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Random House Webster’s Computer & Internet Dictionary, Third Edition
Copyright © 1999 by Philip E. Margolis

All rights reserved under International and Pan-American Copyright Conventions.
No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any means, electronic
or mechanical, including photocopying, without the written permission of the pub-
lisher. All inquiries should be addressed to Random House Reference & Information
Publishing, Random House, Inc., 201 East 50th Street, New York, NY 10022-7703.
Published in the United States by Random House, Inc., New York and simultane-
ously in Canada by Random House of Canada Limited.

The Random House Living Dictionary Database™, is a trademark of Random
House, Inc.

Trademarks

A number of entered words which we have reason to believe constitute trademarks
have been designated as such. However, no attempt has been made to designate as
trademarks or service marks all terms or words in which proprietary rights might
exist. The inclusion, exclusion, or definition of a words or term is not intended to
affect, or to express a judgment on, the validity or legal status of the word or term
as a trademark, service mark, or other proprietary term.

This book is available for special purchases in bulk by organizations and institu-
tions, not for resale, at special discounts. Please direct your inquiries to the
Random House Special Sales Department, toll-free 888-591-1200 or fax 212-572-
4961.

Please address inquiries about electronic licensing of reference products, for use on
a network or in software or on CD-ROM, to the Subsidiary Rights Department,
Random House Reference & Information Publishing, fax 212-940-7370.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Margolis, Philip E.

Random House Webster’s computer & internet dictionary / Philip E.
Margolis. -- 3rd ed.

p. cm.
Rev. ed. of: Random House personal computer dictionary. 2nd ed.
c1996.

Includes biographical references and index.
ISBN 0-375-70351-9
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II. Title.
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AppleTalk
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AppleTalk An inexpensive local-area network (LAN} architecture built into

all Apple Macintosh computers and laser printers. AppleTalk supports
Apple’s LocalTalk cabling scheme, as well as Ethernet and IBM Token
Ring. It can connect Macintosh computers and printers, and even PCs if
they are equipped with special AppleTalk hardware and software.

= See 3lso LOCAL-AREA NETWORK, LOCALTALK; MACINTOSH COMPUTER; TOPOL-
OGY.

application A program or group of programs designed for end users. Soft-

ware can be divided into two general classes: systems software and appli-
cations software. Systems software consists of low-level programs that in-
teract with the computer at a very basic level. This includes operating
systems, compilers, and utilities for managing computer resources.

In contrast, applications software (also called end-user programs) in-
cludes database programs, word processors, and spreadsheets. Figura-
tively speaking, applications software sits on top of systems software be-
cause it is unable to run without the operating system and system
utilities.

= See alsQ APPLET; APPLICATION SHARING; DATABASE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM; END
USER; IDE; LEGACY APPLICATION; OPERATING SYSTEM,; SOFTWARE; SOFTWARE LICENS-
ING; SPREADSHEET; SYSTEMS SOFTWARE; UTILITY; WORD PROCESSOR.
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Figure 5: applications software and systems software
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