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despoil I detain 392.?_m 
Cle-SpO_Il Cdé s oil’, di-) Vt. IIME dcspoilcn < OFr dcspoiller < L
dcspoliare < 2-, intons. + spaliaru, to strip, rob: sec SPOlL]l to
deprive of something of value by or as by force; rob; plunder —
SYN. RAVAGE —de-spoll'er n. —cle-spoil‘-ment n.

de-spa-lia-tion (di sp6'lé ."i’shan) :7. [LL despoliatio: see prec.] a
despoiling or being despoiled; pillage

de-sponcl (di 5p':ind') vi. [L dcspondere, to lose courage, yield < de-,
from + sponciere, to promise: see SPONSOR] to lose courage or hope;
become disheartened; be depressed —n. rlespondency: now chiefly
in slough of despond (see SLOUGH‘, n. 2)

de-spond-ency (di spz'in’don sé) n. [sec fol} loss of courage orhope; dejection: also de-spend’-ence (-clans)
do-spend-ent (di span'dont) adj. [L despondens, prp. of
dcspondere: see DESPOND] filled with despondency; dejected —5YN.
HOPELESS —de~spond’-ently adv.

des-put (des'pet) n. [0Frdespote < Gr dcspolés, amastcr, lord < IE‘dams-potis; lit., house master < *ciem-, house (> TIMBER L dumus)
+ ‘polls, master, husband (> L potis, POTENT, Goth ~ aths, hus-
band)] 1 lArchaic] a title meaning “master,” applied to certain

neutralize the effect. of 7 to make useless —-vi. to bring ahgut. Idestruction

SYN.—_destroy'implies‘ la tearin down‘ or bringing tia‘m'1' e1-id‘
wrecking,‘ ruining, killing era‘ icating, etc. -and is tl1e*termq,f-
broadest application here he destroy a, city, ones influence‘, erg;
demollsh implies such desla-u'ctive'for'ce:as "to completely smash‘

' to pieces [the hembs—demo£i_s ed tl'le‘f3:_:torio£I], _ _ " '
level to the gmund,-eitberd l:ni'ctlve'ly'or-by-sys mat‘
ing witha salvagin ‘of useful ‘to annihilate into‘ estrofifa

. completely as: to-b_ot;out‘.‘ of. existent-.e:[n ht; thar,'can;’,gg,b‘
dnnillilated] . . - ,.

de-stroyer (di stroi'ar)An.7 1 lalper-son or thing that destroys’-
lorig. torpedo-boa: destroyer] a small, fast, highly maneuverablg;
warship armed with 3-inch or 5-inch g'uns, depth charges, tnrpe,does, etc, ‘

vdestroyer escort n warship smaller and slower than a destroye
used mainly to escort. merchant ships r

destroying angel either of two species tAmaru'ta uerno or ifvirosa) of arge, deadly, white amanita mushrooms found during.warm weather in moist forests -
classes of rulers, as Byzantine emperors or bishops of the Greek “'d*"-"5t”-"1 (‘ll 5*-Tuklf. d'5'5l5l'“kl") "- llh“Ck‘f°'-'m~ < DESTRUCTTB
church 2 an absolute ruler; king with unlimited powers; aubocrnt
3 anyone in charge who acts like a tyrant

des-potic (dos pfilfik) adj. [Fr ales otique < Gr dcspotilzas] of or
like a despot; autocratic; tyranni : also desvpot'I-cal -—-des-pol'i-
cal ly adv.

des-pot-ism (des’pa tiz’am) n. lFr despotism] 1 rule or domina-
tion by a despot; autocracy 2 the methods or acts of a despot;
tyranny, 3 a political system, state, etc. dominated by a despot

de-spu-mate (di spy('i'i’m:il.', des'pyo—o mac) mt. --mated, --mat’-lng
[< L a'e.-rpumams, pp. of dcspumare, to skim oh” < dc-, off, from +
spumare, to foam < spuma, FOAM] 1 to take the scum off; skim 2
to throw off as froth —l/l. to become rid of scum —des'-pu-ma’-tionn.

des-qua-mate (des'lcwa mat’, di skwa’-) vi. --mat'ed, -~mat'-lng ls:
L dcsqaamutus, p. of des uamore,to scale ofl'< de—, olT+5quama,
:1 scale, SQUAMA to fall 0 in scales; peel off: said esp. of the top
layer of skin or mucous membrane —de5'-qua-ma’-tlon n.

Des-sau (des’ou) city in EC Germany, in the state of Saxony-
Anhalt: pop. 95,000

des-sert (di zurl.') :1. [ME < OFr < desseruir to clear the table <
des- (L dc), from + scrvir (L scruire), SERVE #1 a usually sweet
course, as of pie, cake, or ice cream, served at the end of a meal 1
[Brit] uncooked fruit served after, or in place of, the sweet course

dessert-spoon (-spo'on’) n. :1 spoon between a teaspoon and table-
spoon in size, used in eating dessert

des-sia-tine ( es’ya trio’) :1. [Russ dyesyatiria, lit., tithe < dyeslyaflten < lE ‘dc mt- < base mam > TEN] a Russian unit of and
rncasureequal to about 2.7 acres _

de-sta-bi-Iize [dé sta’ba liz‘) vr. --|ized'_ --Iiz'-lng to upset the sta-
bility o_1_‘ equilibrium of; unbalance

cle Steel, Madame see S’1‘M'-EL
de-stain (dé stfin’) Vt. to remove stain from (a specimen or part of a
specimen) to facilitate microscopic study

ole-Stalinization fdé st.‘il'i no zi'1’.5han) n. the progressive elimina-tion, as by the former Soviet government, of political methods orinfluences derived from Stalin

de-steri-lize (dé stefla liz’) vt. —-lized', --Iiz'-lng to bring back from nsterile state; spccif,, to release (gold) from a neutra ized position
into an active position in the monetary system where it can sup-
port. credit and monetary issues

de Stlfl (da stil', -stal’) |[Du, lit_, the Style, name of a journal
founded in 1917 in Holland by Mondrian and Theodore van Does-
burgll an abstract. art movement marked by the use of rectangular
forms and by emphasis on primary colors or grays and blacks

des-ti-na-tion (des'ta na’shan) n. [ME destinacioun < L destinrttio,
settlement, appointment < tfeslinare: see fol.] 1 [Rare] a destining

or being destined 2 the end for which something or someone isclestine 3 the place toward which someone or something is goingor sent
dE5'tl|'IE (des’tin) V1‘. --tined, --tin-ing [ME dc-stincn < OFr rfestincr
< L ricstimzre, to fasten clown, secure < do-. intcns. + *slanare <
base ofslarc, S1‘.-XNDI 1 to predetermine, as by fate: usually in the
passive 2 to set apart for a certain purpose; intend ficlestined for
1 headed for; bound for 2 intended for {destined for leadership}

dE5‘1IH ((19510 nfz) n.,prl. --I'|lES IME dusting < OFI‘ dcslizme; fem,
pp. of _estmer: sec prec.]l ‘I the seemingly inevitable or necessary
succession of events 2 what will necessarily happen to any person
or thing; (one’s) fate 3 that which determines events: said of
eithe; a supernatural agency or necessity -5YN. FATE

des-ti-tute [dcs'to t.tTut', -t Hot‘) adj. EMF. < L dcstitimm, pp. of
destifuere, to forsake, aban on < dz-, down, away + slutucre, to set,

lace; see STATUTE]! ‘I not having; being without; lacking (with of)
Pdesritule of trees] 2 locking the necessities of life; living in com-
plcte_povei_-ty 3 [Obs] abandoned; forsaken —SYN. POOR

des-t_I-tu-tlon (dcs'ta trTo'shan, -ty<Tz’-J n. [ME destifzzcioxux < L
ricstltuiiol the state of being destitute; csp., abject poverty —~SYN.l’0VEli'l'Y

des-trier (de5’l.ré or, des trii’) n. [ME deslrer < OF‘r ri'c.s-trier -1 ML

the deliberate destruction of a malfunctioning missile, 1'0ckc_t.,'é
after its launch —yl. to be automatically destroyed —VI’. to destrla rocket, etc.) deliberately by remote control '

de-struct-ible (di struk'ta boll adj. [LL deslrirclibilisl that canhe‘ '
destroyed; subject to destruction —devstruct'-ibiI'-lty n.

de-struc-tion (di struk’shan) n. [ME t1'c.s'£rucciomi < 0Fr de
lion < L dcslructio < destructus, pp. of destruerc: see Dssnaovlf,
the act or recess of destroying; demolition or slaughter 2 the fact
or state 0 being destroyed 3 the cause or means of destroying T2SYN. RUIN . ,

de-struc-tion-ist Hot) n. a person who believes in or farm
destruction, as of an existing social order ' . ‘

de-struc-tive (di struk’tiv} ad]. I[OF'r aYestructif< LL des£ructiui.Ls]-

1 tending or likely to cause destruction 2 causing orQpruducingdestruction; destroying 3 merely negative; not helpful!’ estructiz-e‘
criticism] —de-strut’-Ilvely adv. —de~struc'-tive-ness n. or d
strucltiv-ity (dé‘struk’tiv'o to, di-) I \,,

destructive distillation the decomposition of a material, as coal;
wood, etc., by heat in the absence of air, followed by the recovery-bl
volatile products of the decomposition by condensation or nth
means: a type of calcination: see PYROLYSJS ~

de-struc-tor (di strL1k’tor) n. [LL < dcstructus: see DESTRUC'l‘I0.\
1 [Brit] an incinerator for rubbish n2 an explosive device f
bringing about :1 destruct

desue-tude (des'wi tifirl’, -tylJTJd‘} :1. [[ME < L‘:1'esue£udo' 2;. '
desuctus, p . of desuescere, to disuse < Lie-,'l'rom + suesccre, to
accustomed? see CUSTOM] the condition of not being used or praticed any more; disuse [laws fallen into dc-sucrude] - V ,

de-sul-fur-ize (dé sul'far ix’) Vt‘. --lzed', --iz‘-ing to remove’ sulfurfrom: also de-5ul'-fur ~—de-suI'-furl-2a’-tlon n. —de»sul'-fur-iz‘er n '
des-ul-to (des’ol tare; also dez'-) adj. [L desultorfus < dcsul l':_
vaultcr < c esuitus, pp. ofdesilire, to leap down < dc», clown, fro ;__
salirc. to leap: see SALIENTI 1 passing fromone thing to another 10'
an aimless way; disconnected; not methodical Ia desultorjr conver‘
sation} 2 lacking direct relevance; random; incidental [a desulfl’
observation} -—SYN. ELANDONI -—des'-ul-to’-rily adv. -—des'-ul-to“ness n.

det abbrw. 1 detachment 2 detail V
de-tach (tlé t..'1cl'i', di-) Vt. I]Fr détaeher < OF‘r delachicr, desraqlllff.< do-, DE» + cstochier, to A'l'l‘ACl-II 1 to unfaslcn or separate 317
remove; disconnect; disengage 2_ to send (troops, ships, etc.) 011
special mission —de-tach‘-abi|'-ity n. —de-tach'-able adj. ‘

de-tached (dé 1:acht.', di-) adj. 1 not connected; separate 2 fl
involved by emotion, interests, etc; aloof; impartial —SYN. IN'Dl_Fl-‘BRENT —de-tach'-edly adv. ~de-tech’-ed~ness n. .

dE't3Cl'l'mEnt ldé taclfrnant, di-) n. HF‘: détaehcrwzelltl ‘I a dctoc-ll‘
ing; separation 2 :1) the sending of tron s or ships on special sen’-iee b) a unit of troops separate from a arger unit for special ii"
a) a small permanent unit organized for special service 3 the S¢ill“‘
of being disinterested, impartial, or aloof _

de-tail (di tail’, di'3'téil’) n. [Fr démil < the v.] 1 the act. of dcflll“
with things item by item [the detail of business] 2 a mu-“ll
account {to go into detail] 3 any of the small parts that o to infikeup something; item; particular {the details of a plan 4 ct)
small scconda or accessory part or parts of a picture, sifll-“
building, etc. ,3’) a Small scginent as of a painting, reprodt1'3'-’-
separately for detailed study 5 or) one or more soldiers, sailors. elf;chosen for a particular task b) the task itself —vt. H71‘ detmllflrn
cut up, tell in particulars < dé- (L do). from + tailh,-r, to cull 5'
TAILOR 1 to give the mrliculars of; tell, item by item 2 to C1
for a particular task [ emit a man for sentry duty] n3 to clean ,-
automotive vehicle) inside and outside. with meticulous attcI_1l'“’ .
to details, usually for a fee —SYN. iron —in detall item by it-?“"
with particulars

detail drawin a separate drawing of a small part or section»of a machine, s lowing the details
:45

detailed (dé'tE1ld’, di told’) adj. nuirlsed by careful attenLl°" midetail [a detailed plan]
dcxtrarius < VL *dc-xtrare, to lead (by the right hand) < dextra, sdetail man :1 salesman for a pharmaceutical firm who visits amright. band: see DEXTER] [Archaic] a war horse; charger
de-stro (di stra'i') V1’. [ME dcstroicn < OFI‘ ifeslruirc < L zlestrucre
< dc-,_ own + strncrie, to build: see STRU('."l'Ul'lI-Ill ‘l to tear down;
demolish 2 to break up or spoil completely; rain 3 to bring to total
defeat; crush 4 to put an end to; do away with 5 to kill 6 to

tors, dentists, etc. in :1 certain district to promote new rlrt1E5
66-min [dé tan’, di-l Vt. IEME deleincrz < OFr dcleriir < L delinerf
hold down or elf, keep bnclc, detain < do-, off, from + lcncre, llfloflsee TENANTII 1 to keep in custody; conllne 2 to keep from gum?
hold back 3 ]Ohs.] to withhold —de-Iain’-ment 11.

t0

. detain-ee (dé'tan e’) n. a p. 95] reasons
39-tainer (dé terror, di-l I

‘ .{Ang]o-Fr dctener, inf. use:
a) the unlawful Wil’.l1hOll‘.l1.‘
cg,-ner b) the detention of awrit for continuing to he

de-.ta5-sel (de tas'al) in. --s
‘remove tusscls from (corn)

reduction of hybrid corn 5
lde.teCl (dé tckt’, di-) Vf. lllluncover < de-, from + to

discover, as in a misdee
.‘ -{somethin hidden or not
Iftm-g-ument 3 Radio a) REC*1. r to uncover; reveal -—de-ten:
lede-te:_-ta-phone gde telct:I a device for hstenms 59611?
de-tee-tion (dé tekfslian, d
._g- finding out or being 70111. notice 2 DEMODULATION

,. de-tec-tive (de tek’t1'v, di-ves and their work —n.
‘son on a police force, who

. zmlve crj;-nos 2 [short for 1vately to investigate crime
detective story a myste‘discovery of who committ

hich a. detective, often a;
1 ‘a murder, by means of cm

._ also detective novel
'3; de-tec-tor (dé tek’tar. di-‘ .person or thing that dctecl

ing the presence of somctl
'- de-tent (dé’tcnt.'; also di ti

.u.pb_end < dé- (L dis-) from
part that steps or release:

.t.he'striking of a clock- dé-tente or de-tente {da
lessening of tension or hos
-treaties, trade agreements

. de-ten-tion [clé terrshan, c
’ L tietentio _< dctentus, pp. 0

nfnrced delay 2 a form
_ equired-to tay after schc
sdetentlon home a place

are held in custody, esp. t
mes by the juvenile coun

_de_-ter (dc tar’, di-) Vt. --ier
yrrere, to frighten: see '1'}!
group, or nation) from doii
doubt, etc. —de«ter'-ment

- de-ter e (:15: l.urj', di-) vt. -
- -ofi'< , off, from + tcrgi

. see THROW] to clean:

—- llejter-gent we tur’jont, ., ‘see DETERGEI cleansing —
" ' face-active chemical prepa

_ mite, that is capable of en
. d_e‘-terio-rate (as use a 1

tfcferiorattzs pp. of dclerio
‘Inferior < ‘deter, below < r
“T become worse; lower in'3'-hon n.

SE-terlo-ra-tive (-r:‘it'iv) zE-ter-rm-nable ids tar’l9r_"nnab:'lisl 1 that en
d rminnble —cle-tar’-ml-na
b-eiter-ml-nacy (as l.er'm-‘-"F18 dcterrninate 2 the e-

.. dlalxsed or in having prcdis
- defler-[nl-nant (dé l;ur’melermmarell determining

a “"1. the sum of the pidgtordance with certain 2
6; if-mi-‘nate (dé tufnu
dist; lermmare: see DETE:fl ncl; fixed 2 settled I

_ We’ at the end of the p
. flat 050 _-—de-ter'-mi-natal)

- cg e"YlIn_ate cleavage (
mgresultin in daughter' P19?-5! em ryo by them

efminate growth 1early by the form:
_“’tl1. resulting in a plo

e"‘f_l1i-na-tion (do on
limlntng or being’ det-

Slfi? =lr_rived at by Ll}:. cation 4 the qua i

‘détaew ‘#119 ending of an cs"ml-na-tive cue tur
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