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st Indian forage plant (D). fortug.

ERTY, PENURY 2 : the class of

\; be-gun \-'gan\; be-gin-nin
to OHG biginnan to begin, Og
st r.mr[luf an action : go into the
» come into existence : ARISE b
i succeed in the least degree ([
~wt 1:toset about the activ-
18 ! FOUND ORIGINATE, IN-
hing to be considered
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1 : the point at which something

DRIGIN, SOURCE 4 : a rudimen-

lin pl.

g out <a~ writer) 2a: being
b ! INTRODUCTORY {~ chem-

1e at the beginning of successive

\ also -gird-ed; -gird-ing (bef.
NCOMPASS
1=moar, bé-\ v (1822) : to impress

| from something ~ v : 1o ask or
begged off attending the party) —

03) : wearing gogsles {a helmeted

fr. be gone (imper.)] (14¢) : to go
perative

shel Bégon 1710 Fr. governor of
rge genus (Begonia of the family
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d; be.grim-ing (ca. 1553) 1:10
ORRUPT
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esguilsing vt (13c) 1 : to lead
ile away esp. by some agree-
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r te?‘l'tttcd or required
hemselves as gentle-

In,

OCKET

LARM

RO

ACQUIT applies to action under stress that deserves praise or
en?- / cetations dacquitted herself well in her first assignment}.
\bi-*hd-vyar, b\ n [alter. of ME behavour, fr. behaven]
the manner of conducting oneself b : anything that an or-

! . does involving action and response to stimulation ¢ : the re-
Sanhmuf an individual, group, or species to its environment 2: the
sl:l“"“: which someone behaves; also : an instance of such behavior 3

/i N in which something functions or operates — be-hav-ior-al
s the WAY i beshaveior-aldy \-ra-1é\ adv
\"Vwri;;ral science n (1951) : a branch of science (as psychology, so-
e,hav , or anthropology) that deals primarily with human action and
\3"’!°s"ck5 to generalize about human behavior in society — behav-

SE
"é‘," clentist n

(15¢) 1a:

i-zom, b&-\ n (1913) : a school of psychol-
peh that takes the objective evidence of behavior (as measured re-
mﬂ'q to stimuli) as the only concern of its research and the only ba-
SPOTEL theory without reference to conscious experience — compare

& (:{(;;PECTIONESM — be-hav-ior-is-tic \-ha-vya-'ris-tik\ adf
“r{“.,.igr-ist vy A\ n(1913) 1:aperson who advocates or prac-
ber ism 2 : a person who specializes in the study of behav-

s is

F‘“;;U: zzimal ~ — behaviorist ad

ior Svior modification a (1970) : psychotherapy that is concerned
e'(h the treatment (as by desensitization or aversion therapy) of ob-
w‘rua'h!e pehaviors rather than underlying psychological processes and
Sf.m( applies principles of learning to substitute desirable responses for
:,ndesirahlc ‘ones (as phobias or obsessions) — called also behavioral
therapy, Dehavior therapy : : ' )
pe-hav-jour, beshav-iour-ism, be-hav-ioursist chicfly Brit var af BE-
‘HAVIOR, BEHAVIORISH, BEHAVIORIST

pe-head \bi-'hed, bé-\ vt (bef. 12c) : to cut off the head of : DECAPI-

J;.;-.lé.moth \bi-'h&-math, 'bE-a-math, -ymiith, -moth\, n, often attrib
[ME, fr. LL, fr. Heb béhémath] (14c) 1 often cap : a mighty animal de-

i Job 40:15-24 as an example of the power of God 2 : some-
nstrous size, power, OT appearance {a ~ truck)

pe-hest \bi-'hest, bé-\ l;ME._promisc. command, fr. OE beh@s prom-
ise, fr. behdtan to promise, fr. be- + hatan to command, promise —
more at HIGHT] (12¢) 1 : an authoritative order : COMMAND 2 : an
urgent prompting ¢called at the ~ of my friends} ;

1pe-hind \bi-"hind, bé-\ adv or adj [ME behinde, fr. OE behindan, fr. be-
s hindan from behind; akin to OE hinder behind — more at HIND]
(bef. 12¢) 1 a: in the place or situation that is being or has been
parted from {stay ~> b iin, to, or toward the back {look ~ {came
from ~> © i later in time {can spring be far ~» 2a:in asecondary
or inferior position b :in arrears {(~ in the rent> ©:sLow 3 archa-
ic 3 still to come : )

Zpehind prep (bef. 12¢) 1aiinortoa place or situation in back of or
to the rear of (Jook ~ youy {put ~ bars} — used as a function
word to indicate something that screens an observer {the sun went ~ a
cloud)y © : following in order {marched ~ the band> 2 — used as a
function word to indicate backwardness, delay, or deficiency {~ the
times) {~ schedule? ¢lagged ~ last year's salesy 3 a:in the back-
ground of {the conditions ~ the strike> b 2 out of the mind or con-
sideration of {put our troubles ~ usy ¢ : beyond in depth or time
¢the story ~ the storyy <go back ~ St. Augustir 4 a : in support
of ¢ on the side of {solidly ~ the candidate) b ith the support of
Cwon 1=0 ~ brilliant pitchingy

3pe.hind \'hi- Thind, bé-\ n ['behind] (ca. 1830) : BUTTOCKS —
often used as a euphemism for ass in idiomatic expressions {get your
~ over here)
be-hind-hand \bi-'hind-hand, bé-\ adj (1535) 1 : being in arrcars 2
a : being in an inferior position b : being behind schedule
pehind-the—scenes adi (1850) 1 : being or working out of public
view or in secret {~ lobbying for more money) ¢a ~ player) 2 :re-
vealing or reporting the hidden workings {a ~ account) (a ~

glimpse)

be-hold \bi-'héld, bé-\ vb -held \-'held\; -hold-ing [ME., to keep, be-
hold, fr. OF behealdan, {r. be- + healdan to hold] vt (bef. 12¢) 1:to
perceive through sight or apprehension ! SEE 2 : to gaze upon : OB~
SERVE ~ v — used in the imperative esp. to call attention — be-
held.er n

be-hold-en \bi-*hal-dan, bé-\ adf [ME, fr. pp. of beholden] (14c) : being
under obligation for a favor or gift : INDEBTED <I'm ~ to youy
be-hoof \bi-hilf, b&-\ n [ME behof, fr. OE behdf profit, need; akin to
OF hebban to raise — more at HEAVE] (bef. 12¢) : ADVANTAGE, PROFIT
for his own ~>

beshoove \bi-'hiiv, bé-\ vb beshooved; be-hooviing [ME behoven, fr.
OE behafian, {r. behaf] vt (bef. 12c) : to be necessary, proper, or advan-
tageous for <it ~s us to goy ~ vi : to be necessary, fit, or proper

,be-hove \bi-hav, bé-\ chiefly Brit var of BEHOOVE

beige \'bizh, # [F] (ca. 1858) 1 : cloth made of natural undyed wool

a : a variable color averaging light grayish-yellowish brown b:a
2, Pale to grayish yellow — beigy \*ba-zhé\ ad/
bleig’e adj (1879) 1 : of the color beige 2: lacking distinction : VANIL-

bei-gnet \,ban-'yi, ,ben-\ n [AmerF & F; AmerF, fr. F, fr. MF bigne, fr.
buyne bumnp, bruise] (1835) 1 : FRITTER 2 : a light square doughnut
usu. sprinkled with powdered sugar
besing \'bél-in\ # (14c) 1 a : the quality or state of having existence
(1) something conceivable as existing (2) : something that actually
exists  (3) : the totality of existing things © @ conscious existence
PLIFE 2 the qualities that constitute an existent thing : ESSENCE; esp
gn' li‘EkSONMJTY 3 : a living thi p ! PERSON
eﬂ!:g adj [prp. of be] (14c) : PRESENT — used in the phrase for the time
3
hf‘!"g conj (1528) chiefly dial : SINCE, BECAUSE — Usu. used with as, as
oW, or that
(?Qli‘ \'bi-ja\ n, pl Beia [Ar dial, beja, bega, prob. ultim. fr. Geez begal
th 9) 1 :amember of a pastoral people living between the Nile and
be-ci Red Sea 2 = the Cushitic language of the Beja people
labehers \bitja-barz\ or besjeerbers \je-\ interj [euphemism for
Jesus] (1890) : BEJBSUS

behavior e belier 111

be-je-sus also besjee-zus \\hi zas, -jd-, =zaz\ interf [alter. of by
Jesus] (1861) — used as a mild oath; used as a noun for emphasis

¢scares the ~ out of me}
be.jewreled or be-iew-elled \bi-fii-ald, -'jiild, bé- also Stjuaildy adi
(1557) : ornamented with or as if with jewels
bel \'bel\, # [Alexander Graham Beil] (1929) : ten decibels
be-la-bor \bi-'la-bar, bé-\ v (1596) 1a: toattack verbally B to beat
soundly 2 :to explain or insist on excessively {~ the obvious}
be-la+bour chiefly Brit var of BELABOR
Besla-rus-ian \,b(y)e-li-"rii- n, b(y)a-\ or Be-la-rus.sian ‘-'ra-
shan\, alse Besla-russan \-'rii-son\ n (1993) 1 : a native or inhabitant
of Belarus 2 : the Slavic language of the Belarusians — Belarusian
or Belarussian alse Belarusan adf
beslat-ed \bi-'la-tad, bé-\ adi [pp. of belate (to make late)] (16700 1
: delayed beyond the usual time 2 : existing or appearing past the nor-
mal or proper time — be-lat-ed-ly adv — be-lat-ed-ness n
be-laud \bi-lod, bE-\ v (ca. 1849) ! to praise usu. o excess
Tpe-lay \bi-'1a, bé-\ vb belayed; beslay.ing [ME beleggen to beset, fr.
OE belecgan, fr. be- + lecgan to lay] v (1549) 1 a : to secure (as a
rope) by turns around a cleat, pin, or bitt b : to make fast 2 : STOP
3 o secure (a person) at the end of arope b to secure (a rope) to
a person or object ~ vi 1 : to be made fast 2 : STOP, QUIT — used in
the imperative ¢~ there} 3 : to make a line fast by turns around a
cleat, pin, or bitt — be-lay-er \-ar\ n
Zphelay n (1908) 1 : the securing of a person or a safety rope to an an-
chor point (as during mountain climbing); also : a method of so secur-
ing a person or rope 2 : something (as a projection of rock) to which a
person or rope is anchored
bel can-to \bel-'kin-{,)to, -'kan-\ n [It, lit,, beautiful si gingl] (1893)
: operatic singing originating in 17th century and 18th century Italy
and stressing ease, purity, and evenness of tone production and an agile
and precise vocal technique
belch \'belch\ vb [ME, fr. OE bealcan] vi (bef. 12¢) 1 : to expel gas
suddenly from the stomach through the mouth 2 : to erupt, explode,
or detonate violently 3 : to issue forth spasmodically : GUSH ~~uf
: to eject or emit violently (angrily ~ed insultsy 2 : to expel (gas)
from the stomach suddenly : ERUCT — belch n
bel.dam or bel-dame V'bel-dam\ n [ME beldam grandmother, fr. AF
bel beautiful + ME dam] (1520) : an old woman
be-lea-guer \bi-'lé-gar, bé-\ w -guered; -guer-ing \-g(a-)righ [D
belegeren, fr. be- (akin to OF be-) + leger campy akin to OHG legar bed
— more at LAIR] (1587) 1 : BESIEGE 2 ! TROUBLE, HARASS {~ed
parents) ¢an economically ~ed city) — heslea.guer-ment \-moant\
belemenite \tbe-lam-nit\ 11 [NL belemnites, fr. Gk belemnon dart; akin
to Gk ballein to throw — more at DEVIL] (1646) : any of various ex-
tinet ds (order B idea) that had large often bullet
shaped internal shells and were esp. abundant in the Mesozoic era
bel-fry \'bel-fr&\ n, pI belfries [ME belfrey, ber-
Jrey, bell tower, sicge tower, Ir. AF *berfrei, *bel-
Jrei, of Gmc origin (akin to MHG bérvrit siege
tower): akin to OHG bergan to shelter and to OE
frith peace, refuge — more at BURY](15¢) 1:a
bell tower; egp : one surmounting or attached to
another structure 2 : a room or framework for
enclosing a bell 3 : HEAD 2a {batty in the ~
Belg abbr Belgian; Belgium
Bel-gae \'bel-g1, -,i&\ n pl L, pl. of Belga) (1627)
: a people occupying parts of northern Gaul and

Britain in Caesar's time — Bel-gic \-jik\ ad/
Bel n \'bel-jan\ # (ca. 1623) 1 : a native or
inhabitant of Belgium 2 : any of a breed of

heavy muscular usu, roan or chestnut draft hors-
es developed in Belgium — Belgian adi

Belgian endive n (1931) : the developing crown
of chicory when blanched for use as a vegetable
or in salads by growing in darkness or semidark-
ness — called also endive, witloof

Belgian hare n (1885) : any of a breed of slender chestnut-colored do-
mestic rabbits i

Belgian Ma:li-nois -ma-lan-" i\ », pl Belgian Malinois (1968} : any
of 2 breed of working dogs closely related to the Belgian sheepdog and
having relatively short straight fawn or reddish-brown hair with black
tips and a dense undercoat — called also Malinois

Belgian sheepdog n (1929) y of a breed of hardy dogs developed
in Belgium esp. for herding sheep and having abundant long straight
black hair with a dense undercoat

Belgian Ter-vusren \-()tar-"vylr-an, -ter-\ »# [Tervuren, commune in
Brabant, Belgium] (1964) : any of a breed of working dogs closely re-
lated to the Belgian sheepdog and having abundant long straight fawn
or reddish-brown hair with black tips and a dense undercoat

Belgian waffle n (1969) : a waffle having large depressions that is usu.

mp?ed with fruit and whipped cream

Be-lial \'bé-18-a1, "bEl-yal\ n [Gk, fr. Heb béliya'al worthlessness] (13c)
1 — a biblical name of the devil or one of the fiends 2 : one of the
fallen angels in Milton’s Paradise Lost

be-lie \bi-lli, ba-\ v -lied; -ly-ing (bef. 12¢) 1 a: to give a false im-
pression of b : to present an appearance not in agreement with 2 a
: to show (something) to be false or wrong b @ to run counter to
: CONTRADICT 3 : DISGUISE 3 — beuli-er \-'liCa)r\ n

be-lief \ba-lef\ n [ME beleave, prob. alter. of OF geléafa, fr. ge-, asso-
ciative prefix + léafa; akin to OE ljfan — more at BELIEVE](12¢) 1:
state or habit of mind in which trust or confidence is placed in some
person or thing 2 : something believed; esp : a tenet or body of tenets
held by a group 3 : conviction of the truth of some statement or the
reality of some being or phenomenon esp. when based on examination
of evidence

belfry 1

\o\ abut \*\ kitten, F table \or\ further \a\ ash Y&\ ace \&\ mop, mar
jait\out \ch\ chin ‘e\ bet ‘& easy ‘g\zo \iv hit \i\lce \\job
\p\ sing \6\ go \0\ law \oi\ boy \th\thin \th\the \i\ loot \u\ foot
\y\yet ‘\zh\ vision, beige \k, e, w, "\ see Guide to Pronunciation
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