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[57] ABSTRACT

A stent joining means is provided for joining a first endolu-
minal stent to a second endoluminal stent to define a

continuous lumen through the first and second endoluminal
stents. The stent joining means includes two transversely
spaced female portions on the first endoluminal stent. The
stent joining means also includes a male engaging portion of
the second endoluminal stent. The male engaging portion is
configured to be entered into one of the female portions in
a radially compressed state and thereafter expanded in the
female portion such that an outer surface of the male
engaging portion and an inner surface of the female portion
are interengaged to resist longitudinal movement to prevent
separation of the first and second endoluminal stents in
service.
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