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(57) ABSTRACT 

A method for providing licenses to client computer systems 
to allow the client computer systems to use licensed soft­
ware products includes receiving a request for a feature 
license for a feature included in a package, filtering the 
request based on whether the license requires the checkout 
of a parent license, granting a package license to the client 
computer system when the client computer system is 
allowed to receive the package license according to a license 
policy and denying the package license to the client com­
puter system when the client computer system is not allowed 
to receive the package license according to the license 
policy. The request may include checkout data that includes 
at least one desired feature attribute. A software license 
server for providing licenses to client computer systems to 
allow the client computer systems to use licensed software 
products, the software license server includes at least one 
memory having program instructions and at least one pro­
cessor configured to use the program instructions to receive 
a request for a feature license for a feature included in a 
package, filter the request based on whether the license 
requires the checkout of a parent license, grant a package 
license to the client computer system when the client com­
puter system is allowed to receive the package license 
according to a license policy and deny the package license 
to the client computer system when the client computer 
system is not allowed to receive the package license accord­
ing to the license policy. 

39 Claims, 32 Drawing Sheets 
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