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[57] ABSTRACT

In a personal communications device having a touch sensi-
tive display screen, text may be marked by a user to be used
with different applications. In particular, to begin marking,
a user has to maintain his touch at a location on the screen
for a short predetermined period of time until the system
detects that the position is held over the same character for
a delayed period, at which time the system beeps to provide
an indication that there has been a change of operation
mode. The marking mode continues in operation until the
user removes his contact from the touch screen. Thus, text
over which the contact point passes after the initiation of the
marking mode is marked, until the user removes his contact
point from the touch screen. A second beep is sounded to
alert the user of the termination of the marking mode, and
the appearance of a menu of operations on the screen. The
menu of operations echoes the marked text for user confir-
mation. The marked text may be used by the user in a
number of applications, among which include a calling
application whereby the marked text is used to place a call.
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