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I. INTRODUCTION 

This Petitioner’s Reply is responsive to the Patent Owner’s Response to 

Petition for Inter Partes Review Under 37 C.F.R. § 42.107 (the “Response”).  

As set forth in the Petition, the claims of U.S. Patent No. 6,549,130 (the 

“’130 patent”) are invalid in view of the prior art cited therein, including U.S. 

Patent No. 6,072,402 (Exhibit 1006, “Kniffin”), U.S. Patent No. 5,113,427 

(Exhibit 1007, “Ryoichi”), U.S. Patent No. 5,081,667 (Exhibit 1008, “Drori”), and 

U.S. Patent No. 4,602,127 (Exhibit 1015, “Neeley”). Despite the Patent Owner’s 

(“Joao”) assertions that the ’130 patent describes a “novel and unconventional 

system,” and claims a “specially assembled and programmed distributed control 

system for vehicles” (Response at 2), the ’130 patent merely claims a conventional 

chain of three control devices, passing along signals to allow for remote operation 

of vehicle systems. As set forth in the Petition, the claimed systems and methods 

are disclosed by the cited prior art and were well known before the earliest 

effective filing date of the ’130 patent, such that the challenged claims are invalid 

and should be canceled. 

In its Response, Joao argues that Kniffin fails to describe a chain of three 

control devices for controlling a vehicle component, device, system, or subsystem, 

even though Kniffin describes communicating from a telephone and 

communications link, to a clearinghouse, to an in-vehicle control device for storing 
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