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RECORD OF ORAL HEARING 

UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

- - - - - - 

BEFORE THE PATENT TRIAL AND APPEAL BOARD 

- - - - - - 

NISSAN NORTH AMERICA, INC., 

Petitioner, 

vs. 

JOAO CONTROL & MONITORING SYSTEMS, LLC, 

Patent Owner. 

- - - - - - 

Case IPR2015-01509 (Patent No. 6,549,130 B1) 

Technology Center 2600 

Oral Hearing Held:  Friday, September 9, 2016 

 
BEFORE:  HOWARD B. BLANKENSHIP; JASON CHUNG; 

and STACEY G. WHITE (via video link), Administrative Patent Judges. 
 
 The above-entitled matter came on for hearing on Friday, 

September 9, 2016, at 2:00 p.m., Hearing Room A, taken at the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office, 600 Dulany Street, Alexandria, Virginia. 

 
REPORTED BY:  RAYMOND G. BRYNTESON, RMR, 

CRR, RDR 
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APPEARANCES: 

 

 
ON BEHALF OF PETITIONER: 
 
  ALTON ABSHER, III, ESQ. 
  Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP 
  1001 West Fourth Street 
  Winston-Salem, North Carolina  27101 
  336-607-7307 
 
  D. CLAY HOLLOWAY, ESQ. 
  Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP 
  Suite 2800 
  1100 Peachtree Street NE 
  Atlanta, Georgia  30309-4528 
  404-815-6537
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ON BEHALF OF THE PATENT OWNER: 
 
  RENE A. VAZQUEZ, ESQ. 
  Sinergia Technology Law Group, PLLC 
  18296 St. Georges Court 
  Leesburg, Virginia  20176 
  703-989-2244 
 
  RAYMOND A. JOAO, ESQ. 
  122 Bellevue Place 
  Yonkers, New York  10703 

914-969-2992 
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P R O C E E D I  N G S 1 

 (2:00 p.m.)  2 

JUDGE BLANKENSHIP:   Good afternoon.  Please 3 

be seated.   This  is  the oral  hearing for  case IPR2015-01509, 4 

Nissan North America against  Joao Control  & Monitoring 5 

Systems.   6 

Who do we have here for  Pet i t ioner?    7 

MR. ABSHER:  Alton Absher and Clay Holloway.  8 

JUDGE BLANKENSHIP:   All  right.   And for 9 

Patent  Owner?    10 

MR. JOAO:  Raymond Joao and Rene Vazquez.   11 

JUDGE BLANKENSHIP:   All  right.   Thank you.  12 

Petit ioner,  you have 30 minutes .   Whenever you are ready you 13 

may begin.   14 

MR. ABSHER:  Thank you, Your Honor.    15 

(Pause) 16 

MR. ABSHER:  Your Honors ,  Alton Absher on 17 

behalf  of  Peti t ioner,  Nissan North America.   I  expect  our 18 

opening wil l  run approximately 20 minutes  and I  would l ike to  19 

reserve 10 minutes  or  whatever is  remaining for  my rebuttal ,  20 

please.   21 

JUDGE BLANKENSHIP:   All  right.   22 

MR. ABSHER:  Sl ide 2,  please.   This  t rial  23 

concerns U.S.  Patent  6 ,549,130.  Given that  we the Peti t ioner 24 

have the burden to prove the challenged claims unpatentable 25 
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by a preponderance of  the evidence,  I  would l ike to start  with 1 

a very brief  overview of the record.    2 

So we brought  a peti t ion with a support ing expert  3 

declaration chal lenging nine claims of the '130 patent .   The 4 

declaration explained how a person of skil l  in  the art  --  what  a  5 

person of skil l  in  the art  would understand from the disclosure 6 

and compare i t  to the claims.    7 

The Patent  Owner subsequently opted to fi le  a  8 

preliminary response,  but  in  doing so introduced no evidence 9 

regarding how a person of ordinary skil l  would understand the 10 

claim and the prior  art .    11 

Slide 3,  please.   The Board subsequently insti tuted 12 

t rial  on al l  nine challenged claims under all  grounds identif ied 13 

in the peti t ion,  f inding a reasonable l ikel ihood of success  that  14 

we would prevail  in  proving each of the chal lenged claims 15 

unpatentable.    16 

After  that  the Patent  Owner deposed their  expert  17 

and fi led i ts  response.   Again,  the Patent  Owner provided no 18 

evidence regarding how a person of skil l  in  the art  would 19 

understand the claim in the prior  art .    20 

Instead they crit iqued our expert ,  but  notably did 21 

not  chal lenge the admissibil i ty of  his  testimony, only i ts  22 

weight .   And, again,  they provided no evidence of secondary 23 

considerations and merely provided attorney argument .    24 
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