86 28 S82 or S84 US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/02/10
: USPAT,; 11:58
: USOCR
11885 1 ("20040198486").PN. US-PGPUB; {OR OFF 2009/02/10
; USPAT,; 11:58
: USOCR
11884 28 S82 or S83 US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/02/10
: USPAT; 11:57
: USOCR
1883 1 ("20060247002").PN. US-PGPUB; OR OFF 2009/02/10
: USPAT,; 11:57
USOCR
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82

28

US-20060183533-$.DID.
OR US-20060247002-$.
DID. OR US-20070015565-
$.DID. OR US
20060287060-$.DID. OR
US-20050277460-$.DID.
OR US-20040198486-$.
DID. OR US-20060183534-
$.DID. OR US-
20060166731-$.DID. OR
US-20060084498-$.DID.
OR US-20060084492-$.
DID. OR US-20040053679-
$.DID. OR US
20060052155-$.DID. OR
US-20060046830-$.DID.
OR US-20080045300-$.
DID. OR US-20040043083-
$.DID. OR US
20050043084-%.DID. OR
US-20040038726-$.DID.
OR US-20040036218-$.
DID. OR US-20040026854-
$.DID. OR US-
20040017041-$.DID. OR
US-20040014517-$.DID.
OR US-20040014516-$.
DID. OR US-20040012145-
$.DID. OR US-5152529-$.
DID. OR US-5395111-§.
DID. OR US-5609524-$.
DID. OR US-5611535-$.
DID. OR US-5722891-$.
DID.

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

ON

2009/02/10
11:55

=

US-5624119-$.DID. OR US-
20050043083-$.DID. OR
US-5807172-$.DID. OR US-
6241607-$.DID. OR US-
6896615-$.DID. OR US-
6960134-$.DID.

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

ON

2009/02/10
11:54

80

104

((simulat$3 virtual$3) with
reel with (random$3) with
(creat$3 select$3 assign$3
populat$4)) and ("463"/$.
ccls. or "273"/$.ccls.)

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

ON

2009/02/10
10:12

879

((simulat$3 virtual$3) with
reel with (dynamic$3) with
(populat$3 creat$3 select
$3)) and ("463"/$.ccls. or
"273"/$.ccls.)

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

ON

2009/02/10
10:11
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S78 246 ((simulat$3 virtual$3) with {US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/02/10
reel with (dynamic$3)) and {USPAT; 10:11
("463"/$.ccls. or "273"/$.  {USOCR
: cels.)
877 11 ((simulat$3 virtual$3) with {US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/02/10
reel).ti. and ("463"/$.ccls. {USPAT; 10:10
: or "273"/$.ccls.) USOCR
1576 0 ("2002065124").PN. US-PGPUB; OR OFF 2009/02/10
USPAT; 10:05
; USOCR
1875 2 (("5611535") or US-PGPUB; OR OFF 2009/02/10
("6604999")).PN. USPAT; 10:00
; USOCR
S74 1 ("4,836,546") .PN. US-PGPUB; iOR OFF 2009/02/10
USPAT; 09:46
; USOCR
1873 0 ("2006/0183534").URPN.  {USPAT OR ON 2009/02/10
Ei 09:37
1872 2 "463"/$.ccls. and (random {US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/02/10
: $3 with populat$3 with USPAT; 09:35
reel) USOCR
S71 66 ("4695053" | "4991848" | {US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/02/09
: "5152529" | "56393061" | USPAT; 17:57
"5395111" | "56449173" | USOCR
"5456465" | "5611535" |
"5722891" | "5775692" |
"5876284" | "5980384" |
"5984781" | "5984782" |
"5997401" | "6056642" |
"6059289" | "6089977" |
"6102798" | "6126541" |
"6126542" | "6142873" |
"6142874" | "6142875" |
"D400597").PN. OR
5 ("6394902").URPN.
1870 1 ("6394902").PN. US-PGPUB; OR OFF 2009/02/09
USPAT; 17:56
; USOCR
1869 0 ("2006/0183534").URPN.  {USPAT OR ON 2009/02/09
§j 17:53
1568 14 ("463"/$.ccls. or "273"/$.  {US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/02/09
: ccls.) and ((duplicat$3 USPAT; 17:53
chang$3 replac$3 modif USOCR
$4) with consecutiv$3 with
(indicia symbol))
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67 98 (modif$5 chang$3 updat$3 {US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/02/09
: upgrad$3 alter$3 replac$3 [USPAT; 17:49
duplicat$3) with (indicia USOCR
symbol element object)
with (virtual simulat$3)
with reel
S66 168 S62 not (S64 or S65) US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/02/09
: USPAT,; 17:47
USOCR
65 69 $62 and (increas$3 with US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/02/09
: probability) USPAT; 17:43
USOCR
64 9 $62 and ((indicia symbol) {US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/02/09
: with (run consecutiv$3)) USPAT; 17:43
: USOCR
63 0 S62 and (identical with US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/02/09
: (indicia symbol) with (run {USPAT,; 17:43
consecutiv$3)) USOCR
62 245 S61 and ("463"/$.ccls. or  {US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/02/09
: "273"/$.ccls.) USPAT; 17:43
USOCR
S61 250 dynamic$4 with (virtual US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/02/09
: simulated) with reel USPAT; 17:42
: USOCR
11860 27 dynamic$4 with (virtual USPAT OR ON 2009/02/09
: simulated) with reel 17:42
1859 1 ("2002/0039920").URPN.  {USPAT OR ON 2009/02/09
E; 17:26
S58 20 ("463"/$.ccls. or "273"/$.  {US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/02/09
ccls.) and reel with strip USPAT; 17:22
with map$3 USOCR
S57 196 ("463"/$.ccls. or "273"/$.  {US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/02/09
ccls.) and reel with map$3 {USPAT; 17:22
USOCR
1856 8 ("3580581" | "4448419" | {US-PGPUB; :OR ON 2009/02/09
"4711451" | "5630753" | USPAT; 17:20
"5902184").PN. OR USOCR
("6796903").URPN.
$55 4 (reel with strip) same US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/02/09
(increas$3 with probability) {USPAT; 16:43
5‘ USOCR
S54 0 (reel with strip) same US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/02/09
(increas$3 with probability) {USPAT; 16:43
: same (identical) USOCR
1853 6 (reel with strip) same US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/02/09
: ((multiple plurality) with USPAT; 16:42
identical with (indicia USOCR
symbol element object))
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S52 30 reel with duplicat$5 with US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/02/09
: (indicia symbol) USPAT; 16:40
; USOCR
S51 1 reel with replac$3 with US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/02/09
: identical with (indicia USPAT; 16:40
symbol) USOCR
iS50 4 reel with upgrad$3 with  {US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/02/09
: (bonus feature trigg$3) USPAT; 16:39
3 USOCR
49 7 reel with consecutiv$3 with {US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/02/09
: identical USPAT; 16:38
3 USOCR
is48 131 $47 and 463/16-22.ccls. US-PGPUB; OR ON 2008/11/05
: USPAT; 20:59
3 USOCR
=7 315 "463"/$.ccls. and ((convert {US-PGPUB; OR ON 2008/11/05
$3 chang$3 alter$3 modif {USPAT; 20:59
$3) with (adjacent$3 next) {USOCR
with (symbol indicia
5 element position))
$46 2 KHOSLA.in. and "463"/$. US-PGPUB; OR ON 2008/11/05
: ccls. USPAT; 19:55
USOCR
$45 207 KHOSLA.in. US-PGPUB; OR ON 2008/11/05
! USPAT; 19:55
USOCR
S44 1 ("2002325881").PN. JPO OR OFF 2008/11/05
19:03
$43 1 ("2001134916").PN. JPO OR OFF 2008/11/05
5 19:03
$42 29 S39 and (slot symbol US-PGPUB; OR ON 2008/11/05
: indicia) USPAT; 19:00
; USOCR
A1 14 S39 and (slot symbol USPAT OR ON 2008/11/05
; indicia) 19:00
$40 41 ("5209479").URPN. USPAT OR ON 2008/11/05
18:55
1S39 78 "463"/$.ccls. and US-PGPUB; OR ON 2008/11/05
(kinoshita.in. takahashi.in. {USPAT; 18:52
; miyaya.in.) USOCR
S38 10 ("4037845" | "5722891" | {US-PGPUB; OR ON 2008/11/05
: "5997401" | "6186894" | USPAT; 18:27
"6220959" | "6241607" | USOCR
"6270412" | "6394902" |
"6413162" | "6471208").
PN.
S37 17 ((every each) with (symbol {US-PGPUB; :OR ON 2008/11/05
: indicia) with (reel strip) USPAT; 18:16
with ("same" identical)) USOCR
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EAST Search History

1336 0 (all with (symbol indicia) US-PGPUB; :OR ON 2008/11/05
with (reel strip) with USPAT; 18:16
! ("same" identical)) USOCR
1835 11 "463"/$.ccls. and (expand {US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2008/11/05
$3 with (symbol indicia) USPAT; 18:14
with (consecutiv$3 adjacent {USOCR
: $3 next))
1834 118 S33 and 463/16-22.ccls. US-PGPUB; OR ON 2008/11/05
USPAT; 18:11
; USOCR
1833 139 S23 not (832 S19) US-PGPUB; OR ON 2008/11/05
USPAT,; 18:10
; USOCR
S32 48 S31 or S26 or S24 or S25  {US-PGPUB; :OR ON 2008/11/05
USPAT; 18:10
; USOCR
1S31 28 S29 or S30 US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2008/11/05
USPAT; 18:10
; USOCR
11830 25 (("20060183533") or US-PGPUB; OR OFF 2008/11/05
("20060247002") or USPAT; 18:10
("20070015565") or USOCR
("20050277460") or
("20060247002") or
("20040198486") or
("20060183534") or
("20060166731") or
("20060084498") or
("20060084492") or
("20040053679") or
("20060052155") or
("20080045300") or
("20040043083") or
("20050043084") or
("20040038726") or
("20040036218") or
("20040026854") or
("20040017041") or
("20040014517") or
("20040012145") or
("5,152,529") or
("5,395,111") or
("5,609,524") or
("5,611,535") or
("5,722,891")).PN.
1829 27 S27 or S28 US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2008/11/05
: USPAT; 18:10
USOCR
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EAST Search History

8

(("20060287060") or
("20060046830") or
("20040014516") or
("20040012145")).PN.

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

OFF

2008/11/05
18:10

7

24

US-20060183533-$.DID.
OR US-20060247002-$.
DID. OR US-20070015565-
$.DID. OR US
20050277460-$.DID. OR
US-20040198486-$.DID.
OR US-20060183534-$.
DID. OR US-20060166731-
$.DID. OR US
20060084498-$.DID. OR
US-20060084492-$.DID.
OR US-20040053679-%.
DID. OR US-20060052155-
$.DID. OR US
20080045300-$.DID. OR
US-20040043083-$.DID.
OR US-20050043084-$.
DID. OR US-20040038726-
$.DID. OR US
20040036218-$.DID. OR
US-20040026854-$.DID.
OR US-20040017041-$.
DID. OR US-20040014517-
$.DID. OR US
20040012145-$.DID. OR
US-5152529-$.DID. OR US-
5395111-$.DID. OR US-
5609524-$.DID. OR US-
5611535-$.DID.

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

ON

2008/11/05
18:10

=6

14

US-5752881-$.DID. OR US-
5976016-$.DID. OR US-
6309299-$.DID. OR US-
6319124-$.DID. OR US-
6644664-$.DID. OR US-
6663487-$.DID. OR US-
6726204-$.DID. OR US-
6805349-$.DID. OR US-
6880826-$.DID. OR US-
6893018-$.DID. OR US-
6905408-$.DID. OR US-
6910962-$.DID. OR US-
7056213-$.DID. OR US-
7214132-$.DID.

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

ON

2008/11/05
18:10

5

("6,960,134").PN.

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

OFF

2008/11/05
18:10
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EAST Search History

S24 5 US-5624119-$.DID. OR US- {US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2008/11/05
: 20050043083-$.DID. OR USPAT; 18:10
US-5807172-$.DID. OR US- {USOCR
6241607-$.DID. OR US-
: 6896615-$.DID.
123 144 S21or S22 US-PGPUB; OR ON 2008/11/05
: USPAT; 18:10
: USOCR
S22 82 "463"/$.ccls. and ((reel US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2008/11/05
: strip wheel) with (symbol USPAT; 18:10
indicia) with (identical USOCR
"same" cop$3 copy$3
duplicat$3 mirror$3) with
; (adjacent$3))
S21 87 "463"/$.ccls. and ((reel US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2008/11/05
: strip wheel) with (symbol USPAT; 18:10
indicia) with (identical USOCR
"same" cop$3 copy$3
duplicat$3 mirror$3) with
(consecutiv$3 row$3))
S20 35 S$19 not S18 US-PGPUB; OR ON 2008/11/05
: USPAT; 17:57
USOCR
S19 55 463/16-22.ccls. and US-PGPUB; OR ON 2008/11/05
: ((duplicat$5 mirror$3 cop  {USPAT; 17:57
$3 copy$3) with (symbol  {USOCR
; indicia) with (reel strip))
S18 23 463/16-22.ccls. and ((copy US-PGPUB; OR ON 2008/11/05
: $3 mirro$3) with (symbol  {USPAT; 17:54
indicia) with (position USOCR
! reel))
S17 14 ("6120378" | "6123333" | i{US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2008/11/05
: "6126542" | "6173955" | USPAT; 17:52
"6213876" | "6336860"). USOCR
: PN. OR ("6644664").URPN.
S16 1 ("6644664").PN. US-PGPUB; OR OFF 2008/11/05
USPAT; 17:49
: USOCR
815 2 (("5976016") or US-PGPUB; OR OFF 2008/11/05
("5624119")).PN. USPAT; 17:46
USOCR
Si4 5 ("5611535" | "5807172" | {US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2008/11/05
"6241607" | "6896615" | USPAT; 17:41
"6960134").PN. USOCR
S13 3 (("5611535") or US-PGPUB; OR OFF 2008/11/05
("6241607") or USPAT; 17:29
("20080045323")).PN. USOCR
S12 0 ("2006/0183534").URPN.  {USPAT OR ON 2008/11/05
17:27
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EAST Search History

St

44

"463"/$.ccls. and
(consecutiv$d with
(identical "same") with
(symbol indicia))

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

ON

2008/11/05
17:25

1§10

48

39 or S3 or S1 or S2

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

ON

2008/11/05
16:35

28

S6 or S8

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

ON

2008/11/05
16:32

25

"20060183533") or
"20060247002") or
"20070015565") or
"20050277460") or
"20060247002") or
"20040198486") or
"20060183534") or
"20060166731") or
"20060084498") or
"20060084492") or
"20040053679") or
"20060052155") or
"20080045300") or
"20040043083") or
"20050043084") or
"20040038726") or
"20040036218") or
"20040026854") or
"20040017041") or
"20040014517") or
"20040012145") or

"5,395,111")
"5,609,524")
"5,611,535")

)

or
or
or
"5,722,891")).PN.

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

OFF

2008/11/05
16:32

&

("5,152,529") or
"5,395,111") or
"5,609,524") or
"5,611,535") or
"5,722,891")).PN. or
(2006/0183533) or
2006/0247002) or
2007/0015565) or
2005/0277460) or
2006/0247002) or
2004/0198486) or
2006/0183534) or
2006/0166731) or
2006/0084498) or
2006/0084492) or
2004/0053679) or

(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
("5,152,529") or
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
(
E
(2006/0052155) or

—_— e - L e Do

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

OFF

2008/11/05
16:31
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EAST Search History

$.DID. OR US
20050277460-$.DID. OR
US-20040198486-$.DID.
OR US-20060183534-$.
DID. OR US-20060166731-
$.DID. OR US
20060084498-$.DID. OR
US-20060084492-$.DID.
OR US-20040053679-%.
DID. OR US-20060052155-
$.DID. OR US
20080045300-$.DID. OR
US-20040043083-$.DID.
OR US-20050043084-$.
DID. OR US-20040038726-
$.DID. OR US
20040036218-$.DID. OR
US-20040026854-$.DID.
OR US-20040017041-$.
DID. OR US-20040014517-
$.DID. OR US
20040012145-$.DID. OR
US-5152529-$.DID. OR US-
5395111-$.DID. OR US-
5609524-$.DID. OR US-
5611535-$.DID.

: (2008/0045300) or
gi (2004/0043083) or
; (2005/0043084) or
: (2004/0038726) or
: (2004/0036218) or
(2004/0026854) or
; (2004/0017041) or
: (2004/0014517) or
; (2004/0012145)).CCLS
s 27 S$4or S5 US-PGPUB; \OR ON 2008/11/05
: USPAT; 16:30
USOCR
S5 4 (("20060287060") or US-PGPUB; iOR OFF 2008/11/05
: ("20060046830") or USPAT; 16:30
; ("20040014516") or USOCR
; ("20040012145")).PN.
- 24 US-20060183533-$.DID.  {US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2008/11/05
OR US-20060247002-$. USPAT; 16:23
DID. OR US-20070015565- {USOCR
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EAST Search History

183 14 US-5752881-$.DID. OR US- {US-PGPUB; OR ON 2008/11/05
5976016-$.DID. OR US- USPAT; 16:22
6309299-$.DID. OR US- USOCR
6319124-$.DID. OR US
6644664-$.DID. OR US-
6663487-$.DID. OR US-
6726204-$.DID. OR US-
6805349-$.DID. OR US-
6880826-5.DID. OR US-
6893018-$.DID. OR US-
6905408-$.DID. OR US-
6910962-$.DID. OR US-
7056213-$.DID. OR US-
7214132-$.DID.

® 1 ("6,960,134").PN. US-PGPUB; {OR OFF  {2008/11/05
a USPAT; 16:20

; USOCR

s 5 US-5624119-$.DID. OR US- {US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2008/11/05
20050043083-$.DID. OR  {USPAT; 16:19

US-5807172-$.DID. OR US- {USOCR
6241607-$.DID. OR US-
6896615-$.DID.

EAST Search History (I nterference)

Ref # (Hits {Search Query DBs Default Plurals {Time Stamp

Operator

L27 1 (fixed with symbol with US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2011/08/30

: game with simulat$5). USPAT; 18:04

5‘ clm. UPAD

26 5 24 or 25 US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2011/08/30

: USPAT; 17:58

: UPAD

L25 5 15 and (identical with US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2011/08/30

: symbol with (consecutive {USPAT; 17:58

: run string)).clm. UPAD

24 4 (identical with symbol US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2011/08/30

: with (consecutive run USPAT,; 17:58
string)).clm. and game. UPAD

: clm.

L23 82 (identical with symbol US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2011/08/30

; with (consecutive run USPAT; 17:57

string)).clm. UPAD

L22 2 (notional with reel).clm.  {US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2011/08/30

: USPAT; 17:57

UPAD

L21 0 (consecutive with (run US-PGPUB; OR ON 2011/08/30

: string) with symbol and  {USPAT; 17:57
notional).cim. UPAD
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EAST Search History

L20 1 (consecutive with (run US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2011/08/30

: string) with symbol and USPAT; 17:56

game).clm. UPAD

L19 61 (consecutive with (run US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2011/08/30

: string) with symbol).cim. {USPAT; 17:56

UPAD

L18 6 15 and (consecutive with {US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2011/08/30

: (run string)).clm. USPAT; 17:56

UPAD

7 15 and (consecutive with {US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2011/08/30

: (run string) with symbol). {USPAT; 17:56

: clm. UPAD

L16 6 15 and (consecutive with {US-PGPUB; {OR OFF 2011/08/30

: (run string)).clm. USPAT; 17:56

3 UPAD

iL15 11023 1463/16,20,25,29.ccls. or  {US-PGPUB; OR OFF 2011/08/30

: 273/138.1,139.ccls. USPAT; 17:55
UPAD

8/30/2011 6:09:00 PM
h:\ workspaces\ 11299009.wsp
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Search Notes

Application/Control No.

Applicant(s)/Patent Under
Reexamination

11299009 YOSHIMI, OSAMU
Examiner Art Unit
Milap Shah 3714
SEARCHED
Class Subclass Date Examiner
463 16-20,25,29 6/16/2011 /MBS/
273 138.1,139 6/16/2011 /MBS/
SEARCH NOTES
Search Notes Date Examiner
EAST - See attached search history. 2/10/2009 /MBS/
Inventor search performed. 2/10/2009 MBS/
EAST - Updated search. See attached search history. 1/15/2010 MBS/
Updated EAST Text Search Including Pertinent Keywords & 6/16/2011 MBS/
Forward/Backward Citations on Key Prior Art (See EAST Search History).
Updated Inventor search. 8/30/2011 /MBS/
Reviewed the applications indicated by the Applicant in the remarks filed 8/30/2011 /MBS/
6/25/10 as 'Co-pending Applicaitons by the Assignee', in regards to double
patenting.
INTERFERENCE SEARCH
Class Subclass Date Examiner
463 16,20,25,29 8/30/2011 MBS/
273 138.1,139 8/30/2011 /MBS/

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
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PTO/SB/08 Equivalent

Application No. 11/299,009
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE Filing Date December 9, 2005
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT First N'amed Inventor | Osamu Yoshimi
Art Unit 3714
(Multiple sheets used when necessary) Examiner Shah, Milap
SHEET 1 OF 1 Attorney Docket No. | DUMMES55.006AUS

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

Document Number Publication Date Pages, Columns, Lines Where
Number - Kind Code (if known) MM-DD-YYYY Name of Patentee or Applicant Relevant Passages or Relevant
Example: 1,234,567 B1 Figures Appear

Examiner | Cite
Initials No.

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

. . Foreign Patent Document Publication Pages, Columns, Lines
ET;?;{;E[ %'ge Country Code-Number-Kind Code Date Namer f !Tiz;enr;tee or Where Relevant Passages or T
: Example: JP 1234567 A1 MM-DD-YYYY P Relevant Figures Appear
JP 6-246043 09-06-1994 Ugawa Shohachi

NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS

Examiner | Cite Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the .
Initials No. item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue T
number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published.

9700261:lw
092010

Examiner Signature Date Considered

*Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not
in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

T" - Place a check mark in this area when an English language Translation is attached.
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GAME MACHINE (JP06246043A2)

DELPHION

Page 1 of 1

DUMMES5.006AUS

. RESEARCH.

My Account Search: Quick/Number Boolean Advanced Derwent Help
The Delphion Integrated View
Get Now: @ PDF | File History | Other choices Tools: Add to Work File: | Create new Work File Add

View: INPADOC | Jump to:- Top

FTitle:  JP06246043A2: GAME MACHINE
#Country: JP Japan i e | View
#Kind: A DOC. LAID OPEN TO PUBL. INSPEC. [PUBLISHED FROM 1971 ON] by greis. | Image
(See also: JP03983308B2 ) 5
#Inventor: UGAWA SHOHACHI; 1 page
#Assignee:  SANKYO KK
News, Profiles, Stocks and More about this company
#Published / Filed: 1994-09-06 / 1993-02-26

F Application
Number:
%1PC Code:

% Priority Number:
% Abstract:

“#INPADOC  None Get Now: Family Legal Status Report
Legal Status:
#Family:  Show 2 known family members
#Forward Go to Result Set: Forward references (1)
References: POF| Patent Pub.Date |Inventor Assignee Title
. =..| Konami Gaming |Gaming machine and method of
US7736224 12010-06-15/Aida; Eliji Incorporated controlling the same
% Other Abstract None

Info:

JP1993000038912

Advanced: A63F 5/04; A63F 7/02;
Core: more...
IPC-7: A63F 5/04; AG3F 7/02;

1993-02-26 JP1993000038912

PURPOSE: To make a game of a variable display new by
generating a bonanza when a quite new display condition different
from the combination array of plural variable display parts is
concluded.

CONSTITUTION: When among plural pattern display parts 71A-
71G, pattern display parts of a designated number or more come to
a specified display mode such as 7 or the like, wherever a specified
display mode is established, a bonanza is generated to open a
variable prize winning ball device.

COPYRIGHT: (C)1994,JPO&Japio

INominate this for the Gallery...

Copyright & 1997-2010 Thomson Rauters

G THOASON REUTERS

Subscriptions | Web Seminars | Privacy | Terms & Conditions | Site Map | Contact Us | Help

https://www.delphion.com/details?pn=JP06246043 A2 9/20/2010
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Dear Sir:
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DUMMES55.006AUS PATENT

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Applicant :  Osamu Yoshimi

App. No : 11/299,009

Filed . December 9, 2005

For :  GAMING MACHINE WITH RUNS OF
SYMBOLS

Examiner :  Milap Shah

Art Unit : 3714

Conf No. : 4736

RESPONSE TO FINAL OFFICE ACTION

Mail Stop AF
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Sir:

In response to the Final Office Action of January 26, 2010, please amend the above-
captioned application as follows:

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 2
of this paper.

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 5 of this paper.

-1-
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS
1. (Currently Amended) A gaming machine arranged to display a matrix of symbol
containing elements; each column of said matrix comprising a portion of a simulated rotatable
reel of said symbol containing elements; said reel comprising sections of symbol containing
elements wherein said symbols are fixed for each game played on said gaming machine; said reel
including at least one section in which a consecutive run of said symbol containing elements is
populated by an identical symbol so that, as the reel rotates, a consecutive string of the same

symbol containing elements is sequentially displayed in a column defined by the reel; said

identical symbol selected anew for each play of a said game; said identical symbol selected by

spinning of a notional, not-visible, inner reel comprising a sub-set of said symbol containing
elements.

2. (Original) The gaming machine of claim 1 wherein said identical symbol is
selected by a game controller from a subset of available symbols.

3. (Original) The gaming machine of claim 2 wherein each symbol of said subset of
symbols is assigned a probability of selection.

4. (Previously Presented) The gaming machine of claim 1 wherein said matrix of
elements is comprised of five columns and three rows of elements; said five columns being
portions respectively of rotatable reels one, two, three, four and five.

5. (Original) The gaming machine of claim 1 wherein said at least one said reel is a
first left-most reel.

6. (Original) The gaming machine of claim 5 wherein each element of said first left-
most reel other than elements of said at least one consecutive run of elements is populated by a
random selection of said available symbols.

7. (Original) The gaming machine of claim 2 wherein said game controller selects
one potential win element from each said reel.

8. (Original) The gaming machine of claim 7 wherein a prize is awarded to a player
of a game on said gaming machine if a predetermined arrangement of said potential win elements
is displayed on a pre-defined payline of said matrix of elements when a game sequence is

concluded.

-
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9. (Original) The gaming machine of claim 2 wherein elements of each of reels two,
three, four and five are populated with a default random selection of said available symbols.

10.  (Original) The gaming machine of claim 9 wherein each symbol of at least one
pre-defined consecutive run of said elements of each of said reels two, three, four and five is
adapted for potential modification from said default random selection of available symbols to a
said identical symbol.

11.  (Original) The gaming machine of claim 10 wherein said identical symbol is that
symbol populating said consecutive run of elements of a leftwardly adjoining reel.

12.  (Original) The gaming machine of claim 10 wherein, said modification from said
default random selection occurs within any one of said reels two, three, four or five, if a said win
element of a preceding reel coincides with a said element of a consecutive run of elements of said
preceding reel.

13. (Original) The gaming machine of claim 1 wherein each said reel, which includes
said at least one consecutive run of identical symbols, is pre-spun at a relatively slow rate when a
game sequence is initiated.

14.  Cancelled.

15.  (Original) The gaming machine of claim 1 wherein said gaming machine is a
single display stand-alone gaming machine.

16.  (Original) The gaming machine of claim 1 wherein said gaming machine is a
stand-alone gaming machine provided with an upper secondary display.

17.  (Previously Presented) The gaming machine of claim 1 wherein said gaming
machine is one of a plurality of gaming machines linked to a progressive jackpot controller.

18.  (Previously Presented) The gaming machine of claim 1 wherein said elements are
N-sided elements; where N is a variable and values of N include N=3,

19.  (Original) The gaming machine of claim 18 wherein said values of N include 4,
5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20.

20. (Original) The gaming machine of claim 18 wherein said N-sided elements are
regular hexagons.

21. (Currently Amended) A method for increasing probability of a winning outcome

on a gaming machine; wherein said winning outcome is determined by pre-defined arrangements

3
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of symbols displayed in a matrix of elements comprising portions of simulated rotatable reels;
said method including the steps of:

(a) arranging at least one of said simulated rotatable reels with at least one

consecutive run of elements displaying an identical symbol; said identical symbol

selected from a subset of available symbols so that, as the reel rotates, a consecutive

string of the same symbol containing elements is sequentially displayed in a column
defined by the reel,

(b) randomly selecting one element from each one of said simulated rotatable
reels as a potential win element

said at least one consecutive run of elements comprises a section of a said rotatable reel;
remaining symbols of said reel remaining fixed, and wherein said subset of available symbols is
arranged on a notional not-visible inner reel; a said identical symbol selected by rotation of said
notional not-visible inner reel for each play of a game on said gaming machine.

22.  (Original) The method of claim 21 wherein said matrix of elements comprises
three rows and five columns of said elements; said columns comprising portions of said rotatable
reels.

23.  (Original) The method of claim 21 wherein said identical symbol is selected from
a look-up table of said subset of available symbols.

24.  (Original) The method of claim 21 wherein said at least one of said simulated
rotatable reels is a first left-most reel.

25.  (Original) The method of claim 24 wherein all said elements of said reels, except
said at least one consecutive run of elements displaying said identical symbol on said first left-
most reel, display randomly selected symbols from said available symbols.

26.  (Original) The method of claim 24 wherein reels other than said first left-most
reels are each provided with at least one potential consecutive run of elements adapted for
modification from said randomly selected symbols to a said identical symbol.

27. (Original) The method of claim 26 wherein said modification from said randomly
selected symbols within said potential consecutive run of said reels other than said first left-most
reel, occurs if said potential win element of a leftwardly preceding reel falls within a said

consecutive run of elements of said leftwardly preceding reel.

4
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REMARKS

In the final office action mailed January 26, 2010, the Examiner rejected the pending
claims as being obvious under 35 U.S.C. § 103 in view of Marks (U.S. Patent Publication No.
2004/0058727), Aida (U.S. Patent Publication No. 2004/0116175) or some combination thereof.
By this paper, the Applicant has amended Claims 1 and 21 to highlight the subject matter that the
Applicant believes is allowable over the art of record. Hence, reconsideration of the above-
captioned application in light of the amendments and remarks contained herein is now
respectfully requested.

After carefully reviewing the Marks reference, the Applicant notes that Marks is not
displaying the game elements so that as a particular reel rotates, a consecutive string of the same
symbol containing elements is sequentially displayed in a column defined by the reel (See, e.g.,
Claim 1 as amended). As discussed in the Application, the Applicant intends to rotate each of
the reels, thereby generating columns of moving symbols, one for each reel. In the Applicant’s
game, one or more reels are provided with the consecutive string of the same symbol so that one
of the columns is sequentially displaying that symbol for a continuous period of time on each
rotation. In paragraphs 58 and 59 of the Applicant’s published application, the example was
given that the left most reel 26 would display a run of kings etc during its rotation. '

In contrast, Marks is not sequentially displaying the same symbol sequentially in a
column. Rather, Marks is displaying the same symbol repeated in a row but it only occurs in the
column once per rotation. So, in Marks as the reels rotate, one element position may contain
multiple elements extending along the row. The visual effect of the Applicant’s invention is in
marked contrast to Marks.

Specifically, in the Applicant’s game, as the reels rotate, there is an extended period of
time in which the sequential display of the same element occurs. The player of the game can
then gain the perception that there is an increased chance that the game will have that reel stop on
that symbol which may create the perception that the chances of winning a large prize are
enhanced.
| In contrast, Marks discloses a single element position that has multiple elements. In

Marks, the time period that a person can perceive the multiple element position is much reduced

-5-
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during rotation of the reel as compared to the sequential display of the same elements in the
column during rotation. As such, the player will perceive Marks very differently.

Consequently, the Applicant believes that Marks does not teach the sequential display of
the same element in a column defined by the reel as claimed by the Applicant. Aida also fails to
teach this concept. The Applicant therefore believes that Claim 1 is allowable over the art of
record. The Applicant further believes that Claim 21 defines additional patentable subject matter
and is further allowable for reasons similar to the reasons give above with respect to Claim 1.
The Applicant further believes that the remaining claims define additional patentable subject
matter and are also allowable due to their respective dependencies on Claim 1. The Applicant
therefore believes that the above-captioned application is in condition for allowance and requests
the prompt allowance of the same. Should there be any impediment to the prompt allowance of
this application that could be resolved by a telephone conference, the Examiner is respectfully

requested to call the undersigned at the number shown below.

No Disclaimers or Disavowals

Although the present communication may include alterations to the application or claims,
or characterizations of claim scope or referenced art, Applicant is not conceding in this
application that previously pending claims are not patentable over the cited references. Rather,
any alterations or characterizations are being made to facilitate expeditious prosecution of this
application. Applicant reserves the right to pursue at a later date any previously pending or other
broader or narrower claims that capture any subject matter supported by the present disclosure,
including subject matter found to be specifically disclaimed herein or by any prior prosecution.
Accordingly, reviewers of this or any parent, child or related prosecution history shall not
reasonably infer that Applicant has made any disclaimers or disavowals of any subject matter
supported by the present application.

Co-Pending Applications of Assignee

Applicant wishes to draw the Examiner's attention to the following co-pending

applications of the present application's assignee.

Docket No. Serial No. | Title Filed
DUMMES55.002AUS FEATURE GAME WITH RANDOM
11/281,258 POPULATION FEATURE 11/17/2005
-6-
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Docket No. Serial No. | Title Filed
DUMMES5.004AUS | 11/193153 | SYMBOL ENHANCEMENT METHOD 07/29/2005
DUMMESS.0058S 1 11/299,009 iﬁﬁlﬁgﬁdﬁiﬂ?ggg symBoLs | 12/09/2005
DUMMESS.007AUS |/ 413707 ICQ}EAé\dL,III:IAi 1}/[§§2{HINE WITHMULTIPLE | 1 o¢/n006

Please charge any additional fees, including any fees for additional extension of time, or
credit overpayment to Deposit Account No. 11-1410.

Respectfully submitted,

KNOBBE, RTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP

Dated: June 25, 2010 By:

Michael H. Trenholm
Registration No. 37,743
Attorney of Record
Customer No. 20995
(951) 781-9231

9259050:1w
062510
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Art Unit . 3714

Conf No. 1 4736

Mail Stop Amendment
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Sir:
Enclosed for filing in the above-identified application is a PTO/SB/08 Equivalent listing
four (4) references.
This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the filing
date, with an RCE or before receipt of a first office action after an RCE and no fee is required.
The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be
0.
bmitted,
RTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP

required, or credit any overpayment, to Account No. 11-1

Respectfully
KNOBBE,

4
Dated: 5/2/// Z) By:

Michael H. Trenholm
Registration No. 37,743
Attorney of Record
Customer No. 20995

(951) 781-9231
9261029:1w
062510
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2 7,690,984 04-06-2010 Tran et al.
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Application No. Applicant(s)

11/299,009 YOSHIMI, OSAMU
Office Action Summary Examiner Art Unit

MILAP SHAH 3714

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS,
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status

1)X] Responsive to communication(s) filed on 20 August 2009.
2a)X] This action is FINAL. 2b)[] This action is non-final.
3)] Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims

4K Claim(s) 1-13 and 15-27 is/are pending in the application.

4a) Of the above claim(s) _____ is/are withdrawn from consideration.
5[] Claim(s) is/are allowed.
6)X] Claim(s) 1-13 and 15-27 is/are rejected.
7] Claim(s) _____is/are objected to.
8)] Claim(s) _____ are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

Application Papers

9)[] The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
10)[] The drawing(s) filed on isfare: a)[_] accepted or b)[] objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).
11)[] The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152.

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

12)[_] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)~(d) or (f).
a)JAIIl b)[]Some * ¢)[] None of:
1.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2[] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. ______
3.[] Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)
1) |:| Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) D Interview Summary (PTO-413)
2) ] Notice of Draftsperson’s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. __
3) [X] Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5) [ Notice of Informal Patent Application
Paper No(s)/Mail Date 8/20/09 & 12/4/09. 6) D Other:
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20100115
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Application/Control Number: 11/299,009 Page 2
Art Unit: 3714

DETAILED ACTION
This action is in response to the amendment received on August 20, 2009. The Examiner
acknowledges that claims 1, 4, 17, 18, & 21 were amended, claim 14 was canceled, and no new claims wete

added. Therefore, claims 1-13 & 15-27 are currently pending.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness

rejections set forth in this Office action:

(2) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of
this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter
as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.

Claims 1-13, 15-17, & 21-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Marks
etal. (U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2004/0058727; of record; hereafter “Marks”).
Claims 1 & 21: Marks discloses a gaming machine arranged to display a matrix of symbol
containing elements, each column of said matrix compzising a portion of a simulated rotatable reel
of said symbol containing elements (i.e. are occupied by a symbol); said reel comprising sections of
symbol containing elements wherein said symbols are fixed for each game played on said gaming
machine, and said reel including at least one section in which a consecutive run of said symbol
containing elements is populated by an identical symbol, said identical symbol selected a new for
each play of said game (tigures 3A-3F and paragraphs 0063-0082, where Marks discloses replicator
symbols that display a consecutive run of identical symbols in place of single symbols, further
where the symbols on the reels may be fixed or randomly determined, such that sections of the
symbols may be fixed for each play of the game, while replicator symbols or other sections may be

randomly determined anew for each play of the game, as per a random outcome of the game,
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where it is noted even in the random selection of symbols, the same set of symbols are utilized
during random determination, thus, the universe of symbols are fixed for each play of the game).

Marks fails to explicitly disclose a selection means in which the identical or replicator
symbols are selected via spinning of a notional, not-visible, inner reel comprising a sub-set of the
symbols. Nonetheless, the Applicant’s own specification appears to disclose that such a process is
merely the use of a look-up table, as is common in the art when combined with a random number
generator to produce random outcomes. Applicant appears to emphasize the simulated rotation
and "coming to rest” of the non-visible inner reel as mere desctiptive language as an imagery effect
of how the look-up table functions. The Examiner submits that Marks's approach of using a
random number generator (paragraphs 0028, 0030, 0055, where the gaming device stores random
number generators for use in generating random symbols, identical symbols, outcomes, and the
like) is substantially equivalent for the same purpose as the arrangement of spinning a non-visible
inner reel. Both function substantially the same as to randomly determining identical symbols or
replicator symbols to be used in the game of chance.

It appears that skilled artisan would have not only found it equivalent but obvious to
describe the effect of a random number generator in the sense of spinning an inner non-visible reel
as it appears to be only descriptive language describing the functions of a common random
number generator and look-up table or the like.

It would be clear to a skilled artisan that both look-up tables and random number
generators are widely well known in the art and utilized in a majority of games of chance to
generate random outcomes.

Consequently, in the Marks invention, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill

in the art at the time the invention was made to utilize a look-up table acting as a notional, non-
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visible, inner reel that is spun and comes to rest to randomly select a replicator symbol and/or
position of said symbol within the reels to display a randomly selected outcome as described by
Marks, for at least the purpose of maintain randomness in the game of chance, which is both
commonplace and key to maintaining player interest.

Regarding claim 21, all of the above applies, further Marks teaches the purpose of the
replicator symbols is for increasing the probability for a winning outcome on a gaming machine,
where the outcome is determined by pre-defined arrangements or pay lines of symbols. Marks
discloses the method comprising arranging at least one reel with a consecutive run of identical
symbols as described above, the identical symbols selected from a subset of available symbols.
Moreover, Marks teaches creating pay lines with symbols from each of the reels as potential win
clements. Lastly, as described above, Marks reasonably discloses the consecutive run of symbols
comprises a section of the reel, where remaining symbols are either fixed or randomly determined,
wherein the identical symbol is selected via the notional, non-visible, inner reel (i.e. a random
number generator and/ ot look-up table considered a non-visible inner reel, as described above).
Claim 2: As with the random generation of outcomes, a game controller selects the identical or
replicator symbol from a subset of available symbols (figures 2A-3F).

Claim 3: Marks discloses that each symbol is assigned a probability of selection (paragraph 0055).
Claims 4 & 22: Marks discloses the matrix is comprised of at least five columns and three rows,
the five columns being portions respectively of rotatable reels one, two, three, four, and five
(figures 3A-3LF).

Claims 5, 6, 9-12, & 24-27: Marks discloses a replicator symbol may be positioned only in a left-
most reel (figure 3E). The other symbols of the left-most reel may be fixed or populated randomly

as discussed above. Also, the other symbols of other reels may be fixed or populated randomly as
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described above. Marks also teaches that the symbols are ‘adapted’ for potential modification, such
as a replicator symbol being displayed on any of reels two through five on a next spin, or the like.
It appears multiple same replicator symbols appear possible, such as three same replicator symbols
displaying identical symbols, wherein the same replicator symbols of a reel to the left or right is
possible (figure 3F[pay line 52b]). Regarding claims 12 & 27, in a broadest reasonable
interpretation, Marks discloses providing free spins, such that a preceding win using a consecutive
run of identical symbols may trigger free spins, thus modifying the random selection for the reels
in a next spin (paragraphs 0014, 0056, or 0065).

Claims 7 & 8: As is common in a slot machine, when evaluating for winning combinations, pay
lines are determined and evaluated, such as one potential win element from each reel (paragraph
000). Players then collect awards, credits, or the like for winning symbol combinations that appear
on selected pay lines (paragraph 0006).

Claim 13: Marks discloses spinning the reels when the game sequence is initiated, which broadly
appears to encompass spinning the reel having the consecutive identical symbol at a relatively slow
rate with insufficient specificity.

Claim 15: Marks discloses a single display stand-alone gaming machine (figure 1A).

Claim 16: Marks discloses a stand-alone gaming machine provided with an upper secondary
display (figure 1B).

Claim 17: Marks discloses the gaming machine is one of a plurality of gaming machines linked to a
progressive jackpot controller (figure 2B and paragraph 0061).

Claim 23: Clearly there must be a look-up table of the available subset of replicator symbols,

which is used to determine the replicator or identical symbol to be displayed.
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Claims 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Marks, as applied to
claims 1-13, 15-17, & 21-27, where applicable, in view of Aida (U.S. Patent Application Publication No.
2004/0115175).

Claims 18-20: Marks discloses the invention substantially as claimed except for explicitly

disclosing the area in which a symbol occupies is enclosed by an element having N sides, where

N=3 through N=20, such as N=0, being a regular hexagon. However, Aida, in an analogous

mnvention directed to a gaming machine having a spinning reel game, discloses the symbol elements

are polygons, such as hexagons, squares, and the like (figure 8 and paragraphs 0013-0014).

Regardless of the specific game disclosed by Aida, the display matrix of symbols explicitly shows

the use of polygons. A polygon is an N-sided element which may have a number of sides, such as

N=3 through N=20 as claimed. Further, it appears that the shape of the area encompassing a

symbol is a mater of design choice directed to aesthetics, versus functional relevance of the shape

of the area. It appears that if the shape is a square, a hexagon, or any other polygon formed by

N=3 through N=20, no change to the respective reel game occurs, that is, a pre-defined win line

with a distribution of symbols remains. For at least these reasons, it would have been prima facie

obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the symbol
areas of Marks with more aesthetically appealing polygon shaped areas as taught by Aida for at

least the purpose of aesthetics.

Response to Arguments
In view of Applicant’s amendments, all outstanding 35 U.S.C. 112 rejections are withdrawn.
Applicant's arguments with respect to the pending claims have been considered but are moot in

view of the new ground(s) of rejection.
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Conclusion

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office action.
Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CEFR 1.136(a).

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS from
the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing
date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH
shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action
is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX
MONTHS from the date of this final action.

Any inquity concerning this communication ot eatlier communications from the examiner should
be directed to MILAP SHAH whose telephone number is (571)272-1723. The examiner can normally be
reached on M-F: 9:30AM-6:00PM.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccesstul, the examiner’s supervisor, Peter
Vo can be reached on (571) 272-4690. The fax phone number for the organization where this application

ot proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

/MBS/
/Peter D. Vo/
Supetvisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3714
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Reexamination
Index of Claims 11299009 YOSHIMI, OSAMU
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Milap Shah 3714
4 Rejected - Cancelled N | Non-Elected A Appeal
= Allowed + Restricted | Interference 0] Objected
[J claims renumbered in the same order as presented by applicant O cpa O TD. O R.1.47
CLAIM DATE
Final Original  [02/10/2009 {01/15/2010
1 v v
2 v v
3 v v
4 v v
5 v v
6 v v
7 v v
8 v v
9 v v
10 v v
1 v v
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Receipt date: 12/04/2009

11299009 - GAU: 3714

PTO/SB/08 Equivalent

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

Application No.

11/299009

Filing Date

12-09-2005

First Named Inventor

Yoshimi, Osamu

Art Unit 3714
(Multiple sheets used when necessary) Examiner Shah, Milap
SHEET 1 OF 1 Attorney Docket No. DUMMES5.006AUS

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

Document Number

Pages, Columns, Lines Where

Examiner | Cite . - Publication Date .

L. Number - Kind Code (if known) Name of Patentee or Applicant Relevant Passages or Relevant
Initials | No. Example: 1,234,567 B1 MM-DD-YYYY Figures Appear
MBS/ 1 6,056,642 05-02-2000  |Bennett '\

2 6,227,971 05-08-2001 Weiss \
3 6,517,432 02-11-2003  |Jaffe N
4 6,544,120 04-08-2003  |Ainsworth N
5 7,479,061 01-20-2009 Okada \
6 2003/0027611 02-06-2003 Recard \
A 7 2003/0087687 05-08-2003 | Locke et al. )
MBS/ | 8 2004/0219969 11-04-2004  |Casey et al.
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
. . Foreign Patent Document Publication Pages, Columns, Lines
Ef;:i"allnser %l'(t)e Country Code-Number-Kind Code Date Namep? f I;z;ennttee or Where Relevant Passages or 7!
' Example: JP 1234567 A1 MM-DD-YYYY pp Relevant Figures Appear
NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS
Examiner | cite | INclude name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS,), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the ;
Initials | No. item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue T
number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published.
8190643
120109

Examiner Signature

/Milap Shah/

Date Considered

01/19/2010

*Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not
in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

T' - Place a check mark in this area when an English language Translation is attached.
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Receipt date: 08/20/2008

11299009 - GAU: 3714

PTO/SB/08 Equivalent

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

Application No.

11/299009

Filing Date

12-09-2005

First Named Inventor

Yoshimi, Osamu

Art Unit

3714

(Multiple sheets used when necessary)

Examiner

Shah, Milap

SHEET 1 OF 2

Attorney Docket No.

DUMMES55.006AUS

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

Document Number

Pages, Columns, Lines Where

number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published.

E)I(f:zzlr;er crfli;ei Nurg)t()ae:n p :;i?df‘)g;‘e’ 5(/bf ;(réc;wn) P“:kllli-cl‘.)ag_o\r(lYlD\;:\\t(e Name of Patentee or Applicant Relevan:: il:]i::%e:pgg rRelevant
MBS/ 1 5,580,055 12-03-1996 | Takashi Hagiwara
2 6,517,433 02-11-2003 Loose et al.
3 6,869,357 03-05-2009 Adams et al.
4 7,237,775 07-03-2007 Thomas et al.
5 7,316,395 01-08-2008 Stan Kromydas
6 2002/0123378 09-05-2002 Bucknall et al,
1 7 2003/0013517 01-16-2003 Bennett et al.
v 8 2004/0048646 03-11-2004 Martin Visocnik
MBS/ 9 2008/0045323 02-21-2008 Bradley Berman
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
Efjg{‘:’ ﬁ';e Courf(t)r;eiggdz?lt\leu’;;E::;;Ecein(t)ode Pu%iacf; on Name:;p';i;enqtee or WhZ?eg ?ase‘lff;ﬁ?‘é‘i'si;';e; or T
Example: JP 1234567 A1 MM-DD-YYYY Relevant Figures Appear
>
NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS
Examiner | Cite | INclude name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the ;
Initials No. item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue T

S

w?

‘| Examiner Signature

/Milap Shah/

Date Considered

01/19/2010

*Examiner: [nitial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not
in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

T" - Place a check mark in this area when an English language Translation is attached.
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Receipt date: 08/20/2008

11299009 - GAU: 3714

PTO/SB/08 Equivalent

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

Application No.

11/299009

Filing Date

12-09-2005

First Named Inventor | Yoshimi, Osamu

Art Unit

3714

(Multiple sheets used when necessary)

Examiner

Shah, Milap

SHEET 2 OF 2

Attorney Docket No. DUMMES55.006AUS

CO-PENDING U.S. PATENT APPLICATIONS COMMONLY OWNED WITH THE PRESENT APPLICATION

present application.

EXAMINER NOTE: Applicant respectfully requests the Examiner to consider whether the claims of any one or more of the
following co-pending U.S. patent applications (which are commonly owned with the present application) create any issues of
double patenting with respect to any of the claims of the present application; and, where relevant, to consider whether the
disclosure of any one or more of the following co-pending applications creates any issues of patentability with respect to any of the
claims of the present application. In addition, Applicant respectfully requests the Examiner to consider whether any listed office
actions issued in the following co-pending applications create any issues of patentability with respect to any of the claims of the

SPECIFICATION, DRAWINGS and CLAIMS: Except where indicated, each of the co-pending applications listed below is stored
in the USPTO’s IFW system. As provided in M.P.E.P. § 609.04(a), copies of the specifications, drawings and claims of these co-

pending applications are not enclosed herewith.
Examiner | Cite ’ Filing Date Date(s) of Office Action(s)
Initials No. Serial No. MM-DD-YYYY Inventor(s) Pub. No. Atty. Docket No. MM-DD-YYYY
11/193,153 7/29/2005 Chan 2007/0015565 DUMMES5.004AUS | OA Dated 03/25/2009
Office Action dated
1/28/2008;
Lo Office Action dated
11/413,707 4/28/2006 Yoshimi 2006/0287060 DUMMES5.007AUS 12/02/2008;
Final Office Action dated
03/16/2009
Office Action dated
12/13/2007;
11/281,258 11/17/2005 Tran 2006/0183533 DUMMES5.002AUS | Office Action dated
6/24/2008;
Final OA dated 02/06/2009
10/583,210 3/26/2007 Quayle 2008/0045300 DUMMES5.008APC | Office Action dated 8/7/2008
11/299,099 12/9/2005 Yoshimi 2006/0247002 DUMMES55.005AUS
7671303:lw
081909

Examiner Signature

Date Considered

*Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not
in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

T' - Place a check mark in this area when an English language Translation is attached.
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EAST Search History

EAST Search History

EAST Search History (Prior Art)

Hits

DBs

Default

‘Ref# Hits Search Query Plurals Time Stamp
Operator
S122 7 ("2004/0058727").URPN.  {USPAT OR ON 2010/01/15
11:55
S121 ("20060183534").PN. US-PGPUB; {OR OFF 2010/01/15
USPAT; 11:15
5 USOCR
S120 1 ("20040266520").PN. US-PGPUB; {OR OFF 2010/01/15
; USPAT; 11:02
USOCR
S119 43 "463"/$.ccls. and (reel US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2010/01/15
: with (multiple plurality USPAT; 10:24
row) with identical with USOCR
(indicia symbol))
S118 4470 "463"/$.ccls. and (reel US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2010/01/15
: with (multiple plurality USPAT; 10:24
row) identical with (indicia {USOCR
symbol))
S117 1189 {"463"/$.ccls. and (reel US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2010/01/15
with identical with (indicia {USPAT; 10:24
: symbol)) USOCR
S116 126 "463"/$.ccls. and (strip US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2010/01/15
with identical with (indicia USPAT; 10:23
symbol)) USOCR
S115 110 {"463"/$.ccls. and (string US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2010/01/15
with identical with (indicia (USPAT; 10:23
5 symbol)) USOCR
S114 8 ("20030027611" | US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2010/01/15
: "20030087687" | USPAT; 10:22
"20040219969" | USOCR
"6056642" | "6227971" |
"6517432" | "6544120" |
: "7479061").PN.
S1183 5 (("7560812") or US-PGPUB; {OR OFF 2010/01/15
: ("7473173") or USPAT; 10:20
("7402102") or USOCR
("20070281783") or
5 ("20040106445")).PN.
St12 11 "463"/$.ccls. and (identical ;US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/12/16
: with (symbol indicia) with  {USPAT; 14:31
single with reel) USOCR

file:///Cl/Documents %20and%20Settings/mshah3/My%20Do...009/EASTSearchHistory.11299009_AccessibleVersion.htm (1 of 15)1/15/2010 2:31:38 PM
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EAST Search History

Si11 4 "463"/$.ccls. and US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/12/16
: ((consecutiv$3 run) with USPAT; 14:30
("same" wild bonus USOCR
special) with (symbol
indicia) with single with
: reel)
S110 12 "463"/$.ccls. and US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/12/16
: (consecutiv$3 with USPAT; 14:29
("same" wild bonus USOCR
special) with (symbol
indicia) with single with
E reel)
S109 31 "463"/$.ccls. and US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/12/16
(consecutiv$3 with USPAT; 14:22
("same" wild bonus USOCR
special) with (symbol
: indicia) with reel)
S108 1 ("6604999").PN. US-PGPUB; {OR OFF 2009/12/16
: USPAT; 14:19
: USOCR
S107 A "6234897".pn. US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/12/16
USPAT; 14:00
é USOCR
18106 120 "463"/$.ccls. and (random {US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/12/16
$3 with look-up with table {USPAT; 13:39
: with (symbol indicia)) USOCR
S105 4 "463"/$.ccls. and (random {US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/12/16
; $3 with look-up with table USPAT; 13:38
: with (wild special bonus)) {USOCR
S104 50 "463"/$.ccls. and (random {US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/12/16
5 $3 with look-up with table) (USPAT; 13:38
USOCR
S103 {2 "463"/$.ccls. and (non- US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/12/16
: visible with reel) USPAT; 13:37
; USOCR
S102 {0 "463"/$.ccls. and (random {US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/12/16
$3 with non-visible with USPAT; 13:37
reel) USOCR
18101 10 "463"/$.ccls. and (random {US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/12/16
with non-visible with reel) {USPAT; 13:37
: USOCR
S100 12 (notional with reel) US-PGPUB; i{OR ON 2009/12/16
: USPAT; 13:34
USOCR
S99 0 S96 and yoseloft.in. US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/02/10
? USPAT,; 14:01
JPO

file:///Cl/Documents %20and%20Settings/mshah3/My%20Do...009/EASTSearchHistory.11299009_AccessibleVersion.htm (2 of 15)1/15/2010 2:31:38 PM
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EAST Search History

1598 23 S97 not S96 US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/02/10
USPAT; 13:59
: USOCR
1897 26 (US-20040266520-$% or US- {US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/02/10
5 20080045323-$ or US USPAT; 13:59
20070270203-$ or US JPO
20040072610-$% or US-
20020039920-$ or US-
20040058727-$% or US
20040116175-$).did. or
(US-6644664-$ or US-
6120378-$ or US-6908381-
$ or US-5722891-$ or US-
5209479-$% or US-6464581-
$ or US-6439993-$ or US-
7331858-$ or US-6241607-
$ or US-6796903-$ or US-
6547663-$ or US-6932700-
$ or US-6394902-$ or US-
5456465-$ or US-5984781-
$ or US-6604999-$ or US-
4448419-$ or US-6159096-
$).did. or (JP-2002325881-
5 $).did.
1996 43 S92 or S93 or S94 or S95 {US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/02/10
: USPAT; 13:58
: USOCR
S95 15 US-5752881-$.DID. OR US- {US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/02/10
5 5976016-$.DID. OR US- USPAT; 13:58
6309299-$.DID. OR US- USOCR
6319124-$.DID. OR US-
6644664-$.DI1D. OR US-
6663487-$.DID. OR US-
6726204-$.DID. OR US-
6805349-$.DID. OR US-
6880826-$.DID. OR US-
6893018-$.DID. OR US-
6905408-$.DID. OR US-
6910962-$.DID. OR US-
7056213-$.DID. OR US-
7214132-$.DID. OR US-
; 7311602-$.DID.
S94 28 S92 or S93 US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/02/10
USPAT; 13:58
; USOCR
$93 1 ("20060247002").PN. US-PGPUB; {OR OFF 2009/02/10
USPAT; 13:58
USOCR

file:///Cl/Documents %20and%20Settings/mshah3/My%20Do...009/EASTSearchHistory.11299009_AccessibleVersion.htm (3 of 15)1/15/2010 2:31:38 PM
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EAST Search History

802

28

US-20060183533-$.DID.
OR US-20060247002-$.

DID. OR US-20070015565-

$.DID. ORUS
20060287060-$.DID. OR
US-20050277460-$.DID.
OR US-20040198486-$.

DID. OR US-20060183534-

$.DID. ORUS
20060166731-$.DID. OR
US-20060084498-$.DID.
OR US-20060084492-$.

DID. OR US-20040053679-

$.DID. ORUS
20060052155-$.DID. OR
US-20060046830-$.DID.
OR US-20080045300-$.

DID. OR US-20040043083-

$.DID. OR US
20050043084-$.DID. OR
US-20040038726-$.DID.
OR US-20040036218-$.

DID. OR US-20040026854-

$.DID. OR US
20040017041-$.DID. OR
US-20040014517-$.DID.
OR US-20040014516-$.

DID. OR US-20040012145-

$.DID. OR US-5152529-§.
DID. OR US-5395111-$.
DID. OR US-5609524-$.
DID. OR US-5611535-$.
DID. OR US-5722891-§.
DID.

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

ON

2009/02/10
13:58

S

24

"463"/$.ccls. and ((symbol
indicia) with hexagon)

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

ON

2009/02/10
13:30

1890

19

(select$3 with (indicia
symbol) with (simulat$3
virtual) with reel) same
probability

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

ON

2009/02/10
12:26

1889

138

select$3 with (indicia
symbol) with (simulat$3
virtual) with reel

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

ON

2009/02/10
12:25

ise8

43

S82 or S83 or S84 or S87

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

ON

2009/02/10
11:59

file:///Cl/Documents %20and%20Settings/mshah3/My%20Do...009/EASTSearchHistory.11299009_AccessibleVersion.htm (4 of 15)1/15/2010 2:31:38 PM
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EAST Search History

$.DID. OR US
20060287060-$.DID. OR
US-20050277460-$.DI D.
OR US-20040198486-$.
DID. OR US-20060183534-
$.DID. OR US
20060166731-$.DID. OR
US-20060084498-$.DI D.
OR US-20060084492-$.
DID. OR US-20040053679-
$.DID. OR US
20060052155-$.DID. OR
US-20060046830-$.DI D.
OR US-20080045300-$.
DID. OR US-20040043083-
$.DID. OR US
20050043084-$.DID. OR
US-20040038726-$.DID.
OR US-20040036218-$.
DID. OR US-20040026854-
$.DID. OR US
20040017041-$.DID. OR

1887 15 US-5752881-$.DID. OR US- {US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/02/10
5976016-$.DID. OR US- USPAT; 11:58
6309299-$.DID. OR US- USOCR
6319124-$.DID. OR US-
6644664-$.DID. OR US-
6663487-$.DID. OR US-
6726204-$.DID. OR US-
6805349-$.DID. OR US-
6880826-$.DID. OR US-
6893018-$.DID. OR US-
6905408-$.DID. OR US-
6910962-$.DID. OR US-
7056213-$.DID. OR US-
7214132-$.DID. OR US-
5 7311602-$.DID.
1386 28 S82 or S84 US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/02/10
: USPAT; 11:58
: USOCR
1885 1 ("20040198486").PN. US-PGPUB; {OR OFF 2009/02/10
: USPAT; 11:58
: USOCR
1584 28 S82 or S83 US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/02/10
: USPAT; 11:57
: USOCR
1883 1 ("20060247002").PN. US-PGPUB; iOR OFF 2009/02/10
USPAT; 11:57
; USOCR
1882 28 US-20060183533-$.DID. US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/02/10
: OR US-20060247002-$. USPAT; 11:55
DID. OR US-20070015565- :{USOCR

file:///Cl/Documents %20and%20Settings/mshah3/My%20Do...009/EASTSearchHistory.11299009_AccessibleVersion.htm (5 of 15)1/15/2010 2:31:38 PM
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EAST Search History

US-20040014517-$.DID.
OR US-20040014516-$.
DID. OR US-20040012145-
$.DID. OR US-5152529-$.
DID. OR US-5395111-$.
DID. OR US-5609524-$.
DID. OR US-5611535-$.
DID. OR US-5722891-$.
g DID.
S81 6 US-5624119-$.DID. OR US- {US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/02/10
5 20050043083-$.DID. OR USPAT; 11:54
US-5807172-$.DID. OR US-{USOCR
6241607-$.DID. OR US-
6896615-$.DID. OR US-
; 6960134-$.DID.
1380 104 {((simulat$3 virtual$3) with {US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/02/10
: reel with (random$3) with {USPAT; 10:12
(creat$3 select$3 assign$3 {USOCR
populat$4)) and ("463"/$.
: ccls. or "273"/$.ccls.)
1879 0 ((simulat$3 virtual$3) with US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/02/10
reel with (dynamic$3) with {USPAT; 10:11
(populat$3 creat$3 select  {USOCR
$3)) and ("463"/$.ccls. or
; "273"/$.ccls.)
1iS78 246  {((simulat$3 virtual$3) with (US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/02/10
reel with (dynamic$3)) and {USPAT; 10:11
("463"/$.ccls. or "273"/$.  {USOCR
: ccls.)
1S77 11 ((simulat$3 virtual$3) with {US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/02/10
reel).ti. and ("463"/$.ccls.  {USPAT; 10:10
: or "273"/$.ccls.) USOCR
1876 0 ("2002065124").PN. US-PGPUB; iOR OFF 2009/02/10
| USPAT; 10:05
: USOCR
S5 2 (("5611535") or US-PGPUB; {OR OFF 2009/02/10
5 ("6604999")).PN. USPAT; 10:00
: USOCR
1574 1 ("4,836,546").PN. US-PGPUB; {OR OFF 2009/02/10
: USPAT; 09:46
: USOCR
S73 0 ("2006/0183534") .URPN. USPAT OR ON 2009/02/10
09:37
1872 2 "463"/$.ccls. and (random {US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/02/10
: $3 with populat$3 with USPAT; 09:35
reel) USOCR

file:///Cl/Documents %20and%20Settings/mshah3/My%20Do...009/EASTSearchHistory.11299009_AccessibleVersion.htm (6 of 15)1/15/2010 2:31:38 PM
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EAST Search History

1571 66 ("4695053" | "4991848" | {US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/02/09
"5152529" | "5393061" | USPAT; 17:57
"5395111" | "5449173" | USOCR
"5456465" | "5611535" |
"5722891" | "5775692" |
"5876284" | "5980384" |
"5984781" | "5984782" |
"5997401" | "6056642" |
"6059289" | "6089977" |
"6102798" | "6126541" |
"6126542" | "6142873" |
"6142874" | "6142875" |
"D400597").PN. OR
; ("6394902").URPN.
S70 1 ("6394902").PN. US-PGPUB; OR OFF 2009/02/09
5 USPAT; 17:56
: USOCR
S69 0 ("2006/0183534") .URPN. USPAT OR ON 2009/02/09
17:53
1568 14 ("463"/$.ccls. or "273"/$. US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/02/09
5 ccls.) and ((duplicat$3 USPAT; 17:53
chang$3 replac$3 modif USOCR
$4) with consecutiv$3 with
5 (indicia symbol))
1867 98 (modif$5 chang$3 updat$3 US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/02/09
upgrad$3 alter$3 replac$3 {USPAT; 17:49
duplicat$3) with (indicia USOCR
symbol element object)
with (virtual simulat$3)
: with reel
1566 168 1S62 not (S64 or S65) US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/02/09
USPAT; 17:47
: USOCR
1865 69 S$62 and (increas$3 with US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/02/09
: probability) USPAT; 17:43
z USOCR
164 9 $62 and ((indicia symbol) {US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/02/09
? with (run consecutiv$3)) USPAT; 17:43
5 USOCR
11863 0 S$62 and (identical with US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/02/09
5 (indicia symbol) with (run  {USPAT; 17:43
: consecutiv$3)) USOCR
1862 245 1861 and ("463"/$.ccls. or  {US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/02/09
"273"/$.ccls.) USPAT; 17:43
: USOCR
861 1250 idynamic$4 with (virtual US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/02/09
simulated) with reel USPAT; 17:42
USOCR

file:///Cl/Documents %20and%20Settings/mshah3/My%20Do...009/EASTSearchHistory.11299009_AccessibleVersion.htm (7 of 15)1/15/2010 2:31:38 PM
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EAST Search History

S60 27 dynamic$4 with (virtual USPAT OR ON 2009/02/09
simulated) with reel 17:42
S59 1 ("2002/0039920").URPN.  {USPAT OR ON 2009/02/09
17:26
S58 20 ("463"/$.ccls. or "273"/$. US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/02/09
? ccls.) and reel with strip USPAT; 17:22
5 with map$3 USOCR
S57 196 {("463"/$.ccls. or "273"/$. US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/02/09
5 ccls.) and reel with map$3 {USPAT; 17:22
: USOCR
S56 8 ("3580581" | "4448419" | {US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/02/09
"4711451" | "5630753" | USPAT; 17:20
"5902184").PN. OR USOCR
: ("6796903").URPN.
S55 4 (reel with strip) same US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/02/09
; (increas$3 with USPAT; 16:43
E probability) USOCR
S54 0 (reel with strip) same US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/02/09
5 (increas$3 with USPAT: 16:43
probability) same USOCR
(identical)
S53 6 (reel with strip) same US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/02/09
? ((multiple plurality) with USPAT; 16:42
identical with (indicia USOCR
é symbol element object))
S52 30 reel with duplicat$5 with US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/02/09
? (indicia symbol) USPAT; 16:40
5 USOCR
S5 i reel with replac$3 with US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/02/09
: identical with (indicia USPAT; 16:40
: symbol) USOCR
S50 4 reel with upgrad$3 with US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/02/09
(bonus feature trigg$3) USPAT; 16:39
5 USOCR
™9 7 reel with consecutiv$3 US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/02/09
with identical USPAT; 16:38
: USOCR
$48 131 {$47 and 463/16-22.ccls. US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2008/11/05
; USPAT; 20:59
USOCR
S47 315 {"463"/$.ccls. and ((convert (US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2008/11/05
: $3 chang$3 alter$3 modif {USPAT; 20:59
$3) with (adjacent$3 next) {USOCR
with (symbol indicia
5 element position))
$46 2 KHOSLA.in. and "463"/$. US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2008/11/05
ccls. USPAT; 19:55
USOCR
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157207 KHOSL AN, USPGPUB; {OR ON 2008/11/05
USPAT; 19:55
: USOCR
(VI ("2002325881").PN. JPO OR OFF 2008/11/05
19:03
43 ("2001134916").PN. JPO OR OFF 2008/11/05
19:03
A2 29 S39 and (slot symbol US-PGPUB; OR ON 2008/11/05
: indicia) USPAT; 19:00
: USOCR
S41 14 S39 and (slot symbol USPAT OR ON 2008/11/05
indicia) 19:00
1S40 41 |("5209479").URPN. USPAT OR ON 2008/11/05
18:55
S39 78 "463"/$.ccls. and US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2008/11/05
: (kinoshita.in. takahashi.in. {USPAT; 18:52
: miyaya.in.) USOCR
S38 10 ("4037845" | "5722891" | US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2008/11/05
: "5997401" | "6186894" | USPAT; 18:27
"6220959" | "6241607" | USOCR
"6270412" | "6394902" |
"6413162" | "6471208").
g PN.
S37 17 ((every each) with (symbol {US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2008/11/05
indicia) with (reel strip) USPAT; 18:16
é with ("same" identical)) USOCR
1336 0 (all with (symbol indicia) US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2008/11/05
with (reel strip) with USPAT; 18:16
: ("same" identical)) USOCR
S35 11 "463"/$.ccls. and (expand  {US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2008/11/05
; $3 with (symbol indicia) USPAT,; 18:14
with (consecutiv$3 USOCR
: adjacent$3 next))
S34 118 {S33 and 463/16-22.ccls. US-PGPUB; OR ON 2008/11/05
| USPAT; 18:11
; USOCR
S33 139 {823 not (S32 S19) US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2008/11/05
: USPAT; 18:10
: USOCR
S32 48 S31 or S26 or S24 or S25 {US-PGPUB; OR ON 2008/11/05
5 USPAT; 18:10
: USOCR
S31 28 $29 or S30 US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2008/11/05
USPAT; 18:10
USOCR
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0

25

(("20060183533") or
("20060247002") or
("20070015565") or
("20050277460") or
("20060247002") or
("20040198486") or
("20060183534") or
("20060166731") or
("20060084498") or
("20060084492") or
("20040053679") or
("20060052155") or
("20080045300") or
("20040043083") or
("20050043084") or
("20040038726") or
("20040036218") or
("20040026854") or
("20040017041") or
("20040014517") or
("20040012145") or
("5,152,529") or

("5,395,111") or

("5,609,524") or

("5,611,535") or

("5,722,891")).PN.

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

OFF

2008/11/05
18:10

=

27

S27 or S28

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

ON

2008/11/05
18:10

=

(("20060287060") or
("20060046830") or
("20040014516") or
("20040012145")).PN.

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

OFF

2008/11/05
18:10

=y

24

US-20060183533-$.DID.
OR US-20060247002-$.
DID. OR US-20070015565-
$.DID. OR US-
20050277460-$.DID. OR
US-20040198486-$.DID.
OR US-20060183534-$.
DID. OR US-20060166731-
$.DID. OR US-
20060084498-$.DID. OR
US-20060084492-$.DID.
OR US-20040053679-$.
DID. OR US-20060052155-
$.DID. OR US-
20080045300-$.DID. OR
US-20040043083-$.DID.
OR US-20050043084-$.
DID. OR US-20040038726-
$.DID. OR US-
20040036218-$.DID. OR

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

ON

2008/11/05
18:10
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US-20040026854-$.DID.
OR US-20040017041-$.
DID. OR US-20040014517-
$.DID. OR US
20040012145-$.DID. OR
US-5152529-$.DID. OR US-
5395111-$.DID. OR US-
5609524-$.DID. OR US-
: 5611535-$.DID.
1526 14 US-5752881-$.DID. OR US- {US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2008/11/05
5 5976016-$.DID. OR US- USPAT; 18:10
6309299-$.DID. OR US- USOCR
6319124-$.DID. OR US-
6644664-$.DID. OR US-
6663487-$.DID. OR US-
6726204-$.DID. OR US-
6805349-$.DID. OR US-
6880826-$.DID. OR US-
6893018-$.DID. OR US-
6905408-$.DID. OR US-
6910962-$.DID. OR US-
7056213-$.DID. OR US-
; 7214132-$.DID.
1925 1 ("6,960,134").PN. US-PGPUB; {OR OFF 2008/11/05
5 USPAT; 18:10
; USCOCR
11824 5 US-5624119-$.DID. OR US- {US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2008/11/05
5 20050043083-$.DID. OR USPAT; 18:10
US-5807172-$.DID. OR US-:{USOCR
6241607-$.DID. OR US-
: 6896615-$.DID.
1823 144 1S21 or S22 US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2008/11/05
USPAT; 18:10
: USOCR
1822 82 "463"/$.ccls. and ((reel US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2008/11/05
; strip wheel) with (symbol  {USPAT; 18:10
indicia) with (identical USOCR
"same" cop$3 copy$3
duplicat$3 mirror$3) with
5 (adjacent$3))
1821 87 "463"/$.ccls. and ((reel US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2008/11/05
: strip wheel) with (symbol  {USPAT; 18:10
indicia) with (identical USOCR
"same" cop$3 copy$3
duplicat$3 mirror$3) with
: (consecutiv$3 row$3))
1820 35 S19 not S18 US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2008/11/05
; USPAT; 17:57
USOCR
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S19 55 463/16-22.ccls. and US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2008/11/05
((duplicat$s mirror$3 cop  {USPAT; 17:57
$3 copy$3) with (symbol  {USOCR
; indicia) with (reel strip))
818 23 463/16-22.ccls. and ((copy iUS-PGPUB; {OR ON 2008/11/05
5 $3 mirro$3) with (symbol  {USPAT; 17:54
indicia) with (position USOCR
: reel))
S17 14 ("6120378" | "6123333" | US-PGPUB; OR ON 2008/11/05
5 "6126542" | "6173955" | USPAT; 17:52
"6213876" | "6336860"). USOCR
: PN. OR ("6644664").URPN.
S ("6644664").PN. US-PGPUB; {OR OFF 2008/11/05
5 USPAT; 17:49
: USOCR
815 2 (("5976016") or US-PGPUB; {OR OFF 2008/11/05
? ("5624119")).PN. USPAT; 17:46
: USOCR
S14 5 ("5611535" | "5807172" | US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2008/11/05
5 "6241607" | "6896615" | USPAT; 17:41
5 "6960134").PN. USOCR
S13 3 (("5611535") or US-PGPUB; iOR OFF 2008/11/05
("6241607") or USPAT; 17:29
5 ("20080045323")).PN. USOCR
1S12 0 ("2006/0183534") .URPN. USPAT OR ON 2008/11/05
17:27
1811 44 "463"/$.ccls. and US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2008/11/05
5 (consecutiv$5 with USPAT; 17:25
(identical "same") with USOCR
: (symbol indicia))
8510 48 S9 or S3or St or 82 US-PGPUB; i{OR ON 2008/11/05
USPAT; 16:35
USOCR
1S9 28 S5 or S8 US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2008/11/05
USPAT; 16:32
USOCR
S8 25 (("20060183533") or US-PGPUB; OR OFF 2008/11/05
("20060247002") or USPAT; 16:32
("20070015565") or USOCR
("20050277460") or
("20060247002") or
("20040198486") or
("20060183534") or
("20060166731") or
("20060084498") or
("20060084492") or
("20040053679") or
("20060052155") or
("20080045300") or
("20040043083") or
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"20050043084") or
"20040038726") or
"20040036218") or
"20040026854") or
"20040017041") or
"20040014517") or
"20040012145") or
"5,152,529") or
"5,395,111") or
"5,609,524") or
"5,611,535") or
"5,722,891")).PN.

&7

(

(

(

(

(

(

(

(

(

(

(

(

(("5,152,529") or

("5,395,111") or

("5,609,524") or

("5,611,535") or

("5,722,891")).PN. or

((2006/0183533) or

(2006/0247002) or

(2007/0015565)

(2005/0277460)

(2006/0247002)

(2004/0198486)

(2006/0183534)

(2006/0166731)

(2006/0084498)

(2006/0084492)

(2004/0053679)

(2006/0052155)

(2008/0045300)

(2004/0043083)

(2005/0043084)

(2004/0038726)

(2004/0036218)

(2004/0026854)

(2004/0017041)

(2004/0014517)
)

or
or
or
or
or
or
or
or
or
or
or
or
or
or
or
or
or
or
(2004/0012145)).CCLS

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

OFF

2008/11/05
16:31

27

SAor S5

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

ON

2008/11/05
16:30

("20060287060") or
"20060046830") or
"20040014516") or

(
E
("20040012145")).PN.

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

OFF

2008/11/05
16:30
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24

US-20060183533-$.DID.
OR US-20060247002-$.
DID. OR US-20070015565-
$.DID. OR US-
20050277460-$.DID. OR
US-20040198486-$.DID.
OR US-20060183534-$.
DID. OR US-20060166731-
$.DID. OR US-
20060084498-$.DID. OR
US-20060084492-$.DID.
OR US-20040053679-$.
DID. OR US-20060052155-
$.DID. OR US
20080045300-$.DID. OR
US-20040043083-$.DID.
OR US-20050043084-$.
DID. OR US-20040038726-
$.DID. OR US
20040036218-$.DID. OR
US-20040026854-$.DI D.
OR US-20040017041-$.
DID. OR US-20040014517-
$.DID. OR US
20040012145-$.DID. OR
US-5152529-$.DID. OR US-
5395111-$.DID. OR US-
5609524-$.DID. OR US-
5611535-$.DID.

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

ON

2008/11/05
16:23

14

US-5752881-$.DID. OR US-
5976016-$.DID. OR US-
6309299-$.DID. OR US-
6319124-$.DID. OR US-
6644664-$.DID. OR US-
6663487-$.DID. OR US-
6726204-$.DID. OR US-
6805349-$.DID. OR US-
6880826-$.DID. OR US-
6893018-$.DID. OR US-
6905408-$.DID. OR US-
6910962-$.DID. OR US-
7056213-$.DID. OR US-
7214132-$.DID.

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

ON

2008/11/05
16:22

("6,960,134").PN.

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

OFF

2008/11/05
16:20

S

US-5624119-$.DID. OR US
20050043083-$.DID. OR
US-5807172-$.DID. OR US
6241607-$.DID. OR US-

6896615-$.DID.

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

ON

2008/11/05
16:19
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PTO/SB/08 Equivalent

Application No. 11/299009
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE Filing Date 12-09-2005
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT First N.amed Inventor | Yoshimi, Osamu
Art Unit 3714
(Multiple sheets used when necessary) Examiner Shah, Milap
SHEET 1 OF 1 Attorney Docket No. DUMMES5.006AUS

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

Efr:{?ai]nser ii[tf NumbEr0 c r(??f!néy:; (k/;el;nown) PG?)'{CSS?Y"‘YDYE& Name of Patentee or Applicant Isggszhf}glausrz;;e's- IZEEZY:\?;;
Example: 1,234,567 B1 Figures Appear
1 6,056,642 05-02-2000 Bennett
2 6,227,971 05-08-2001 Weiss
3 6,517,432 02-11-2003 Jaffe
4 6,544,120 04-08-2003 Ainsworth
5 7,479,061 01-20-2009 Okada
6 2003/0027611 02-06-2003 Recard
7 2003/0087687 05-08-2003 Locke et al.
8 2004/0219969 11-04-2004 Casey et al.
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
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Example: JP 1234567 A1 MM-DD-YYYY Relevant Figures Appear

NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS

Examiner | cite | INclude name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS,), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the ;
Initials No. item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue T
number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published.

8190643
120109

Examiner Signature Date Considered

*Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not
in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

T' - Place a check mark in this area when an English language Translation is attached.
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number: 11299009

Filing Date: 09-Dec-2005

Title of Invention: Gaming machine with runs of symbols
First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Osamu Yoshimi

Filer: Michael H. Trenholm/Laurel Weiler
Attorney Docket Number: DUMME55.006AUS

Filed as Large Entity

Utility under 35 USC 111(a) Filing Fees

Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Suz-;'s(tsa)l in
Basic Filing:
Pages:
Claims:

Miscellaneous-Filing:

Petition:

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:

Extension-of-Time:
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Description Fee Code Quantity Amount Sut—;’g(tsa)l in
Miscellaneous:
Submission- Information Disclosure Stmt 1806 1 180 180
Total in USD ($) 180
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 6578576
Application Number: 11299009
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 4736
Title of Invention: Gaming machine with runs of symbols
First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Osamu Yoshimi
Customer Number: 20995
Filer: Michael H. Trenholm/Lori Larson
Filer Authorized By: Michael H. Trenholm
Attorney Docket Number: DUMME55.006AUS

Receipt Date: 04-DEC-2009

Filing Date: 09-DEC-2005

Time Stamp: 18:00:37

Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Payment information:
Submitted with Payment yes
Payment Type Credit Card
Payment was successfully received in RAM $180
RAM confirmation Number 4389
Deposit Account 111410
Authorized User KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON AND BEAR

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.16 (National application filing, search, and examination fees)

Charge any Additional Fees required under 37 C.F.R. Section 1.17 (Patent application and reexamination processing fees)
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File Listing:

Document .. . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
Document Description File Name A . .
Number Message Digest | Part/.zip| (ifappl.)
77282
1 IDS_DUMMES55-006AUS.PDF yes 2
9d4576fc18b627715786a15375d7a05586¢)
e415
Multipart Description/PDF files in .zip description
Document Description Start End
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Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Filed (SB/08) 2 2
Warnings:
Information:
29997
2 Fee Worksheet (PTO-875) fee-info.pdf no 2
3f75987c502565bc30e8f4c36b6d4c41ele3
Warnings:
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Total Files Size (in bytes):i 107279

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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Docket No.: DUMMESS5.006AUS Customer No. 20995

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Applicant @ Osamu Yoshimi

App. No . 11/299,009

Filed . December 9, 2005

For : GAMING MACHINE WITH RUNS OF
SYMBOLS

Examiner : Shah, Milap

Art Unit ;3714

Conf No. o 4736

Mail Stop Amendment
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Sir:

Enclosed for filing in the above-identified application is a PTO/SB/08 Equivalent listing
eight (8) references.

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a final
action and before the mailing of a Notice of Allowance. This Statement is accompanied by the
fees set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p). The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any
additional fees which may be required or to credit any overpayment to Account No. 11-1410.
bmitted,

RTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP

Respectfull
KNOBBE,

Michael H. Trenholm
Registration No. 37,743
Attorney of Record
Customer No. 20995

(951) 781-9231
8190654:1w
120109
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DUMMES5.006AUS PATENT

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Applicant :  Osamu Yoshimi

App. No : 11/299,009

Filed :  December 9, 2005

For :  GAMING MACHINE WITH RUNS OF
SYMBOLS

Examiner :  Milap Shah

Art Unit 1 3714

Conf No. 1 4736

RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION OF FEBRUARY 20, 2009

Mail Stop Amendment
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Sir:

In response to the Office Action of February 20, 2009, please amend the above-captioned
application as follows:

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 2
of this paper.

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 5 of this paper.
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Application No.: 11/299,009
Filing Date: December 9, 2005

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS
1. (Currently Amended) A gaming machine arranged to display a matrix of symbol
containing elements; each column of said matrix comprising a portion of a simulated rotatable

reel of said symbol containing elements; said reel comprising sections of symbol containing

elements wherein said symbols are fixed for each game played on said gaming machine; said reel

including at least one section in which a consecutive run of said symbol containing elements is

populated by an identical symbol; said identical symbol selected anew for each play of a said

said identical symbol selected by spinning of a notional, not-visible, inner reel comprising a sub-
set of said symbol containing elements.

2, (Original) The gaming machine of claim 1 wherein said identical symbol is

selected by a game controller from a subset of available symbols.

3. (Original) The gaming machine of claim 2 wherein each symbol of said subset of
symbois is assigned a probability of selection.

4. (Currently Amended) The gaming machine of claim 1 wherein said matrix of

elements is comprised of five columns and three rows of elements; said five columns being

portions respectively of rotatable reels one, two. three, four and five.

5. (Original) The gaming machine of claim 1 wherein said at least one said reel is a
first left-most reel.

6. (Original) The gaming machine of claim 5 wherein each element of said first left-
most reel other than elements of said at least one consecutive run of elements is populated by a
random selection of said available symbols.

7. (Original) The gaming machine of claim 2 wherein said game controller selects
one potential win element from each said reel.

8. (Original) The gaming machine of claim 7 wherein a prize is awarded to a player
of a game on said gaming machine if a predetermined arrangement of said potential win elements
is displayed on a pre-defined payline of said matrix of elements when a game sequence is

concluded.
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Application No.: 11/299,009
Filing Date: December 9, 2005

9. (Original) The gaming machine of claim 2 wherein elements of each of reels two,
three, four and five are populated with a default random selection of said available symbols.

10.  (Original) The gaming machine of claim 9 wherein each symbol of at least one
pre-defined consecutive run of said elements of each of said reels two, three, four and five is
adapted for potential modification from said default random selection of available symbols to a
said identical symbol.

11.  (Original) The gaming machine of claim 10 wherein said identical symbol is that
symbol populating said consecutive run of elements of a leftwardly adjoining reel.

12.  (Original) The gaming machine of claim 10 wherein, said modification from said
default random selection occurs within any one of said reels two, three, four or five, if a said win
element of a preceding reel coincides with a said element of a consecutive run of elements of said
preceding reel.

13. (Original) The gaming machine of claim 1 wherein each said reel, which includes
said at least one consecutive run of identical symbols, is pre-spun at a relatively slow rate when a
game sequence is initiated.

14. Cancelled.

15.  (Original) The gaming machine of claim 1 wherein said gaming machine is a
single display stand-alone gaming machine.

16. (Original) The gaming machine of claim 1 wherein said gaming machine is a
stand-alone gaming machine provided with an upper secondary display.

17. (Currently Amended) The gaming machine of claim 1 wherein said gaming
machine is one of a plurality of gaming machines linked to a progressive jackpot controller.

18. (Currently Amended) The gaming machine of claim 1 wherein said elements are
N-sided elements; where N is a variable and values of N include [[N=1]] N=3.

19. (Original) The gaming machine of claim 18 wherein said values of N include 4,
5,6,7,8,9,10,11, 12,13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20.

20. (Original) The gaming machine of claim 18 wherein said N-sided elements are
regular hexagons.

21. (Currently Amended) A method for increasing probability of a winning outcome

on a gaming machine; wherein said winning outcome is determined by pre-defined arrangements

3-

High5 Exhibit 1002, Page 151 of 318



Application No.: 11/299,009
Filing Date: December 9, 2005

of symbols displayed in a matrix of elements comprising portions of simulated rotatable reels;
said method including the steps of: '
(a) arranging at least one of said simulated rotatable reels with at least one
consecutive run of elements displaying an identical symbol; said identical symbol
selected from a subset of available symbols,
(b) randomly selecting one element from each one of said simulated rotatable
reels as a potential win element

said at least one consecutive run of elements comprises a section of a said rotatable reel:

remaining symbols of said reel remaining fixed, and wherein said subset of available symbols is

arranged on a notional not-visible inner reel; a said identical symbol selected by rotation of said

notional not-visible inner reel for each play of a game on said gaming machine.

22.  (Original) The method of claim 21 wherein said matrix of elements comprises
three rows and five columns of said elements; said columns comprising portions of said rotatable
reels.

23.  (Original) The method of claim 21 wherein said identical symbol is selected from
a look-up table of said subset of available symbols.

24.  (Original) The method of claim 21 wherein said at least one of said simulated
rotatable reels is a first left-most reel.

25.  (Original) The method of claim 24 wherein all said elements of said reels, except
said at least one consecutive run of elements displaying said identical symbol on said first left-
most reel, display randomly selected symbols from said available symbols.

26.  (Original) The method of claim 24 wherein reels other than said first left-most
reels are each provided with at least one potential consecutive run of elements adapted for
modification from said randomly selected symbols to a said identical symbol.

27.  (Original) The method of claim 26 wherein said modification from said randomly
selected symbols within said potential consecutive run of said reels other than said first left-most
reel, occurs if said potential win element of a leftwardly preceding reel falls within a said

consecutive run of elements of said leftwardly preceding reel.
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REMARKS

In the office action mailed February 20, 2009, the Examiner rejected Claims 9, 10 and 18
under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph, and further rejected pending Claims 1 — 27 as being
anticipated under 35 U.S.C. § 102 or obvious under 35 U.S.C. § 103 in view of the Ainsworth
reference (U.S. Patent No.. 6,604,999), the Yoseloff reference (U.S. Patent No. 6,159,096), the
Aida reference (U.S. Patent Publication No. 2004/0116175) or some combination thereof. By
this paper, the Applicant has amended Claims 1, 4, 18 and 21 to address the §112 issues raised
by the Examiner and to highlight the subject matter that the Applicant thinks is allowable over
the art of record and has further cancelled Claim 14 and amended Claim 17 to address a
grammatical inconsistency.

In the office action, the Examiner objected to Claims 9 and 10 as lacking antecedent
support. By this paper, the Applicant has amended Claim 4 to provide antecedent support for the

b

“each of reels two, three, four and five...”. Further, by this paper, the Applicant has amended
Claim 18 so that N is now equal to 3. Hence, the Applicant submits that the claims as amended
now comply with the requirements of 35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph.

After carefully reviewing the Ainsworth, Yoseloff and Aida reference, the Applicant
submits that none of these references disclose or teach, either by themselves or in combination
with each other, the feature of selecting a run of identical symbols on a reel from a notional, not-
visible, inner reel, for each play of the gaming device (See, e.g., Claim 1 as amended). As
discussed in the specification of the Application as filed, one of the reels has a plurality of
identical symbols formed onto the reel so that the plurality of symbols are selectively visible
thereby enhancing interest in the game by the player by creating a perception of a higher
possibility of winning (See, Paragraph 62). The plurality of symbols are randomly selected from
a notional, but visible, inner reel comprising a subset of the symbol containing elements.

These features are not shown in any of the cited references. More specifically, while
Ainsworth discloses in Figure 3 a consecutive run of the same symbol (three “10”s on a reel)
there is no disclosure of how the run of the same symbols is selected. As such, there is no
teaching of selecting the symbols from a notional, not-visible, inner reel as required by Claim 1

as amended.
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Further, Yoseloff also does not disclose consecutive elements on a reel. The symbols
referred to by the Examiner (references column 3 line 65 to column 4 line 56) are not arranged
consecutively on a section of a single reel but are arranged along a pay line (See, Column 5, line
2) that is distributed across adjoining reels. Further, Yoseloff is selecting the symbols randomly
from a template which does not disclose or teach the notional not-visible rotatable inner reel as
required by Claim 1. Further, Yoseloff also fails to disclose the reels being divided into sections
in which the symbols remain the same for all games and at least one section in which the symbols
are identical which is selected by the game via the notional not-visible rotatable inner reel. As
such, Yoseloff, even if combined with Ainsworth, would still fail to teach Claim 1 as amended.

Similarly, Aida also does not disclose the selection of the identical symbol in the manner
claimed by the Applicant in Claim 1. Aida discloses a random display of elements but is silent as
to the makeup of a particular reel. Further, the symbol displayed in a particular symbol
containing element in the matrix of symbols visible in the display is “based on results of some
internal selection” that is undefined. As such, the selection process of the elements as defined by
Claim 1 is neither disclosed nor taught by the Aida reference.

The Applicant therefore believes that Claim 1, as amended, is allowable over the art of
record. The Applicant believes that Claim 21 defines additional patentable subject matter and is
further allowable for reasons similar to the reasons given above ‘with respect to Claim 1. The
Applicant further submits that the remaining claims define additional patentable subject matter
and are further allowable due to their respective dependencies on Claims 1 and 21.

The Applicant therefore believes the above-captioned application is in condition for
allowance and requests th¢ prompt allowance of the same. Should there be any impediment to
the prompt allowance of this application that could be resolved by a telephone conference, the

Examiner is respectfully requested to call the undersigned at the number shown below.

No Disclaimers or Disavowals

Although the present communication may include alterations to the application or claims,
or characterizations of claim scope or referenced art, Applicant is not conceding in this
application that previously pending claims are not patentable over the cited references. Rather,

any alterations or characterizations are being made to facilitate expeditious prosecution of this

-6-
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application. Applicant reserves the right to pursue at a later date any previously pending or other
broader or narrower claims that capture any subject matter supported by the present disclosure,
including subject matter found to be specifically disclaimed herein or by any prior prosecution.
Accordingly, reviewers of this or any parent, child or related prosecution history shall not
reasonably infer that Applicant has made any disclaimers or disavowals of any subject matter

supported by the present application.

Co-Pending Applications of Assignee

Applicant wishes to draw the Examiner's attention to the following co-pending

applications of the present application's assignee.

Docket No. Serial No. | Title Filed

DUMMESS5.004AUS | 11/193153 | SYMBOL ENHANCEMENT METHOD | 07/29/2005
DOV DA | 11299.099 | T ITIONALLY VISIBLE syMBoLs | 1200972005
DUMMESS 007AUS | 1141377 | GAMING MACHINE WITHMULTIPLE | 0,5¢/200¢
POMMER AT 10583210 |Vt INE AND NeSIDED ELBMENT | 202007

Please charge any additional fees, including any fees for additional extension of time, or
credit overpayment to Deposit Account No. 11-1410.
Respectfully submitted,

KNOBBE, M ENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP

Dated: August 20, 2009 By:

Michael H: Trenholm
Registration No. 37,743
Attorney of Record
Customer No. 20995
(951) 781-9231

7671056:1w/081909

-7-
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Docket No.: DUMMES5.006AUS Customer No. 20995

Applicant
App. No.
Filed

For

Examiner
Art Unit
Conf No.

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Osamu Yoshimi
11/299,009
December 9, 2005

GAMING MACHINE WITH RUNS OF
SYMBOLS

Milap Shah
3714
4736

Mail Stop Amendment
Commissioner for Patents

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Sir:

Enclosed for filing in the above-identified application is a PTO/SB/08 Equivalent listing

nine (9) references to be considered by the Examiner.

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a final

action and before the mailing of a Notice of Allowance. This Statement is accompanied by the

fees set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p). The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any

additional fees which may be required or to credit any ovgrpayment to Account No. 11-1410.

Respectfullfy fubmitted,
KNOBBE, MRRTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP

Dated: 6] m\ M By:

7671366:1w
081909

Michael fﬂ Trenholm
Registration No. 37,743
Attorney of Record
Customer No. 20995
(951) 781-9231
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PTO/SB/08 Equivalent

Application No. 11/299009
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE Filing Date 12-09-2005
ST ATEMENT BY APPLI C ANT First N.amed Inventor | Yoshimi, Osamu
Art Unit 3714
(Multiple sheets used when necessary) Examiner Shah, Milap
SHEET 1 OF 2 Attorney Docket No. | DUMMES55.006AUS
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS
E)I(f:?glr;er crfli;ei Numbl:ro C ;Eznéy;;n (?fel‘('nown) Pl\:l,:/lli-cl:)ag_o\r(lYID\;:\\t(e Name of Patentee or Applicant I’:;g\e/:'n?;!jsns‘ggéls- 'gfz\e,\(:\?;zt
Example: 1,234,567 B1 Figures Appear
1 5,580,055 12-03-1996 Takashi Hagiwara
2 6,517,433 02-11-2003 Loose et al.
3 6,869,357 03-05-2009 Adams et al.
4 7,237,775 07-03-2007 Thomas et al.
5 7,316,395 01-08-2008 Stan Kromydas
6 2002/0123378 09-05-2002 Bucknall et al,
7 2003/0013517 01-16-2003 Bennett et al.
8 2004/0048646 03-11-2004 Martin Visocnik
9 2008/0045323 02-21-2008 Bradley Berman

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS

; . Foreign Patent Document Publication Pages, Columns, Lines
E;(’:;E:Inser ﬁ';e Country Code-Number-Kind Code Date Name: f Ii’ii;enr}tee or Where Relevant Passages or 7!
: Example: JP 1234567 A1 MM-DD-YYYY PP Relevant Figures Appear

NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS

Examiner | Cite | INclude name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the ;
Initials No. item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue T
number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published.

‘| Examiner Signature Date Considered

*Examiner: [nitial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not
in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

T" - Place a check mark in this area when an English language Translation is attached.
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PTO/SB/08 Equivalent

Application No. 11/299009
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE Filing Date 12-09-2005
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT First N.amed Inventor | Yoshimi, Osamu
Art Unit 3714
(Multiple sheets used when necessary) Examiner Shah, Milap
SHEET 2 OF 2 Attorney Docket No. DUMMES5.006AUS

CO-PENDING U.S. PATENT APPLICATIONS COMMONLY OWNED WITH THE PRESENT APPLICATION

present application.

EXAMINER NOTE: Applicant respectfully requests the Examiner to consider whether the claims of any one or more of the
following co-pending U.S. patent applications (which are commonly owned with the present application) create any issues of
double patenting with respect to any of the claims of the present application; and, where relevant, to consider whether the
disclosure of any one or more of the following co-pending applications creates any issues of patentability with respect to any of the
claims of the present application. In addition, Applicant respectfully requests the Examiner to consider whether any listed office
actions issued in the following co-pending applications create any issues of patentability with respect to any of the claims of the

SPECIFICATION, DRAWINGS and CLAIMS: Except where indicated, each of the co-pending applications listed below is stored
in the USPTO’s IFW system. As provided in M.P.E.P. § 609.04(a), copies of the specifications, drawings and claims of these co-

pending applications are not enclosed herewith.
Examiner | Cite ’ Filing Date Date(s) of Office Action(s)
Initials No. Serial No. MM-DD-YYYY Inventor(s) Pub. No. Atty. Docket No. MM-DD-YYYY
11/193,153 7/29/2005 Chan 2007/0015565 DUMMES5.004AUS | OA Dated 03/25/2009
Office Action dated
1/28/2008;
Lo Office Action dated
11/413,707 4/28/2006 Yoshimi 2006/0287060 DUMMES5.007AUS 12/02/2008;
Final Office Action dated
03/16/2009
Office Action dated
12/13/2007;
11/281,258 11/17/2005 Tran 2006/0183533 DUMMES5.002AUS | Office Action dated
6/24/2008;
Final OA dated 02/06/2009
10/583,210 3/26/2007 Quayle 2008/0045300 DUMMES5.008APC | Office Action dated 8/7/2008
11/299,099 12/9/2005 Yoshimi 2006/0247002 DUMMES55.005AUS
7671303:lw
081909

Examiner Signature

Date Considered

*Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not
in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

T' - Place a check mark in this area when an English language Translation is attached.
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number:

11299009

Filing Date:

09-Dec-2005

Title of Invention:

Gaming machine with runs of symbols

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Osamu Yoshimi

Filer:

Michael H. Trenholm/Laurel Weiler

Attorney Docket Number:

DUMMES55.006AUS

Filed as Large Entity

Utility under 35 USC 111(a) Filing Fees

Description

Fee Code Quantity Amount

Sub-Total in
UsD($)

Basic Filing:

Pages:

Claims:

Miscellaneous-Filing:

Petition:

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:

Extension-of-Time:

Extension - 3 months with $0 paid

1253 1 1110
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Miscellaneous:
Submission- Information Disclosure Stmt 1806 1 180 180
Total in USD ($) 1290
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 5925285
Application Number: 11299009
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 4736

Title of Invention:

Gaming machine with runs of symbols

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Osamu Yoshimi

Customer Number:

20995

Filer:

Michael H. Trenholm/Alexandra Benitez

Filer Authorized By:
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Payment information:
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This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKETNO. |  CONFIRMATION NO. |
11/299,009 12/09/2005 Osamu Yoshimi DUMMES5.006AUS 4736
20995 7590 02/20/2009
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2040 MAIN STREET SHAH, MILAP
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The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.
Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the
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Application No. Applicant(s)

11/299,009 YOSHIMI, OSAMU
Office Action Summary Examiner Art Unit

Milap Shah 3714

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS,
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status

1)X] Responsive to communication(s) filed on 09 December 2005.
2a)[] This action is FINAL. 2b)X] This action is non-final.
3)] Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims

4K Claim(s) 1-27 is/are pending in the application.

4a) Of the above claim(s) _____ is/are withdrawn from consideration.
5[] Claim(s) is/are allowed.
6)X] Claim(s) 1-27 is/are rejected.
7] Claim(s) _____is/are objected to.
8)] Claim(s) _____ are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

Application Papers

9)[] The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
10)X] The drawing(s) filed on 09 December 2005 is/are: a)X] accepted or b)[] objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).
11)[] The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152.

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

12)[X] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)~(d) or (f).
a)J Al b)[]Some * ¢)[] None of:
1..X] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2[] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. ______
3.[] Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)

1) IZl Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) D Interview Summary (PTO-413)

2) D Notice of Draftsperson’s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. _____

3) [X] Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5) ] Notice of Informal Patent Application
Paper No(s)/Mail Date 5/15/06, 3/20/08, 924/08. 6) |:| Other:

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20090210
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DETAILED ACTION
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112:

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter
which the applicant regards as his invention.

Claims 9, 10, and 18 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention.

Claims 9 & 10 each recite the limitation "each of reels two, three, four and five...". There is
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim.

Claim 18 recites “where N is a variable and values of N include N=1". It appears that N is the
number of sides to the symbol containing element. If N=1, there appears to be no symbol displayable
within an N-sided element having 1 side (i.e. a point or line). Thus, it is unclear if N=1 is a possible N-
sided symbol containing element. For examination purposes, the Examiner assumes that N=1is a

typographical error and assumes N=6 as depicted in figures 5 and 6.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for

the rejections under this section made in this Office action:

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless —

(b) the invention was patented ot described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country ot in public use ot on sale in this
country, more than one yeat ptior to the date of application for patent in the United States.

Claims 1, 4, 5, 13, 15, 16, 21, 22, & 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by
Ainsworth (U.S. Patent No. 6,604,999).
Examiner Note: In the following rejection, the Examiner has cited particular citations in the

reference as applied to the claims for convenience of the Applicant. Although the specified citations are
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representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to the specific limitations within the individual
claims, other citations and figures may apply as well. Thus, it is respecttully requested that the Applicant, in
ptrepating any response to this communication, fully consider the references in their entirety as potentially
teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passages as taught by the prior
art or disclosed by the Examiner. The Examiner is also required to give claim limitations their broadest
reasonable interpretation in light of the ordinary level of skill in the respective art.
Claims 1 & 21: Ainsworth discloses the same invention including a gaming machine arranged to
display a mattix of symbol containing elements (figures 3-6), each column of the matrix comprising
a portion of a simulated rotatable reel of the symbol containing elements (column 2, lines 43-48),
and wherein each of the symbol containing elements of at least one consecutive run of the symbols
containing elements of at least one reel is caused to display an identical symbol (column 3, lines 30-
34 and figures 3-6, where at least one reel in figures 3-6 shows three consecutive identical
elements).

Regarding claim 21, a method of operating the gaming machine above, includes the steps
of: arranging at least one of the simulated rotatable reels with at least one consecutive run of
elements displaying an identical symbol, the identical symbol is one of a subset of symbols on the
reels (Id.) and randomly selecting one element from each of the simulated rotatable reels as a
potential win element (i.e. a random spin of symbols as shown in figures 3-6; see also abstract).
Claims 4 & 22: Ainsworth discloses a matrix having five columns and three rows (figures 3-6).
Claims 5 & 24: Ainsworth discloses that "at least one reel" includes consecutive identical symbols,
such as shown in figures 3-6, where at least reel #3, #4, and #5 have consecutive identical

symbols, thus, it appears Ainsworth anticipates any the reels to have consecutive identical symbols,
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while merely showing an example in figures 3-6, where the left-most reel is implicitly included in
“at least one reel”.

Claim 13: Ainsworth discloses spinning the reels when a game sequence is initiated, which broadly
appears to encompass spinning the reel having the consecutive identical symbols at a “relatively
slow rate” with insufficient specificity (column 1, lines 44-45).

Claims 15 & 16: Ainsworth discloses the gaming machine is a single [video] display stand-alone
gaming machine (figure 1[display 14]), having at least an upper secondary [artwork] display (figure

1[display 28]).

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness

rejections set forth in this Office action:

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of
this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter
as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made.

Claims 2, 3, 6-12, 23, & 25-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over
Ainsworth, as applied to claims 1, 4, 5, 13, 15, 16, 21, 22, & 24, where applicable, in view of Yoseloft (U.S.
Patent No. 6,159,096).

Claims 2, 3, 6, 9-12, 23, & 25-27: Ainsworth discloses the invention substantially as claimed

except for explicitly disclosing methods for assigning symbols to reels, such as by the game

controller selecting the identical symbol or other symbols randomly from a subset of available
symbols. It appears that such a process is cartied out by the game designer in preparing the reel
game, however, Yoseloff disclose a dynamic method of defining templates for use in virtual or

simulated reel games, where a template is assigned a subset of game symbols from a set of available
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game symbols based on probabilities of being selected, and further where the reel game and
gaming machine are configured to utilize a defined template (tigure 2 and column 3, line 65 —
column 4, line 46, where Yoseloff explicitly discloses a subset of game symbols from a complete
set of game symbols is selected and assigned to each outcome template). In view of such teachings,
it appears an obvious matter of design choice based on a defined template to assign a portion of a
reel the consecutive identical symbols, then assign the remainder of the reel and/or other reels a
random distribution of game symbols selected from an available set of symbols based on the
probability of selection as discussed by Yoseloft. In view of Yoseloff, a combination of Ainsworth
and Yoseloff contemplates the reels are adapted for modification based on updating a template,
such that a portion of any reel may be changed from the default selection of available symbols to
an identical symbol in manner where Yoseloft discloses that certain positions, such as active
positional elements may be filled first, thus, specifically modifying a portion of a reel to a specified
consecutive run of symbols appears obvious (column 10, lines 8-13). In view of Yoseloff and
regards to claims 11 and 12, it appears that modifying the template or the reel strips based on a
game event, such modifying a leftwardly adjoining reel or a win element of a preceding reel
coinciding with the element of a consecutive run of elements of the preceding reel, would be an
obvious matter of design choice as to when to modify the default random selection of the portion
of the particular reel to the consecutive identical symbols via the positional flags disclosed by
Yoseloff.

Claims 7 & 8: Ainsworth discloses that the game controller selects one potential win element
from each of the reels and awards a prize to a player of the game if a predetermined arrangement
of the potential win elements are displayed on a pre-detined payline of the matrix of elements

when the game sequence is concluded (abstract, figure 7, and column 2, lines 15-24).
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Claims 14 & 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ainsworth, as
applied to claims 1, 4, 5, 13, 15, 16, 21, 22, & 24, where applicable.
Claim 14: Ainsworth discloses the invention substantially as claimed except for explicitly
disclosing that all the symbols of all elements of at least one reel are identical. Nonetheless, it
appears that given the teaching of providing consecutive same symbols in a reel would further
leads to a mere matter of design choice for purposes of the game being played to expand from
consecutive identical symbols on a portion of the reel to the entire reel. It appears that such
expanding leads to expected results of a reel strip containing all same identical symbols. For at least
this reason, it would have been an obvious matter of design choice to one of ordinary skill in the
art at the time the invention was made to modify Ainsworth such that an entire reel contained
identical symbols for various purposes within the reel game being played (i.e. to increase
probability of a win in response to a trigger, a bonus, or the like).
Claim 17: Ainsworth discloses the invention substantially as claimed except for explicitly
disclosing the gaming machine is linked to a progressive jackpot controller. Nonetheless, a bank of
gaming machines or the like linked to a progressive jackpot controller is notoriously well known in
the art requiring mere routine skill to implement the gaming machine of Ainsworth as a gaming
machine linked to a progressive jackpot controller. The Examiner asserts that such is notoriously
well known in the art and will provide a teaching reference if requested by the Applicant, however,
it appears rather clear that progressive linked gaming machines have been known in the art for
many years. To implement a gaming machine onto a progressive server, nothing with respect to
the game play changes. It appears that certain monies inserted into the gaming machine would
need to be divided between an amount dedicated for a progressive pool, while the remaining

portion is revenue for the gaming operator and further used to fund stand-alone payouts on the
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gaming machine. In view of such known teachings, it would have been prima facie obvious to one of
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to implement the gaming machine of

Ainsworth as one of a plurality of gaming machines linked to a progtressive jackpot controller.

Claims 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ainsworth, as applied
to claims 1, 4, 5, 13, 15, 16, 21, 22, & 24, where applicable, in view of Aida (U.S. Patent Application
Publication No. 2004/0116175).

Claims 18-20: Ainsworth discloses the invention substantially as claimed except for explicitly

disclosing the symbol containing elements are N-sided elements, such that N is variable, including

such values as N=4 through N=20. However, Aida, in analogous invention directed to a gaming
machine having a spinning reel game, discloses the symbol containing elements are polygons, such
as hexagons, squates, and the like (figure 8 and paragraphs 0013-0014). Regardless of the specific

game play disclosed by Aida, the display matrix of symbols explicitly shows the use of polygons. A

polygon is an N-side element which may have a number of sides, such as where N=4 through

N=20 as claimed. Further, it appears that the shape of the symbol containing element is a mere

matter of design choice directed to aesthetics, versus functional relevance of the shape of the

symbol containing element. It appears that if the shape is a square, a hexagon, or any other

polygon formed by N=4 through N=20, no change to the respective reel game occurs, that is, a

pre-defined win lines with a random distribution of symbols remains. For at least these reasons, it

would have been prima facie obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention
was made to modify the generic squate shaped symbol containing elements of Ainsworth with
more aesthetically appealing polygon shaped symbol containing elements as taught by Aida for at

least the purpose of aesthetics.
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Conclusion

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure.
The Applicant is directed to the attached “Notice of References Cited” for additional relevant prior art.
The Applicant is requested to review each reference as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed
invention.

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should
be directed to Milap Shah whose telephone number is (571) 272-1723. The examiner can normally be
reached on M-F: 9:30AM-6:00PM.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s supervisor, John
Hotaling can be reached on (571) 272-4437. The fax phone number for the organization where this
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pait-direct.uspto.gov.
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Setvice
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR

CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

/MBS/

/Scott E. Jones/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3714
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SHEET 2 OF 3 Attornex Docket No. DUMMES5.006AUS
AL REFERERCES CONSIDERED EXCERFT WHERE TINED THROUGH MBS/

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

E;‘;{E{‘:r %if Numbg)r0 c f(?;znéy;;n (?fe I:nown) P&m{(gg?fﬁe Name of Patentee or Applicant ::Igs:h?;gj:;:;éls_lgfzgg\farit
Example: 1,234,567 B1 Figures Appear
30 5,752,881 05-1998 Inoue, Haruo \
31 5,976,016 11-1999 Moody et al. \
32 6,309,299 10-2001 Weiss, Steven A. \
33 6,319,124 11-2001 Baerlocher et al. \
34 6,644,664 11-2003 Muir et al. \
35 6,663,487 12-2003 Ladner, Desmond C. \
36 6,726,204 04-2004 Inoue, Haruo \
37 6,805,349 10-2004 Baerlocher et al. \
38 6,880,826 04-2005 Inoue, Haruo \
39 6,893,018 05-2005 Inoue, Haruo \
40 6,905,408 06-2005 Inoue, Haruo \
4 6,910,962 06-2005 Marks et al. \
42 7,056,213 06-2006 Ching et al. \
43 7,214,132 05-2007 Inoue, Haruo N\
44 7,311,602 12-2007 Inoue, Haruo
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
ccamier | cte | g, e ErenDoemet [ Pcen | vameopaemor | oSl
Example: JP 1234567 A1 MM-DD-YYYY Relevant Figures Appear
45 JP 2002-325881 11-12-2002 | Takasago ELItedctnc Ind Co. \
46 JP 2003-236055 08-26-2003 Sami KK \
47 AU 768153 01-31-2002 | Aristocrat Ledchnologies

NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS
Examiner | Cite | Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the

Initials | No. item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, efc.), date, page(s), volume-issue T
number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published.
43 Office Action of 12/13/2007 for Appl. No. 11/281,258 (Atty. Docket No. DUMMES55.002AUS) \
Response to Office Action of 12/13/2007 for Appl. No. 11/281,258 dated 3/13/08 (Atty. Docket No. EE
49| DUMMES5.002AUS)

ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /MBS/
0271072009

TTap SHan

Examiner Signature Date Considered

*Examiner: [nitial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not
in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

T" - Place a check mark in this area when an English language Translation is attached.
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Receipt date: 03/20/2008

11299009 - GAU: 3714

PTO/SB/08 Equivalent

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT

Application No.

11/299,009

Filing Date

December 9, 2005

First Named Inventor | Osamu Yoshimi

Art Unit

3714

(Multiple sheets used when necessary)

Examiner

Milap Shah

SHEET 3 OF 3

Attorney Docket No. DUMMESS.006AUS

ALL HEFERENUEDS VUNSIUERED EAUER T WHIRE LINCL TRRUUGH. TVEY/

NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS

Examiner
Initials

Cite
No.

Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the ;
item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue T
number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published.

50

(corresponding to Atty Docket DUMMES55.008APC)

International Search Report on Patentability for PCT Application No. PCT/AU2004/001767 \
)

51

Office Action of 1/28/2008 for Appl No. 11/413,707 (Atty Docket No. DUMMES5.007AUS)

ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. /MBS/

ALL REFERENCES CONSIDERED EXCEPT WHERE LINED THROUGH. MBS/

Examiner Signature

/VHap shah/
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T' - Place a check mark in this area when an English language Translation is attached.
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EAST Search History

EAST Search History

Ref # {Hits {Search Query DBs Default Plurals {Time Stamp
Operator

S99 0 S96 and yoseloff.in. US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/02/10
USPAT; 14:01

! JFO

S98 23 1897 not S96 US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/02/10
USPAT; 13:59
USOCR

S97 26 {(US-20040266520-$ or US- {US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/02/10

: 20080045323-$ or US- USPAT; 13:59

20070270203-$ or US JPO
20040072610-$ or US-
20020039920-$ or US-
20040058727-$ or US-
20040116175-$).did. or
(US-6644664-$ or US-
6120378-$ or US-6908381-
$ or US-5722891-$ or US
5209479-$ or US-6464581-
$ or US-6439993-$ or US-
7331858-$ or US-6241607-
$ or US-6796903-$ or US
6547663-$ or US-6932700-
$ or US-6394902-$ or US
5456465-$ or US-5984781-
$ or US-6604999-$ or US-
14448419-$ or US-6159096-
$).did. or (JP-2002325881-

! $).did.

S96 43 S92 or S93 or S94 or 95 US-PGPUB; :OR ON 2009/02/10
! USPAT; 13:58

: USOCR

$95 15 {US-5752881-$.DID. OR US-PGPUB; ‘{OR ON 2009/02/10
US-5976016-$.DID. OR USPAT; 13:58

US-6309299-$.DID. OR USOCR
US-6319124-$.DID. OR
US-6644664-$.DID. OR
US-6663487-$.DID. OR
US-6726204-$.DID. OR
US-6805349-$.DID. OR
US-6880826-$.DID. OR
US-6893018-$.DID. OR
US-6905408-$.DID. OR
US-6910962-$.DID. OR
US-7056213-$.DID. OR
US-7214132-$.DID. OR
US-7311602-$.DID.
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EAST Search History

=

28

S92 or S93

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

ON

2009/02/10
13:58

("20060247002").PN.

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

OFF

2009/02/10
13:58

28

US-20060183533-$.DID.
OR US-20060247002-$.
DID. OR US-20070015565-
$.DID. OR US
20060287060-$.DID. OR
US-20050277460-$.DID.
OR US-20040198486-$.
DID. OR US-20060183534-
$.DID. OR US-
20060166731-$.DID. OR
US-20060084498-$.DID.
OR US-20060084492-$.
DID. OR US-20040053679-
$.DID. ORUS
20060052155-$.DID. OR
US-20060046830-$.DID.
OR US-20080045300-$.
DID. OR US-20040043083-
$.DID. OR US
20050043084-$.DID. OR
US-20040038726-$.DID.
OR US-20040036218-$.
DID. OR US-20040026854-
$.DID. OR US-
20040017041-$.DID. OR
US-20040014517-$.DID.
OR US-20040014516-$.
DID. OR US-20040012145-
$.DID. OR US-5152529-$.
DID. OR US-5395111-$.
DID. OR US-5609524-$.
DID. OR US-5611535-$.
DID. OR US-5722891-$.
DID.

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

ON

2009/02/10
13:58

24

"463"/$.ccls. and ((symbol
indicia) with hexagon)

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

ON

2009/02/10
13:30

19

(select$3 with (indicia
symbol) with (simulat$3
virtual) with reel) same
probability

US-PGPUB;:
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

ON

2009/02/10
12:26

138

select$3 with (indicia
symbol) with (simulat$3
virtual) with reel

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

ON

2009/02/10
12:25
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EAST Search History

iS88 43 1S820r S83 or B4 or 87 {US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/02/10
: USPAT; 11:59
; USOCR
1887 15 {US-5752881-$.DID. OR US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/02/10
US-5976016-$.DID. OR USPAT; 11:58

US-6309299-$.DID. OR USOCR

US-6319124-$.DID. OR

US-6644664-$.DID. OR

US-6663487-$.DID. OR

US-6726204-$.DID. OR

US-6805349-$.DID. OR

US-6880826-$.DID. OR

US-6893018-$.DID. OR

US-6905408-$.DID. OR

US-6910962-$.DID. OR

US-7056213-$.DID. OR

US-7214132-$.DID. OR
: US-7311602-$.DID.
1386 28 1S82 or S84 US-PGPUB; :OR ON 2009/02/10
USPAT; 11:58
; USOCR
1885 1 ("20040198486").PN. US-PGPUB; '{OR OFF 2009/02/10
USPAT; 11:58
! USOCR
S84 28 1S82 or S83 US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/02/10
: USPAT; 11:57
: USOCR
1883 1 ("20060247002").PN. US-PGPUB; OR OFF 2009/02/10
USPAT; 11:57
: USOCR
1882 28 {US-20060183533-$.DID.  {US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/02/10
OR US-20060247002-$. USPAT; 11:55

DID. OR US-20070015565- \USOCR

$.DID. OR US

20060287060-$.DID. OR

US-20050277460-$.DID.

OR US-20040198486-$.

DID. OR US-20060183534-

$.DID. OR US

20060166731-$.DID. OR

US-20060084498-$.DID.

OR US-20060084492-%.

DID. OR US-20040053679-

$.DID. OR US

20060052155-$.DID. OR

US-20060046830-$.DID.

OR US-20080045300-%.

DID. OR US-20040043083-

$.DID. OR US

20050043084-$.DID. OR

US-20040038726-$.DID.
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EAST Search History

OR US-20040036218-$.
DID. OR US-20040026854-
$.DID. OR US
20040017041-$.DID. OR
US-20040014517-$.DID.
OR US-20040014516-$.
DID. OR US-20040012145-
$.DID. OR US-5152529-$.
DID. OR US-5395111-$.
DID. OR US-5609524-$.
DID. OR US-5611535-$.
DID. OR US-5722891-$.
! DID.
1S81 6 US-5624119-$.DID. OR US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/02/10
! US-20050043083-$.DID.  {USPAT; 11:54
OR US-5807172-$.DID. USOCR
OR US-6241607-$.DID.
OR US-6896615-$.DID.
: OR US-6960134-3$.DID.
1880 104 {((simulat$3 virtual$3) with {US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/02/10
reel with (random$3) with {USPAT; 10:12
(creat$3 select$3 assign USOCR
$3 populat$4)) and ("463"/
: $.ccls. or "273"/$.ccls.)
S79 0 ({(simulat$3 virtual$3) with {US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/02/10
! reel with (dynamic$3) USPAT; 10:11
with (populat$3 creat$3 USOCR
select$3)) and ("463"/$.
: ccls. or "273"/$.ccls.)
S78 1246 |((simulat$3 virtual$3) with {US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/02/10
reel with (dynamic$3)) USPAT; 10:11
and ("463"/$.ccls. or USOCR
! "273"/$.ccls.)
877 11 ((simulat$3 virtual$3) with {US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/02/10
reel).ti. and ("463"/$.ccls. {USPAT; 10:10
: or "273"/$.ccls.) USOCR
S76 0 ("2002065124").PN. US-PGPUB; iOR OFF 2009/02/10
USPAT; 10:05
: USOCR
875 2 (("5611535") or US-PGPUB; iOR OFF 2009/02/10
("6604999")).PN. USPAT; 10:00
: USOCR
1574 1 ("4,836,546").PN. US-PGPUB; iOR OFF 2009/02/10
USPAT; 09:46
: USOCR
S73 0 ("2006/0183534").URPN.  {USPAT OR ON 2009/02/10
! 09:37
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EAST Search History

872 2 "463"/$.ccls. and (random {US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/02/10
! $3 with populat$3 with USPAT; 09:35
; reel) USOCR
1S71 66  {("4695053" | "4991848" | US-PGPUB; :OR ON 2009/02/09
"5152529" | "5393061" | {USPAT; 17:57
"5395111" | "5449173" | {USOCR
"5456465" | "5611535" |
"5722891" | "5775692" |
"5876284" | "5980384" |
"5984781" | "5984782" |
"5997401" | "6056642" |
"6059289" | "6089977" |
"6102798" | "6126541" |
"6126542" | "6142873" |
"6142874" | "6142875" |
"D400597").PN. OR
: ("6394902").URPN.
1870 1 ("6394902").PN. US-PGPUB; iOR OFF 2009/02/09
USPAT; 17:56
: USOCR
%69 0 ("2006/0183534").URPN.  {USPAT OR ON 2009/02/09
17:53
1S58 14 {("463"/$.ccls. or "273"/$. {US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/02/09
: ccls.) and ((duplicat$3 USPAT; 17:53
chang$3 replac$3 modif USOCR
$4) with consecutiv$3
! with (indicia symbol))
887 198 {(modif$5 chang$3 updat  {US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/02/09
$3 upgrad$3 alter$3 replac {USPAT; 17:49
$3 duplicat$3) with USOCR
(indicia symbol element
object) with (virtual
! simulat$3) with reel
166 168 1S62 not (S64 or S65) US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/02/09
USPAT; 17:47
; USOCR
865 69 1862 and (increas$3 with  {US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/02/09
probability) USPAT; 17:43
: USOCR
S64 9 $62 and ((indicia symbol) {US-PGPUB; :{OR ON 2009/02/09
with (run consecutiv$3))  {USPAT; 17:43
: USOCR
%83 0 S62 and (identical with US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/02/09
(indicia symbol) with (run {USPAT; 17:43
: consecutiv$3)) USOCR
1862 1245 61 and ("463"/$.ccls. or  {US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/02/09
"273"/$.ccls.) USPAT; 17:43
USOCR
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EAST Search History

S61 250 idynamic$4 with (virtual US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/02/09

: simulated) with reel USPAT; 17:42

: USOCR

S60 127  idynamic$4 with (virtual USPAT OR ON 2009/02/09

simulated) with reel 17:42

S59 1 ("2002/0039920").URPN.  {USPAT OR ON 2009/02/09

17:26

S58 20  ("463"/$.ccls. or "273"/$.  {US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/02/09

: ccls.) and reel with strip USPAT; 17:22

: with map$3 USOCR

S57 196 ("463"/$.ccls. or "273"/$. {US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2009/02/09

: ccls.) and reel with map$3 {USPAT; 17:22

USOCR

S56 8 ("3580581" | "4448419" | US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/02/09

"4711451" | "5630753" |  {USPAT; 17:20
"5902184").PN. OR USOCR

: ("6796903").URPN.

S55 4 (reel with strip) same US-PGPUB; :OR ON 2009/02/09

! (increas$3 with USPAT; 16:43

; probability) USOCR

S54 0 (reel with strip) same US-PGPUB; ‘{OR ON 2009/02/09

(increas$3 with USPAT; 16:43
probability) same USOCR

(identical)

S53 6 (reel with strip) same US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2009/02/09

: ({(multiple plurality) with USPAT; 16:42
identical with (indicia USOCR

5 symbol element object))

S52 30  ireel with duplicat$5 with  \US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/02/09

(indicia symbol) USPAT; 16:40

USOCR

S51 1 reel with replac$3 with US-PGPUB; OR ON 2009/02/09

identical with (indicia USPAT; 16:40

symbol) USOCR

S50 4 reel with upgrad$3 with US-PGPUB; :OR ON 2009/02/09

: (bonus feature trigg$3) USPAT; 16:39

: USOCR

i$49 7 ireel with consecutiv$3 US-PGPUB; \OR ON 2009/02/09

with identical USPAT; 16:38

USOCR

$48 131 847 and 463/16-22.ccls.  {US-PGPUB; OR ON 2008/11/05

USPAT; 20:59

USOCR
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EAST Search History

$47 315 "463"/$.ccls. and ((convert {US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2008/11/05
: $3 chang$3 alter$3 modif {USPAT; 20:59
$3) with (adjacent$3 USOCR
next) with (symbol indicia
; element position))
$46 2 KHOSLA.in. and "463"/$. {US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2008/11/05
ccls. USPAT; 19:55
: USOCR
45 207 {KHOSLA.in. US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2008/11/05
USPAT; 19:55
: USOCR
S44 1 ("2002325881").PN. JPO OR OFF 2008/11/05
19:03
$43 1 ("2001134916").PN. JPO OR OFF 2008/11/05
19:03
S$42 29  iS39 and (slot symbol US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2008/11/05
indicia) USPAT; 19:00
: USOCR
SA 14 {S39 and (slot symbol USPAT OR ON 2008/11/05
indicia) 19:00
$40 41 ("5209479").URPN. USPAT OR ON 2008/11/05
18:55
SB39 {78 "463"/$.ccls. and US-PGPUB; :OR ON 2008/11/05
(kinoshita.in. takahashi.in. {USPAT; 18:52
: miyaya.in.) USOCR
S38 10 {("4037845" | "5722891" | US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2008/11/05
: "5997401" | "6186894" |  {USPAT; 18:27
"6220959" | "6241607" | {USOCR
"6270412" | "6394902" |
"6413162" | "6471208").
PN.
837 17 {(every each) with US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2008/11/05
(symbol indicia) with (reel {USPAT; 18:16
strip) with ("same" USOCR
: identical))
k6 0 (all with (symbol indicia)  {US-PGPUB; OR ON 2008/11/05
: with (reel strip) with USPAT; 18:16
("same" identical)) USOCR
S35 11 "463"/$.ccls. and (expand US-PGPUB; :OR ON 2008/11/05
$3 with (symbol indicia) USPAT; 18:14
with (consecutiv$3 USOCR
adjacent$3 next))
S34 118 S83 and 463/16-22.ccls.  {US-PGPUB; OR ON 2008/11/05
USPAT; 18:11
USOCR
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High5 Exhibit 1002, Page 189 of 318




EAST Search History

iS33 {139 S23 not (S32 S19) US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2008/11/05
: USPAT: 18:10
; USOCR
1S32 148 S310r S26 or S24 or 25 {US-PGPUB; \OR ON 2008/11/05
USPAT: 18:10
; USOCR
31 28 1S29 or S30 US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2008/11/05
USPAT:; 18:10
E USOCR
iS30 25 (("20060183533") or US-PGPUB; {OR OFF 2008/11/05
: ("20060247002") or USPAT; 18:10
("20070015565") or USOCR
("20050277460") or
("20060247002") or
("20040198486") or
("20060183534") or
("20060166731") or
("20060084498") or
("20060084492") or
("20040053679") or
("20060052155") or
("20080045300") or
("20040043083") or
("20050043084") or
("20040038726") or
("20040036218") or
("20040026854") or
("20040017041") or
("20040014517") or
("20040012145") or
("5,152,529") or
("5,395,111") or
("5,609,524") or
("5,611,535") or
5 ("5,722,891")).PN
29 27 27 or 28 US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2008/11/05
USPAT: 18:10
5 USOCR
284 {(("20060287060") or US-PGPUB; {OR OFF  2008/11/05
("20060046830") or USPAT; 18:10
("20040014516") or USOCR
("20040012145")).PN.

file:///Cl/Documents%20and %20Settings/mshah3/My%20Do...009/EASTSearchHistory.11299009_AccessibleVersion.htm (8 of 13)2/10/2009 2:32:46 PM
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EAST Search History

24

US-20060183533-$.DID.
OR US-20060247002-$.
DID. OR US-20070015565-
$.DID. OR US
20050277460-$.DID. OR
US-20040198486-$.DID.
OR US-20060183534-$.
DID. OR US-20060166731-
$.DID. OR US-
20060084498-$.DID. OR
US-20060084492-$.DID.
OR US-20040053679-$.
DID. OR US-20060052155-
$.DID. OR US-
20080045300-$.DID. OR
US-20040043083-$.DID.
OR US-20050043084-$.
DID. OR US-20040038726-
$.DID. OR US-
20040036218-$.DID. OR
US-20040026854-$.DID.
OR US-20040017041-$.
DID. OR US-20040014517-
$.DID. OR US-
20040012145-$.DID. OR
US-5152529-$.DID. OR
US-5395111-$.DID. OR
US-5609524-$.DID. OR
US-5611535-$.DID.

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

ON

2008/11/05
18:10

14

US-5752881-$.DID. OR
US-5976016-$.DID. OR
US-6309299-$.DID. OR
US-6319124-$.DID. OR
US-6644664-$.DID. OR
US-6663487-$.DID. OR
US-6726204-$.DID. OR
US-6805349-$.DID. OR
US-6880826-$.DID. OR
US-6893018-$.DID. OR
US-6905408-$.DID. OR
US-6910962-$.DID. OR
US-7056213-$.DID. OR
US-7214132-$.DID.

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

ON

2008/11/05
18:10

("6,960,134").PN.

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

OFF

2008/11/05
18:10

US-5624119-$.DID. OR
US-20050043083-$.DID.
OR US-5807172-$.DID.
OR US-6241607-$.DID.
OR US-6896615-$.DID.

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

ON

2008/11/05
18:10
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1237 H4a 21 or S22 USPGPUB; 1OR ON 12008/11/05
! USPAT; 18:10
: USOCR
S22 82 {"463"/$.ccls. and ((reel US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2008/11/05
strip wheel) with (symbol {USPAT; 18:10
indicia) with (identical USOCR
"same" cop$3 copy$3
duplicat$3 mirror$3) with
: (adjacent$3))
S21 87 {"463"/$.ccls. and ((reel US-PGPUB; i{OR ON 2008/11/05
strip wheel) with (symbol {USPAT; 18:10
indicia) with (identical USOCR
"same" cop$3 copy$3
duplicat$3 mirror$3) with
: (consecutiv$3 row$3))
S20 35 S19not S18 US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2008/11/05
USPAT; 17:57
: USOCR
S19 b5 463/16-22.ccls. and US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2008/11/05
((duplicat$s mirror$3 cop  {USPAT; 17:57
$3 copy$3) with (symbol  {USOCR
! indicia) with (reel strip))
S18 23 1463/16-22.ccls. and ((copy {US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2008/11/05
: $3 mirro$3) with (symbol {USPAT; 17:54
indicia) with (position USOCR
; reel))
S17 14 {("6120378" | "6123333" | {US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2008/11/05
"6126542" | "6173955" |  {USPAT; 17:52
"6213876" | "6336860"). {USOCR
PN. OR ("6644664").
; URPN.
S16 1 ("6644664").PN. US-PGPUB; iOR OFF 2008/11/05
: USPAT; 17:49
; USOCR
815 2 (("5976016") or US-PGPUB; iOR OFF 2008/11/05
: ("5624119")).PN. USPAT; 17:46
; USOCR
S14 b ("5611535" | "5807172" | US-PGPUB; OR ON 2008/11/05
"6241607" | "6896615" |  {USPAT; 17:41
: "6960134").PN. USOCR
S13 3 (("5611535") or US-PGPUB; OR OFF 2008/11/05
! ("6241607") or USPAT; 17:29
: ("20080045323")).PN. USOCR
S12 0 ("2006/0183534").URPN.  {USPAT OR ON 2008/11/05
17:27

file:///Cl/Documents%20and %20Settings/mshah3/My%20D...09/EASTSearchHistory.11299009_AccessibleVersion.htm (10 of 13)2/10/2009 2:32:46 PM
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EAST Search History

44

"463"/$.ccls. and
(consecutiv$5 with
(identical "same") with
(symbol indicia))

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

ON

2008/11/05
17:25

10

48

S9 or S3 or St or 2

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

ON

2008/11/05
16:35

28

$6 or S8

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

ON

2008/11/05
16:32

25

(("20060183533") or
("20060247002") or
("20070015565") or
("20050277460") or
("20060247002") or
("20040198486") or
("20060183534") or
("20060166731") or
("20060084498") or
("20060084492") or
("20040053679") or
("20060052155") or
("20080045300") or
("20040043083") or
("20050043084") or
("20040038726") or
("20040036218") or
("20040026854") or
("20040017041") or
("20040014517") or
("20040012145") or
("5,152,529") or
("5,395,111") or
("5,609,524") or
("5,611,535") or
("5,722,891")).PN.

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

OFF

2008/11/05
16:32

(("5,152,529") or
("5,395,111") or
("5,609,524") or
("5,611,535") or
("5,722,891")).PN. or
((2006/0183533) or
(2006/0247002) or
(2007/0015565) or
(2005/0277460) or
(2006/0247002) or
(2004/0198486) or
(2006/0183534) or
(2006/0166731) or
(2006/0084498) or
(2006/0084492) or
(2004/0053679) or

US-PGPUB;
USPAT;
USOCR

OR

OFF

2008/11/05
16:31

file:///Cl/Documents%20and %20Settings/mshah3/My%20D...09/EASTSearchHistory.11299009_AccessibleVersion.htm (11 of 13)2/10/2009 2:32:46 PM
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EAST Search History

$.DID. ORUS
20050277460-$.DID. OR
US-20040198486-$.DID.
OR US-20060183534-$.
DID. OR US-20060166731-
$.DID. OR US
20060084498-$.DID. OR
US-20060084492-$.DID.
OR US-20040053679-$.
DID. OR US-20060052155-
$.DID. OR US-
20080045300-$.DID. OR
US-20040043083-$.DID.
OR US-20050043084-$.
DID. OR US-20040038726-
$.DID. OR US
20040036218-$.DID. OR
US-20040026854-$.DID.
OR US-20040017041-$.
DID. OR US-20040014517-
$.DID. OR US-
20040012145-$.DID. OR
US-5152529-$.DID. OR
US-5395111-$.DID. OR
US-5609524-$.DID. OR
US-5611535-$.DID.

(2006/0052155) or
(2008/0045300) or
(2004/0043083) or
(2005/0043084) or
(2004/0038726) or
(2004/0036218) or
(2004/0026854) or
(2004/0017041) or
(2004/0014517) or
(2004/0012145)).CCLS.
6 27 $AorSH US-PGPUB; OR ON 2008/11/05
USPAT; 16:30
USOCR
S5 4 (("20060287060") or US-PGPUB; iOR OFF 2008/11/05
("20060046830") or USPAT; 16:30
("20040014516") or USOCR
("20040012145")).PN.
4 24 US-20060183533-$.DID. US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2008/11/05
OR US-20060247002-$. USPAT; 16:23
DID. OR US-20070015565- {USOCR

file:///Cl/Documents%20and %20Settings/mshah3/My%20D...09/EASTSearchHistory.11299009_AccessibleVersion.htm (12 of 13)2/10/2009 2:32:46 PM
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EAST Search History

1S3 14 {US-5752881-$.DID. OR US-PGPUB; iOR ON 2008/11/05
US-5976016-$.DID. OR USPAT; 16:22
US-6309299-$.DID. OR USOCR
US-6319124-$.DID. OR
US-6644664-$.DID. OR
US-6663487-$.DID. OR
US-6726204-$.DID. OR
US-6805349-$.DID. OR
US-6880826-$.DID. OR
US-6893018-$.DID. OR
US-6905408-$.DID. OR
US-6910962-$.DID. OR
US-7056213-$.DID. OR
US-7214132-$.DID.

S2 1 ("6,960,134").PN. US-PGPUB; iOR OFF 2008/11/05
; USPAT: 16:20
USOCR

St 5 US-5624119-$.DID. OR US-PGPUB; {OR ON 2008/11/05
US-20050043083-$.DID.  {USPAT; 16:19

OR US-5807172-$.DID. USOCR
OR US-6241607-$.DID.
OR US-6896615-$.DID.

2/10/2009 2:32:32 PM
C:\ Documents and Settings\ mshah3\ My Documents\ EAST\ Workspaces\ 11299009.w sp
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Docket No.: DUMMES55.006AUS

Customer No. 20,995

Applicant
App. No
Filed

For

Examiner

Art Unit

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Yoshimi et al.
11/299,009
December 9, 2005

GAMING MACHINE WITH RUNS OF

SYMBOLS
Milap Shah

3714

Mail Stop Amendment
Commissioner for Patents

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Sir:

Enclosed for filing in the above-identified application is a PTO/SB/08 Equivalent listing

six (6) references to be considered by the Examiner.

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the receipt of a first Office

Action on the merits, and presumably no fee is required. If a first Office Action on the merits

was mailed before the mailing date of this Statement, the Commissioner is authorized to charge

s ]| 8

5973730:1w
092308

f

KNOBBE, RTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP

By:

Michael H\{Trenholm
Registration No. 37,743
Attorney of Record
Customer No. 20,995
(951) 781-9231
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PTOQ/SB/08 Equivalent

Application No. 11/299,009
|NFORMAT|ON DISCLOSURE Filing Date December 9, 2005
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT First N'amed Inventor | Yoshimi et al.
Art Unit 3714
(Multiple sheets used when necessary) Examiner Milap Shah
SHEET 1 OF 1 Attorney Docket No. | DUMMES5.006AUS

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

Examiner | Cite Document Number Publication Date Pages, Columns, Lines Where
Initials No Number - Kind Code (if known) MM-DD-YYYY Name of Patentee or Applicant Relevant Passages or Relevant
' Example: 1,234,567 B1 Figures Appear
1 5,624,119 04-1997 Leake, Deborah L.
2005/0043083 02-2005 Inoue, Haruo (previously
2 incorrectly cited as
2004/0043083)
3 5,807,172 09-1998 Piechowiak
4 6,241,607 06-2001 Payne et al.
5 6,896,615 05-2005 Berman
6 6,960,134 11-2005 Hartl et al.
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
. . Foreign Patent Document Publication Pages, Columns, Lines
Em?a':;er ?\l';e Country Code-Number-Kind Code Date Name Ao f ’Tii;ﬁtee or Where Relevant Passages or T
: Example: JP 1234567 At MM-DD-YYYY PP Relevant Figures Appear

CO-PENDING U.S. PATENT APPLICATIONS COMMONLY OWNED WITH THE PRESENT APPLICATION

EXAMINER NOTE: Applicant respectfully requests the Examiner to consider whether the claims of any one or more of the
following co-pending U.S. patent applications (which are commonly owned with the present application) create any issues of double
patenting with respect to any of the claims of the present application; and, where relevant, to consider whether the disclosure of any
one or more of the following co-pending applications creates any issues of patentability with respect to any of the claims of the
present application. In addition, Applicant respectfully requests the Examiner to consider whether any listed office actions issued in
the following co-pending applications create any issues of patentability with respect to any of the claims of the present application.

SPECIFICATION, DRAWINGS and CLAIMS: Except where indicated, each of the co-pending applications listed below is
stored in the USPTO’s IFW system. As provided in M.P.E.P. § 609.04(a), copies of the specifications, drawings and claims of these
co-pending applications are not enclosed herewith.

Examiner | Cite | Serial No. Filing Date Inventor(s) Pub. No. Atty. Docket No. Date(s) of Office Action(s)
Initials No. MM-DD-YYYY MM-DD-YYYY
11/193,153 07-29-2005 |Chan 2007/0015565 |DUMMES5.004AUS
11/299,099 12/09/2005 | Yoshimi 2006/0247002 |DUMMES55.005AUS

Office Action dated 1/28/2008

11/413,707 04/28/2006 | Yoshimi 2006/0287060 | DUMMES55.007AUS | Response to Office Action of
1/28/2008 filed 7/28/2008
Office Action of 12/13/2007
Response to Office Action of
11/281,258 11/17/2005 |Tran 2006/0183533 |DUMMES55.002AUS 12/13/2007 filed 3/13/2008
Office Action dated 6/24/2008
10/583,210 03/26/2007 {Quayle 2008/0045300 (DUMMES55.008APC Office Action dated 8/07/2008
5973536:Iw
092308
Examiner Signature Date Considered

*Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not
in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

T - Place a check mark in this area when an English language Translation is attached.
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 3996727
Application Number: 11299009
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 4736

Title of Invention:

Gaming machine with runs of symbols

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Osamu Yoshimi

Customer Number:

20995

Filer:

Michael H. Trenholm/Valerie Jones

Filer Authorized By:

Michael H. Trenholm

Attorney Docket Number: DUMME55.006AUS
Receipt Date: 24-SEP-2008
Filing Date: 09-DEC-2005
Time Stamp: 15:11:25

Application Type:

Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment no
File Listing:
Document .. . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
Number Document Description File Name Message Digest | Part/.zip| (if appl.)
110850
1 Information Disclosure Statement Letter IDS_DUMMES55-006AUS.PDF no 2

d05e35334b0a5008691619b5acd5ch37a5 1]

Warnings:

Information:
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Total Files Size (in bytes):‘ 110850

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office
If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for

an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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Docket No.: DUMMES55.006AUS Customer No. 20,995

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Applicant : Osamu Yoshimi

App. No : 11/299,009

Filed . December 9, 2005

For :  GAMING MACHINE WITH RUNS OF
SYMBOLS

Examiner : Milap Shah

Art Unit 1 3714

Mail Stop Amendment
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Sir:
Enclosed for filing in the above-identified application is a PTO/SB/08 Equivalent listing
51 references to be considered by the Examiner. Also enclosed are 7 foreign patent references
and/or non-patent literature as listed on the Information Disclosure Statement.
This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the receipt of a first Office
Action on the merits, and presumably no fee is required. If a first Office Action on the merits
was mailed before the mailing date of this Statement, the Co

the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p) to Deposit Account No.

il .

issioner is authorized to charge

-1410.

Michael H. %nholm
Registration No. 37,743
Attorney of Record
Customer No. 20,995
(951) 781-9231

5030169:1w
031808
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PTO/SB/08 Equivalent

Application No.

11/299,009

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE Filing Date December 9, 2005
First Named Inventor | Osamu Yoshimi
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT .
Art Unit 3714
(Multiple sheets used when necessary) Examiner Milap Shah
SHEET 1 OF 3 Attorney Docket No. | DUMMES5.006AUS

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

E)I(re.iig\ailr;er ﬁi}: Numblt-,?r0 _c ;g"r‘;szzT;;n (/t')fekrnown) Pﬂmiﬁg?w\}e Name of Patentee or Applicant g(;gszhtc_ggjg:;éls- lgst‘éY::;(;t
Example: 1,234,567 B1 Figures Appear

1 2006/0183533 8-17-06 Tran et al.

2 2006/0247002 12-09-2005 Yoshimi et al.

3 2007/0015565 01-18-2007 Edward Chan

4 2006/0287060 12-21-2006 Yoshimi, Osamu

5 2005/0277460 12-2005 Inoue, Haruo

6 2006/0247002 11-2006 Yoshimi et al.

7 2004/0198486 10-2004 Walker et al.

8 2006/0183534 08-2006 Yoshimi, Osamu
9 2006/0166731 07-2006 Yoshimi et al.
10 2006/0084498 04-2006 Baerlocker et al.
1" 2006/0084492 04-2006 Baerlocker et al.

12 2004/0053679 03-2004 Getz et al.
13 2006/0052155 03-2006 Inoue, Haruo
14 2006/0046830 03-2006 Webb, Bayard S.
15 2008/0045300 02-21-2008 Quayle et al.
16 2004/0043083 02-2005 Inoue, Haruo
17 2005/0043084 02-2005 Inoue, Haruo
18 2004/0038726 02-2004 Inoue, Haruo
19 2004/0036218 02-2004 Inoue, Haruo
20 2004/0026854 02-2004 Inoue, Haruo
21 2004/0017041 01-2004 Inoue, Haruo
22 2004/0014517 01/2004 Inoue, Haruo
23 2004/0014516 01/2004 Inoue, Haruo
24 2004/0012145 01-2004 Inoue, Haruo
25 5,152,629 10-1992 Okada, Kazuo
26 5,395,111 03-1995 Inoue, Haruo
27 5,609,524 03-1997 Inoue, Haruo
28 5,611,535 03-18-1997 Tiberio

29 5,722,891 03-1998 Inoue, Haruo

Examiner Signature

Date Considered

*Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not
in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

T - Place a check mark in this area when an English language Translation is attached.
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PTO/SB/08 Equivalent

Application No. 11/299,009
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE Filing Date December 9, 2005
First Named Inventor | Osamu Yoshimi
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT ,
Art Unit 3714
(Multiple sheets used when necessary) Examiner Milap Shah
SHEET 2 OF 3 Attorney Docket No. | DUMMES5.006AUS
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS
. . Document Number A Pages, Columns, Lines Where
E;‘;{}:{‘:r (,j';e Number - Kind Code (if known) P&m'?gogYDYaYte Name of Patentee or Applicant Relevant Passages or Relevant
: Example: 1,234,567 B1 tat Figures Appear
30 5,752,881 05-1998 Inoue, Haruo
31 5,976,016 11-1999 Moody et al.
32 6,309,299 10-2001 Weiss, Steven A.
33 6,319,124 11-2001 Baerlocher et al.
34 6,644,664 11-2003 Muir et al.
35 6,663,487 12-2003 Ladner, Desmond C.
36 6,726,204 04-2004 Inoue, Haruo
37 6,805,349 10-2004 Baerlocher et al.
38 6,880,826 04-2005 Inoue, Haruo
39 6,893,018 05-2005 Inoue, Haruo
40 6,905,408 06-2005 Inoue, Haruo
M 6,910,962 06-2005 Marks et al.
42 7,056,213 06-2006 Ching et al.
43 7,214,132 05-2007 Inoue, Haruo
44 7,311,602 12-2007 Inoue, Haruo
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
. . Foreign Patent Document Publication Pages, Columns, Lines
E)I(;;?alger %';e Country Code-Number-Kind Code Date Name P? f Fl’i(a:t:nr;tee or Where Relevant Passages or T
. Example: JP 1234567 A1 MM-DD-YYYY pp Relevant Figures Appear
45 JP 2002-325881 11-12-2002 | Takasago Electric ind Co.
Ltd
46 JP 2003-236055 08-26-2003 Sami KK
AU 768153 01-31-2002 | Aristocrat Technologies
47 Ltd
NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS
Examiner | Cite | Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the .
Initials | No. item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, efc.), date, page(s), volume-issue T
number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published.
48 Office Action of 12/13/2007 for Appl. No. 11/281,258 (Atty. Docket No. DUMMES5.002AUS)
Response to Office Action of 12/13/2007 for Appl. No. 11/281,258 dated 3/13/08 (Atty. Docket No.
49| DUMMES5.002AUS)
Examiner Signature Date Considered
*Examiner: [nitial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not
in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

T" - Place a check mark in this area when an English language Translation is attached.
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PTO/SB/08 Equivalent

Application No. 11/299,009
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE Filing Date December 9, 2005
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT First N‘amed Inventor | Osamu Yoshimi
Art Unit 3714
(Multiple sheets used when necessary) Examiner Milap Shah
SHEET 3 OF 3 Attorney Docket No. DUMMESS5.006AUS

NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS

Examiner | Cite | INclude name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the ;
Initials No. item (book, magazine, journal, se_rial, syr_nposium, catalog, etc.), date,' page(s), volume-issue T
number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published.
International Search Report on Patentability for PCT Application No. PCT/AU2004/001767
50 (corresponding to Atty Docket DUMMES55.008APC)

Office Action of 1/28/2008 for Appl No. 11/413,707 (Atty Docket No. DUMMES5.007AUS)

51
5029446:1w
031808
Examiner Signature Date Considered

*Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not
in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

T' - Place a check mark in this area when an English language Translation is attached.
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 3022141
Application Number: 11299009
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 4736
Title of Invention: Gaming machine with runs of symbols
First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Osamu Yoshimi
Customer Number: 20995
Filer: Michael H. Trenholm/Nicole Lauer
Filer Authorized By: Michael H. Trenholm
Attorney Docket Number: DUMME55.006AUS
Receipt Date: 20-MAR-2008
Filing Date: 09-DEC-2005
Time Stamp: 15:22:24
Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Payment information:

Submitted with Payment no

File Listing:

Document — . File Size(Bytes) Multi Pages
Number Document Description File Name /Message Digest| Part/.zip| (if appl.)
jp2002325881_2008031908 35865
1 Foreign Reference I — no 1
2611.pdf
fa3e51a851346519607a55edd863{8a277
5723b6
Warnings:
Information:
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, 38989
5 Foreign Reference jp2003236055_2008031908 no 1
2848.pdf
85e7e3e22b2ea04138d{60d9b5c68106
7a7ef2ce
Warnings:
Information:
768153 20080319083241 sdo162
3 Foreign Reference ad  odf no 15
) p 312363102182148440fb7da91aeccb9a
4a7ceb17
Warnings:
Information:
isrd 55008 200803190 466919
Israumme .
4 NPL Documents 83102.pdf no 9
{tdafe49d6752a6268027 130636175221
67752d6
Warnings:
Information:
Inf tion Discl Stat t 200780
5 ntormation 'f:t?:r“re atement | \ps_DUMME55-006AUS.pdf no 4
26473e4fc345385bf13fcc707eae6767
61bed7t
Warnings:
Information:
OA121307_DUMMES5-002A 478494
6 NPL Documents - } no 13
US.pdf
34b26c4dealce61b3i6777a1ddi64700
46038a2b
Warnings:
Information:
769947
7 NPL Documents OA_DUMME55-007AUS.pdf no 24
e5bb8a7762213d210beb69bb898caate
99aBa085
Warnings:
Information:
OAR_DUMME55-002AUS 384276
8 NPL Documents — of ) P no 8
89b85031ebdf8agb3446e166c547dbe1
bedebd3e
Warnings:
Information:
Total Files Size (in bytes):| 2915432
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This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt
similar to a Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see
37 CFR 1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date
shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions
of 35 U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the
application as a national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt,
in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary
components for an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the
International Application Number and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due
course, subject to prescriptions concerning national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement
Receipt will establish the international filing date of the application.
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JAPANESE PATENT OFFICE

PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN

(513 Imt. Cl AB3IF 5/04

{21) Application number: 2001134916
(22) Date of filing: 02.05.2001

(54) SLOT MACHINE

(57) Abstract:

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provids a slot ma-
chine which is improved in visibility for & specific sym-
bol placed ontha auter pariphery face of a reai to maka
Mooshl (pushing a huttan to stop the resl at a dasired
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ABSTRACT

A gaming machine 10 has a display 14 and a game controller arranged to control
images displayed on the display 14. The game controller is arranged to play a game 16
wherein at least one random event is caused to be displayed on the display 14 and, if a
predefined winning event occurs, the machine 10 awards a prize. A matrix of symbol
positions is displayed on the display 14 and at least one payline is associated with the
matrix. The payline is comprised of an equal number of symbol positions as thers are
columns in the matrix but passes through fewer than all of the columns.
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Invention Title:

sie Gaming machine with uneven paylines

The following statement is a full description of this invention
including the best method of performing it known to us:-
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Gaming Machine with Uneven Paylines
Field of the Invention
This invention relates to a gaming machine. More particularly, the
invention relates to a gaming machine and to an improvement to a game
played on such a gaming machine.

Background to the Invention
Players who regularly play gaming machines quickly tire of particular

games and therefore it is necessary for manufacturers of these machines to
develop innovative game features which add interest to the games. In so
doing, it is hoped to keep players amused and therefore willing to continue
playing the game as well as to attract new players.

Also, with the growth that has occurred in the gaming machine market,
there is intense competition between manufacturers to supply various
existing and new venues, When selecting a supplier of gaming machines, the
operator of a venue will often pay close attention to the popularity of various
games with their patrons. Therefore, gaming machine manufacturers are
keen to devise games and/or game features which are popular with the
players as a mechanism for improving sales, retaining customers and
attracting new customers,

Summary of the Invention

According to the invention, there is provided a gaming machine-having
a display means and a game control means arranged to control images
displayed on the display means, the game control means being arranged to
play a game wherein at least one random event is caused to be displayed on
the display means and, if a predefined winning event occurs, the machine
awards a prize, the gaming machine being characterized in that a matrix of
symbol positions is displayed and in that at least one payline is associated
with the matrix, said at least one payline being comprised of an equal number
of symbol positions as there are columns in the matrix but passing through
fewer than all of the columns.

Preferably, the matrix is constituted by visible display positions of
conventional spinning reels. In other words, to form a 3x5 matrix, there may
be five reels each having three visible display positions. For ease of
explanation, the invention will be described with reference to its application
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as a five reel game. Hence, the at least one payline may pass through more
than one symbol position in respect of at least one of the reels. As a result,
the at least one reel may have the same symbols in adjacent reel strip
positions.

In another embodiment of the invention, the matrix may be made up of
discrete symbol-carrying elements, such as individual reels. In other words,
each symbol-carrying element may be a reel so that, in the case of a 3x5
matrix, there are fifteen reels.

The at least one payline may have a variety of patterns. For example,
the payline may have a T-shape, a T-shape lying on its side, a cross shape, a
tick shape, or the like, Still further, the term "payline", in this specification is
to be understood in a broad sense as including associated, but non-adjoining
display positions of the reels. Thus, the at least one payline may be
discontinuous or interrupted and may be made up of non-adjoining display
positions of the reels. As an example, the relevant payline may be made up
of the symbols at the four corner positions of the reels plus the symbol at the
central position of a centre reel in the case of a five reel display.

The at least one payline may be provided instead of, or in addition to,
standard gaming machine paylines presently in use.

The at least one payline may vary automatically from game to game.
Instead, a player may be able to select the pattern of the at least one payline
which that player desires.

The at least one payline may be highlighted, in use. In addition, a
pattern constituting said at least one payline may be superimposed over the
display positions on the display means. Thus, in the case of a spinning reel
game, the pattern may be superimposed over the reels which may appear to
spin behind the pattern.

A prize paid in respect of a winning combination of symbols on the at
least one payline may have an increased value in comparison with a prize
paid for the same winning combination appearing on standard paylines of the
gaming machine. In addition, the prize combination for the at least one
payline may pay for the symbols appearing anywhere on said payline even
when standard paylines pay only in respect of a predetermined arrangement
of symbols, for example, a left-to-right combination of symbols.

Brief Description of the Drawings
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The invention is now described by way of example with reference to
the accompanying diagrammatic drawings in which:-

Figure 1 shows a three dimensional view of a gaming machine, in
accordance with the invention;

Figure 2 shows a block diagram of a control circuit of the gaming
machine;

Figures 3 to 6 show various embodiments of screen displays of games
including bonus paylines, in accordance with the invention; and

Figure 7 shows a flow chart of the game played on the gaming machine.

Detailed Description of the Drawings
In Figure 1, reference numeral 10 generally designates a gaming

machine, including a game, in accordance with the invention. The machine
10 includes a console 12 having a video display unit 14 on which a game 16
is played, in use. The game 16 is a spinning reel game which simulates the
rotation of a number of spinning reels 18. A midtrim 20 of the machine 10
houses a bank 22 of buttons for enabling a player to play the game 16. The
midtrim 20 also houses a credit input mechanism 24 including a coin input
chute 24.1 and a bill collector 24.2.

The machine 10 includes a top box 26 on which artwork 28 is carried.
The artwork 28 includes paytables, details of bonus awards, etc.

A coin tray 30 is mounted beneath the console 12 for cash payouts
from the machine 10.

Referring now to Figure 2 of the drawings, a control means or control
circuit 40 is illustrated. A program which implements the game and user
interface is run on a processor 42 of the control circuit 40. The processor 42
forms part of a controller 44 which drives the screen of the video display unit
14 and which receives input signals from sensors 46. The sensors 46 include
sensors associated with the bank 22 of buttons and touch sensors mounted in
the screen. The controller 44 also receives input pulses from the mechanism
24 indicating that a player has provided sufficient credit to commence
playing. The mechanism 24 may, instead of the coin input chute 24.1 or the
bill collector 24.2, or in addition theretc, be a credit card reader (not shown)
or any other type of validation device.
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Finally, the controller 44 drives a payout mechanism 48 which, for
example, may be a coin hopper for feeding coins to the coin tray 30 to make a
pay out to a player when the player wishes to redeem his or her credit.
Referring to Figures 3 to 6 of the drawings, various examples of screen
5 displays 50 of the game 16 are shown. The game 16 is a five reel spinning
ree] type game. The game has three standard paylines 52 and a special
pattern or bonus payline 54 that changes from game to game. Whenevera
player commences a game and the reels 18 start spinning a pattern is
highlighted over the symbols indicating the special pattern payline 54 or
10 bonus. payline 54. Winning combinations of symbols on the special pattern
payline 54 are determined in the same way as they are for the standard
paylines but the prizes for the same combinations are multiplied by five. In a
preferred form of the invention, a new bonus payline 54 is selected for every
vene game played.
-’ f 15 The feature of the special pattern payline 54 may occur automatically
B for each game or, instead, the player may have to make an additional bet in
o order for the special pattern payline 54 to be applicable.
S All the paylines 52 and 54 are made up of five symbols when the game
16 is a five reel game. It is also to be noted that the special payline 54 does
veeedd 20 not pass through all the reels 18. Accordingly, as illustrated in the fifth reel
_ ' 18 in Figures 3 to 6 of the drawings, identical symbols are placed next to each
B other in certain positions on at least one of the reel strips in order for
maximum prize combinations to apply to the special pattern payline or bonus

ey

Ty payline 54. This also means that the probabilities relating to each
- 25 combination will be different for different patterns and different to those for
standard paylines. Since it is more difficult to achieve a winning

et combination on the special pattern paylines 54, a bonus, as described above,

soese

is paid for such combinations.
In the example shown in Figure 3 of the drawings, the special pattern
30 payline 54 is a T-shaped payline centred on the central reel 18. In the
example shown in Figure 4 of the drawings, the special pattern payline 54 is a
T-shape lying on its side with a "cap" of the T lying on the fifth reel 18. In the
example shown in Figure 5 of the drawings, the special pattern payline 54 is
in the form of a cross centred on the central reel 18 and the first or centre
35 payline 52. In the example shown in Figure 6 of the drawings, the special
pattern payline 54 is in the form of a tick.
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It will also be appreciated that the special pattern payline 54 may not
be continuous and individual, non-adjoining symbol positions could
constitute the special pattern payline 54. Thus, for example, in respect of a
five reel game, the four corner symbol positions and the centre symbol
position of the central reel 18 could constitute the special pattern payline 54.

It will be appreciated that, instead of each reel being made up of a
continuous reel strip, the game 16 could comprise 15 separate reels where
each reel provides a symbol position.

Hence, it is an advantage of the invention that a special pattern payline
54 is provided which, the applicant believes, will enhance player interest and
increase player attraction.

It will be appreciated by persons skilled in the art that numerous
variations and/or modifications may be made to the invention as shown in the
specific embodiments without departing from the spirit or scope of the
invention as broadly described. The present embodiments are, therefore, to
be considered in all respects as illustrative and not restrictive.
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THE CLAIMS DEFINING THE INVENTION ARE AS FOLLOWS:

1. A gaming machine having a display means and a game control means
arranged to control images displayed on the display means, the game control
means being arranged to play a game wherein at least one random event is
caused to be displayed on the display means and, if a predefined winning
event occurs, the machine awards a prize, the gaming machine being
characterized in that a matrix of symbol positions is displayed and in that at
least one payline is associated with the matrix, said at least one payline being
comprised of an equal number of symbol positions as there are columns in
the matrix but passing through fewer than all of the columns.

2. The gaming machine of claim 1in which the matrix is constituted by
visible display positions of conventional spinning reels.

3. The gaming machine of claim 2 in which said at least one payline
passes through more than one symbol position in respect of at least one of the
reels.

4, The gaming machine of claim 3 in which said at least one reel has the
same symbols in adjacent reel strip positions.

5. The gaming machine of claim 1 in which the matrix is made up of
discrete symbol-carrying elements.

6. The gaming machine of any one if the preceding claims in which said
at least one payline has a variety of patterns.

7. The gaming machine of claim 6 in which said at least one payline is
discontinuous and is made up of non-adjoining symbol positions.

8. The gaming machine of any one of the preceding claims in which said
at least one payline is provided instead of standard gaming machine paylines

presently in use.

9. The gaming machine of any one of the preceding claims in which said
at least one payline varies automatically from game to game.
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10.  The gaming machine of any one of claims 1 to 8 inclusive, in which a
player is able to select the pattern of said at least one payline which that
player desires. '

11.  The gaming machine of any one of the preceding claims in which said
at least one payline is highlighted, in use.

12.  The gaming machine of any one of the preceding claims in which a
pattern constituting said at least one payline is superimposed over the display
positions on the display means.

13.  The gaming machine of any one of the preceding claims in which a
prize paid in respect of a winning combination of symbols on said at least one
payline has an increased value in comparison with a prize paid for the same
winning combination appearing on standard paylines of the gaming machine.

14.  The gaming machine of any one of the preceding claims in which the
prize combination for said at least one payline pays for the symbols appearing
anywhere on said payline even when standard paylines pay only in respect of
a predetermined arrangement of symbols.

15. A gaming machine as claimed in claim 1 and substantially as described
herein with reference to the accompanying drawings.

Dated this fourth day of July 2001
Aristocrat Technologies Australia Pty
Ltd
Patent Attorneys for the Applicant:

F B RICE & CO
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the set of fixed pattemns.

l
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l

Select random stopping positions and
stop the reels in the applicable positions.

/

Pay wins for combinations on the standard
Paylines corresponding to the initial wager.

Pay wins for combinations appearing on the payline
corresponding ta the chosen pattem where tha prize is
the standard prize for the combination muitiplied by 3.
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GAMING MACHINE WITH RUNS OF SYMBOLS

The present'invention reiates to gaming machines for
the playing of games of chance and, more particularly, to
special featurés of games or feature games which may be
offered on such machines.

BACkGROUND

| Gaming, or poker machines, have become a major source
6f amusement and diversion in such piaces as clubs, hotels
and casinos in many parts of thg world.

Traditionally such machines were mechanical devices
where. a number of reels marked with a plurality of numbers
or symbols could pe made to spin »randomly by the
application of ‘'some mechanical input. If the. subsequent
patterns of numbers or symbols displayed on the reels, when
these returned to a rest staté, corresponded to
predetermined patterns, the machine'would provide a prize
or payout. Generally such gamiﬁg machines have come to be
regulatea_by~government authorities as to their number and
in the manner in which the machines .must return a
percentage of the monetéry turnover to the players.

The introduction of ) electronics, qomputers and
electronic graphical ﬁdisplays, has alloweg a continual
increase in the complexity and variations of gaming
machines, games and displays while maintaining the basic

concept of the traditional machine. Nevertheless, in some
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jurisdictions at least, governmént regulations effectively
restrict the degree of variation- which may be incorporated
in games played on coin-freed machines.

'Macﬁines and games therefore that offer novel and
stimulating variations on the basic game theme and
environmeht, yet comply with these restrictions are eagerly
sought Aby .the gaming iﬁdustry and there is consequently
intense competition between n@chine manufacturers to
innovate.

Games based on simulated rotatable reels. typically

" display a. matrix of elements each. of which displays a

symbol. Predetermined patterns of stbols, if displayed
after the reels are spun and come to rest, may then award a
prize ‘to the »pléyer of the game. Typically also, the
symbols are arranged in the elements of a reel so. that
adjoining elements do not displéy the same symbol.

“An exception:‘ to- this is found for example in-

_Australian Patent Application number 2004203045 (Aristocrat

Technologies Australia Pty Ltd), in which arrangements are
envisaged where two special symbols may occur édjacent one
to the other. V

A similar excéption is found in Aﬁétralian Patent
Application pumber 20Q2301067 (Stargames Corporation
Limited), in whichla specific symbol and the number of its
occurrences in the display at' the conclusion of a game

sequence, is determinant of a win. As indicated in Fig. 2
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of the specification, two such symbols may appear in
adjoining elements of & reel.

Both these examples of the prior art allow for only a
single predetermined or special symbol to take up ‘such
adjacent positions on & reel.

It is an object of the present invention to address or
at least ameliorate some of the above disadvantages.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF INVENTION

Accordingly, in a first broad form of the invention,
there is provided a gaming machine arragged to display a
matrix of symbbl containing elements; each column of said
mafrix comprising a porﬁion of a simulated rotatable reel
of said ~symbol containing elements; and wherein each of
said symbol containing elements of at least one
consecutive run of sald symbol contalnlng elements of a£
least one said reel 1s caused to dlsplay an identical

symbol.

Preferably, said identical symbol is selected by a

game controller from a subset of available symbols.

_Preferably, each symbol of said subset of symbols is

assigned a probability of selection.

Preferably, said matrix of elements is comprised of

five columns and three rows of elements.
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Preferébly, said at least one said reel 1is a first_

left—most reel.

Preferably, each element of said first left-most reel
other than elements of said at least one consecutive run
of elements is populated by a random selection of said

available symbols.

pPreferably, said game controller selects one potential

win element from each said reel.

Preferably, a prize is awarded to a player of a .game
on said gaming machine if a predetermined arrangement of
said potential win elements is.displayed on a pre-defined
payline of said matrix of elements when a game seqﬁence

is concluded;

Preferably, elements of each of reels two, three, four

and five are populated with a default random selection of -

said available symbols.

Preferably; each symbol of at ieast' one pre-défined
consecutive run of said elements of each of said reels
two, three, four and five is adapted féf potential
modification from said default randﬁm selection of

available symbols to a said identical symbol.
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Preferably, said identical symbol is that symbol

populating said consecutive run of elements of a

leftwardly adjoining reel.

Preferably, said modification from.said default random
selection occurs within.any one of said reels two, three,
four or five, if a said win element of a preceding reel
coincides with a said element.of a consecutive run of

elements of said preceding reel.

pPreferably, each said reel, which includes said at
least one consecutive run of identical symbols, is pre-
spun at a relatively slow rate when a game sequence 1is

initiated.

Preferably; all symbols of all elements of at least

one said reel are identical.

Preferably, said ‘gaming xnachipe is a single display

stand-alcne gaming machine.

preferably, said gaming machine is a stand-alone

gaming machine provided with an upper secondary display.

Preferably, said gaming machine is one of a plurélity
of gaming ' machine linked to a progressive jackpot

controller.

Preferably, said elements are N-sided elements; where

N is a variable and values of N include N=1.
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preferably, said N-sided elements are regular
hexagons.

5 In a further broad form of the . invention there 1is
provided a method for increasing probability of a winning

outcome on a gaming machine; wherein said winning outcome

2005900681

is determined Dby pre-defined arrangements of symbols
dlsplayed in a matrix of elements comprising portions of
10 simulated rotatable reels; said method including the

steps of:

(a) arranging at least one of said Simulated
rotatable reels with at least one consecutive
run of elements displaying an 1dentlcal symbol,

15 ' sald identical symbol selected from a subset of

available symbols,

(b) a. game qontroller randomly selecting one
_element from each one of said simulated

rotatable reels as a potential win element.

20 Pfeferably, said matrix of elements comprises three

_TOWS and five columns of said elements; said columns

comprising portions of said rotatable reels.
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look-up table of said subset of available symbols.

Preferably, said at least one of said simulated
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rotatable reels is a first left-most reel.

5 preferably, all said elements of said. reels, except
said at least one consecutive run of elements displaying

said identical symbol on said first left-most reel,

2005900681

display randomly selected symbols from 'said available

symbols.

10 Preferably, reels othe;' than said ;fifst left-most
reels are each provided with at .least one potential
consecutive run of elements adapted for modification from
séid ‘randomly selected symbols fo a said identical

symbol.

15 . Preferably, - Said modification from said randomly
selected symbols within said potential consecutive run of
said reels other than said first left-most reel, occﬁrs
if said potential win element of a leftwardly preceding
reel falls within a said consecutive run of elements of

20 said leftwardly preceding réel.

In yet a further broad form of the invention there is

provided a method of implementing a game of any one of
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EB claims 1 to 27 on a gaming machine; said method including
O ‘ .

N the steps of:

S o)

L

< (c) providing said gaming machine with a control
> .

module; said module including a microprocessor,

83 5 a working memory and a data storage device
S .

= connection means,

N

UR)

Eg (d) writing program code to said data storage
K .

device,

(e) - connecting said data storage device to said

10 control module.

In still a furthér broadvform of the invention there
is provided media for storing enabling digital code for
playing games . according to any of claims 1 to 28; said
media comprising "solid state data retaining devices

15 including, read only memory (ROM) and erasable
programmable ‘read only memory (EPROM), compact flésh
cards and PCMCIA cards; said media further including

disc-based storage devices.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS
20 Embodiments of the present invention will now . be
described with reference to the accompanying drawings

wherein:
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ZQ Figure 1 is a partial view of 2 gaming machine with a
O .

AN display showing a matrix of elements and symbols -comprising
L pray

éﬂ portions of simulated rotatable reels,

v

— Figure 2 is a schematic representation of the elements
— 5 and symbols of portions of the first or left-most rotatable
o0 .

O reel of Fig. 1,

S . .

g Figure 3 is a schematic representation of an “inner
m .

Eg reel” or look-up table,

Q .

Figﬁres 4A to 4C are schematic representations of
10 portions of the reel of Fig. 2 and of the adjoining second
reel for a partlcular game situation,
Flgures S and 6 show examples of the dlsplay of Fig. 1
during play of a game using hexagonal elements,
Figure 7 is a "schematic representation of a control
15 module, input keyboard and display for implemeﬁting the
game embodiments of Figs. 3 to 9,
Figure 8 is a perspective view of a stand-alone gaming
machine with a single display unit,
Figure 9 is a front view of a stand-alone gaming
20 machine with a main display and a secondary display unit,
_Figure 10 is a perspective view of a nuﬁber of the
gaming machines of Figs. 8 or 9 when 1linked to a

progressive jackpot system.

25 DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

First Preferred Embodiment
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With reference to Figs. 1 and 2, a gaming machine 10
is provided with a display 12, showing portions of a number
of adjoining simulated rotatable reels 26 to 30. Each reel

is divided into a given number of elements, for example 256

elements. In this example, when rotatable reels 26 to 30

are at rest, the display shows a matrix of elements 14 in

five columns, 16 to 20 and three rows, 22 to 24, so that

'each column comprises a three-element portion of the

respective simulated Arotatable reel. Each element 14 of
simulated rotatable reels 26 to 30 is arranged to display-a
symbol 32. With some exceptions, as explained below, the
sequence of symbols within the elements of a reel remains

fixed for all games played.

_A game controller (not shown) pre-selects at random,
at the initiation of a game sequence, a potential win
element for each reel from the set of elements. That is,
the game controller - predetermines which element, and
;herefore which symbol, will be displayed in a pay line
position at the end of a game segquence, and may therefore

contribute to a winning outcome.

In this first preferred embodiment of the invention,

at least one reel, the first left-most reel, is arranged to

have at least one run of an identical symbol in each of a
number of consecutive elements. The arrangement is shown

schematically in Fig. 2 where portions of the left-most
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reel 26 are shown in strip form and, for example, a run of
kings (crown symbol) is arranged for display in runs of
fivé consecutive elements 30 at three locations 31:to 33
respectively. The three runs of consecutive elements in
this example are elements 20 to 24, 100 to 104 and 200 to
204, within the 256—é1ement léngth of the strip. In this
preferred embodiment, the number of elements in a run and
the location of the consecutive run 1or runs within the
strip are predetermineq and remain constant for each game
played on the machine. The identical symbol which populates
these consecutive run or runs of elements may be considered

as one of a set of “inner reel” symbols.

The game controller (not shown) determines the
identical symbol to be displayed in each consecutive‘
element of fhe run or runs of consecutive elements in which
the symbol is to be shown. The selectioh of the identical
symbol is through a notional rotation of an “inner reel” 34

shown as a strip of elements and symbols in Fig. 3. This

“inner reel” is in effect a look-up table and is not

displayed, but its simulated rotation and “coming to rest”

determines which symbol will populate the run or runs of

consecutive elements of the left-most reel.

The symbols of the “inner reel” or look-up table from
which the selection is made, are a sub-set of the set of

symbols displayed in the remaining non-“inner reel”
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elements of the left-most reel. Thus, where the symbols are
those of a suit of cards, the “inner reel” symbols may be
those of the Ace, King, Queen'and Jack, sometimes called
the trump or court cards (correct?). The look-up table
could also include a “wild” or “scatter” symbol. As
previously noted, the arrangement or ‘ordering of the
symbols in the elements of the reel, other than the
consecutive run or runs of elements; remain constant for
every game, only the selection of.the identical symbol from
the iook—up table is performed anew for each new play of a

game.

The symbols 36 of the look-up table 34 need not all
have the same probability of selection but may be assigned
a hierarchy of probability. Thus for example, those symbols

for which a winning combination confers on the player of a

.'game a relatively higher value prize, such as the ace and

the king, may have an inversely proportional probability of

being selected as an “inner reel” symbol.

The reels are now .spun as normal. The player will
notice the run or runs of identical symbols passing through
the display 12 for each revolution of the left-most reel
26, therebylproviding arheightening of interest, since the
odds of a winning arrangement of symbols appéaring on a
pre-defined pay line in the matrix at the conclusion of the

game séquence will be increased.
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Second Preferred Embodiment

In a second preferred embodiment of the invention, the
second reel, that is the second reel from the left in this
example, may also be modified to include at least one run
of consecutive elémehts displaying the same “inner reel”
symbol as that‘ used to populate the eiements of the
cqnsecutive run or runs of the left-most reel. As for the
first, lgft-most reel, the number and location of the

consecutive elements of the potential run or runs within

_the strip of elements forming the simulated reel, is

predetermined and remains constant.

Prior to modification, all the elements of the second

reel (and likewise those of the third - fourth and fifth

reei)_are randomly populated with symbols from the set of
avdilable symbols. Unless modificétion is triggered in the
manner explained below, the ordering " of these symbols
within the elements of the reels remains constant for every
game; only thos¢ symbols‘of the potential run or runs being

displaced should a modifying event occur.

The populating of the potential “inner reel” elements
of the second reel, and of any subsequent reels, is

dependent on the potential win element for the first, or

.preceding reel, which was randomly selected by the 'game

controller, lying within a run of consecutive elements of
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that reel. For example if, as shown in Fig. 47, in the
left-most reel 26, which has consecutive runs comprising

the elements as numbered in the First Preferred Embodiment

14 Feb 2005

above, the potential win element selected is element number
5 103, the second reel 27 will be modified. Second reel 27 in
this example has two potential runs 40 and 41 of
consecutive “inner reel” elements, element numbers 83 to 87

and 191 to 195 respectively, which in a default state are

2005900681

randomly populated from the set. of available symbols as
10 shown in Fig 4B. However, béCause the selected poténtial
win element 103 of reel 26 falls within run 32, the
potential “inner reel” elements 83 to 87 and 191 to 195 of
‘reel 27Aare replaced with the same identical symbol as used
for the consecutive run or runs of the left-most reel 26 és

15 shown in Fig 4C.

A player will now diséern a bias of symbols, (in our
example crown symbols), in both the first, left-most, and
second reels as these are spun during the play of a game.
The effect is clearly an increase in the probability of a

20 winning combination of symbols appearing along é pre-
defined pay line within the matrix .and consequently a
raised level of interest in thé outcome of the game for the

player.

The same process of populating potential “inner reel”

25 elements with the “inner reel” symbol of the preceding
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reel, may be sequentially applied to the third, fourth and
fifth reels. As described for the second reel, the

modification of a succeeding reel depends on the selected

14 Feb 2005

potential win element of the preceding reel falling within

5 a run of “inner reel” elements of that reel.

Third Preferred Embodiment

In at least one preferred form of this embodiment, a

2005900681

player is made aware of the populating of one or more
consecutive runs of the left-most reel with the identical
10 symbol. This may be done prior to the main game segquence,
for exémple, by a slower pre-spin of only the left-most
reel. if any further reels are soO populated, each may be

pre-spun sequentially.

The displayed game rules and experience will alert a

15 player to the fact that the potential winning element for a
given reél is positioned somewhere within the run, or one

of_ the runs of consecutive elements populated with the
identical symbol if the second and any subsequent reels are
also pre-spun to display a run or runs of that symbol. Tﬁe

20 player will appreciate that the probability of a winning
combination occurring increases with each additional reel
which is pre-spun to display its run ér runs of elements

with the same symbol.

Fourth Preferred Embodiment
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The above described embodiments may be applied to a
main game of a gaming machine or to a feature game offered

as a result of some triggering event in a main game.

In a preferfed embodiment of the invention as adapted
for a feature game, the number of elements compfising a run
of identical “inner reel” symbols and the numbér of such
runs in any given reel is not <constant but may be
determined in a number of ways. Thus, in at 1least one
preferred embodiment, the number of elements comprising a
run may be a function of the amount of a bet placed by the
player on the main game which triggered the feature game,
or as a function of accumulated throughput of bets.over a
given time_period. In one special case; all the elements of
the first left-most reel may be populated by the same

“inner reel” symbol.

Likewise, the number 6f runs in a given reel may be a
function also of the ©betting pattern preceding the
conferring of the feature game or alternatively, may be a
fun¢tion of the particular triggering event ofivthe main

game which led to the feature game.

Fifth Preferred Embodiment
The elements comprising the matrix of elements of any
of the above described embodiments may be of conventional

rectangular configuration, but in at 1least one preferred
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8 embodiment the delineation of an element, that is, .the
§§ " boundary defining the field containing a symbol, may be any
éﬂ N-sided figure, where N may take the value 1 (thus a
§£ circular field) or any value from 3 to 20. In at least one
— 5 preferred form of N-sided element, as shown iﬁ Figs. 5 and
§§ 6, the elements 50 are hexagon shape for the value of N=6.
ER Géﬁe Implementation

é% Any - of the . above described embodiments may Dbe
o

implemented on any gaming machine 5r group of gaming
10 machine provided with a.conﬁrol module. As shown in Fig.'7,
a control module GQAis providéd with a microprocessor 62
and working random access memory (RAM) 64. The program code
driving any of the described embodiments may be introduced
into the control module 60 by connection of a da;; storagé
15 device 66. The device may take any of a‘number of forms,
such as readbonly memory (ROM), erasable read only meﬁory
(EPROM), Compact Flash Card, PCMCIA card and the like.
Alternatiyely, control module 60 may incorporate a‘ hard
disc drive to which the code may be written via a suitable
20 . input device.
Control module 60 acts to -implement appropriate
_elemenfs of the program code accordiné ‘t9 inputs from a
user keyboard 68 éndAoutputs videé imagery to at least a
main display module 70.
25

1. Stand-alone Gaming Machines
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As shown in Fig. 8, any of the above described
embodiments for use on electronic display gaming machines
may bé-incorporated into a stand-alone gaming machine 100
pfovided. with a single display wunit 112. - In this
implementation of gémes according to the invention, both
main games and feature games (if'offered) are diplayed on

the single display unit.

2. Stand-alone Gaming Machines with Secondary Display Unit

In a further pfeferred embodiment of the. invention as
shown in Fig. 9, a sténd-alone gaming machine 120 is
provided with a secondary display unit 125 as well as a
main display unit 122. In this embodiment the main game
played on the primary display unit may take the form of
éither the first or second.préférfed embodiments described
above. It is then a triggering event in the main game which
offers'a player a feature game as described in the third
preferred embodiment above. -
3. Gaming Machines Linked to Progressive Jaékpot Systeﬁ

In yet a furthér prefetred embodiment oflthe invention
as shown in Fig. 10, a plurality of gaming machines 300 are
é;rangea side by side in a line or arc so as to allow each
of the players (not.shown) of the machines ﬁo view a common
jackpot prize display unit 313. Each individual machine 310

is provided with at least a main game display unit 315 for
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gg the playing of a main game according to the above described
= s
;; first and second embodiments

) éﬂ Each of machines 310 of the embodiment illustrated in
< A . .
— Figure 7 is electronically 1linked to a jackpot control
— 5 module 311 which monitors the volume of play on each of the
o o] .
O _ linked machines and displays an incrementing jackpot value
S ' :
Eg 312 determined according to the combined volume of play on
w
CD the linked machines.
&

A win of the jackpot brize may be .triggered by

10 specific outcomes of either a main game or of a feature

game. If the jackpot trigger is dependent on an outcome of

the feature game, pléyerS‘on adjoining machines may be made

aware by means of_ the common display that a potential

triggéring of the jackpot is to commence on the machine.

15 offered the feature game, thﬁs adding'interést for all the
players.

It will be appreciated that the linked machines méy

form part of Local Area Networks - (LA&) or Wide Area

Networks (WAN).
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P CLAIMS
()
(@\] .
{B 1. A gaming machine arranged to display a matrix of
<t symbol containing elements; each column of said
— .

matrix comprising a portion of a simulated rotatable
;3 5 reel of said symbol containing elements; and wherein
\O ]
gg each of said symbol containing elements of at least
AN . o
v one consecutive run of said symbol containing
o : - :
53 elements of at least one said reel is caused to

display an identical symbol.

10 2. The gaming machine of claim 1 wherein said identical
symbol is selected by a game controller from a subset

of available symbols.

3. The gaming machine of claim 2 wherein each symbol of
said subset of symbols is assigned a probability of

15 selection.

4. The gaming machine of any one of claims 1 to 3 wherein
said matrix of elements is comprised of five columns

and three rows of elements.

5. The gaming machine of any one of claims 1 to 4 wherein

20 . said at least one said reel is a first left-most reel.

6. The gaming machine of claim 5 wherein each element of

said first left-most reel other than elements of said
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at least one consecutive run of elements is populated

by a random selection of said available symbols.

7. The gaming machine of any one of claims 2 to 6 wherein °

V)
-
O
(@\]
O

o
[
ﬂ-
p—

said game controller selects one potential win element

5 from each said reel.

8. The gaming machine of claim 7 wherein a prize 1is

awarded to a player of a game on said gaming machine

2005900681

if a predetermined. arrangement of said potential win
elements ‘is displayed on a pre-defined payline of said

10 matrix of elements when a game sequence is concluded.

9. The gaming machine of any one of claims 2 to 8 wherein
eléments of each of reels two, three, four and five
are populated with a default random'selection of said

available symbols.

15 10. The gaming machine of claim 9 wherein each symbol
of at least one pre-defined consecutive run of said
elements of each of said réels two, three, four and
five is adapted for potential modification from said
default random selection of available symbols ﬁo a

20 said identical symbol.

11. The gaming machine of claim 10 wherein said

identical symbol is that . symbol populating said
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consecutive run of elements of a leftwardly adjoining

reel.

12. The gaming machine of claim 10or 11 wherein, said

Q)
S
O
(Q\
e

L
(&<
v
v—

modification from said default random selection occurs
5 : within any one of said reels two, three, four or five,
if a said win element of a preceding reel coincides

with a said element of a consecutive run of elements

2005900681

of said preceding reel.

13. "The gaming.machine of any one .of claims 1 to 12~
(VR wherein each said reel, which includes said at least
one consecutive run of identical symbols, is pre-spun

at a relatively slow rate when a game seguence is

initiated.
14, The gaming machine of any one of claims 1 to 13
15 wherein all symbols of all elements of at least one

said reel are identical.

15. The gaming machine of any one of claims 1 to 14
wherein said gaming machine is a single display stand-

alone gaming machine.

20 . 16. The gaming machine of any one of claims 1 to 14
wherein said gaming machine is a stand-alone gaming

machine provided with an upper secondary display.
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V! . .

o 17. The gaming machine of any one of claims 1 to 16
-

:; wherein said gaming machine is one of a plurality of
éi gaming machine linked to a progressive Jjackpot
v

— controller.

— 5 18. The gaming machine of any one of claims 1 to 17
8% .

gg wherein said elements are N-sided elements; where N is
N

(V) a variable.and values of N include N=1.

o . .

-

N N

19. The gaming. machine of claim 18 wherein said
values of N include 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13,

10 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20.

20. The gaming machine of claim 18 or 19 wherein said

N-sided elements are regular hexagons.

21. A method for inc;easing prébability of a winning
outcome on a gaming méchine; wherein said wiﬁning

15 outcome is determined by pre-defined arrangements of
symbols displayed in a maﬁ:ix of éleménts comprising
portions of simulated rotétable reels; said method

including the steps of:

(a) arranging at least one of said simulated

20 rotatable reels with at least one consecutive
run .of elements displaying an identical symbol;

said identical symbol selected from a subset of

available symbols,
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Z; (b) a game controller randomly selecting one
o

S element from each one of said simulated
.ﬁg rotatable reels as a potential win element.

v

L |

22. The method of claim 21 wherein said matrix of

O—C; 5 elements comprises three rows and five ‘columns of said
O

8 elements; said columns comprising portions of said
)

V) rotatable reels.

S

-

@\

23. The method of claim 21 or 22 wherein said
identical symbol is selected from a look-up table of

10 said subset of available symbéls.

24. The méthod of any one of claims 21 to 23 wherein
said at least one of said simuléted rotatable reels is

a first left-most reel.

25; The method of claim 24 wherein all said elements.

15 ‘ of said reels, except said at least one consecutive
run of élements displaying said identical symbél. on

said first left-most . reel, display randomly selected

symbols from said available symbols.

26. The method of claim 24 or 25 wherein reels other

20 than said first-left-mést reels are. each provided with
at least one potential consecutive run of elements

adapted for modification from said randomly selected

symbols to a said identical symbol.
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Zg 27. The method of claim. 26 wherein said mecdification
(]
N from said randomly selected symbols within said
o) : ) ’
d: potential consecutive run of said reels other than
ff said first left-most reel, 6ccurs if said potential

5 . win element of a leftwardly preceding reel falls
— B .
o0 . .
O within a said consecutive run of elements of said
S .
ER leftwardly preceding reel.
') .
S : .
53 28. A method of implementing a game of any one of

claims 1 to 27 on a gaming machine; said method

10 including the steps of:

(a) providihg said gaming machine with a control
module; said module including a microprocessor,
a working memory and a data storage device

connection means,

.15 (b) writing program code to said data storage
device,
(c) connecting said data storagé device to -'said

control module.

29. Media for sto;ing enabling digital éode for

20 . playing games according to any of claims .1 to 28; said
.media comprising solid state data retaining devices
inc;uding, read only memory (ROM) and erasable-

programmable read only memory (EPROM), compact flash
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cards and PCMCIA cards; said media further including

disc-based storage devices.

5 DATED: 14 February 2005

KONAMI AUSTRALIA PTY LTD

by their Patent Attorneys:

WALLINGTON-DUMMER

10

15
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8 ABSTRACT
S
(@\
8 A gaming machine arranged to display a matrix of symbol
| .
<t containing elements; each- column of said matrix
A

comprising a portion of a simulated rotatable reel of
; 5 said symbol containing elements; and wherein each of said
O ) .
8 symbol containing elements of at least one consecutive
m N -
8 run of said symbol containing elements of at least one
8_ said reel is caused to display an identical symbol.
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United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

PO. 450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
WWW.USPto.gov

| APPLICATION NUMBER | FILING OR 371(c) DATE | FIRST NAMED APPLICANT | ATTY.DOCKET NO/TITLE |
11/299,009 12/09/2005 Osamu Yoshimi DUMMES55.006AUS

CONFIRMATION NO. 4736
20995
KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON & BEAR LLP
2040 MAIN STREET
FOURTEENTH FLOOR
IRVINE, CA 92614

Date Mailed: 07/17/2006

RESPONSE TO REQUEST FOR CORRECTED FILING RECEIPT

Claims, Fees, and Inventors

In response to your request for a corrected Filing Receipt, the Office is unable to comply with the request
because:

O  The total number of claims appearing on the Filing Receipt does not include multiple dependent
claims. The total fee appearing on the Filing Receipt includes the cost of multiple dependent claims
that were present at the time the application was filed.

O  The filing fee is correct. it may include additional claims fees and/or the surcharge under 37 CFR 1.16
(e) for filing an oath/declaration or basic filing fee after the application filing date; or it may not reflect
fees refunded to the applicant that were paid by mistake.

a The number of claims reflected on the filing receipt is correct. Upon review of the claims, it was found
that there was a miscalculation by the applicant. This may be due to improperly presented muitiple
dependent claims, typographical error, misnumbering of the claims, or other oversight. An amendment
may be necessary to correct the problem.

a The filing fee reflected on the filing receipt is correct. Applicant may have miscalculated the fees due.

Applicant calculated fees as other than small entity; however, applicant asserted small entity status in
the application. Therefore, fees were applied as small entity and the remainder was refunded to the
applicant.

O  The difference between the fees paid and the fees due was refunded to the applicant and will not be
shown on the filing receipt.

The inventor information may be truncated if the family name consists of more than 50 characters
(letters and spaces combined) and if the given name consists of more than 50 characters (letters and
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spaces combined).

a The inventor's residence allows for up to 40 characters (letters and spaces combined).

The inventor's residence will only include the city and state for U.S. residences or city and country for
residences outside the U.S. (See MPEP 605.02).

O A petition to correct the inventorship is needed to make this change. See 37 CFR 1.48. For non-
provisional applications, the petition should be directed to the Director of the examining group
assigned to your application.

O Changes made after submission of an executed declaration to the inventor information other than
correction of typographical errors must be submitted in the form of a substitute declaration. Change of

inventorship requires a petition under 37 CFR 1.48.

O  The number of drawings shown on the filing receipt reflects the number of drawing sheets submitted
and is not necessarily equal to the number of figures submitted.

a The correspondence address was captured as directed by applicant on filing. If you wish
correspondence to be directed otherwise, please submit a request for a change of address.

a The docket number allows a maximum of 25 characters.

O  The person signing on behalf of the deceased inventor is reflected on the Filing Receipt as the legal
representative.

O Thefiling date of a parent application cannot be changed by this request. A petition to correct the filing
date in the parent application is required.

Office of Initial Patent Examination (571) 272-4000, or 1-800-PT0-9199, or 1-800-972-6382

PART 3 - OFFICE COPY
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DUMMES5 : 006AUS PATENT

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Applicant : Osamu Yoshimi Group Art Unit 3713
Appl. No. : 11/299,009
Filed . December 9, 2005
For : GAMING MACHINE WITH RUNS
OF SYMBOLS

REQUEST FOR CORRECTED FILING RECEIPT

Commissioner for Patents

P.O. Box 1450

Office of Initial Patent Examination
Customer Service Center
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Sir:
Applicants hereby request that the Official Filing Receipt, a copy of which is enclosed, be
corrected to reflect the correct address of the inventor to Botany, NSW, Australia. Presently, the

Filing Receipt incorrectly shows the address as Botany, Australia.

Dated: 5//0/ 0! By:

Registration No. 37,743
Attorney of Record
Customer No. 20,995
(951) 781-9231

2738415:1w
071006
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
: United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
Wwww.uspto.gov
appLno. | F 'LEE)GD%‘;“ ART UNIT | FIL FEE RECD ATTY.DOCKET NO DRAWINGS | TOT cLMs | IND cLMs
11/299,009 12/09/2005 3713 1480 DUMMES55.006AUS 7 27 2
CONFIRMATION NO. 4736
20995

' UPDATED FILING RECEIPT
KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON & BEAR LLP

2040 MAIN STREET 0 AL

FOURTEENTH FLOOR *0C000000018634561*
IRVINE, CA 92614

Date Mailed: 04/27/2006

Receipt is acknowledged of this regular Patent Application. It will be considered in its order and you will be
notified as to the results of the examination. Be sure to provide the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER, FILING DATE,
NAME OF APPLICANT, and TITLE OF INVENTION when inquiring about this application. Fees transmitted by
check or draft are subject to collection. Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an
error is noted on this Filing Receipt, please mail to the Commissioner for Patents P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria Va 22313-1450. Please provide a copy of this Filing Receipt with the changes noted thereon. If
you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" for this application, please submit any corrections to this
Filing Receipt with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processes the reply to the Notice, the
USPTO will generate another Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections (if appropriate).

Applicant(s) N Suly
Osamu Yoshimi, Botany {AUSTRALIA;

Power of Attorney: The patent practitioners associated with Customer Number 20995.

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant

Foreign Applications
AUSTRALIA AU2005900681 02/14/2005

If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 01/27/2006

The country code and number of your priority application, to be used for filing abroad under the Paris

Convention, is US11/299,009

Projected Publication Date: 08/17/2006

_ Non-Publication Request: No

Early Publication Request: No

Title
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Gaming machine with runs of symbois

Preliminary Class
463

PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent in

a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an interational
" application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same
effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the
filing of patent applications on the same invention in member countries, but does not result in a grant of "an
international patent" and does not eliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in
countries where patent protection is desired.

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an
application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ
in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from
specific foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely.

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions made in the United States, the Director of the USPTO
must issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. The filing of a U.S. patent
application serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further
information and guidance as to the status of applicant's license for foreign filing.

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents" (specifically, the
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlines for filing foreign
patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, or it
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.goviweb/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html.

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may
wish to consult the U.S. Government website, http://www.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerce
initiative, this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protect intellectual
property in specific countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement
issues, applicants may call the U.S. Government hotline at 1-866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4158).

LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER
Title 35, United States Code, Section 184
Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15

GRANTED

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as
set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The
date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted
under 37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14. ‘

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof
unless it is revoked. This ficense is automatically transferred to any related applications(s) filed under 37 CFR
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1.53(d). This license is not retroactive.

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject
matter as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the
national security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations
especially with respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls,
Department of State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of
Industry and Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign Assets Control,
Department of Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy.

NOT GRANTED

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR
5.12, if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months
has lapsed from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy
order under 35 U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b).
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Page ] A , Attomey's Docket No. DUMMES55.006ATUS

DECLARATION - UgA PATENT APPLICATION o
. ‘:\ /{ ,:: § o \\\/)-/
As a below named inventor, T hereby declare that- @ U LV)’J

My residence, post office addregg and citizenship are as stated below next to my name; -

I belisye I am the original, first and sole inventor of the Squcot‘mattz'-,.r which is claimed
and Tor which 1 patent i souglit on the invention entitled “GAMING MACRINE WITH RUNS

or SYMBOLS ”: the specification of which was filed on ‘December 9, 2005, as Application
Serial No, 1_1/29.9,009.. _ ) : .

I bereby state that I have reviewed and unds.rsiaud fbe contents of the gbove jdentified
specification, inoJuding the claims, as amsnded by any amendment reforred to aboveé;

I sclnowledge the duty to disclose information which ig maierial to patentability as
 defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, §1.56; - ~

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code, § 119(a)~(d)
- of any forcign application(s) for patent or inventor's certificate listed below md have also
identified below any foreign application for patent or inventor's certificate having 2 filing date
before that of the application on which Priority is claimed: : _ :

PRIOR FOREIGN APPLICATION (S) v ' Priorit
et MY S
. Claimed
No.: AU 2005500681 Country: Australia Date Filed: 14 February 2005 Yes

L hersby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and thai

_._«_._.__—_...._..__.ﬁ._____,____‘ —_— —— —— - .__,.___._.__..___..._._,.__
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—_—

Full name of solc invenror: Osamu Yoshimi

Inventor's signatare . | ;_\ __; o
s el COPY
D o, 29 L ol : ot

—_— _
Residence: 28 Lord Sreet, BOTANY, NSw 2019, AUSTRATIA
‘ C'iﬁze:islu’p; Japapese _ ,
Post Office Address: PO o 322, BOTANY, NS§W 2019, AUSTRALIA

\ . -
Send Correspondencs Ta: - _ ,

KN OBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLp

Crstomer No.‘v 20,995 '

2255232: ke
123005
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 1108456
Application Number: 11299009
Confirmation Number: 4736

Title of Invention:

Gaming machine with runs of symbols

First Named Inventor:

Osamu Yoshimi

Customer Number:

20995

Filer:

Michael H. Trenholm/Laurel Weiler

Filer Authorized By:

Michael H. Trenholm

Attorney Docket Number:

DUMMES55.006AUS

Receipt Date: 13-JUL-2006
Filing Date: 09-DEC-2005
Time Stamp: 19:06:09
Application Type: Utility
International Application Number:
Payment information:
Submitted with Payment no
File Listing:
Dﬁﬁummbgrt Document Description File Name File Size(Bytes) “g::tt' Pages
1 Request for Corrected Filing Receipt requestf%rgg;zégngMESS- 268827 no 6
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Warnings:

Information:

Total Files Size (in bytes):| 268827

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt
similar to a Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see
37 CFR 1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date
shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions
of 35 U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/E0O/903 indicating acceptance of the
application as a national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt,
in due course.
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Docket No.: DUMMESS5.006AUS Customer No. 20,995

/ %
MAY 15 7006 2

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Apglficant : Osamu Yoshimi CREJFICATE OF MAILING
)4 1 hereby ce hat this correspondence and all
Pp. No . 11 /299’009 marked attadnients are being deposited with
the United td¢s Postal Service as first-class
. . mail in envelope  addressed  to:
Filed . December 9, 2005 Commissiol for Patents, P.O. Box 1450,
Alexandria, 22313-1450, on
< For :  GAMING MACHINE WITH RUNS OF ay 10,2006
) SYMBOLS / (Date)
Examiner : Unknown \
. Art Unit . 3713 Michael Vi reRholm, Reg. No. 37,743
-

s

Mail Stop Amendment
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Dear Sir:
Enclosed for filing in the above-identified application is a PTO/SB/08 Equivalent listing
two (2) references to be considered by the Examiner. Also enclosed are two (2) foreign patent

references and/or non-patent literature as listed on thg Information Disclosure Statement.

This Information Disclosure Statement is bging filed before the receipt of a first Office

Action on the merits, and presumably no fee is reqied. If a first Office Action on the merits

\ bmitted,

KNOBBE) &%‘Il' TENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP
Michael H! Trenholm

Registration No. 37,743

Attorney of Record

Customer No. 20,995
(951) 781-9231

2586244:1w
050906
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Docket No.: DUMMES55.006AUS May 9, 2006
Page 1 of |

Please Direct All Correspondence to Customer Number 20995

h)

MAY 15 g5 & TRANSMITTAL LETTER

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Applicant :  Osamu Yoshimi CERTIFICATE R MAILING
1 hereby certify that this espondence and all
App, No : 11/299,009 marked attachments ar ing deposited with
the United States PostgliService as first-class
. mail in an envd! addressed  to:
i Filed : December 9’ 2005 Commissioner for Pa , P.O. Box 1450,
g Alexandria, VA 22313 0,on
For ;. GAMING MACHINE WITH RUNS OF May 2006/
SYMBOLS
Examiner : Unknown
Art Unit . 3713 Michael H. Trenhol}h, Reg. No. 37,743

Mail Stop Amendment
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
Dear Sir:
Enclosed for filing in the above-identified application are:

x) An Information Disclosure Statement and PTO/SB/08 equivalent listing references for
constderation:

x) Listing two (2) references.
X Enclosing two (2) references.

X) The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additighgl fees which may be required, or
credit any overpayment, to Account No. 11-1410.

X) Return prepaid postcard.

Michael H.*Trenholm
Registration No. 37,743
Attorney of Record
Customer No. 20,995
(951) 781-9231

2586297:1w
050906
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PO ) : %
" MAY 15 0%
g PTO/SB/08 Equivalent
Application No. 11/299,009
INFOR ISCLOSURE Filing Date December 9, 2005
First Named Inventor | Osamu Yoshimi
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT .
Art Unit 3713
(Multiple sheets used when necessary) Examiner Unknown
SHEET 1 OF 1 Attorney Docket No. DUMMESS.006AUS
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS
’ . Document Number - Pages, Columns, Lines Where
E:(:i?i‘;{;er %';e Number - Kind Code (if known) Pl\lljlkllll-glg?cYDYaYte Name of Patentee or Applicant Relevant Passages or Relevant
’ Example: 1,234,567 B1 Figures Appear
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
. : Foreign Patent Document Publication Pages, Columns, Lines
E:(:;:;;;er ?\;‘t)e Country Code-Number-Kind Code Date Namer f iTiitaenr;tee or Where Relevant Passages or T
) Example: JP 1234567 A1 MM-DD-YYYY PP Relevant Figures Appear
AU 2004203045 A1 07/29/2004 - |Aristocrat Technologies
Australia Pty Ltd
AU 2002301067 A1 06/12/2003 Stargames Corporation
Limited

NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS

Examiner | Cite | Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the

N . . . . N 2}
Initials No. item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue T
number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published.

2586194: 1w
050906

Examiner Signature Date Considered

*Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not
in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

TT- Place a check mark in this area when an English language Transiation is attached.
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(12) STANDARD PATENT APPLICATION (11) Application No. AU 2004203045 A1
(19) AUSTRALIAN PATENT OFFICE

(54) Title
Gaming machine with multi special symbol game
51y International Patent Classification(s})
AB3F 013/00 AB3F 005/04
GO7F 017/34
(21) Application No: 2004203045 (22 Date of Filing: 2004.07.06
(43) Publication Date: 2004.07.29

(43) Publication Journal Date: ~ 2004.07.29

62) Divisional of:
775869

(71) Applicant(s)
Aristocrat Technologies Australia Pty Ltd

(72) Inventor(s)
Bryant, Natalle

(74) Agent/ Attorney
FB Rice & Co, 605 Darling Street, Balmain, NSW, 2041
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ABSTRACT .

A gaming machine 10 has a display 14 and a game controller arranged to control
images displayed on the display 14. The game controller is arranged to play a2 game
wherein at least one random event is caused to be displayed on the display means and,
if a predefined winning event occurs, the machine awards a prize. The display 14
displays a plurality of spinning reels 18, each reel 18 carrying symbols from a set of
symbols. One of the symbols of the set is a special symbol and, in respect of at least
one of the reels, the set comprises more than one occurrence of the special symbol.
The special symbols on the at least one reel are arranged on the reel so that more than
one special symbol is able to be displayed simultaneously when the reels are in a rest
condition. When more than a minimum number of special symbols are displayed at
any one time, all the displayed special symbols contribute to a single paying
combination of the special symbols.

BEST AVAILABLE COPY

maspacil1 1000011 18-119\119194div.doc
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(12) STANDARD PATENT APPLICATION (11) Application No. AU 2002301067 A1
(19) AUSTRALIAN PATENT OFFICE

54)

@)
(30)
31)
(43)
(43)
(71)

(72)

(74)

51y

Title
Method and apparatus for gaming scatter feature

International Patent Classification(s)
AB3F 005/04 AB3F 013/00
GO7F 017/34

Application No: 2002301067 (22) Date of Filing:  2002.09.17

Prionty Data

Number (32) Date {33) Country
PR 7681 2001.09.17 AU
Publication Date: 2003.06.12

Publication Journal Date: 2003.06.12

Applicant(s)
Stargames Corporation Limited

Inventor(s)
O'Halloran, Terry

Agent/ Attorney

Watermark Patent & Trademark Attomeys 290 Burwood Road, Hawthorn, VIC, 3122
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ABSTRACT

A method and apparatus for performing a scatter feature on a gaming
machine. The gaming machine includes a display having N elements. The
winnings are determined by the number of times one or more predstermined
symbols appears anywhere in the N elements, without the traditional reference to
columns or lines.

'BEST AVAILABLE COPY
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PATENT

Case Docket No. DUMMES5.006AUS /
Date: April 12,2006

TRANSMITTAL LETTER
RESPONSE TO MISSING PARTS

Applicant . Osamu Yoshimi CERTIFICATE OF MAILING

I hereby certify that this correspondence and all
App No . 11/299’009 marked attachments are being deposited with

the United States]Postal Service as first-class
envelope addressed  to:
Patents, P.O. Box 1450,
313-1450, on

mail in an

Filed . December 9, 2005 Commissioner

Alexandria, VA

For : GAMING MACHINE WITH RUNS OF ril 12. 2006
SYMBOLS ~ (Date
Art Unit ;3713 /
Michael HY Trenholm, Reg. No. 37,743
Mail Stop Missing Parts
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450
Dear Sir:
In response to the Notice to File Missing Parts of Application Under 37 CFR 1.53(),
which was mailed by the Office on January 30, 2006, enclosed are:
(X)  Anexecuted Declaration by Inventor.
(X)  Power of Attorney and Copy of Assignment.
(X) A Notice to File Missing Parts.
(X)  Return prepaid postcard.

04/18/2006 MAHMED1 00000047 11293009
02 FC:1251 120.00 0P
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. PATENT

Case Docket No. DUMMES55.006AUS
Date: April 12, 2006

(X)  Fees as calculated below:

The fee has been calculated as shown below:

FEE CALCULATION
FEE TYPE FEE CODE CALCULATION TOTAL
Surcharge ' 1.16(e) 1051 ($130) $130
1 Month Extension 1.17¢a)(1) 1251 ($120) $120
’ SUB TOTAL $250
TOTAL FEE DUE $250

(X) A check in the amount of $250 to cover the above fees is enclosed.

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any a
required, now or in the future, or credit any overpayment, to Ac

Michael H. ﬁ' renholm
Registration No. 37,743
Attorney of Record
Customer No. 20,995
(951) 781-9231

2519306
041206
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

Www.uspto.gov

l APPLICATION NUMBER | FILING OR 371 (c) DATE |  FIRSTNAMED APPLICANT |  ATTORNEY DOCKET NUMBER |
11/299,009 12/09/2005 Osamu Yoshimi DUMMESS.006AUS

CONFIRMATION NO. 4736

20995 FORMALITIES
KNOBBE MARTENS OLSON & BEAR LLP LETTER

2040 MAIN STREET

FOURTEENTH FLOOR

IRVINE, CA 92614

Date Mailed: 01/30/2006

NOTICE TO FILE MISSING PARTS OF NONPROVISIONAL APPLICATION
FILED UNDER 37 CFR 1.53(b)
Filing Date Granted

Items Required To Avoid Abandonment:

An application number and filing date have been accorded to this application. The item(s) indicated below,
however, are missing. Applicant is given TWO MONTHS from the date of this Notice within which to file all
required items and pay any fees required below to avoid abandonment. Extensions of time may be obtained by
filing a petition accompanied by the extension fee under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a).

e The oath or declaration is missing. A properly signed oath or declaration in compliance with 37 CFR 1.63,
identifying the application by the above Application Number and Filing Date, is required.
Note: If a petition under 37 CFR 1.47 is being filed, an oath or declaration in compliance with 37 CFR 1.63
signed by all available joint inventors, or if no inventor is available by a party with sufficient proprietary
interest, is required.

The applicant needs to satisfy supplemental fees problems indicated below.

The required item(s) identified below must be timely submitted to avoid abandonment:

e To avoid abandonment, a surcharge (for late submission of filing fee, search fee, examination fee or oath or
declaration) as set forth in 37 CFR 1.16(f) of $130 for a non-small entity, must be submitted with the missing items
identified in this letter.

SUMMARY OF FEES DUE:
Total additional fee(s) required for this application is $130 for a Large Entity

e $130 Surcharge.

Replies should be mailed to:  Mail Stop Missing Parts

04/18/2006 WAHMEDL 00000047 11299009
01 FC:1051 130.00 0P
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C i f;"; ’ .
o T Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria VA 22313-1450

A copy of this jotice MUST be returned with the reply.

)

Office of Initial Patent Examination (571) 272/4000, or 1-800-PTO-9199, or 1-800-972-6382
PART 2 - COPY TO BE RETURNED WITH RESPONSE
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Attomey’s Docket No. DUMMES 5.006AUS

LEFARATION - USA PATENT APPLICATION
As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that-

My residence, post office address and ottizenship are as statcd below next to my name; -

I believe I am the original, first and sole inventor of the 'squect'matte:,r which is claimed
and Tor which a p

: atent is sought on the invention cntitled “GAMING MACHINE WITY RUNS
Oor SYMBOLS®; the specification of which, wag filed on December 9, 2005, as Application
Serial No, 11/299,009.

BEST AVAILABLE COPY

e the ciaims, as amended 0y any amendment referred to above;

I scknowledge thc duty to disclose information which is matedal to patentability as
defined in Title 37, Code of Federai Regulations, § 1.56;

1 hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United Statcs ‘Code, § 119(a)-(d)
- of any forcign application(s) for i or's certi :

identified below any forcign application for patent of inventor’
before that of the application o

PRIOR FOREIGN APPLICA TION(S)

No.: AU 2005900681 Country: Australis Date Piled: 14 February 2005 Yes
I hereby declare thar all statements made
all statements made on tnformation and belicf
Statements were made with the knowledge that willful
Dupishable by fitiz 5t Imprigshmetit, of both, #ader S&ction 100T &f Title 18 of the Usited Stitas |
Code aud that such willful, false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or .any
patent issued thereon, '

__._.__—.—-._.__—_\_.__—..____ __.__..,,____.___._._.._-_____.______________,___

High5 Exhibit 1002, Page 283 of 318




-

-BEST AVAILABLE COPY

5

;

Full namc of solc inventor: Osamun Yoshimi

Inventor's signature

e —— e

Date _/_@L % . ps -

Residence: 28 Lord Street, BOTANY, NSW 2019, AUSTRATIA

Citizenship: J. apanese

Post Office Address: PO Box 322, BOTANY, NSW 2019, AUSTRALTA

—

Send Correspondences To: -
KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP
Cuastomer No. 20,995

2255232 %ma

123005
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BEST AVAILABLE‘COPY_‘

infortnation aad beief are bslisyed o be try
willful,

1001, and thar willful, Falss stements may

The
appoints the registrams of Knobbe, M
California 92614, Telephone (349) 760

ead revocation (o prosecute this applicar]
connbotad herewid;. Th

. wilh the provisions of:37 CFR §3.71.

D'a.rcd:

Assighinent repregens the entire chain of titls o
reviswad this Assignmerrt, and to 0 best of the Assignes's knowledygs

9517814507

.

PATENT

ESTABLISHMENT OF RIGET OF ASSIGNEE TO TAKE ACTION
ND {

ANI .
REVOCATION ANR POWER O ATTORNEY
To the Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks
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DUMMES5.006AUS PATENT
GAMING MACHINE WITH RUNS OF SYMBOLS
RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application claims priority to Australian Provisional Patent
Application No. 2005900681, filed February 14, 2005, which is hereby incorporated
in its entirety by reference herein.

BACKGROUND

[0002] The present invention relates to gaming machines for the playing of
games of chance and, more particularly, to special features of games or feature games
which may be offered on such machines.

[0003] Gaming, or poker machines, have become a major source of
amusement and diversion in such places as clubs, hotels and casinos in many parts of
the world.

[0004] Traditionally such machines were mechanical devices where a
number of reels marked with a plurality of numbers or symbols could be made to spin
randomly by the application of some mechanical input. If the subsequent patterns of
numbers or symbols displayed on the reels, when these returned to a rest state,
corresponded to predetermined patterns, the machine would provide a prize or payout.
Generally such gaming machines have come to be regulated by government
authorities as to their number and in the manner in which the machines must return a
percentage of the monetary turnover to the players.

[0005] The introduction of electronics, computers and electronic graphical
displays, has allowed a continual increase in the complexity and variations of gaming
machines, games and displays while maintaining the basic concept of the traditional
machine. Nevertheless, in some jurisdictions at least, government regulations
effectively restrict the degree of variation which may be incorporated in games played
on coin-freed machines.

[0006] Machines and games therefore that offer novel and stimulating
variations on the basic game theme and environment, yet comply with these
restrictions are eagerly sought by the gaming industry and there is consequently

intense competition between machine manufacturers to innovate.
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[0007] Games based on simulated rotatable reels typically display a matrix
of elements each of which displays a symbol. Predetermined patterns of symbols, if
displayed after the reels are spun and come to rest, may then award a prize to the
player of the game. Typically also, the symbols are arranged in the elements of a reel
so that adjoining elements do not display the same symbol.

[0008] An exception to this is found for example in Australian Patent
Application number 2004203045 (Aristocrat Technologies Australia Pty Ltd), in
which arrangements are envisaged where two special symbols may occur adjacent one
to the other.

[0009] A similar exception is found in Australian Patent Application
number 2002301067 (Stargames Corporation Limited), in which a specific symbol
and the number of its occurrences in the display at the conclusion of a game sequence,
is determinant of a win. As indicated in Fig. 2 of the specification, two such symbols
may appear in adjoining elements of a reel.

[0010] Both these examples of the prior art allow for only a single
predetermined or special symbol to take up such adjacent positions on a reel.

[0011] It is an object of the present invention to address or at least

ameliorate some of the above disadvantages.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF INVENTION

[0012] Accordingly, in a first broad form of the invention, there is
provided a gaming machine arranged to display a matrix of symbol containing
elements; each column of said matrix comprising a portion of a simulated rotatable
reel of said symbol containing elements; and wherein each of said symbol containing
elements of at least one consecutive run of said symbol containing elements of at least
one said reel is caused to display an identical symbol.

[0013] Preferably, said identical symbol is selected by a game controller
from a subset of available symbols.

[0014] Preferably, each symbol of said subset of symbols is assigned a
probability of selection.

[0015] Preferably, said matrix of elements is comprised of five columns
and three rows of elements.

[0016] Preferably, said at least one said reel is a first left-most reel.
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[0017] Preferably, each element of said first left-most reel other than
elements of said at least one consecutive run of elements is populated by a random
selection of said available symbols.

[0018] Preferably, said game controller selects one potential win element
from each said reel.

(0019] Preferably, a prize is awarded to a player of a game on said gaming
machine if a predetermined arrangement of said potential win elements is displayed
on a pre-defined payline of said matrix of elements when a game sequence is
concluded.

[0020] Preferably, elements of each of reels two, three, four and five are
populated with a default random selection of said available symbols.

| [0021] Preferably, each symbol of at least one pre-defined consecutive run
of said elements of each of said reels two, three, four and five is adapted for potential
modification from said default random selection of available symbols to a said
identical symbol.

[0022] Preferably, said identical symbol is that symbol populating said
consecutive run of elements of a leftwardly adjoining reel.

[0023] Preferably, said modification from said default random selection
occurs within any one of said reels two, three, four or five, if a said win element of a
preceding reel coincides with a said element of a consecutive run of elements of said
preceding reel.

[0024] Preferably, each said reel, which includes said at least one
consecutive run of identical symbols, is pre-spun at a relatively slow rate when a
game sequence is initiated.

[0025] Preferably, all symbols of all elements of at least one said reel are
identical.

[0026] Preferably, said gaming machine is a single display stand-alone
gaming machine.

[0027] Preferably, said gaming machine is a stand-alone gaming machine
provided with an upper secondary display.

[0028] Preferably, said gaming machine is one of a plurality of gaming
machine linked to a progressive jackpot controller.

[0029] Preferably, said elements are N-sided elements; where N is a

variable and values of N include N=1.
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[0030] Preferably, said values of N include 4, 5, 6, 7, 8,9, 10, 11, 12, 13,
14, 15,16, 17, 18, 19 and 20.

[0031] Preferably, said N-sided elements are regular hexagons.

[0032] In a further broad form of the invention there is provided a method
for increasing probability of a winning outcome on a gaming machine; wherein said
winning outcome is determined by pre-defined arrangements of symbols displayed in
a matrix of elements comprising portions of simulated rotatable reels; said method
including the steps of:

(a) arranging at least one of said simulated rotatable reels with at least
one consecutive run of elements displaying an identical symbol;

said identical symbol selected from a subset of available symbols,

(b) a game controller randomly selecting one element from each one of

said simulated rotatable reels as a potential win element.

[0033] Preferably, said matrix of elements comprises three rows and five
columns of said elements; said columns comprising portions of said rotatable reels.

[0034] Preferably, said identical symbol is selected from a look-up table of
said subset of available symbols.

[0035] Preferably, said at least one of said simulated rotatable reels is a
first left-most reel.

[0036] Preferably, all said elements of said reels, except said at least one
consecutive run of elements displaying said identical symbol on said first left-most
reel, display randomly selected symbols from said available symbols.

[0037] Preferably, reels other than said first left-most reels are each
provided with at least one potential consecutive run of elements adapted for
modification from said randomly selected symbols to a said identical symbol.

[0038] Preferably, said modification from said randomly selected symbols
within said potential consecutive run of said reels other than said first left-most reel,
occurs if said potential win element of a leftwardly preceding reel falls within a said

consecutive run of elements of said leftwardly preceding reel.

High5 Exhibit 1002, Page 298 of 318



[0039] In yet a further broad form of the invention there is provided a
method of implementing a game of any one of claims 1 to 27 on a gaming machine;
said method including the steps of:

© providing said gaming machine with a control module; said module
including a microprocessor, a working memory and a data storage

device connection means,

(d) writing program code to said data storage device,

(e) connecting said data storage device to said control module.

[0040] In still a further broad form of the invention there is provided
media for storing enabling digital code for playing games according to any of claims 1
to 28; said media comprising solid state data retaining devices including, read only
memory (ROM) and erasable programmable read only memory (EPROM), compact
flash cards and PCMCIA cards; said media further including disc-based storage

devices.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0041] Embodiments of the present invention will now be described with
reference to the accompanying drawings wherein:

[0042] Figure | is a partial view of a gaming machine with a display
showing a matrix of elements and symbols comprising portions of simulated rotatable
reels,

[0043] Figure 2 is a schematic representation of the elements and symbols
of portions of the first or left-most rotatable reel of Fig. 1,

[0044) Figure 3 is a schematic representation of an “inner reel” or look-up
table,

[0045] Figures 4A to 4C are schematic representations of portions of the
reel of Fig. 2 and of the adjoining second reel for a particular game situation,

[0046] Figures 5 and 6 show examples of the display of Fig. 1 during play

of a game using hexagonal elements,

High5 Exhibit 1002, Page 299 of 318



[0047]) Figure 7 is a schematic representation of a control module, input
‘keyboard and display for implementing the game embodiments of Figs. 3to 9,

[0048] Figure 8 is a perspective view of a stand-alone gaming machine
with a single display unit,

[0049] Figure 9 is a front view of a stand-alone gaming machine with a
main display and a\secondary display unit,

[0050] Figure 10 is a perspective view of a number of the gaming

machines of Figs. 8 or 9 when linked to a progressive jackpot system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS
First Preferred Embodiment -

[0051] - With reference to Figs. 1 and 2, a gaming machine 10 is provided
with a display 12, showing portions of a number of adjoining simulated rotatable reels
26 to 30. Each reel is divided into a given number of elements, for example 256
elements. In this example, when rotatable reels 26 to 30 are at rest, the display shows
a matrix of elements 14 in five columns, 16 to 20 and three rows, 22 to 24, so that
each column comprises a three-element portion of the respective simulated rotatable
reel. Each element 14 of simulated rotatable reels 26 to 30 is arranged to display a
symbol 32. With some exceptions, as explained below, the sequence of symbols
within the elements of a reel remains fixed for all games played.

[0052] A game controller (not shown) pre-selects at random, at the
initiation of a game sequence, a potential win element for each reel from the set of
elements. That is, the game controller predetermines which element, and therefore
which symbol, will be displayed in a pay line position at the end of a game sequence,
and may therefore contribute to a winning outcome.

[0053] In this first preferred embodiment of the invention, at least one
reel, the first left-most reel, is arranged to have at least one run of an identical symbol
in each of a number of consecutive elements. The arrangement is shown
schematically in Fig. 2 where portions of the left-most reel 26 are shown in strip form
and, for example, a run of kings (crown symbol) is arranged for display in runs of five
consecutive elements 30 at three locations 31 to 33 respectively. The three runs of
consecutive elements in this example are elements 20 to 24, 100 to 104 and 200 to

204, within the 256-element length of the strip. In this preferred embodiment, the

-6-
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number of elements in a run and the location of the consecutive run or runs within the
strip are predetermined and remain constant for each game played on the machine.
The identical symbol which populates these consecutive run or runs of elements may
be considered as one of a set of “inner reel” symbols.

[0054] The game controller (not shown) determines the identical symbol
to be displayed in each consecutive element of the run or runs of consecutive elements
in which the symbol is to be shown. The selection of the identical symbol is through a
notional rotation of an “inner reel” 34 shown as a strip of elements and symbols in
Fig. 3. This “inner reel” is in effect a look-up table and is not displayed, but its
simulated rotation.and “coming to rest” determines which symbol will populate the
run or runs of consecutive elements of the left-most reel.

[0055] The symbols of the “inner reel” or look-up table from which the
selection is made, are a sub-set of the set of symbols displayed in the remaining non-
“inner reel” elements of the left-most reel. Thus, where the symbols are those of a suit
of cards, the “inner reel” symbols may be those of the Ace, King, Queen and Jack,
sometimes called the trump or court cards. The look-up table could also include a
“wild” or “scatter” symbol. As previously noted, the arrangement or ordering of the
symbols in the elements of the reel, other than the consecutive run or runs of
elements, remain constant for every game, only the selection of the identical symbol
from the look-up table is performed anew for each new play of a game.

[0056] The symbols 36 of the look-up table 34 need not all have the same
probability of selection but may be assigned a hierarchy of probability. Thus for
example, those symbols for which a winning combination confers on the player of a
game a relatively higher value prize, such as the ace and the king, may have an
inversely proportional probability of being selected as an “inner reel” symbol.

[0057] The reels are now spun as normal. The player will notice the run or
runs of identical symbols passing through the display 12 for each revolution of the
left-most reel 26, thereby providing a heightening of interest, since the odds of a
winning arrangement of symbols appearing on a pre-defined pay line in the matrix at

the conclusion of the game sequence will be increased.

High5 Exhibit 1002, Page 301 of 318



Second Preferred Embodiment

[0058] In a second preferred embodiment of the invention, the second reel,
that is the second reel from the left in this example, may also be modified to include at

ln

least one run of consecutive elements displaying the same “inner reel” symbol as that
used to populate the elements of the consecutive run or runs of the left-most reel. As
for the first, left-most reel, the number and location of the consecutive elements of the
potential run or runs within the strip of elements forming the simulated reel, is
predetermined and remains constant.

[0059} Prior to modification, all the elements of the second reel (and
likewise those of the third fourth and fifth reel) are randomly populated with symbols
from the set of available symbols. Unless modification is triggered in the manner
explained below, the ordering of these symbols within the elements of the reels
remains constant for every game; only those symbols of the potential run or runs
being displaced should a modifying event occur.

[0060] The populating of the potential “inner reel” elements of the second
reel, and of any subsequent reels, is dependent on the potential win element for the
first, or preceding reel, which was randomly selected by the game controller, lying
within a run of consecutive elements of that reel. For example if, as shown in Fig. 4A,
in the left-most reel 26, which has consecutive runs comprising the elements as
numbered in the First Preferred Embodiment above, the potential win element
selected is element number 103, the second reel 27 will be modified. Second reel 27
in this example has two potential runs 40 and 41 of consecutive “inner reel” elements,
element numbers 83 to 87 and 191 to 195 respectively, which in a default state are
randomly populated from the set of available symbols as shown in Fig 4B. However,
because the selected potential win element 103 of reel 26 falls within run 32, the
potential “inner reel” elements 83 to 87 and 191 to 195 of reel 27 are replaced with
the same identical symbol as used for the consecutive run or runs of the left-most reel
26 as shown in Fig 4C.

[0061] A player will now discern a bias of symbols, (in our example
crown symbols), in both the first, left-most, and second reels as these are spun during
the play of a game. The effect is clearly an increase in the probability of a winning
combination of symbols appearing along a pre-defined pay line within the matrix and

consequently a raised level of interest in the outcome of the game for the player.
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[0062] The same process of populating potential “inner reel” elements
with the “inner reel” symbol of the preceding reel, may be sequentially applied to the
third, fourth and fifth reels. As described for the second reel, the modification of a
succeeding} reel depends on the selected potential win element of the preceding reel

falling within a run of “inner reel” elements of that reel.

Third Preferred Embodiment

[0063] In at least one preferred form of this embodiment, a player is made
aware of the populating of one or more consecutive runs of the left-most reel with the
identical symbol. This may be done prior to the main game sequence, for example, by
a slower pre-spin of only the left-most reel. If any further reels are so populated, each
may be pre-spun sequentially.

[0064] The displayed game rules and experience will alert a player to the
fact that the potential winning element for a given reel is positioned somewhere
within the run, or one of the runs of consecutive elements populated with the identical
symbol if the second and any subsequent reels are also pre-spun to display a run or
runs of that symbol. The player will appreciate that the probability of a winning
combination occurring increases with each additional reel which is pre-spun to

display its run or runs of elements with the same symbol.

Fourth Preferred Embodiment

[0065] The above described embodiments may be applied to a main game
of a gaming machine or to a feature game offered as a result of some triggering event
in a main game.

[0066] In a preferred embodiment of the invention as adapted for a feature
game, the number of elements comprising a run of identical “inner reel” symbols and
the number of such runs in any given reel is not constant but may be determined in a
number of ways. Thus, in at least one preferred embodiment, the number of elements
comprising a run may be a function of the amount of a bet placed by the player on the

main game which triggered the feature game, or as a function of accumulated
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throughput of bets over a given time period. In one special case, all the elements of
the first left-most reel may be populated by the same “inner reel” symbol.

[0067] Likewise, the number of runs in a given reel may be a function also
of the betting pattern preceding the conferring of the feature game or alternatively,
may be a function of the particular triggering event of the main game which led to the

feature game.

Fifth Preferred Embodiment

The elements comprising the matrix of elements of any of the above described
embodiments may be of conventional rectangular configuration, but in at least one
preferred embodiment the delineation of an element, that is, the boundary defining the
field containing a symbol, may be any N-sided figure, where N may take the value 1
(thus a circular field) or any value from 3 to 20. In at least one preferred form of N-
sided element, as shown in Figs. 5 and 6, the elements 50 are hexagon shape for the

value of N=6.

Game Implementation

[0068] Any of the above described embodiments may be implemented on
any gaming machine or group of gaming machine provided with a control module. As
shown in Fig. 7, a control module 60 is provided with a microprocessor 62 and
working random access memory (RAM) 64. The program code driving any of the
described embodiments may be introduced into the control module 60 by connection
of a data storage device 66. The device may take any of a number of forms, such as
read only memory (ROM), erasable read only memory (EPROM), Compact Flash
Card, PCMCIA card and the like. Alternatively, control module 60 may incorporate a
hard disc drive to which the code may be written via a suitable input device.

[0069] Control module 60 acts to implement appropriate elements of
the program code according to inputs from a user keyboard 68 and outputs video

imagery to at least a main display module 70.
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1. Stand-alone Gaming Machines

[0070] As shown in Fig. 8, any of the above described embodiments for
use on electronic display gaming machines may be incorporated into a stand-alone
gaming machine 100 provided with a single display unit 112. In this implementation
of games according to the invention, both main games and feature games (if offered)
are diplayed on the single display unit.

2. Stand-alone Gaming Machines with Secondary Display Unit

[0071] In a further preferred embodiment of the invention as shown in Fig.
9, a stand-alone gaming machine 120 is provided with a secondary display unit 125 as
well as a main display unit 122. In this embodiment the main game played on the
primary display unit may take the form of either the first or second preferred
embodiments described above. It is then a triggering event in the main game which
offers a player a feature game as described in the third preferred embodiment above.

3. Gaming Machines Linked to Progressive Jackpot System

[0072] In yet a further preferred embodiment of the invention as shown in
Fig. 10, a plurality of gaming machines 300 are arranged side by side in a line or arc
so as to allow each of the players (not shown) of the machines to view a common
jackpot prize display unit 313. Each individual machine 310 is provided with at least a
main game display unit 315 for the playing of a main game according to the above
described first and second embodiments

[0073] Each of machines 310 of the embodiment illustrated in Figure 7 is
electronically linked to a jackpot control module 311 which monitors the volume of
play on each of the linked machines and displays an incrementing jackpot value 312
determined according to the combined volume of play on the linked machines.

[0074] A win of the jackpot prize may be triggered by specific outcomes
of either a main game or of a feature game. If the jackpot trigger is dependent on an
outcome of the feature game, players on adjoining machines may be made aware by
means of the common display that a potential triggering of the jackpot is to
commence on the machine offered the feature game, thus adding interest for all the
players.

[0075] It will be appreciated that the linked machines may form part of
Local Area Networks (LAN) or Wide Area Networks (WAN).

-11 -
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS:

l. A gaming machine arranged to display a matrix of symbol containing
elements; each column of said matrix comprising a portion of a simulated rotatable
reel of said symbol containing elements; and wherein each of said symbol containing
elements of at least one consecutive run of said symbol containing elements of at least
one said reel is caused to display an identical symbol.

2. The gaming machine of claim 1 wherein said identical symbol is
selected by a game controller from a subset of available symbols.

3. The gaming machine of claim 2 wherein each symbol of said subset of
symbols is assigned a probability of selection.

4. The gaming machine of claim | wherein said matrix of elements is
comprised of five columns and three rows of elements.

5. The gaming machine of claim 1 wherein said at least one said reel is a
first left-most reel.

6. The gaming machine of claim 5 wherein each element of said first left-
most reel other than elements of said at least one consecutive run of elements is
populated by a random selection of said available symbols.

7. The gaming machine of claim 2 wherein said game controller selects
one potential win element from each said reel.

8. The gaming machine of claim 7 wherein a prize is awarded to a player
of a game on said gaming machine if a predetermined arrangement of said potential
win elements is displayed on a pre-defined payline of said matrix of elements when a
game sequence is concluded.

9. The gaming machine of claim 2 wherein elements of each of reels two,
three, four and five are populated with a default random selection of said available
symbols.

10. The gaming machine of claim 9 wherein each symbol of at least one
pre-defined consecutive run of said elements of each of said reels two, three, four and
five is adapted for potential modification from said default random selection of
available symbols to a said identical symbol.

1. The gaming machine of claim 10 wherein said identical symbol is that

symbol populating said consecutive run of elements of a leftwardly adjoining reel.
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12.  The gaming machine of claim 10 wherein, said modification from said
default random selection occurs within any one of said reels two, three, four or five, if
a said win element of a preceding reel coincides with a said element of a consecutive
run of elements of said preceding reel.

13.  The gaming machine of claim 1 wherein each said reel, which includes
said at least one consecutive run of identical symbols, is pre-spun at a relatively slow
rate when a game sequence is initiated.

14. The gaming machine of claim 1 wherein all symbols of all elements of
at least one said reel are identical.

15.  The gaming machine of claim | wherein said gaming machine is a
single display stand-alone gaming machine.

16. The gaming machine of claim | wherein said gaming machine is a
stand-alone gaming machine provided with an upper secondary display.

17.  The gaming machine of claim | wherein said gaming machine is one
of a plurality of gaming machine linked to a progressive jackpot controller.

18.  The gaming machine of claim | wherein said elements are N-sided
elements; where N is a variable and values of N include N=1.

19.  The gaming machine of claim 18 wherein said values of N include 4,
5,6,7,8,9,10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 and 20.

20.  The gaming machine of claim 18 wherein said N-sided elements are
regular hexagons.

21. A method for increasing probability of a winning outcome on a gaming
machine; wherein said winning outcome is determined by pre-defined arrangements
of symbols displayed in a matrix of elements comprising portions of simulated
rotatable reels; said method including the steps of:

(a) arranging at least one of said simulated rotatable reels with at least
one consecutive run of elements displaying an identical symbol; said identical
symbol selected from a subset of available symbols,

(b) randomly selecting one element from each one of said simulated
rotatable reels as a potential win element.

22. The method of claim 21 wherein said matrix of elements comprises
three rows and five columns of said elements; said columns comprising portions of

said rotatable reels.
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23.  The method of claim 21 wherein said identical symbol is selected from
a look-up table of said subset of available symbols.

24, The method of claim 21 wherein said at least one of said simulated
rotatable reels.is a first left-most reel.

25. The method of claim 24 wherein all said elements of said reels, except
said at least one consecutive run of elements displaying said identical symbol on said
first left-most reel, display randomly selected symbols from said available symbols.

26. The method of claim 24 wherein reels other than said first left-most
reels are each provided with at least one potential consecutive run of elements adapted
for modification from said randomly selected symbols to a said identical symbol.

27. The method of claim 26 wherein said modification from said randomly
selected symbols within said potential consecutive run of said reels other than said
first left-most reel, occurs if said potential win element of a leftwardly preceding reel

falls within a said consecutive run of elements of said leftwardly preceding reel.
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ABSTRACT

A gaming machine arranged to display a matrix of symbol containing
elements; each column of said matrix comprising a portion of a simulated rotatable
reel of said symbol containing elements; and wherein each of said symbol containing
elements of at least one consecutive run of said symbol containing elements of at least

one said reel is caused to display an identical symbol.
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