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(57) ABSTRACT 

Disclosed is a low profile lighting apparatus that is particu­
larly advantageous for use as a backlight for illuminating a 
display. The lighting apparatus includes a waveguide 
coupled to a light source for injecting light into the 
waveguide. The waveguide includes a plurality of elongate 
structures for ejecting light propagating within the 
waveguide through a predetermined surface of the 
waveguide. Another embodiment of the waveguide includes 
a central region of reduced thickness that redirects light 
propagating within the waveguide. The lighting apparatus 
has a low profile so it is particularly useful in areas of limited 
space. 
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