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339 dastard to dawn 

dasotartl lda5’tard_l. rt. a mean. sneaking cowatd ilrlllfl-—5l‘l: late ME.
altin to ME ziosttrcl letin of contempt, perlt. diet. of tilasert nan]

dos-turd-ly ldasfltard IE], adj. cowardly, meanly base: sneaking: ct
dastardly act. [T560-7'0] -—das-ftard-Ii-ness, n.

DAT. digital audiotape.
flat-. dame.
dado {d.‘a’ta, datfa, dafta]. -1. 1. a pl. of omrn. 2. {used with o pl IL}

individual facts. statistics, or items of information. 3. [used with Q
sing. lJ'.} a body or collection of facts or particulars; inlotmalion.
-Usage. barn is a plural of JMTUM. orig. a Lalirt noun meaning "a
thing given." Today» Dam is used in English both as a plural noun
meaning "lrtcls or pieces of information" [These data are described
fully on page 3] and as a singular mass noun meaning "inlot'ru.1n'on".'
The date has been entered in the computer. It is almost always treated
as a plural in scientific and academic writing. as a singular or plural
elsewhere depending on the context. The singular martian meaning "3
piece of t'1'Itotrna1.ion" occurs most frequently in academic or scientificwritin '.

daft: bank! or daft:-bank’. Fl. orrrnnnss. [l965—”.'D]
dnftaohasaf or daft: base’. :1. a collection of organized. related

data, esp. one in electronic form that can be accessed and manipu-
lated bl’ specialized computer software. {$965-roj

daft: hlghfway. rt. mrotuwtnon sursitnionwriv.
Itlafta procfossing. n. the automated processing of information. Esp.

by computers. Ei9Stl—S5l -—dafta procfessor. n.
flat-cha [dét'r’cha], rI_, pt’. -(has. mtcttn.
date‘ {:13-1}. #1.. IL. dahed. clot-ing. —n_ 1. a particular monlh, clay,

and year at which some event happened or will happen: July -ll. .l."?t5
is on important date in Atrterfcon ht'_stor_t'. 2. the day of the month: ls
today's date the Brit? 3. an inscription on a writing, coin. etc_, that
shows the time. or Time and place. of writing, casting. etc. 4. period
in general: or a late date. 5. duration: Cnilttltood has so short rt date.
6. an appointment for a particular lime. esp. a social engagement ar-
ranged bclorehand. 7. a person with whom one has such an appoint-
rnsnt. 8. an Engagement to perform. 9. dates. the birth and death
dates, min. in years. of a person: Dante‘: dates are £265 to I321.
--Lu". ‘ID. tr) have or beat a date: The letter dares from -la:-'3: --1-1. to -be» '
long to a particular period: The architecture dttrcs as for back as I330.
12. to reckon from some point in time: The cttstotrt dates from the Vic-
tmiltm cm. 13. to go out soclally on dates. —v.t. 14. to lurrilsh with a
date. 15. to ascertain the period or point in time of: to riots the or-
cltocologfcttl ratios. 16. to show to be old-fashioned. 1}‘. to go out on
dates Willi: He‘: doting his best ,Frn.=nd's sister. ——l'd't'orrI. ‘IE. to date.
until now. 19. up to date. in accord with the latest styles. informa-
tion, or Iechnoiogy. [l2?'5—l325: ME < M? <. l.L darn, tier. of dare to
give}, from the phrase date {Ronmsl written, given lal Rornell --datf-
a-life, date-fa-hla. dd}. ——dat-fer. rt. 1''

date’ (dill. rt. the oblong, fleshy fruit of the date palm. ll.‘-!S£l~l3tlD:
ME < AF: DF ttode, ttttte < ML dottttlios. L doctylur: see tutcrvtl

date-hook tdatfbocilt‘), n. a notelmolt for listing appoinunenls, mak-
ing entries of events. etc, utsu for Ihe period of a year. [l960—55]

flat-ed li.l"ar’lt‘dj. ad}. 1. having or showing .3 date. 2. out-of—date; ald-
fzsltioned; outmoded. 11530-90] —dat!ocl-ncss. n.

date-lass (d.§t’lis). adj. 1. lacking .3 date: undated. 2. endless.‘ limit-
less. 3. so old as to be ttndatable. 4. of pertnanent interest regardless
of age. 5. having no social engagement. [1555-95] -

dale’ Ulnar’. rt. lmcnunrtonat Du: LINE. []B?'S—E5iZ|] i
I‘-Iota-line ldatflinll. n.. v.. -lined. ~Iin-Ing. --'l1.. 1. a line at the begin-

rtmg of a news dispatch, giving the place ol origin and usu. the date.
-—-t.I.t‘. 2. to furnish [a news story] with .2 dateline. [lEE5—9CI]

data.-I palm’, rt any tall dale-bearing palm of the genus Phoenix. esp.
-". dactylllcrn. topped by plrtnate loaves. {]330—r1D] ‘

date! rape’. n. sexual intercourse forced by a man upon the woman
with whom he has a date. l1*JBfl—8S]

datflng bar’. ti. SINGLES unit. [I955-ml
33-five ldaftiv}, dti,i_ 1. of or designating .1 grammatical case that typ-

ically indicates the indirect object of .1 verb or the object of certain
Pfépositions. —n. 1. the dalive case. 3. a word or other form in the
daltve case. [Int-ElEl—SD; dottf < L .r.lfl.tTlJ'LL\' [cn5r.Lt} dalive [caaei «:
fl'fIfltts,l Ewen {see oan:‘}] —da-tl’val {-tifvall, adj, —da’tive-ly, ado.

Da"‘3°"'9 lda’lt'Jng’} also 1'atI.I.ng, rt. a city in N Shartxl province, in
NE China. t,I1o,ooo.

d5"-""" ld3’tam. datfam. diéftarn). n., pl. do-ta [d5t*'Ia. dalfa. déiflal.
1. a single piece of information. as a fact. statistic, or code." an item of
dili 2. any proposition assumed or given. lroln which conctusiotts
‘T?-‘ll be drawn. []E«lll—5€l: < L: a thing given. rteut. pip. of dare in
SW3] "-Usage. See nan.

"3-tuara {do ldbrha. —ti,'cT)r’a}, rt. -res. any plant of lhc genus Dr.tt1tt'.:t.
01 the nightshade family, usu. having tubular flowers and prickly
Pfldsl a source of hallucirtogenlc alkaloids. Compare }ll\l5(.iN\1."|-ZED.

flIfE5—55: < NL < Hindi dllcttfira jintsoniveed < Slct dhtrtifirtr] —t:|a0rlt. adj.
'13"-. daughter.

"-'5 {ooh}, LJ.E. 1. to cover or coat with soft. adhesive matter. as
I-ildstcr. paint. or mod. 2. to smear. soil. or defile. 3. to apply unskill-
f’-llll’. as paint or colors. --tti. 11.10 daub something, 5. to paint titt-
3k‘m“"St'- -—r1. 6. material for daubing walls. }'. something daubed on.
3‘ all act of daubing. 9. a crude painting. [!2?‘S—l32S; ME < AF, OF

ddflubfir to whiten. paint] ——daub’er. rt. —-dauirflngoly, otltr.min’? {dob}, ti. a slew of meat. esp. beef. slowly braised in ted wine
WIll1\"|2gel'.abIES and seasonings. [N15--25: < F < [1 dobtaoj

hi _
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Dau-det (do oat. do—}, it. 1. Alphonse, 1540-97. French writer, 2. his
son, Leon, 135?-1943. French writer.

Dan-go-va [dour'g.§ via"), :1. Latvian name of Dwittt.
Dan-gavoplls [dou’géif palm. rt. a city in SE Latvia, on the Dvina.

123,200. Russian. Dvirlslt.
daugl-I-tar {i:l1EI’ta1'}, n. 1. a girl or woman in relation to her parents.

2. any female descendant. 3. a person related as if by Lite lies binding
clan liter to parent: :1 daughter of the church. 4. anything personified
as ornate and considered with respect to its origin. 5. an isotope
formed by radioactive decay of another isotope. --ctd_i. 6. pertaining to
a cell or other slruclurt? arising from division or replication: daughter
cell: daughter DNA. Ehel. 950; ME daughter, DE tiolttor: c. 05 dolttor,
D1-[G toclrtcr. UN tlotrtlt‘. Go ttouhtctr, Git tltygcltér. Skt duhitdl

dauyfltar-In-Iauw', rt., pl. claugli-ters-in-law. the wife of ocIe's son.
[I350-1400]

dough-tar-Iy [drifter la}. adj. pertaining to. befitting, or like a daugh-
ler. [1525-35] ——daugh’te_I'oli-nass. n.

Data-mlor {do rrIv."i’l. rt. Honoré, 13EI8—I'*3. French painter. cartoortisl.
and lithographer.

dai-mt ldfint, dint}, t.r_t. 1. ‘mtirrtidatc. 2. to dishearlenr Don‘! be
donated.‘ by the work. [l250—I3Dfl'. OF danter -: L dtrmltnire to tame]
-—daunt/it1g.|y, ado. —daunt-firtgoness, rt.

dauntcless [tlont'lis. dam!-J. adj. not to be daunted or inttrnjdauad;
"fearless. [1585-95] —daunt’less-ly. adv. -—claunt’Iess-ness. Tl.

tlala-phln -[do*'ft‘n. do law‘), rt. the eldest son of a king of France, used
as a title {mm 1349 to 1330. 1105-85: -: F; MF dolphin]

dau-phlne [do-‘fen, do-). Ff. the wife ol a dauphin. [lB6D—65: -c F‘.
M? dolfine. fem. of dttlplrlrt uaunrtn]

Dal!-phi-no [do It‘! n5’). rt. a historical region and former province ofSE France.
D.A.'ll'. or D.lW'. Disabled American Veterans.
Do-vao [oi vou’. difvou). rt. a seaport on SE Mindanao, in the S

Pldltppines. l,0J?.t]l]€l.
Davao’ Gulf’. rt. a gull of the Pacific Ocean on the SE‘. coast of Min-

danao. Philippines.
dl-'Il'8|'l or do-iron ldiéfvartl, Lu'.i. to recite the Jewish prayers. [<

Yiddish 'clatrn'ert. dovnerr]
D’Au.e-null or Dali!-e-hart‘! [davfla tt-ant), :1. Sir William. ififlfi-E8.
English poet. playwright. and producer: poet lattrcalc I633-EB.

dnvoqn-POI1 ltlavfan port’. —p6rI’}, IL 1. a large sofa, often one con-
vertible into a bed. 2. Chiefly Brit. a small writing desk. [lB5{J-SS:

(clef. Zl allegedly after a Captain Douertpon‘. who first commissionedIt .
Dav-on-port ldavfan port’, -pan’). it, a city in E Iowa. on the Mis-
sissippi River. 9‘r'.14C|.

Daovld ldé-’vid for l'. 2; Fr. dtk ved-f for 3}. Ti. 1. died c9?O r.‘.. the
second king of lsrael. reigned clfllfl--c970, successor to Saul. 2. saint.
.-Lb. cSll]-olllf. Welsh bishop: patron saint of Wales. 3. Jacques
Louis, H48: 325. French painter.

Do-vld I la! vid}. n. I034-I153. king of Scotland 1124-S3.

Da-vld-It (cl; vid-flit], adj. of or penaining to the Biblical David or hisdescendants. [IBZD-30]
Da-vid-son [difvid sari], :1. Jo [jfi]. JBB3-1952. lt'.S. sculptor.
omuies [da-’v§.zl. rt. Arthur Bowen, 1852-1923, 11.5. painter.
do Vin-cl (do vln-'ch€-. dE‘a]I. :1. Leonardo. l..EoNaItno no ‘-’tNcr.
DI-vii Edafvisl. rt. 1. Eet-to [bet-"I.'=}. {Ruth Elizabeth Davis], I958-B9.
u.s. film actress. 2. Jefferson, 1508-B9, president of the ConfederateStates of America 18:31-55. 3. Miles (Dewey. it). 192o—91. Ll.5. iazz
tmrnpeter. sarnmy. Jr.. 1935-90. US. singer and entertainer. 5.
Stuart. ll394—}5l64. l.i_5. painter and illustrator.

Dafvis 5|!-al‘I-". ‘H. a strait between Canada and Greenland. connect-
ing Baffin Bay and the Atlantic. 2oo—5oo rni. (320-sou km] wide,

davoit ldavfit. défvilj. it. any of \.'.1r'tous cranelilte devices used on a
Sllip for supporting. raising, and lowering boats. anchors. etc. [1525-
?5: ME drwiot <%.F, ap1:Iar.dl.m.ofDr.1ur'Davtd]

 
Daovy trlafvéj, n. slr Humphry, 1?'r‘l-}—Il329. English chemist.
Da-“try Janos’ ljonzl, rt. the personification of the sea. ll?45—55l
Dofvy Jones": Iocltler { jonfziz. jfinz]. vi. the bottom of the ocean.

esp. when regarded as the grave of all who perish at sea. [1?T’O—3[l]
data: {do}. n. tat-xoaw. [1-100-Si}: late ME d'crwe: cl. OHG tuna} _
dawn-_|le [dodr"|}, tr, -died. -dllng. —v.t'. _1. to waste lirl‘.E_‘. idle‘. I_ni'le:

loner. 2. lo saunter. --tt.t. 3. In waste ltimel hr "T 3? ll bl’ mfllllfl
(um. fol. by tttutty): We datudled atuoy the urltole morning. [1655-613:var. of doddlc to tnddlcl ~—d3W-"I:l|er, rr. -Syn. See LOITEII.

Dawes [cloz]. ll. Charles Gates. 1365--1951. vice president of the U5.
192549: Nobel peace prize 1925. I

dawn {Elfin}. I1. 1. the first appearance of daylight in the morning;
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