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bombardment with atomic weapons. —at’om:i-za’tion (-i-
zafshan) n.

at-om-iz-er (atfa-mi’zar) n. A device for converting a sub-
stance, especially a perfume or medicine, to a fine spray.

atom smasher n. Sece accelerator (sense 3).

atrosmy ! (atfo-mé) n, pl -mies, Archaic. 1. A tiny parti-
cle; a mote. 2. A tiny being. [From Latin atomi, pl. of atomus,
atom. See ATOM.]

at-o-my?2 (it’o-mé) n, pl. -mies. Archaic. A gaunt person;
a skeleton. [From an atomy, respelling of ANATOMY.]

A-+ton also A-ten (it/n) n. Mythology. An Egyptian god of the
sun, regarded during the reign-of Akhenaton as the only god.
a-to-nal (a-to/nsl) adj. Music. Lacking a tonal center or key;
characterized by atonality. —a-+to’nal+ly adv.

a*tosnal+ism (i-torna-liz’om) n. Music. Atonal composition
or the theory of atonal composition. —a-to/nal-ist adj. & n.
—a-+to’nal-is’tic adj.

a-to-nal-i-ty (a’ts-nal’i-t&) n, pl. -ties. Music. The ab-
sence of a tonal center and of harmenies derived from a diatonic
scale corresponding to such a center; lack of tonality.

a-tone (a-tonf) v. a-toned, a-ton-ing, artones. —intr. 1.
To make amends, as for a sin or fault: These crimes must be
atoned for. 2. Archaic, To agree. —tr. 1. To expiate. 2. Ar-
chaic. To conciliate; appease: “So heaven, atoned, shall dying
Greece restore” (Alexander Pope). 3. Obsolete. To reconcile or
harmonize. [Middle English atonen, to be reconciled, from at one,
in agreement : at, at; see AT! + one, one; see ONE.] —a-ton/-
a-ble, a-tone’a-ble adj. —a-ton’er n.

a-tone-ment (a-ton’mant) n. 1. Amends or reparation made
for an injury or wrong; expiation. 2.a. Theology. Reconciliation
or an instance of reconciliation between God and human beings.
b. Atonement. The redemptive life and death of Jesus. «c.
Atonement. The reconciliation of God and human beings brought
about by Jesus. 3. Christian Science. The radical obedience and
purification, exemplified in the life of Jesus, by which humanity
finds oneness with God. 4. Obsolete. Reconciliation; concord.

a-ton-ic (d-tdon’ik) adj. 1. Not accented: an atonic syllable. 2.
Pathology. Relating to, caused by, or exhibiting lack of muscle
tone. —atonic n. A word, syllable, or sound that is unaccented.
[From Greek atonos. See ATONY.] —at’os-nic/i-ty (at’a-nis/-
I-té, dt/n-is-) n.

at-o-ny (it’a-ng, at'n-¢) n. 1. Lack of normal muscle tone. 2,
Lack of accent or stress. [Late Latin atonia, from Greek, from
atonos, slack : a-, without; see A—1 + tonos, stretching, tone; sce
TONE.]

a-top (a-top’) adv. To, on, or at the top. —atop prep. On top
of. —a-top’ adj.

u-l’op-ic (a-tdop’ik) adj. Of, relating to. or caused by a hered-
itary predisposition toward the development of certain hypersen-
sitivity reactions, such as hay fever, asthma, or chronic urticaria,
upon exposure to specific antigens: atopic dermatitis. [From
Greek atopia, unusualness, from atopos, out of the way : a-, not;
see A—! + topos, place] —at/o-py (41fa-pé) n.

=—ator suff. One that acts in a specified manner: radiator. [Latin
-dator : -d-, stem vowel of verbs in -dre + -tor, agent n. suff. (later
reanalyzed as -dtus, -ate + -or, -or).]

—atory suff. 1.a. Of or relating to: perspiratory. b. Tending to:
amendatory. 2. One that is connected with: reformatory. [From
Latin -atorius and -atérium, both from -ator, -ator.)

a-tox-ic (a-tdk’sik) adj. Not poisonous or toxic.

ATP (a’té’pe’) n. An adenosine-derived nucleotide, C,,H,4-
N;0,3P3, that supplies large amounts of energy to cells for various
biochemical processes, including muscle contraction and sugar
metabolism, through its hydrolysis to ADP. [aA(DENOSINE) T(RI)-
P(HOSPHATE).]

ATP-ase (a’te-péfas, -az) n. An enzyme that catalyzes the hy-
drolysis of ATP; adenosine triphosphatase.

at-ra-bil-ious (at'ro-bil7yas) also at-ra-bil-i-ar (-bilré-ar)
adj. 1. Inclined to melancholy. 2. Having a peevish disposition;
surly. [From Latin dtra bilis, black bile (translation of Greek
melankholia; see MELANCHOLY) @ dtre, black: see @ter- in Appen-
dix + bilis, bile] —at‘ra-bil’ious+ ness n.

a-trem-ble (s-trémsbal) adj. Being in a state of shaking or
trembling, as from fear or excitement

a-tre-sia {a-trérzho, -zhé-a) n. 1. The absence or closure of a
normal body orifice or tubular passage such as the anus, intestine,
or external ear canal. 2. The degeneration and resorption of one
or more ovarian follicles before a state of maturity has been

reached. [New Latin : Greek a-, not, without; see A—"' + trésis,
perforation, orifice; see tera-1 in Appendix.] —a-tre+sic (-zik,
-sik) adj.

A-treus (a’tros’, artré-as) n. Greek Mythology. A king of

Mycenae, brother of Thyestes and father of Agamemnon and Men-
elaus.

a-tri-a (aftré-a) n. A plural of atrivm.

atrial na-tri-u-ret-ic factor (na‘ire-yao-ret’ik) 0. Abbr.
ANF A hormonal substance produced by the right atrium of the
heart that stimulates the excretion of sodium and water by the
kidneys and helps regulate blood pressure. [ATRIAL + natrium,
sodium (from NATRON) + URETIC + F7 .|
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atrioventricular node ». A small mass of specialized car-
diac muscle fibers, located in the wall of the right atrium of the
heart, that receives heartbeat impulses from the sinoatrial node
and directs them to the walls of the ventricles. Also called Ay
node.

a-trip (a-tripf) adj. Nautical. Just clear of the bottom. Used of
an anchor.

a-tri-um (aftré-am) n., pl. a<tri-a (a’tré-3) or -ums. 1. Ar.
chitecture. A rectangular court, as: a. A usually skylighted cen-
tral area, often containing plants, in some modern buildings, es-
pecially of a public or commercial nature, b. The open area in the
center of an ancient Roman house. ¢. The forecourt of a building,
such as an early Christian church, enclosed on three or four sides
with porticoes. 2. Anatomy. A bodily cavity or chamber, espe-
cially either of the upper chambers of the heart that receives blood
from the veins and forces it into a ventricle. In this sense, also
called auricle. [Latin dtrium. See ater- in Appendix.] —a’tri.
al adj, .

a+tro«cious (o-tro’shos) adj. 1. Extremely evil or cruel; mon-
strous: an atrocious crime. See Synonyms at outrageous. 2. Ex-
ceptionally bad; abominable: atrocious decor; atrocious behavior,
[From Latin atréx, atréc-, frightful, cruel. See ater- in Appendix.)
—a-tro’cious:ly adv. —a+tro’cious+ness n.

a‘troceity (a-tros’i-té) n, pl. -ties. 1. Appalling or atro-
cious condition, quality, or behavior; monstrousness. 2.a. Anap-
palling or atrocious action, situation, or object. b. An act of cru-
elty and violence inflicted by an enemy armed force on civilians or
prisoners: wartime atrocities.

ut-ro-phy (atrra-fe) n., pl. -phies. 1. Pathology. A wasting
or decrease in size of a bodily organ, tissue, or part owing to dis-
ease, injury, or lack of use: muscular atrophy of a person affected
with paralysis. 2. A wasting away, deterioration, or diminution:
intellectual atrophy. —atrophy v. -phied, -phy-ing, -phies.
—tr. To cause to wither or deteriorate; affect with atrophy.
—intr. To waste away: wither or deteriorate. [Late Latin atro-
phia, from Greek, from atrophos, ill-nourished : a-, without; see
A="' + trophé, food.] —a-troph’ic (a-trdf’ik) adj.

m-ro-pine (at’ra-pén’, -pin) also atero+pin (-pin) n. A poi-
sonous, bitter, crystalline alkaloid, C,;H,3;NO,, obtained from bel-
ladonna and other related plants. It is used to dilate the pupils of
the eyes and as an antispasmodic. [From New Latin Atropa, ge-
nus name of belladonna, from Greek atropos, unchangeable. See
ATROPOS.]

At:ro-pos (at/ra-pos’, -pas) n. Greek Mythology. One of the
three Fates, the cutter of the thread of destiny. [Greek, from at-
ropos, inexorable : a-, not; see A=! + tropos, changeable; see
—TROPOUS.]

At-si-na (at-séfna) n., pl. Atsina or =-nas. l.a. A Native
American people formerly inhabiting the plains of northern Mon-
tana and southern Saskatchewan, with a present-day population
in north central Montana. b. A member of this people. 2. The
Algonquian language of the Atsina, dialectally related to Arapa-
ho. Also called Gros Ventre.

aft, abbr. 1. Attached. 2. Attention. 3. Law. Atlorney.

at-tach (a-tach’) v. -tached, -tach-ing, -tach-es. <tr. 1. To
fasten, secure, or join. 2. To connect as an adjunct or associated
condition or part: Many major issues are attached to this legisla-
tion. They gained influence by attaching themselves to prominent
city institutions. 3. To affix or append; add: We attached several
riders to the document. 4. To ascribe or assign: attached no sig-
nificance to the threat. 5. To bind by emotional ties, as of affec-
tion or loyalty: I am attached to my family. 6. To assign (per-
sonnel) to a military unit on a temporary basis. 7, Law. To seize
(persons or property) by legal writ. —intr. To adhere, belong, or
relate: Very little prestige attaches to this position. [Middle Eng-
lish attachen, from Old French attachier, alteration of estachier,
from estache, stake, of Germanic origin.] —at-tach’a-ble adj.
—at-tach’er n.

at-ta-ché (at'a-shas, a-ta-) n. 1. A person officially assigned
to the staff of a diplomatic mission to serve in a particular ca-
pacity: a cultural attaché; @ military attaché. 2. An attaché case.
[French, from past participle of attacher, to attach. See arracii.]

attaché case ». A slim briefcase with flat, rigid sides, hinges.
and usually a lock.

at-tached (s-tachtr) adj. 1. Abbr. att. Architecture. Joined to
or by a wall, especially by sharing a wall with another building:
not freestanding: a block of attached houses. 2. Biology. Living
in a permanently fixed state in the adult stage, as the barnacle.

at-tach-ment (a-tach’mant) n. 1. The act of attaching or the
condition of being attached. 2. Something, such as a tie, band, or
fastener, that atiaches one thing to another. 3. A bond, as of
affection or loyalty: fond regard. 4. A supplementary part; an
accessory. See Synonyms at appendage. 5. Law. a. Legal sei-
zure of property or a person. b. The writ ordering such a seizure.

at-tack (s-tak’) v -tacked, -tack-ing, -tacks. —rr. 1. To set
upon with violent force. 2. To criticize strongly or m a hostile

manner, 3. To start work on with purpose and vigor: attack @
problem. 4. To begin to affect harmfully: The disease had already
attacked the central nervous system. —mtr. To make an attack:
launch an assault: The enemy attacked during the night. —attack
n. 1. The act or an instance of attacking; an ault. 2. An
expression of strong eriticism; hostile comment: vicious attacks M
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ehcrustation

en-crust.a-tion (én’krus-ta’shan) n. Variant of incrusta-
tion.

en*crypt (én-kript) trv. -crypteed, -crypt-ing, -crypts. 1.
To put into code or cipher. 2. Computer Science. To scramble
access codes to (computerized information) so as to prevent un-
authorized access. [EN—! + (DE)CRYPT.] —en-cryp’tion n.

en-cum-ber (én-kum/bar) tr.v. -bered, -ber«ing, -bers. 1.
To put a heavy load on; burden: a hiker who was encumbered with
a heavy pack; a life that has always been encumbered with re-
sponsibilities. 2. To hinder or impede the action or performance
of: restrictions that encumber police work. 3. To burden with
legal or financial obligations: an estate that is encumbered with
debts. [Middle English encombren, from Old. French encombrer,
to block up : en-, in; see EN—! + combre, hindrance (from Gaulish
*comboros).]

gnocumobrunce (én-kim/’brans) n. 1. One that encumbers; a
burden or impediment. 2. Law. A lien or claim on property.

en'cum-branc-er (én-kiim’bran-sar) n. Lew. One that
holds an encumbrance.

ency. abbr. Encyclopedia.

-ency suff. Condition or quality: complacency. {Middle Eng-
lish, variant of -ence, -ence.]

encyc. abbr. Encyclopedia.

encycl. abbr. Encyclopedia.

en<cyc-li-cal (én-sik’i-kal) adj. Intended for general or wide
circulation. —encyclical n. Roman Catholic Church. A papal
letter addressed to the bishops of the Church or to the hierarchy
of a particular country. [From Late Latin encyclicus, circular,
from Greek enkuklios : en-, in; see EN—2 + kuklos, circle; see
k“el-' in Appendix.]

en*cy-clospe+di-a (én-si’kla-perde-a) n. Abbr. encyc., en-
cycl., ency. A comprehensive reference work containing articles
on & wide range of subjects or on numerous aspects of a particular
field, usually arranged alphabetically. [Medieval Latin encyclo-
paedia, general education course, from alteration of Greek enku-
klios paideia, general education : enkuklios, circular, general; see
ENCYCLICAL + paideia, education (from pais, paid-, child; see pau-
in Appendix).]

WORD HISTORY: The word encyclopedia, which to us usually
means a large set of books, descends from a phrase that invelved
coming to grips with the contents of such books. The Greek phrase
is enkuklios paideia, made up of enkuklios, “cyclical, periodic,
ordinary,” and paeideia, “education," and ing “gencral edu-
cation, literally the arts and sciences that a person should study to
be liberally educated.” Copyists of Latin manuscripls took this
phrase to be the Greek word enkuklopaedia, with the same mean-
ing, and this spurious Greek word became the New Latin word
encyclopaedia, coming into English with the sense “general course
of instruction," first recorded in 1531. In New Latin the word was
chosen as the title of a reference work covering all knowledge. The
first such use in English is recorded in 1644.

en-cy-clo-pe-dic (en-sitkla-perdik) adj. 1. Of, relating to,
or characteristic of an encyclopedia. 2. Embracing many sub-
jects; comprehensive: “an ignorance almost as encyclopedic as his
erudition” (William James). —en-+cy'clo+pe’di«cal-ly adv.

en~cyocI00peodism (én-si'kla-pé’/diz’am) n. Encyclopedic
learning.

enscy-clo-pe-dist (en-si’klo-perdist) n. 1. A person who
writes for or compiles an encyclopedia. 2. Encyclopedist. One of
the writers of the French Encyclopédie (1751-1772), including its
editors, Diderot and d'Alembert.

enscyst (&n-sist’) v. -cyst-ed, -cyst-ing, -cysts. —tr. To en-
close in or as if in a cyst. —intr. To take the form of or become
ticlosed in a ¢yst. —enscyst/ment, en’cys-ta’tion n,

end (end) n. 1. Fither extremity of something that has length:
the end of the pier, 2. The outside or extreme edge or physical
limit; a boundary: the end of town, 3. The point in time when an
&lion, an event, or a phenomenon ceases or is completed; the
tonclusion: the end of the day. 4. A result; an outcome. 5.
Something toward which one strives; a goal. See Synonyms at
Mention. 6. The termination of life or existence; death: “A man
9Waits his end/Dreading and hoping all” (William Butler Yeats).
7. The ultimate extent; the very limit; the end of one's patience.
8, Slang, The very best; the ultimate: This pizza’s the end. 9. A
emainder; a remnant. 10.a. A share of a responsibility or ob-
Bation: your end of the bargain. b. A particular area of respon-
Sibility: in charge of the business end of the campaign. 1V, Foot-

Ul a. Either of the players in the outermost position on the line

9 serimmage. b. The position played by such a player. —end v,
®nd-ed, end-ing, ends. —tr. 1. To bring to a conclusion. 2.
To form the last or concluding part of: the songy that ended the
Performance. 3. To destroy: ended our hopes. —intr. 1. To come
103 finish; cease. 2. To die, — idioms. in the end, Eventually;
Whimately: Al will turn out well in the end. no end, A great deal:
She had no end of stories to tell. [Middle English ende, from Old
English. Sce ant- in Appendix.]

B, a:

o ~ pref. Variant of endo—.
:‘.‘.du-moe-b_u or en+dasme+ba (énfda-mérha) n. Vari-
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end man n.

SYNONYMS: endanger, hazard, imperil, jeopardize, risk. The
central meaning shared by these verbs is “to subject to danger,
loss, or destruction™: driving that endangers passengers’ lives;
hazarded his well-being by constant smoking; a forest imperiled
by acid rain; strikes that jeopardized the future of the business;
risking her financial security by buying speculative stocks.

en-dun-gered (eén-dan’jord) ad), Faced with the danger of
extinction; an endangered species; an gndangered culture.

end-arch (entdark’) adj. Botany. Of or relating to a xylem
whose early development is toward the center. [END(0)— + Greek
ariché, beginning (from arkhein, to begin, rule).]

end-ar-te-rec-to-my (én’dar-ts-rékrta-me) n, pl. -mies.
Surgical excision of the inner lining of an artery that is clogged
with atherosclerotic buildup. [New Latin endartériwm, inner lin-
ing of an artery (ENDO— + artérium, from Latin artéria; see AR-
TERY) + —ECTOMY.]

end-ar-te-ri-tis (én’dir-ta-ri’tls) n. Inflammation of the in-
ner lining of an artery. [New Latin endartérium, inner lining of
an artery; see ENDARTERECTOMY + —ITIS.)

end-brain (énd’brin’) n. See telencephalon.

en-dear (én-dir?) trr. -deared, -dear-ing, -dears. To make
beloved or very sympathetic: a couple whose kindness endeared
them to friends.

en-dedr-ing (én-dir’ing) adj. Inspiring affection or warm
sympathy: the endearing charm of a little child. —en-dear’-
ing-ly ade.

en-dear-ment (én-dir’moant) n. 1. The act of endearing. 2.
An expression of affection, such as a caress.

en-deav-or (én-dév’ar) n. 1. A conscientious or concerted
effort toward an end; an earnest attempt. 2. Purposeful or in-
dustrious activity; enterprise. See Synonyms at effort.
—endeavor v. -ored, -or-ing, -ors. —tr. To attempt (fulfill-
ment of a responsibility or an obligation, for example) by employ-
ment or expenditure of effort: endeavored to improve the quality
of life in the inmer city. —intr. To work with a set or specified
goal or purpose. [Middle English endevour, from endeveren, to
make an effort, from (putten) in dever, (Lo put oneself) in duty,
make it one's duty : in, in; see IN! + dever, duty (from Old French
deveir, devoir, duty; see DEVOIR).] —en-deav/or-er n.

en-deav-our (en-dév’or) n. & v. Chicfly British. Variant of

endeavor.

En-de-cott also En-di-cott (én’di-kat, -kot’), John. 15887
1665. English-born American colonial administrator who was a
founder of the M tts Bay Colony.

en-dem-ic (tn-dém’tk) adj, 1. Prevalent in or peculiar to a
particular locality, region, or people: diseases endemic to the trop-
ics. See Synonyms at native, 2. Ecology. Native to or confined to
a certain region. —endemic n. Ecology. An endemic plant or
animal. [From Greek endémos : en-, in; see EN—2 + démos, peo-
ple; see dé@- in Appendix.] —en-dem’i-cal-ly adv. —en-
dem’ism n.

En-der-by Land (én’dor-bé). A region of Antarctica between
Queen Maud Land and Wilkes Land. First explored in 1831 and
1832, it is claimed by Australia.

end-er-gon-ic (&n’der-gén’ik) adj. Requiring energy: an
endergonic chemical reaction. [END(0)— + Greek ergon, work;
see werg- in Appendix + —ic.]

en-der'mic (én-dar/mik) adj, Acting medicinally by absorp-

tion through the skin. —en+der/mi-cal:-ly adv.

En-ders (én’darz), John Franklin. 1897-1985. American bac-
teriologist. He shared a 1954 Nobel Prize for work on the culti-
vation of the polio virus.

end-game also end game (énd’gam’) n. Games. 1. The fi-
nal stage of a chess game after most of the pieces have been re-
moved from the board. 2. The final stage of an extended process
or course of events: the diplomatic endgame that led to the treaty.

En-di-cott (éndi-kat, -kst’), John. See John Endecott. -

end-ing (én’ding) n. 1. A conclusion or termination. 2. A

concluding part; a finale: ¢ happy ending. 3. Grammar. The final
morpheme added to a word base to make an inflectional form,
such as —ed in walked.

en-dive (én’div’, dn/dév’) n. 1. An Indian plant (Cichorium
endivia) cultivated for its crown of crisp, succulent leaves used in
salads. Also called frisée. 2. A variety of the common chicory
Cichorium intybus cultivated to produce a narrow, pointed cluster
of whitish leaves used in salads. Also called witloof. [Middle Eng-
lish, from Old French, from Medieval Latin endivia, from Medi-
eval Greek entubia, pl. diminutive of Greek entubon, perhaps from
Egyptian tybi, January (because the plant grows in this month).]

end leaf n. See endpaper.
end-less (énd’lis) adj. 1. Being or seeming to be without an

end or a limit; boundless: an endless universe; an endless conver-
sation. 2. Formed with the ends joined; continuous: an endless
chain. —end’less«ly adv. —end’less+ness n.

end line n. Sports. A line perpendicular to the sidelines that
marks an end boundary of a playing field or court.

end-long (end’long’, -16ng’) adv. Archaic. Lengthwise.

1. The person at the end of a line or row. 2. The

endive

Top: Curly endive
Bottom: Belgian endive
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substituent

patin subscribere : sub-, sub- + scribere, to write; see skribh- in

Appmdi‘x.] —sub-serib’er n.

ub-scrlpi (stibsskript’) n. A distinguishing character or sym-

vol written directly beneath or next to and slightly below a letter

or number. —subscript adj. Written beneath. [From Latin sub-

seriptus, past participle of subscribere, to subscribe. See suB-

cAIBE.]

pescrip-tion (ssb-skripfshan) n. Abbr. subs. 1. A pur-

chase made by signed order, as for a periodical for a specified
riod of time or for a series of performances. 2. Acceptance, as

1 of articles of faith, demonstrated by the signing of one’s name.
3.a. The raising of money from subscribers. b. A sum of money
o raised. 4. The signing of one's name, as to a document. 5.
something subscribed. [Middle English subscripcion, from Old
French subscription, from Latin subscriptid, subscription-, some-
{hing written underneath, from subscriptus, past participle of sub-
seribere, to subscribe. See SUBSCRIBE.] —sub-scrip/tive adj.
—sub+scrip/tive-ly adv.
ybeserquence (sib’si-kwéns’, -kwans) n. 1. Something
that is subsequent; a sequel. 2. The fact or quality of being sub-
sequent. 3. (-sé’kwans). Mathematics. A sequence that is con-
tained in another sequence.

subeserquent (sib’si-kwent’, -kwant) adj. Following in time
or order; succeeding. [Middle English, from Old French, from
Latin subsequéns, subsequent-, present participle of subsequi, to
follow close after : sub-, close after; see SUB— + sequi, to follow;
sce sek™=1 in Appendix.] —sub’/se-quent’ly adv.

sub-sere (stib’/sir’) n. Ecology. A secondary series of ecolog-
jcal communities beginning after succession has been interrupted
by fire, grazing, agriculture, or another destructive agent.

subeserve (sob-sirv’) trw. -served, -serv-ing, -serves. To
serve to promote (an end); be useful to. [Latin subservire : sub-,
sub- + servire, to serve; see SERVE.]

subsser-visent (sab-sir/vé-ant) adj. 1. Subordinate in ca-
pacity or function. 2. Obsequious; servile. 3. Useful as a means
or an instrument; serving to promote an end. [Latin subserviéns,
subservient-, present participle of subservire, to subserve. See
SUBSERVE.] —sub-«ser/vi-ence, sub+ser/vi-en«cy n. —sub-
ser/vicent-ly adv.

subsset (sib’sét’) n. A set contained within a set.

subsshell (siib’sh&l’) n. One or more orbitals in the electron
shell of an atom.

subeshrub (siib’shriib’) n. 1. An herb having a woody lower
stem. 2. A low shrub; an undershrub.

subeside (sab-sid’) intrv. -sid-ed, -sid«ing, -sides. 1. To
sink to a lower or normal level. 2. To sink or settle down, as into
asofa. 3. To sink to the bottom, as a sediment. 4. To become
less agitated or active; abate. See Synonyms at decrease. [Latin
subsidere : sub-, sub- + sidere, to settle; see sed- in Appendix.]
—sub-si’dence (sab-sid’ns, sib/si-dns) n.

subssid-i-ar.y (ssb-sid’é-&r'g) adj. 1. Serving to assist or
supplement; auxiliary. 2. Secondary in importance; subordinate.
3, 0f, relating to, or of the nature of a subsidy. —subsidiary n.,
Pl -ar+jes. 1. One that is subsidiary to another. 2. A subsidiary
tompany. 3. Music. A theme subordinate to a main theme or
subject, [Latin subsididrius, from subsidi pport. See SUB-~
Siny.] —subesid’i~arti-ly (-ir’o-1¢) adv.

Wbsidiury cell n. A plant epidermal cell that is associated
with guard cells and differs morphologically from other epidermal
cells. Also called accessory cell.

Subsidiary company n. A company having more than hali
of its stock owned by another company.

SUb-si.dize (sib’si-diz’) trv. -dized, -diz+ing, -diz-es. 1.
To assist or support with a subsidy. 2. To secure the assistance
of by granting a subsidy. —sub’si-diszartion (-di-za’shan) n.
~sub’si-diz’er n.

sub'Si'dY (sib’si-dé) n., pl. -dies. 1. Monetary assistance
EBranted by a government to a person or group in support of an
Nlerprise regarded as being in the public interest. See Synonyms
at bonus. 2, Financial assistance given by one person or gov-
“Mmment to another. 3. Money formerly granted to the British
Crown by Parliament. [Middle English subsidie, from Anglo-
“orman, from Latin subsidium, support : sub-, behind, beneath;

IS“ SL.HI—- + sedére, to sit; see sed- in Appendix.]
ub'Slsl (sab-sist?) v. -sist+ed, -sistsing, -sists. —intr. 1l.a.

0 exist; be. b. To remain or continue in existence. See Syn-

“lyms at be. 2. To maintain life; live: subsisted on one meal a
@Y. 3. To be logically conceivable. —tr. To maintain or support
With provisions. [Latin subsistere, to support : sub-, sub- + si-
“"'E..lo stand; see st@- in Appendix.] —sub-sist/er n.

‘7: *sis+tence (sab-sis’tans) n. 1. The act or state of subsist-

l:g 2. A means of subsisting, especially means barely sufficient

b Maintain life. See Synonyms at livelihood. 3. Something that
S real or substantial existence. 4. Theology. Hypostasis.

‘;L’Uh-sis"em adj.

e *s0il (sabrsoil’) n.
Psoil, —subsoil trv.

U up the subsoil of.

The layer or bed of earth beneath the
-soiled, -soil-ing, -soils. To plow or
—sub/soil’er n.

Sy
Sh'SO-Iar (sab-so’lar) edj. 1. Situated directly beneath the
‘uh"‘ 2. Located between the tropics; equatorial.
7 - T R A SRR SR | T T

IROCKET

LARM

subsp. abbr. Subspecies.

sub+spe-cial-ize (sub’spésh’a-liz’) intrv. -ized, -iz+ing,
-iz+es. To have or pursue a subspecialty: subspecialize in cos-
metic surgery. —sub-spefcial-ist (-spésh’/a-list) n. —sub-
spe’cial+i-za’tion (-spésh’a-li-zi’shan) n.

sub-spe-cial+ty (sub’spéshral-té) n., pl. -ties. A narrow
field of study or work within a specialty, as pediatric dermatology
or geriatric psychiatry.

sub+spe-cies (sib’spé’shéz, -séz) n., pl. subspecies. Abbr.
ssp., subsp. Biology. A subdivision of a taxonomic species, usu-
ally based on geographic distribution. —sub’spe-ciffic (-spi-
sif/1k) adj.

subst. abbr. 1. Substantive. 2. Substitute.

sub-stage (sab’staj’) n. The part of a microscope located be-
low the stage on which attachments are held in place.

sub-stance (sub’stans) n. 1.a. That which has mass and oc-
cupies space; matter. b. A material of a particular kind or con-
stitution. 2.a. Essential nature; essence. b. Gist; heart. 3. That
which is solid and practical in character, quality, or importance:
a plan without substance. 4. Density; body: Air has little sub-
stance. 5. Material possessions; goods; wealth: a person of sub-
stance. [Middle English, from Old French, from Latin substantia,
from substdns, substant-, present participle of substdre, to be pre-
sent : sub-, sub- + stdre, to stand; see sta- in Appendix.]

SYNONYMS: substance, burden, core, gist, pith, purport. The
central meaning shared by these nouns is “the essential import or
significance of something spoken or written": the substance of her
complaint; the burden of the President's speech; the core of an
article; the gist of the prosecutor's argument; the pith and marrow
of an essay; the purport of a document.

substance abuse n. Excessive use of addictive substances,
especially alcohol and narcotic drugs. Also called chemical abuse.
—substance abuser n.

substance P n. A short-chain polypeptide that functions as a
neurotransmitter especially in the transmission of pain impulses
from peripheral receptors to the central nervous system.

sub-stan-dard (sub-stin’dord) adj. 1. Failing to meet a
standard; below standard. 2. Linguistics. a. Of, relating to, or
indicating a pattern of linguistic usage that does not conform to
that of the prestige group in a speech community or to that of the
standard language. b. Not in accord with notions of good Eng-
lish; nonstandard. See Usage Note at nonstandard.

sub-stan-ti-a ge-lat-i-no+sa (sab-stan’shé-a je-lat’n-
8/s0) n. A narrow, dense, vertical band of gelatinous gray matter
forming the dorsal part of the posterior column of the spinal cord
and serving to integrate the sensory stimuli that give rise to the
sensations of heat and pain. [New Latin substantia gelatindsa :
Latin substantia, substance + New Latin gelatindsus, gelatinous.]

sub-+stan-tial (sab-stin/shal) adj. 1. Of, relating to, or having
substance; material. 2, True or real; not imaginary. 3. Solidly
built; strong. 4. Ample; sustaining: a substantial breakfast. 5.
Considerable in importance, value, degree, amount, or extent: won
by a substantial margin. 6. Possessing wealth or property; well-
to-do. —substantial n. 1. An essential. Often used in the plural,
2. A solid thing. Often used in the plural. [Middle English sub-
stancial, from Old French substantiel, from Latin substantidlis,
from substantia, substance. See SUBSTANCE.] —sub-stan’ti-
al?i-ty (-shé-al’i-té), sub-stan’tial-ness (-shol-nis) n.
—sub-stan’tial-ly adv.

substantia nisgra (nirgra, nig/ra) n. A layer of large, pig-
mented nerve cells in the mesencephalon that produce dopamine
and whose destruction is associated with Parkinson's disease.
[New Latin : Latin substantia, substance + Latin nigra, feminine
of niger, black.]

sub-stan-ti-ate (sab-stan’shé-at’) trw. -at-ed, -at-ing,
-ates. 1. To support with proof or evidence; verify: substantiate
an accusation. See Synonyms at confirm. 2.a. To give material
form to; embody. b. To make firm or solid. 3. To give substance
to; make real or actual. [New Latin substantidre, substantidt-,
from Latin substantia, substance. See SUBSTANCE.] —sub-
stan’ti-a’tion n.

sub-stan-ti-val (sib’ston-titvol) adj. Grammar. Of or re-
lating to the nature of a substantive. —sub’stan-ti’val-ly adv.

sub-stan-tive (sub’ston-tiv) adj. Abbr. s., sh., subst. 1.
Substantial; considerable. 2. Independent in existence or func-
tion; not subordinate. 3. Not imaginary; actual; real. 4. Of or
relating to the essence or substance; essential: substantive infor-
mation. 5. Having a solid basis; firm. 6. Grammar. Expressing
or designating existence; for example, the verb to be. 7. Gram-
mar. Designating a noun or noun equivalent. —substantive n.
Abbr, s., sb,, subst. Grammar. A word or group of words func-
tioning as a noun. [Middle English substantif, self-sufficient, in-
dependent, from Old French, substantive, from Late Latin sub-
stantivus, from Latin substantia, substance. See SUBSTANCE.)]
—sub/stan-tive-ly adv. —sub’stan-tive-ness n.

substantive right n. A basic right, such as life or liberty, seen
as constituting part of the order of society and considered inde-
pendent of and not subordinate to the body of human law.

sub-sta-tion (sub’sta’ A subsidiary or branch sta-
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