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Attorney Docket No. 9680.190US01
MERCHANT & GOULD P.C.

United States Patent Application
COMBINED DECLARATION AND POWER OF ATTORNEY

As a below named inventor I hereby declare that: my residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below next to my
name; that

I verily believe I am the original, first and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) or a joint inventor (if plural inventors
are named below) of the subject matter which is claimed and for which a patent is sought on the invention entitled: MOVEABLE AND
DEMOUNTABLE WALL PANEL SYSTEM

The specification of which

a. is attached hereto

b.[q] was filed on December 21, 2001 as application serial no. and was amended on  (if applicable) (in the
case of a PCT-filed application) described and claimed in international no.  filed  and as amended on (if any), which I have
reviewed and for which I solicit a United States patent.

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified specification, including the claims, as amended by
any amendment referred to above.

I hegeby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code, § 119/365 of any foreign application(s) for patent or inventor's
certificate listed below and have also identified below any foreign application for patent or inventor's certlﬁcate having a filing date before
thatof the application on the basis of which priority is claimed:

a. [5]; no such applications have been filed.
b. 5 ' such applications have been filed as follows:

FOREIGN APPLICATION(S), IF ANY, CLAIMING PRIORITY UNDER 35 USC § 119

APPLICATION NUMBER DATE OF FILING DATE OF ISSUE
gk (day, month, year) (day, month, year)
iGanada 2,329,591 December 22, 2000
il : ALL FOREIGN APPLICATION(S), IF ANY, FILED BEFORE THE PRIORITY APPLICATION(S)

APPLICATION NUMBER DATE OF FILING DATE OF ISSUE

(day, month, year) (day, month, year)

I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, § 120/365 of any United States and PCT international application(s) listed
below and, insofar as the subject matter of each of the claims of this application is not disclosed in the prior United States application in the
manner provided by the first paragraph of Title 35, United States Code, § 112, I acknowledge the duty to disclose material information as
defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, § 1.56(a) which occurred between the filing date of the prior application and the national
or PCT international filing date of this application.

U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER DATE OF FILING (day, month, year) STATUS (patented, pending, abandoned)

I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code § 119(e) of any United States provisional application(s) listed below:

U.S. PROVISIONAL APPLICATION NUMBER DATE OF FILING (Day, Month, Year)
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I acknowledge the duty to disclose info  ..on that is material to the patentability of this a;. _ation in accordance with Title 37, Code of
Federal Regulations, § 1.56 (reprinted below):

§ 1.56 Duty to disclose information material to patentability.

(a) A patent by its very nature is affected with a public interest. The public interest is best served, and the most effective
patent examination occurs when, at the time an application is being examined, the Office is aware of and evaluates the teachings of all
information material to patentability. Each individual associated with the filing and prosecution of a patent application has a duty of candor
and good faith in dealing with the Office, which includes a duty to disclose to the Office all information known to that individual to be
material to patentability as defined in this section. The duty to disclose information exists with respect to each pending claim until the
claim is canceled or withdrawn from consideration, or the application becomes abandoned. Information material to the patentability of a
claim that is canceled or withdrawn from consideration need not be submitted if the information is not material to the patentability of any
claim remaining under consideration in the application. There is no duty to submit information which is not material to the patentability of
any existing claim. The duty to disclose all information known to be material to patentability is deemed to be satisfied if all information
known to be material to patentability of any claim issued in a patent was cited by the Office or submitted to the Office in the manner
prescribed by §§ 1.97(b)-(d) and 1.98. However, no patent will be granted on an application in connection with which fraud on the Office
was practiced or attempted or the duty of disclosure was violated through bad faith or intentional misconduct. The Office encourages
applicants to carefully examine:

) prior art cited in search reports of a foreign patent office in a counterpart application, and

2) the closest information over which individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent application
behé’ve any pending claim patentably defines, to make sure that any material information contained therein is disclosed to the Office.

(b)

Under this section, information is material to patentability when it is not cumulative to information already of record or

1) It establishes, by itself or in combination with other information, a prima facie case of unpatentability of a claim;

2) It refutes, or is inconsistent with, a position the applicant takes in:

(i) Opposing an argument of unpatentability relied on by the Office, or

(i) Asserting an argument of patentability.

ezt

A prima facie case of unpatentability is established when the information compels a conclusion that a claim is unpatentable under the
preponderance of evidence, burden-of-proof standard, giving each term in the claim its broadest reasonable construction consistent with the
specification, and before any consideration is given to evidence which may be submitted in an attempt to establish a contrary conclusion of
patentability.

(c) Individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent application within the meaning of this section are:
(1) Each inventor named in the application:
‘ 2) Each attorney or agent who prepares or prosecutes the application; and
3 Every other person who is substantively involved in the preparation or prosecutlon of the application and who is

associated with the inventor, with the assignee or with anyone to whom there is an obligation to assign the application.

(d) Individuals other than the attorney, agent or inventor may comply with this section by disclosing information to the
attorney, agent, or inventor.

(e) In any continuation-in-part application, the duty under this section includes the duty to disclose to the Office all

information known to the person to be material to patentability, as defined in paragraph (b) of this section, which became available between
the filing date of the prior application and the national or PCT international filing date of the continuation-in-part application.
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1 hereby appoint the following attorney, = .ad/or patent agent(s) to prosecute this applicatic .. to transact all business in the Patent and
Trademark Office connected herewith:

Albrecht, John W. Reg. No. 40,481 Leonard, Christopher J. Reg. No. 41,940
Ali, M. Jeffer . Reg. No. 46,359 Liepa, Mara E. Reg. No. 40,066
Altera, Allan G. Reg. No. 40,274 Lindquist, Timothy A. Reg. No. 40,701
Anderson, Gregg 1. Reg. No. 28,828 Lown, Jean A. Reg. No. 48,428
Batzli, Brian H. Reg. No. 32,960 Mayfield, Denise L. , Reg. No. 33,732
Beard, John L. Reg. No. 27,612 McDonald, Daniel W. Reg. No. 32,044
Bems, John M. Reg. No. 43,496 Mclntyre, Jr., William F. Reg. No. 44,921
Branch, John W. Reg. No. 41,633 Mitchem, M. Todd Reg. No. 40,731
Brown, Jeffrey C. Reg. No. 41,643 Mueller, Douglas P. Reg. No. 30,300
Bruess, Steven C. Reg. No. 34,130 Nelson, Anna M. Reg. No. 48,935
Byme, Linda M. Reg. No. 32,404 ' Paley, Kenneth B. Reg. No. 38,989
Campbell, Keith Reg. No. 46,597 Parsons, Nancy J. Reg. No. 40,364
Carlson, Alan G. Reg. No. 25,959 Pauly, Daniel M. Reg. No. 40,123
Caspers, Philip P. Reg. No. 33,227 Phillips, John B. Reg. No. 37,206
Clifford, John A. Reg. No. 30,247 v Pino, Mark J, Reg. No. 43,858
Cook, Jeffrey Reg. No. 48,649 Prendergast, Paul Reg. No. 46,068
Daignault, Ronald A. Reg. No. 25,968 » Pytel, Melissa J. Reg. No. 41,512
Daley, Dennis R. Reg. No. 34,994 Qualey, Terry Reg. No. 25,148
Daulton, Julie R. Reg. No. 36,414 Reich, John C. Reg. No. 37,703
DeViies Smith, Katherine M. Reg. No. 42,157 Reiland, Earl D. " Reg. No. 25,767
DiPjétro, Mark J. Reg. No. 28,707 Samuels, Lisa A. Reg. No. 43,080
Dosgotch, Matthew A. Reg No. P-48,957 Schmaltz, David G. Reg. No. 39,828
Edelt; Robert T. Reg. No. 20,187 Schuman, Mark D. Reg. No. 31,197
EppRyan, Sandra Reg. No. 39,667 Schumann, Michael D. Reg. No. 30,422
Glasice, Robert J. Reg. No. 40,620 Scull, Timothy B. Reg. No. 42,137
Goff; Jared S. Reg. No. 44,716 Sebald, Gregory A. Reg. No. 33,280
Goggin, Matthew J. Reg. No. 44,125 Skoog, Mark T. Reg. No. 40,178
Golla, Charles E. Reg. No. 26,896 Spellman, Steven J. Reg. No. 45,124
Gojman, Alan G. Reg. No. 38,472 Stewart, Alan R. Reg. No. 47,974
Gould, John D. Reg. No. 18,223 Stoll-DeBell, Kirstin L. Reg. No. 43,164
Gregson, Richard Reg. No. 41,804 Sullivan, Timothy Reg. No. 47,981
Gresens, John J. ’ Reg. No. 33,112 Sumner, John P. Reg. No. 29,114
Hapmer, Samuel A. Reg. No. 46,754 Swenson, Erik G. Reg. No. 45,147
Hzfﬁjf‘re, Curtis B. Reg. No. 29,165 Tellekson, David K. Reg. No. 32,314
Haitison, Kevin C. Reg. No. 46,759 Trembath, Jon R. Reg. No. 38,344
Hertzberg, Brett A. Reg. No. 42,660 Tunheim, Marcia A. Reg. No. 42,189
Hillson, Randall A. Reg. No. 31,838 Underhill, Albert L. Reg. No. 27,403
Holzer, Jr., Richard J. Reg. No. 42,668 Vandenburgh, J. Derek Reg. No. 32,179
Hope, Leonard J. ' Reg. No. 44,774 : Wahl, John R. ‘ Reg. No. 33,044
Jardine, John S. Reg. No. P-48,835 Weaver, Paul L. Reg. No. 48,640
Johns, Nicholas P. Reg. No. 48,995 . Welter, Paul A. Reg. No. 20,890
Johnston, Scott W. Reg. No. 39,721 Whipps, Brian Reg. No. 43,261
Kadievitch, Natalie D. Reg. No. 34,196 Whitaker, John E. Reg. No. 42,222
Kaseburg, Frederick A. Reg. No. 47,695 Wier, David D. Reg. No. P-48,229
Kettelberger, Denise Reg. No. 33,924 Williams, Douglas J. Reg. No. 27,054
Keys, Jeramie J. Reg. No. 42,724 Withers, James D. Reg. No. 40,376
Knearl, Homer L. . Reg.No. 21,197 Witt, Jonelle Reg. No. 41,980
Kowalchyk, Alan W. Reg. No. 31,535 Wong, Thomas S. Reg. No. 48,577
Kowalchyk, Katherine M. Reg. No. 36,848 Wu, Tong Reg. No. 43,361
Lacy, Paul E. Reg. No. 38,946 Young, Thomas Reg. No. 25,796
Larson, James A. Reg. No. 40,443 Zeuli, Anthony R. Reg. No. 45,255

1 hereby authorize them to act and rely on instructions from and communicate directly with the person/assignee/attorney/firm/ organization
who/which first sends/sent this case to them and by whom/which I hereby declare that I have consented after full disclosure to be
represented unless/until I instruct Merchant & Gould P.C. to the contrary.

I understand that the execution of this document, and the grant of a power of attorney, does not in itself establish an attorney-client
relationship between the undersigned and the law firm Merchant & Gould P.C., or any of its attorneys.

3

Exhibit 1013, Page 298




Please direct all correspondence in this case to Merchant & Gould P.C. at the address indicatéd below:

reeeee | [N
Minneapolis, MN 55402-0903 Pm%gm ?Mi%mﬁ

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and belief are
believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful false statements

may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon.

Full Name Family Name First Given Name Second Given Name
2 Of Inventor VON HOYNINGEN HUENE . Eberhard
0 Residence City State or Foreign Country Country of Citizenship
& Citizenship Hudson Quebec Canada
1 Mailing Address City State & Zip Code/Country
Address 107 Cote St-Charles Hudson Quebec JOP 1H0/Canada
naturc of Inventor 201 Date:
Full Name Family Name First Given Name Second Given Name
Of Inventor SALZMAN Michael
{ Residence City State or Foreign Country Country of Citizenship
& Citizenship Dollard-des-Ormeaux Quebec Canada
7] Mailing Address City State & Zip Code/Country
. | Address 271 Ernest Dollard-des-Ormeaux Quebec HYA 3G4/Canada
Signature of Inventor 202 Date:
Full Name Family Name First Given Name Second Given Name
Of Inventor BOYER Geoffrey
Residence City . State or Foreign Country Country of Citizenship
& Citizenship Pointe-Claire Quebec Canada
3 Mailing Address City State & Zip Code/Country
Address 292 Inglewood Avenue - Pointe-Claire Quebec H9R 2Z5/Canada
Signature of Inventor 203: Date:
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S/N unknown PATENT o

P

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE m:t\;‘ %g
Applicant: VON HOYNINGEN HUENE et al. ~ Serial No.: unknown :§§ %ﬁ
Filed: concurrent herewith Docket No.: 9680.190US01 %5’\4 _%5
Title: MOVEABLE AND DEMOUNTABLE WALL PANEL SYSTEM "=

CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 CFR 1.10

'Express Mail' mailing label number: EV 037644953 US

Date of Deposit: December 21, 2001
1 hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service 'Express Mail Post
Office To Addressee' service under 37 CFR 1.10 on the date indicated above and is addressed to the Assistant

Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C . 20231.

By Pl ”

Namé: Chris Stordahl

COMMUNICATION REGARDING PRIORITY CLAIM

Assistant Commissioner for Patents
Washington, D.C. 20231

Dear Sir:

Applicants hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code § 119 of foreign

priority as follows:

Application No. Filing Date Country
2,329,591 December 22, 2000 Canada

The priority document(s) will be furnished at a later date.
Respectfully submitted,

MERCHANT & GOULD P.C.

P.O. Box 2903

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-0903
(612) 332-5300

%/W..

/~ Gregory A. Sebald
Reg. No. 33,280

Dated: December 21, 2001

GAS/pik
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Page 1 of 2

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFIGE

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS
UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
WasHINGTON, D.C. 20231

. www.uspto.gov
| APPLICATION NUMBER | FILING/RECEIPT DATE |  FRSTNAMEDAPPLICANT |  ATTORNEY DOCKETNUMBER |
10/027,872 12/21/2001 Eberhard Von Hoyningen 9680.190US01
CONFIRMATION NO. 1026
E/I3Eslg(23HANT & GOULD PG FORMALITIES LETTER
PO BOX 2003 AR
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402-0903 00000000007367208"

Date Mailed: 01/25/2002

NOTICE TO FILE MISSING PARTS OF NONPROVISIONAL APPLICATION
FILED UNDER 37 CFR 1.53(b)
Filing Date Granted

An application number and filing date have been accorded to this application. The item(s) indicated below,
however, are missing. Applicant is given TWO MONTHS from the date of this Notice within which to file all
required items and pay any fees required below to avoid abandonment. Extensions of time may be obtained by
filing a petition accompanied by the extension fee under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a).

o The oath or declaration is unsigned.
¢ To avoid abandonment, a late filing fee or oath or declaration surcharge as set forth in 37 CFR 1.16(]) of

$130 for a non-small entity, must be submitted with the missing items identified in this letter.
¢ The balance due by applicant is $ 130.

The application is informal since it does not comply with the regulations for the reason(s) indicated below.

The required item(s) identified below must be timely submitted to avoid abandonment:

e Substitute drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.84 because:

= drawing sheets do not have the appropriate margin(s) (see 37 CFR 1.84(g)). Each
sheet must include a top margin of at least 2.5 cm. (1 inch), a left side margin of at
least 2.5 cm. (1 inch), a right side margin of at least 1.5 cm. (5/8 inch), and a bottom
margin of at least 1.0 cm. (3/8 inch);

» Drawings must be reasonably free from erasures and must be free from alterations,
overwritings, interlineations, folds, and copy marks.

m drawings submitted to the Office are not electronically reproducible. Drawing sheets

must be submitted on paper which is flexible, strong, white, smooth, non-shiny, and
durable (see 37 CFR 1.84(¢e));

A copy of this notice MUST be returned with the reply.
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Customer Service Center J
Initial Patent Examination Division (703) 308-1202
PART 3 - OFFICE COPY
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;o

IN TH‘J':: L NITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMAh. _IFFICE @3

. N\
VON HOYNINGEN HUENE, et al. Examiner: Unknown
10/027872 : Group Art Unit: Unknown
December 21, 2001 Docket: 9680.190US01
Confirmation n/a Notice of Allow. n/a
No.: ' Date:
Due Date: March 25, 2002
Title: MOVEABLE AND DEMOUNTABLE WALL PANEL SYSTEM

CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 CFR 1.10

‘Express Mail' mailing label number: EV 036305928 US

Date of Deposit: March 22, 2002
[ hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with the United States Postal Service 'Express Mail Post Office To
Addressee' service under 37 CFR 1.10 on the date indicated above and is addressed to the Commissioner of Patents and

Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 20231.
B)’iM
. hris Stordahl

Missing Parts
Commissioner for Patents
Washington, D.C. 20231

Sir:
We are transmitting herewith the attached:

Transmittal Sheet in duplicate containing Certificate of Mailing

Notice to File Missing Parts of NonProvisional Application - Part 2

Certified copy of a Canadian application, Serial No. 2,329,591, filed December 22, 2000, the right of priority of
which is claimed under 35 U.S.C. 119 ’
Signed Combined Declaration and Power of Attorney

Information Disclosure Statement, Form 1449, 20 Reference(s)

Submission of Formal Drawings, 60 Sheets of Formal Drawings

Application Data Sheet, 4 pages

Check(s) in the amount of $130 for payment of Missing Parts Completion Fee

Other: Submission of Missing Parts; Associate Power of Attorney

X] Return postcard

N

XXX

KIKIKXXIX]

Please consider this a PETITION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME for a sufficient number of months to enter these
papers or any future reply, if appropriate. Please charge any additional fees or credit overpayment to Deposit
Account No. 13-2725. A duplicate of this sheet is enclosed.

MERCHANT & GOULD P.C. By: ‘%/{/’” 7
P.O. Box 2903, Minneapolis, MN 55402-0903 Nan/u;;-v'@reémy A. Sebald
612.332.5300 Reg. Ng.: 33,280
GAS/pjk

A
23552

PATENT TRADEMARK OFFICE

(PTO TRANSMITTAL - GENERAL)
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IN TH}. _JTED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMAR  FFICE

VON HOYNINGEN HUENE, et al. Examiner: ' Unknown
10/027872 -Group Art Unit: Unknown
December 21,2001 Docket: 9680.190US01

Confirmation  n/a Notice of Allow. n/a

No.: Date:

Due Date: March 25, 2002

Title: MOVEABLE AND DEMOUNTABLE WALL PANEL SYSTEM

CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 CFR 1.10

'Express Mail' mailing label number: EV 036305928 US

Date of Deposit: March 22,2002
I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with the United States Postal Service 'Express Mail Post Office To
Addressee’ service under 37 CFR 1.10 on the date indicated above and is addressed to the Commissioner of Patents and

Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 20231.
By: % W
hris Stordahl

Missing Parts
Commissioner for Patents
Washington, D.C. 20231

Sir;
We are transmitting herewith the attached: ' ‘

Transmittal Sheet in duplicate containing Certificate of Mailing

Notice to File Missing Parts of NonProvisional Application - Part 2

Certified copy of a Canadian application, Serial No. 2,329,591, filed December 22, 2000 the right of priority of
which is claimed under 35 U.S.C. 119

‘Signed Combined Decldration and Power of Attomey

Information Disclosure Statement, Form 1449, 20 Reference(s)

Submission of Formal Drawings, 60 Sheets of Formal Drawings

Application Data Sheet, 4 pages

Check(s) in the amount of $130 for payment of Missing Parts Completion Fee
Other: Submission of Missing Parts; Associate Power of Attorney

Return postcard

XXX

IXIKIXIX

XIXIX

Please consider this a PETITION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME for a sufficient number of months to enter these
papers or any future reply, if appropriate. Please charge any additional fees or credit overpayment to Deposit
Account No. 13-2725. A duplicate of this sheet is enclosed.

52.72 ’ y 2
MERCHANT & GOULD P.C. By: ﬁ%w///w///?
P.O. Box 2903, Minneapolis, MN 55402-0903 Nan@e:"fo’é:gory A. Sebald
612.332.5300 Reg. No.: 33,280

GAS/pjk

g

PATENT TRADEMARK OFFICE

(PTO TRANSMITTAL - GENERAL)
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UNITED <§TATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFIGE
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COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS
UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 2023t

www.uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NUMBER | FILING/RECEIPT DATE |  FRSTNAMEDAPPLICANT | ATTORNEY DOCKET NUMBER |
' ‘ Eberhard Von Hoyni
10/027,872 12/21/2001 erhar Hg:ne oyningen 9680.190US01
CONFIRMATION NO. 1026

ﬁﬂaésgg HANT & GOULD PG FORMALITIES LETTER
PO BOX 2903 A 0 R R
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402-0903 ©C000000007367208"

Date Mailed: 01/25/2002

NOTICE TO FILE MISSING PARTS OF NONPROVISIONAL APPLICATION
FILED UNDER 37 CFR 1.53(b)
Filing Date Granted

An application number and filing date have been accorded to this application. The item(s) indicated below,
however, are missing. Applicant is given TWO MONTHS from the date of this Notice within which to file all
required items and pay any fees required below to avoid abandonment. Extensions of time may be obtained by
filing a petition accompanied by the extension fee under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a).

o The oath or declaration is unsigned.

» To avoid abandonment, a late filing fee or oath or declaration surcharge as set forth in 37 CFR 1.16(l) of
$130 for a non-small entity, must be submitted with the missing items identified in this letter.
e The balance due by applicant is $ 130.

The application is informal since it does not comply with the regulations for the reason(s) indicated below.

The required item(s) identified below must be timely submitted to avoid abandonment:

e Substitute drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.84 because:

» drawing sheets do not have the appropriate margin(s) (see 37 CFR 1.84(g)). Each
sheet must include a top margin of at least 2.5 cm. (1 inch), a left side margin of at
least 2.5 cm. (1 inch), a right side margin of at least 1.5 cm. ( 5/8 inch), and a bottom
margin of at least 1.0 cm. (3/8 inch);

» Drawings must be reasonably free from erasures and must be free from alterations, A
overwritings, interlineations, folds, and copy marks. \ '

m drawings submitted to the Office are not electronically reproducible. Drawing sheets : -
must be submitted on paper which is flexible, strong, white, smooth, non-shiny, and |
durable (see 37 CFR 1.84(e));

A copy of this notice MUST be returned with the reply.
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Customer Service Center 0
Initial Patent Examination Division (703) 308-1202 )
PART 2 - COPY TO BE RETURNED WITH RESPONSE
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Office de la propriété  Canadian

intellectuelle Intellectual Property
du Canada " Office y

Un organisme An Agency of

d'Industrie Canada Industry Canada

57
=

e

Certification
La présente atteste que les documents 5 is is 4%6 certify that the docurnents

ci-joints, dont la liste

sont des copies authen

System”.

eur/Certifying Officer

January 25, 2002
Date
dl*l ’
Canada
01-12-00

OPIC
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Expedit: ROBIC/BREVETS 4eme 514 845 8705; 12/22/00 14er; ‘jﬂful.'#’-fltf;vage‘b

DEMOUNTABLE PARTITION SYSTEM
EIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invantion Is concermned with movable partitions. More pracisely, it Is
concemed with a partition system composed of mountable and demountable
partitions for forming a separate room such as an office. -

10  BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The uss of partitions for tempoararily farming an office space, is known to this day.
However, the partitions that are known to this day, are basically compoeed of a ?
panel mounted on a metallic stand. However, the panels are aligned side by side '

16 1o form a predetermined offica space. Such a‘space does not allow any privacy
and Is not sound-proof. Therefore, there Is a need to provide a partition system
that may be quickly and easlly mountable and demountable and allows the
creation of an office space equal in quality to a regular office.

20 SUMMARY QF THE INVENTION

"

.

it Is a first object of the Invention to provide an Instantly mountable and r

demountable partition system. i

i

25 Itis a second oblect of the present inventlon to provide a partition system that may f
be installed with a minimum of tools. 3

It is a third object of the invention to provide a partition system that Is able to adjust J|;

to Irregular floor surfaces, thereby maintaining paraliel interface of the partitions.
30

It Is a fourth object of the invention to provide a partition system that allows the
removal of a single partition without affecting the neighbouring partitions,

CA 02329591 2000-12-22
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Expedit: ROBIC/BREVETS 4eme 514 845 8705; 12/22/00 14:27; JetFax_#370;Page 6

10

15

20

25

30

- L e e S A s o o b
Lt b era————-

It Is a fifth object of the present invention to provide a partition system that is easy
and simple to install.

The objecta of the present invention are achieved with an adjustable partition
system that s readily mountable and demountable, the partition system
comprising a plurality of partitions, sach partition comprising a panel mounted on a
frame, the frame comprising two vertical membaers parallel to each other, the
vertical members defining the langth of the frame and two harizontal membars
defining the width of the frame, each partition comprising a top portion and a
bottom portion, the top portion adapled to be secured to a ceiling by a first
connector for connecting the horizantal member on the tap portion of the partition
to a ceiling grip, and the bottom portion adapted to be secured to the ficor, by a
second connector for securing the horizontal member on the bottom portion of the
partition to the floor, and an adjustable glide for allowing adjustment of the partition
relative to tha level of the floor; and a door detachably mounted to a door strike.

An advantage of the pariition system of the present invention Is that it may be
readily installed in a pre-existing rcom with its pre-existing architectural features.

Another advantage provided by the partition system of the presént invention, is

that it allows the creation of a room having a partition regulary and evenly spaced,
thereby maintaining a parallel interface of the panel.

A further advantage of the partition system of the present invention Is that it allows

mounting and demounting of individual partition sections independently from the
others.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Figure 1 is a perspective view of tha partition system according to a preferred
embodiment of the present invention.
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Figura 2 is a perspectiva view of the tdp portion of a partition member according to
a preferred embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 3 is a perspective view of the bottom portion of two partition members
according to a preferred ambodiment of the invention.

Figure 4 is the top portion of a door comprising a door pivot assembly.

Figures 5a, b, c, d, and e, are perspective views of an adjustable glide according
to a preferred embodiment of the presant invention, connecting the bottom partion
of a partition section to the fioor.

Figure 6 is a parspective view of a disassembled solid panel.

Figure 7 is a door strike assembly accarding to a preferred embodiment of
present invention.

Figure 8 Is a cross-sectional view of a buliding module connector according to a
preferred embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 9 is a face view of two vertical members of Figure 2, connacted to the ficor.
Figures 10a to 10c are cross-sectional views of two, three, and four-way
connections of fumiture and building modules according to a preferred

embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 11 is a cross-sectional view of a stiffener designed to be installed on an
inner face of a solid panel.

Figure 11b is a cross-sectional view of a building module.
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Figure 12 is a cross-sectional view of a connector for connecting two partitions.

Figures 13a and 13b are cross-sectional views of different connectors used for
connecting two partition members.

5 =
Figure 14 is a cross-sectional view of a stiffener designed to bs mounted on an -
inner face of the top portion of a solid panel. i
Figure 15a is a vertical stiffenar of Figura 14 Including a spring clip. 3

10 E
Figure 16b Is a perspective view of a spring ¢lip, =
Figure 16 Is a perspective view of a stiffener designed to be mounted on an Inner
face In the middle section of a solid panel. i

15 ' 2

Figurs 17 is a cross-sectional view of a vertical post for a solid panel.

LRSS ]

Figure 18 [s a cross-sectional view of a vertical member for a glass panal. N
20 Figure 19 is a cross-gectional viaw of a recessed ceiling rail.

Figure 20 is a cross-sectional view of the top distant channel of a solid panel.

Figure 21 is a perspective view of a door strike according to a preferred
25 embodiment of the present invention.

LN}

Figure 22 is a side view of a door bumper according to a preferred embodiment of
the present invention.

R & ¥

TR AT TS

30 Figures 23a to 23c are different views of a floor channel according to a preferred
embadimsant of tha present invention.
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Figure 24 is a perspective view of the adjustable glide according to a prefarred 4

embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 25 is a cross-sectional view of a bottom distance channel for a glass panel
5 according to a preferred ambodiment of the presant invention,

Figure 26 Is a side cross-sectional view of a base cover according to a prefemed
embodiment of the present invantion.

P i i R

10 Figure 27 Is a perspeclive view of a pivot plate according to a preferred
embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 28 is an exploded view of a panel member according to a preferred 3
embodiment of tha prasent invention.

15 :
Figure 29 is an exploded view of a partiion member according another
embodiment of the present invention,

Figure 30 Is an exploded view of a door according to a preferred embodiment of
20 the present invention used in the partition system of the prasant invention.

DL

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

P N S & ¥ R

As seen In Figure 1, the partition system according to the present Invention
25 comprises a plurality of partition members. Each partition member comprises a
panel which may be made of any suitable material that may be usad as a wall
structure or a material selected from the group conslsting of steel, wood, gypsum,
plastic, fiber-glass or any varlety of finishes selected from tha group consisting of
fabric, vinyl, veneer, paint, laminate. The panel is mounted on a frame, which
30 comprises at least two verlical members and two horizontal members.
The horizontal member defining the top of the partition, is adapted to be connected
to the ceiling through a ceiling connector. The vertical member in the bottom

ppsaiatth metes Sty o SR e
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portion of the partition is adapted to be secured to the floor through an adjustable
connector,

e hhe

T

Referring to Figures 2, 28 and 28, there is shown a celfing rail according to a

5 preferred embodiment of the present invention. The ceiling rail is designed to 3
receive the top portion of the partition member. The partition member is fixed to

the ceiling rail through a ceiling connector, which may ba a T-slot connector or a
caddy clip. It should be understood that any other type of connector may be used

in the context of the present invention, and that s known to a person skilled in the 2

10 art is included in the scope of the present invention.

o T

As may be seen in figures 3 and 5a to Se, the lower portion of each partition
member is adapted to be secured to the floor through an adjustable connector.
More precisely, the adjustable connectar comprises an adjustable glide. As best
15  seen in figure 9, the glide assembly comprises a threaded bolt and a nut, which
are connectad to a bracket on the floor channel. The adjustable glide assembly Is
attached to the lower end of a vertical member of a partition member. The A
adjustable glide is further adapted to be connected to a floor channel. In the
lllustrated embodiment, the adjustable glide Is connected to the floor member
20 through bracket means. Thus, the adjustable glide serves as an adjustable
connector between a partition member and the floor. The purpose of providing 3
such an adjustable connsctor is to allow each of the partition members to be
properly aligned relative to each other. This maintains a paralle] interface of the
panel. It should be noted that the partition system of the present invention uses the
25 ceiling as a level point. "

LM N S AL B N a4

™YY

TTITY

As seen in figures 1 and 30, the partition system according to the presant
invention also comprises a door, which may pivot between an open and closed
position. The door is secured to the panel assembly through a pair of pivoting ' ;’
30 rods that are secured on the top and bottom of the same side of the door. As best
seen in figure 4, the top portion of the door comprises a pivoting rod, which may
be inserted in an opening on the door strike assembly as best seen in figure 7. As

TViT
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seen In figure 27, a pivot plate Is secured at the bottom of the door and comprises 3
an opening for receliving the pivoting rod therein.

Ty vl

Referring now to Figures 12, 13a and 13b, the partition system according to the
6 present invention, is also provided with different connestors for connecting at least
two partition members together. As seen in Figure 12, the corner connector is
designed to connect two partition members perpendicularly or in different angles. It
Is used to form a corner. As baest seen in Figure 10c, the corner connector is
designed to retain a portion of the vertical member of each partition member.

it £ M e o 0

TP

Lt It O el LK 1Y

10
Rafarring now to Figure 13a, there can be seen a recessed connector. This
connector comprises two wings extending upwardly. These wings are made of soft
PVC and ara flexible. The core of this connector, which conslists of a gripping

YT =TTTT

device, is made of hard PVC. This connector is especially useful to be used in

16 combination with a solld panel such as seen in Figure 8, since the wings are
designed to covaer the series of openings which are present along the entire length
of the vertical post. When needed, It is possible to install a hook or a bracket in
tha openings by pushing in the flexible wing of the recessed connector.

RA N o 5 Pl e i

1T

20 Referring now to Figure 13b, a flush connector may also be used to connact the
partition members. As opposed to the recessed connector, the fiush connector 2
does not comprise a pair of wings, and is designed to create a uniform surface E
when It Is installed on the vertical members of the adjacent partition members. i

25 Referring now to Figures 11a, 14, 16 and 29, there are shown different stiffeners
that are used in solid panel partition systems. The function of such stiffeners is to
support the panel which may be flexible if it is made of a steel sheet, and also to >
provide means for mounting and demounting the panel to ﬁxe structural frame.
Spring clips, such as shown in ifigures 15a and 16b, are used o as 1o allow the

30 panel to be mounted to a structural frame in a snap-fit fashion. A

bante & i
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The floor channel Is dssigned to support the entire weight of each partition 3
member. It is designed to distribute the weight of the partition members evenly. 5
The floor channel of the present invention has been designed so as to resist
earthquakes and to maintain its rigidity for each partition member,

As previously mentioned, the partition system according to the present invention
I has been designed to provide partitions that are easily and quickly mountable and -
demountable for creating a new room. Furthermore, the system allows the 2
attachment and detachment of a singla partition member, without disturbing the
10 neighbouring partition members. Therefore, there is no need to disturb the
nelghbouring partition members if one barﬂtlon member needs to be replaced or i
removed, : ' 3

Although the present invention has been explained hereinabove by way of a

156 preferred embodiment thereof, it should be pointed out that any modifications 1o
this preferred embodiment within the scope of the present invention is not desmed
to alter or change the nature and scope of the present invention.

T T~
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GENIUS ™
Movable/Demountable Office Partition System

- Variable sized, prefabricated panels available in both fumiture and
building module. Ceiling height (either flush or recessed base and
ceiling conditions), clear-story and free standing options are
available.

- Wall thickness is 3 % inches thus allowing for superior sound
rating, as well as passthrough components, i.e. electrical wires, : i
communication and network cables, air conditioning, fiber optic 3
cables, etc. i

- Panel shells are removable by means of specially designed
connecting strips. These connecting strips and the shells are
designed in such 2 way as to achieve on site demountability.
Moreover, it allows for field installation of electrical,
communication and fiber optic wires,

- The adjustability at the ceilingis+/- 1 inch
- Panels are stackable. The unique splice connector allows panels to

be stacked on top of each other, thereby allowing these stacked
panels to exceed 120™ in height,

- The panel-to-panel connector gives both the ability to adjust for
“panel creep” and, using the flush version, allows this system to be
used in “clean room” and fire-rated corridor environments.

- The vertical and horizontal shapes arc designed so that it can
accommodate both single or double glazing, and a variety of blinds
and privacy screens.

- The unique design of the lower glide system allows for an
adjustability of over 3 inches

- The panels may be attached to drywall by means of a telescoping
vyall connector,

- The specially designed glazing posts allow for electrical and
communication wiring to be housed inside these posts.

- Panels shells may be manufactured from a variety of materials, i.e.
steel, wood, gypsum, plastic, fiberglass, etc, in a variety of finishes
(Fabric, vinyl, veneer, paint, laminates)

4
4
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- The wall has the capacity to allow for pocket doors, pivot doors
and hinged doors.

- Ability to accommodate 3" thick flat screen TV*s within solid
panels, ' '

- Minimal number of “loose” components on the job site allows for
an easy and clean installation.

- It allows for hanging componentry, i.e. worksurfaces, overheads,
light accessories.

- Radius comers and radius panels are an option with this system.

T
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