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Authorization is also granted to charge to the same Deposit Account small entity additional
claim fees (i any), and all other fees nocessary to file this Reply and applicable to a small entity.
Amendments 1o the claims, H any, are reflected in the listing of claims that begins on page 3

of this paper.

Remarks begin on page 8 of this paper
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REMARKS

Claims 4-17 will be peading in the application after entry of the above amendments. This

paper adds new claims 16 and 17, and does not amend or cancel any claims, Claims 4, 11, and 13

are the independent claims of the application.

Summary of the Final Office Action

In the Final Office Action, claims 4-11 ware rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103{a) as baing
unpatentable over Shito ¢ o/, ULS, Patent Number 5,491,743 (“Shiio™), in view of Sozuki e al.,
LS, Patent Number 5,736,982 (“Suzaki”™y, and further in view of McKemna, Valentine's Day
Wedding i a Virtual World, Post-Newsweek Business Information Inc. Newshyiles (February 14,
1O0G) ("Newsbytex™ hereinafter).

Applicants respect{ully respond to the Final Office Action,

Finality of the Action

A second or subsequent Office action “on the merits shall be final, except where the
exanner introdoces a new ground of rejoction that is neither necessitaied by applicant’s amendment
of the clatms nor hased on mformation submitied in an information disclosure statement filed during
the peried set forth in 37 CFR 1.97(c) with the fee set forth in 37 CFR LUHp)Y” MPEP § 706.07a).
In the present case, the Final Office Action introduces a new ground of rejection based on a new
reference, Nowsbytes,  The amendment of claim 11 made in the previons paper filed by the

Apphcants was clanfying; the mmendment clantied that {paraphrasing) the processor that recerved

postiion information assoclated with Tower thap all of the other user avatars does not receive position
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miormation of at least avatars of the other users. We respectfudly submut that the new rejection of
claim 11 was not necessitated by the amendments in the previous paper.

The new rejection 1s also not based on an information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted
as described in MPEP §706.07(a), because no such 1S has been submitted after the previous Office
action (which was mailed on September 21, 2010).

Therefore, finality of the current Office Action is premature and shoold be withdrawn. See
MPEP § 706.07(d). Additionally, the Final Office Action does not address the status of claims 12-
15, We respectiully request the Examiner to withdraw the finality of the Office Action, enter the
above amendments, and consider the arguments presented below.

Further, the new claims 16 and 17 are analogous, respectively, to claims 8 and 10, and thus
would require only a cursory review. The amendment may therefore be entered regardless of the

finality of the action. See MPEP § 714 13¢5 37 CFR § L1IT6(MX & ().

Art Rejections

The Final Office Action acknowledged that Shito and Sozpki do not disclose certain
limitations of independent claims 4 and 11, In pasticudar, the Final Office Action acknowledged that
“Suzuki and Shito fail to explicitly teach receiving, by the chient device, position information
associated with fewer than all of the other user avatars from g server process, wherein the client
device does not receive position information of at least some avatars of the other user avatars in the
virtpal space; and displaving, on the client device display, the displayable set of the other user
gvitars associated with the client device display.” The Final Office Action then relied on Newsbyte

tos fill-in the admitted gaps on the disclosares of the other two references,
gay

9
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Newsbivie's date is February 14, 1996, The present application claims priority based on ULS,
provisional patent applivation serial number 60/020.296, which was filed on November 13, 1995

Applicants respectfully submit that independent claim 4 is patentable over the cited
references at least for the above reasons.,

Independent clamm 11 recites limutations identical or analogous o those of claim 4 discussed
ahove, and stands rejected on the same ground as claim 4. Apphcants respectfully submit that
mdependent claim 11 s patentable over the oited reference at least for the same reasons as are
discussed ahove in relation to claim 4.

Dependent elaim 8 reciites a Hmttation of wherein the client device does not receive
orientation mformation of at feast some avatars of the other uxer avatars in the viraad space. It
appears that the references fail to disclose or suggest this hmitation, and therefore dependent claim §
18 separately putentable for this additional reason.

Clainy 10 depends trom clatm 4 and recites addittonal mitations of wherein the virtual space
Jurther comprises two or more virtual rooms and the method fierther comprises g avatar teleporting
From a first viriwal room o a second vivtwd room, The Office Action cited colummn 7, Hoes 15-62 of
Shito as disclosing these limitations. It appears that the Office Action considered the reference o g
pariicipant being added 1o g conlerence by deagging {paraphrased) to be analogous to teleporting.
Applicants respectfully noie that leleporting iniplies instantaneous or oearly  instantaneous
movement. Dragging, i contradistinction, is a gradual movement. Therefore, the references do not
dizclose or suggest the “teleporting” limitations of claim 10, and claim 10 is therefore separately
patentable at least for this addifional reason. We have previously presented this argument, but the

Final Office Action has not addressed i,

il
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Dependent claims 5-7 and 9 shondd be patentable at least for the reasons applicable to their

base claim 4.

New Claims
New clamm 16 i3 analogous o claim 8.

New ¢laim 17 1s analogous to claim 10,

i1

DOCKET

A R M Find authenticated court documents without watermarks at docketalarm.com.



https://www.docketalarm.com/

Nsights

Real-Time Litigation Alerts

g Keep your litigation team up-to-date with real-time
alerts and advanced team management tools built for
the enterprise, all while greatly reducing PACER spend.

Our comprehensive service means we can handle Federal,
State, and Administrative courts across the country.

Advanced Docket Research

With over 230 million records, Docket Alarm’s cloud-native
O docket research platform finds what other services can't.
‘ Coverage includes Federal, State, plus PTAB, TTAB, ITC
and NLRB decisions, all in one place.

Identify arguments that have been successful in the past
with full text, pinpoint searching. Link to case law cited
within any court document via Fastcase.

Analytics At Your Fingertips

° Learn what happened the last time a particular judge,

/ . o
Py ,0‘ opposing counsel or company faced cases similar to yours.

o ®
Advanced out-of-the-box PTAB and TTAB analytics are
always at your fingertips.

-xplore Litigation

Docket Alarm provides insights to develop a more
informed litigation strategy and the peace of mind of

knowing you're on top of things.

API

Docket Alarm offers a powerful API
(application programming inter-
face) to developers that want to
integrate case filings into their apps.

LAW FIRMS

Build custom dashboards for your
attorneys and clients with live data
direct from the court.

Automate many repetitive legal
tasks like conflict checks, document
management, and marketing.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
Litigation and bankruptcy checks
for companies and debtors.

E-DISCOVERY AND

LEGAL VENDORS

Sync your system to PACER to
automate legal marketing.

WHAT WILL YOU BUILD? @ sales@docketalarm.com 1-866-77-FASTCASE




